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COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

WEEK OF MAY 1 - 7, 2016 

THIS WEEK 

 

NO BOARD MEETING ON MAY 3, 2016 
 

ALERT 
SLOCOG MEETING OF WED. MAY 4

TH
  

PUSHING ½ CENT SALES TAX FORWARD 
ITEM COULD BE ABOUT 9:00 AM 

 

MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT CLAUSE NEEDS TO BE STRENGTHENED & 

EXPANDED TO INCREASED LOCAL COMMITMENT  

 

CITIZEN OVERSIGHT BOARD TO BE PICKED BY POLITICIANS & NOT UNTIL 7 

MONTHS AFTER TAX IS APPROVED   

        (SHOULDN’T WE KNOW WHO IS ON THAT BOARD BEFORE THE VOTE?) 

 

INSUFFICIENT FUNDING FOR SELF HELP MATCH ON MAJOR HIGHWAY 

PROJECTS 

 

NINE YEAR SUNSET IS SHORTSIGHTED AND SIMPLY DESIGNED TO GET THEIR 

FOOT IN THE DOOR FOR TAX EXTENSION LATER 

 

 

LAST WEEK 
 

NO BOARD MEETING ON APRIL 26, 2016 
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  SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                        

(SEE PAGE 8) 

 

GOSH: WE ALMOST FORGOT EARTH DAY!  
PUBLIC AGENCY SPONSORS AND LEFTIST HUSTLES 

“HIGHLIGHT” THE ENVIRO RITUAL IN SLO 
(DO YOUR TAXES PROMOTE AN OFFICIAL STATE GODDESS?) 

  

    

 

 

  

 

 
By Michael F. Brown 

 

EARTH DAY: AN APOLOGY FOR POVERTY                                               
By George Harrison 

EARTH DAY’S ANTI-FOSSIL FUEL FOCUS 

COULD PLUNGE MILLIONS INTO GREEN   

 ENERGY POVERTY                                                           
As Europeans rush to reverse costly climate policies, President Obama demands 

energy poverty for millions of Americans  

By Marita Noon 

  

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwipxNyxyK3MAhVN32MKHWVxCe4QjRwIBw&url=http://real-gaia.angelfire.com/gaia_symbol.html&psig=AFQjCNGOrC3EmLIC-eMeA1jytDikZEfvmw&ust=1461803331848456
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No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, May 3, 2016 (Not Scheduled) 

 

No meetings were scheduled for either Tuesday, April 26 or Tuesday, May 3, 2016. Only 3 

meetings are scheduled in May. It is possible that the meeting of May 24, 2016 will feature an 

item on staff’s recommendations for the process and substance of establishing the State 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) required groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs). 

GSAs must be established for the Paso Basin, Cuyama Basin, and Edna Valley (San Luis Obispo 

Basin) by June 30, 2017. Those people and organizations concerned should be prepared to 

attend, as there will be ample opportunity for mischief. No doubt Hill, Gibson, and company will 

be pushing for State takeover of the Paso Basin.  

 

The first June meeting is on the 7
th

, which is Election Day, the day of the critical supervisorial 

primary. The outcome of that election will have major impacts on water rights, property rights, 

taxes, fees, government intrusion, and other aspects of peoples’ lives for the next 4 years and 

perhaps beyond.  

 

San Luis Obispo County Council of Governments (SLOCOG) Meeting of Wednesday, May 

4, 2017 - 8:30 AM (Scheduled) 

  

Item A-1: SLOCOG Board Moving Highly Compromised Plan & Tax Hike Forward.  The 

SLOCOG Board may make further adjustments to the project plans and the financial plan. The 

various city councils are in the process of determining whether they support the new tax and 

whether they will direct their SLOCOG representatives to vote to place the measure on the 

November 8, 2016 ballot. The Board of Supervisors conceptually approved the plan and tax by a 

3/2 vote (Arnold and Compton dissenting), as we reported last week. The Board of Supervisors 

will vote again on July 12th if 2/3rds of the cities have approved the plan. 

 

As of this writing most of the city councils have given conceptual approval. It appears that the 

final votes to be taken per the schedule below will be pro-forma unless substantial public 

opposition convinces the currently supporting city council members and Supervisors to change 

their votes. Of course, the general public has no idea that this is coming. The SLOCOG staff has 

been campaigning hard for the measure and has visited scores of trade associations, civic groups, 

service clubs, and governmental entities, whining about the dire condition of the roads and 

lamenting the declining Federal and State road aid to cities and counties.  

 

 

(Tentative) Board/Council Meetings for Approvals 

 

June 1: SLOCOG Board: Review comments, Approve Final Investment Plan and Draft 

Ordinance; Send for jurisdiction approvals: 

 

Jun. 6: Grover Beach City Council 

Jun. 7: Pismo Beach City Council 

Jun. 7: Paso Robles City Council 

 

Jun. 14: Atascadero City Council   
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Jun. 14 Morro Bay City Council 

Jun. 21: San Luis Obispo City Council 

Jun. 28: Arroyo Grande City Council 

Jul. 12: Board of Supervisors; only if approved by majority of the cities with majority of the 

incorporated population. Requires BoS action. 

Jul. 13: SLOCOG (as Local Transportation Authority) Adopts Plan and calls for election. 

Jul. 19: Board of Supervisors: Place materials on Nov. 2016 Ballot 

Aug. 3: SLOCOG Board meeting (tentative last date for action) 

Aug 9: Last possible date for BOS to place materials on November 2016 Ballot. 

Nov. 8: Election Day  

 

Considerations at this point: 

 

1. Maintenance of Effort: COLAB encourages a strong maintenance of effort requirement 

which requires that the cities and the County not substitute the new tax money for their current 

level of expenditures for road, bridge, and other transportation system maintenance. The staff 

recommendation submitted to the SLOCOG Board promises: 

 

Augment Transportation Funds: Funds generated by the transportation sales tax shall be used 

to supplement and not replace existing local revenues used for transportation purposes. No funds 

may be used to replace private developer funding committed to any project or improvement.  

 

This text is listed under a section entitled “Transparency and Accountability.” It is not quite clear 

if this is actually a hard requirement or a principle. The “shall” would seem to mean an absolute 

prohibition. It is not clear how the provision is to be independently monitored and enforced. The 

last thing anyone should support is a program that would allow the cities and County to displace 

portions of their current road budgets with the new tax and then flow the difference into more 

staff, higher salaries, expanded benefits, or increasing pension deficit payments. 

 

a. This provision should be inserted in the wording of the actual tax ordinance if it is determined 

to be placed on the November ballot. 

 

b. The provision should actually be expanded as explained in item 2 immediately below. 

 

 

2. Increase Commitment to Maintenance and capital  Investment:  Actually the voters, if 

they are to approve the measure, should require each city and the County to guarantee to commit 

an increasing percentage of their general revenue growth each year. General revenue would be 

defined as general discretionary revenue which is not bound by categorical restrictions. This 

would include general property tax, general sales tax, transient occupancy tax, and 

redevelopment phase-out shifts (taxes that used to support redevelopment must now go to the 

general funds of the cities and school districts).  For example the measure could require that 25% 

of the new growth of general revenue in each year be committed to transportation related 

infrastructure. Earlier this year the County Administrator projected that the County would 

experience a $9 to $12 million growth of general revenue in FY 2016-17. There is now a rumor 

that this could be even higher. It would be better to use 25% of this amount for physical 
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improvements than to allow it to be slushed into the recurring operating budget base to build 

salaries and more County jobs. 

 

3. Regional Allocation Portion Insufficient:  The charts below on the next page depict the 

proposed allocation of the tax over the nine-year life of the program. Note that only 25% is 

earmarked for regional projects such improving Highway 101in the Shell Beach back-down  

crash corridor, the Highway 101/Highway 46 interchange, and the Highway 287 escape route 

from SLO City (the infamous evening commute back-up). Ironically the tax is promoted  as the 

self-help  program designed to generate local match on State incentive grants (self-help). The 

problem is that 50% of the funding is going to cities and the County for local road maintenance 

because they have not used enough of their local general revenue each year to keep the local 

streets and roads in good condition (A pavement condition index of 70 or above). 

 

  
 

Continued on the next page. 
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The fact only 25% will be available for the self-help 

bonus match (regional projects on the pie chart) on 

State funds is really an admission that the program 

is not what it claims to be. The large percentage 

promised to the cities and County local roads is 

simply a bribe necessary to secure the cities’ 

support. 

 

In effect the public is being asked to approve a new 

tax to fund local road maintenance which should 

have already been a priority for each city council 

and the Board of Supervisors.  

 

Residents of the cities should remember that in 

many instances they have already approved extra 

taxes for infrastructure and in some cases basic city 

services. 

 

4. Nine Year Program Insufficient:  The SLOCOG is recommending a program with a 9-year 

expiration (sunset date) because its election consultant determined that a proper 20- or 25-year 

program would have much less chance of voter approval than a 9-year program. Even a 10-year 

program was rejected on the basis of the “Rite Aid” pricing theory that $9.99 for product is 

psychologically more sellable than $10 dollars. This aspect really illustrates cynicism,  

desperation, and willingness to manipulate the voters by the supporting elected officials and 

professional staffers. If a tax is really needed for long term capital investment needs, why not 

stand tall and let the voters decide? COLAB is not a fan of new taxes and is supporter of 

infrastructure investment,  but a twenty- or twenty-five year program would allow much better 

planning, greater State and Federal matching, and the ability to front end some critical projects 

with bonds. 

 

During the most recent SLOCOG discussion it was suggested that the nine-year program was 

just the foot in the door and that 2 to 4 years before it expires, the politicians could come back 

with a 20- or 25-year program in the future.  

 

The public may well detect the Vaseline being applied here. 

 

5. Playing Favorites - Proposed Taxpayer Oversight Committee Anemic, Conflicted and 

Rigged:  Much is being made over the creation of an Oversight Committee to review the annual 

budget allocations and process to insure that the program is being executed in accordance with 

the tax ordinance and people’s vote. However, no tax payers’ organizations, government watch 

dog organizations, or expert independent public administration institute representatives are 

included. Check out the problems: 

 

1. The SLOCOG Executive Director (head staffer) and the current President of SLOCOG, in any 

given year, will serve as ex-officio, non-voting members. Why would they be on the Committee 
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at all? They should be witnesses who come and be required to provide updates and answer hard 

questions. What a horrible conflict! 

 

2. The private sector gets one representative who is nominated by the Economic Vitality 

Commission. While it is certainly possible that the EVC can recommend someone who is 

eminently personally and professionally qualified to represent the business community, the EVC 

is a County contractor responsible for administering the County’s economic development 

program. This would seem to violate one of the eligibility criteria stated in another section of  the 

write-up, which requires that members: 

 

Are prohibited from acting in any commercial activity directly or indirectly involving the 

Authority, such as being a consultant or vendor to the Authority during their tenure on the 

Independent Taxpayer Oversight Committee. 

  

The County Supervisors are all members of the Authority (SLOCOG). While the EVC doesn’t 

have a contract with the Authority, it is really the same people in charge.  

 

3. Bicyclists and Pedestrians will form a 4-member committee (not unspecified how this will be 

carried out) to nominate a representative. For whatever reason, this group is granted special class 

privilege to the exclusion of all the other interests. What about trucking, farmers, commuters, 

transit riders, labor, etc.? Again this is supposed to be a watchdog committee and no taxpayer 

group, government watchdog group, or independent expert government finance/public 

administration group is being given special preference. This is simply to pander to the 800+ 

member SLO County Bicycle Coalition (a consumer interest group) in an effort to grease the tax 

through. 

 

Shameless ! 

 

4. The balance of the Committee will be appointed by the 7 city councils and the Board of 

supervisors (1 each). Where is the independence from the government perspective here? Good 

luck! 

 

5. The Committee will not be appointed until 7 months after the tax is approved. Should the 

voters know who the first class of Committee Members are before they vote on the tax? 

 

6. Since the cities will be appointing one member each and the Board of Supervisors will be 

appointing one member, the residents of the unincorporated county will be severely 

underrepresented, even if the Board ultimately picks someone who is not a city resident.  

  

7. The Committee is scheduled to meet only one time per year. A lot of water can flow under the 

bridge in a year. 

 

 

 

Membership and Selection Process 
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The Committee will consist of 10 members. The Committee is designed to include an appropriate 

balance of transportation users representing the geographic, social, cultural, and economic 

interests in the county. The Committee will be designed to reflect the diversity of the County and 

include members with demonstrated experience in the field of transportation, finance, business, 

or construction. 

as ex-officio, non-voting, members. 

 

Note: This is the SLOCOG Executive Director. 

 

All members should fulfill the requirements of: 

 

transportation-related 

activities; 

 

The membership selection and composition will be: 

- One representative from a major private sector San Luis Obispo County employer, 

nominated by the San Luis Obispo County Economic Vitality Commission. 

- One representative representing bicyclists and pedestrians, nominated from 4-member 

committee with 2 representatives from San Luis Obispo Bicycle Club and 2 representatives from 

Bike SLO County, 

- One representative from each city (7) and the county (1); selection to be determined by the 

local governing board. The Authority encourages nominations from the local citizen oversight 

committees. 

An open application process will be held with reviews by the appropriate agency to address any 

lack of member nominations or appointments. Final appointments will be made by the Authority 

Board. 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

 No Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, April 26, 2016 (Not Scheduled) 

 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH 
In fighting the troublesome, local day-to-day assaults on our freedom and property, it is also 

important to keep in mind the larger underlying ideological, political, and economic causes and 

forces.  
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Gosh, We almost forgot about Earth Day! 

                                                    By Michael F. Brown 

What can you expect? The Board of Supervisors didn’t even have a Resolution on its agenda 

proclaiming April 22 as Earth Day.  Perhaps Supervisor Hill didn’t want to have to defend the 

ritualistic propaganda event so close to the June 7
th

 Supervisory primary election. They might 

have had the staff just deep six it.  

The annual “celebration” promotes what has become the state secular religion of the left in 

America. It’s a throwback to ancient classical times when the illiterate masses worshiped groves 

of trees, rivers, planets, and the spirits which inhabited them. One member of the pantheon was 

Gaia (Mother Earth or Nature – Remember the Chiffon Margarine ad –“You don’t mess with 

Mother Nature”). As Edward Gibbon noted in the epic Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 

Rome before the imposition of the  emperors, was a “Republic of the Gods and Goddesses.”  The 

philosophers (as scientists were known then) believed that the respective doctrines of the various 

cults all to be equally false; the people believed them to be equally true; and the magistrates 

believed them to be equally useful. 

The logos of the sponsors of this year’s SLO County Earth Day demonstrate that the celebration 

is largely funded and encouraged by government agencies, government supported not-for-profits, 

and those who profit from them.  

The Earth Day Website lists a range of sponsorship levels costing from $100 to $5,000. Note that  

the County Parks Department, San Luis Obispo Transit, The Regional Transit Authority, the San 

Luis Obispo Air Pollution Control District, and SLO regional Rideshare (all government 

operations) are listed as “sponsors.” We were unable to find a program that described which 

level of sponsorship (and commensurate funding) was provided by each of these sponsor 

agencies. 

  

Obviously these guys aren’t sponsoring the May Fair at your neighborhood church, mosque, or 

synagogue. If you are going to give Gaia public adoration, what about Mary, Fatima, and Freya? 
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A Hustle:  It turns out that the kickoff speaker at this year’s version of the revival camp meeting 

was Pilulaw Khus. The Earth Day alliance program described her in the quote 

below: 

Pilulaw Khus is the co-author of Earth Wisdom: A California Chumash 

Woman. Pilulaw Khus has devoted her life to tribal, environmental and 

human rights issues. She is a landmark figure in the cultural revitalization of 

the Chumash people. Pilulaw will officially open the Earth Day celebration 

with a message.
1 

 

 

It turns out the government sponsors helped to fund an event where the star attraction is not 

exactly what was advertised. Khus is billed as some sort of quasi-spiritual revolutionary sage.  

Her quote below illustrates the enviro-religious nature of her pitch as well as that of the earth day 

gang in general: 

According to Khus, people have a unique relationship to Mother Earth within their ancestral 

lands: “We are of that life force that exists here in this part of the spirit world.”  

Does that mean my “life force” is only good in Wales, England, Scotland, Ireland, Germany, 

France, and upstate New York (Iroquois home land)?  Obviously the hokum gets thicker as they 

pour it on. 

Not Exactly As advertised: 

The scholarly journal, The American Indian Quarterly, a publication of the University of 

Nebraska, questions the authenticity of Khus’s story and persona as promoted by the Earth Day 

Alliance. 

Earth Wisdom: A California Chumash Woman by Yolanda Broyles-

González and Pilulaw Khus (review) 

Brian D. Haley  

Journal: The American Indian Quarterly 
Volume 40, Number 1, Winter 2016 
pp. 79-82  

  

In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content on the next page:  

                                                           
1
 All this has nothing to do with the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Tribe in the Santa Ynez Valley.  

https://muse.jhu.edu/results?section1=author&search1=Brian%20D.%20Haley
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/2
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/32927
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This book is not what it claims to be. It contains the reflections, oral history, and stories of 

Pilulaw Khus as recorded, transcribed, edited, and analyzed by Chicana theater scholar 

Broyles-González. The book’s premise is that Khus is a traditional Chumash elder and clan 

mother whose ancestors avoided missionization and waged armed guerrilla resistance against 

colonizers for most of California’s history. Khus’s testimony is presented as an authoritative 

indigenous corrective to decades of misleading colonialist anthropology.  

None of this is true. Khus was born Ernestine Patricia Gallego in Los Angeles in 1932 to a 

family lacking Chumash ancestry or affiliation.  Khus’s assertion of Chumash identity surfaced 

in 1978, when she joined a young social movement in Santa Barbara asserting a traditional 

Chumash identity. It is well established that members of this neo-Chumash movement also lacked 

Chumash ancestry or historical affiliation. They drew their traditions from anthropological texts, 

the sixties counterculture, and other unexpected sources. Khus is the rare neo-Chumash who 

does have Native Californian ancestry, albeit four generations of missionized Migueleño 

Salinans (and Yokuts) through her paternal grandfather, rather than anticolonial insurgents. 

Khus’s great-grandfather was ethnographer and linguist J. P. Harrington’s mission-born-and-

baptized Salinan consultant, Pacifico Gallego (1841–ca. 1915). 

The authors claim that Khus learned her traditions from family elders, so readers are not told 

that Khus’s father, born in 1898, barely knew his own father, who was imprisoned in 1900 at 

San Quentin, where he died in 1910. Khus’s close kin (except her own children) appear to share 

the view of her cousin: “My grandmother tried to avoid any reference to the family’s Indian 

heritage. Spanish or Indian was not spoken or taught to the children. Very little information 

about Pacifico or his son Pedro was ever passed down to the following generations.” Indeed, 

Khus’s father adopted the surname Galloway by the 1940s to distance his family from his 

father’s legacy. 

The book reflects the need to counter or cover up inconvenient facts like these. Khus begins with 

several stories to establish herself as a traditionalist, adding two more in a later chapter and 

another pair in an addendum on the publisher’s website. All but one are taken without 

attribution from Thomas Blackburn’s December’s Child: A Book of Chumash Oral Narratives. 

Contrary to all scholarship, Khus claims that the precolonial Chumash were a unified nation 

featuring an ecological spirituality, communalism, and clans (neo-Chumash created “clans” 

during an early 1980s meeting). Her colonial era is marked by the enslavement and genocide of 

the Chumash by three invaders (oddly, she believes Mexicans displaced Spaniards). She claims 

that Zorro and Joaquin Murrieta were indigenous guerrilla fighters, Zorro was Chumash, and 

Geronimo hid from the US Cavalry in California. Khus deploys familiar neo-Chumash rhetoric 

to evade documented family histories and disagreements among kin over origins. Ancestors 

allegedly pretended to be Catholic and Mexican. One person per generation in each family is 

said to have kept traditional knowledge and practice alive. Khus also fabricates misdeeds by 

anthropologists who address neo-Chumash history honestly and openly. 

While elements of the book are fraudulent, it still has value as an insider’s view of the neo-

Chumash phenomenon. Khus provides a nice account of how she met and joined the Santa 

Barbara families who occupied a property near Point Conception in 1978 to oppose a proposed 

gas terminal. Khus’s description of the occupiers’ motives, growing unity, and personal 
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transformations confirm scholars’ characterization of this as a seminal event in neo-Chumash 

ethnogenesis and illustrate its spiritual importance to these actors. Khus, for example, began 

communicating with the spirit of her great-grandfather Pacifico during the occupation. Still, 

Khus’s candor has its limits: she does not mention the tragic death of a young diabetic in a 

vision quest supervised by an untrained medicine man. 

Another Hustle: 

Mr. Eco 

The SLO Earth Day Alliance program also promoted 

local CAL POLY product, Mr. Eco: 

 

Mr. Eco inspires youth across the nation with his 

conservation centered verses. He’s visited over 

seven countries with the goal of educating and inspiring 

conservation efforts. A Cal Poly graduate, he is 

returning to perform at the festival for the third time. His 

second studio album, Renewable Rap, will be released this year. 

 How Do You Like The New Sales Tax Now? 

We wonder how much he was paid for his appearance.  Did any funding from the sponsors go to 

cover his fee? 

Significantly, most of the government sponsors are public transportation agencies which claim to 

need a new tax plus the APCD. 

Challenge Your Officials:  Remember this when your mayors, city councilors, and County 

Supervisors beg for a sales tax for transportation. They have money to do a $1-million dollar 

acorn-planting project, promote an environmental priestess, and bring Mr. Eco to town. You get 

to pay extra taxes to fund what should be covered in your basic taxes, the fundamental 

government function of providing streets, bridges, and traffic safety. 

Big Picture:  Beyond the local hypocrisy and pandering in SLO County, Earth Day is symbolic 

of a much more serious movement and doctrine which belittles and threatens our standard of 

living, civilization, and very survival. Read the two articles below.  

Earth Day: an apology for poverty                                               
By George Harrison 

Every year, 22 April marks International Earth Day – a day set aside for the celebration of our 

planet’s fragility and the condemnation of those pesky humans who inhabit it. And, as it does 

every year, Earth Day 2016 played out like a misanthrope’s wet dream.  
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This year, Earth Day coincided with the toothless Paris climate agreement coming into force. 

Unfortunately, the self-congratulatory world leaders responsible for the agreement weren’t too 

busy to hop off their private jets and treat us to a barrage of eco-authoritarianism. We were 

reminded of the dangers of fossil fuels and the importance of transitioning to renewables. Not 

one of them addressed the fact that it is only thanks to the wonders of the fossil-fuelled industrial 

revolution that flying around the world is even possible. 

Likewise, the right-on classes spent the day lamenting the coal-powered human progress which 

has afforded them their comfortable lifestyles. We were essentially told, as we have been time 

and time again, that the Enlightened values of unfettered growth and opportunities for all 

represent an ever-growing threat to the wellbeing of our planet. These miserable musings are 

nothing new – they’re just a 21st-century rehash of the ideas of Thomas Malthus, who argued as 

far back as 1798 that the growth of economies and populations should be limited to prevent the 

collapse of society.   

As the elites revel in neo-Malthusianism, they help to ensure that the global poor stay poor. By 

taking part in the Earth Day misanthropy-fest, comfortable environmentalists further demonise 

the coal-powered growth the developing world needs. They ignore the poverty-busting effect 

cheap coal has recently had in Asia, where millions have been lifted out of poverty. While people 

in the Global South are crying out for an industrial revolution of their own, we in the developed 

West sit back and chide them for daring to dream of a coal-powered future.  

Rather than revelling in the misery of Earth Day, we should be celebrating the vast achievements 

of our species and looking forward to a brighter future. We should reject such outdated 

misanthropy, and look instead to one of Malthus’s most prominent critics – economist Ester 

Boserup. Boserup argued that we should be aiming to control the planet, rather than the other 

way round. She famously stated that ‘necessity is the mother of all invention’. Eco-warriors 

should heed her words. 

Instead of limiting human progress to solve environmental issues, we should be helping everyone 

on the planet live better lives. By unleashing humanity’s full potential, rather than restricting it, 

our chances of combating the gravest threats to our existence are maximised. Let’s cast off the 

neo-Malthusians and fight for prosperity for all. 

George Harrison is a writer and student. Obviously, if we divulged his university, he would 

suffer academic faculty retaliation and grade punishment for criticising the state religion. 

This article was published in the April 25, 2016 edition of Climate Debate Daily`  

 

Earth Day’s anti-fossil fuel focus could plunge millions 

into green energy poverty - As Europeans rush to reverse costly 

climate policies, President Obama demands energy poverty for millions of 

Americans  

By Marita Noon 



14 
 

April 18, 2016   

  

Friday, April 22, will mark the 47
th

 Earth Day. You may think 

it is all about planting trees and cleaning up neighborhoods. 

But this year’s anniversary will be closer to its radical roots 

than, perhaps, any other since its founding in 1970. 

Considered the birth of the environmental movement, the first 

Earth Day took place during the height of America’s 

counterculture era. According to EarthDay.org, it gave voice 

to an “emerging consciousness, channeling the energy of the 

anti-war protest movement and putting environmental concerns on the front page.” 

We did need to clean up our act. At that time “littering” wasn’t part of our vocabulary, The air in 

the Southern California valley where I grew up was often so thick with smog we couldn’t see the 

surrounding mountains. 

Thankfully, that has changed. 

Look around your community. You’ll likely see 

green trees, blue skies, and bodies of water 

sparkling in the sunshine. With the success of 

the environmental movement, its supporters, 

and the nonprofit groups it spawned, had to 

become ever more radical to stay relevant. 

Environmentalism has changed. 

The morphing of the movement may be most 

evident in Earth Day 2016—which some are  

calling “the most important Earth Day in history.” 

This year, on April 22, in a high-level celebration at the United Nations headquarters in New 

York, the Paris Climate Agreement will officially be signed. Thirty days after its signing by at 

least 55 countries that represent 55% of global greenhouse gas emissions, the agreement will 

take effect—committing countries to establishing individual targets for emission reductions with 

the expectation that they will be reviewed and updated every five years. 

While news reports of Earth Day 2016 will likely 

depict dancing in the streets, those who can look 

past the headlines will see a dire picture—one in 

which more than 10% of a household’s income is 

spent on energy costs; one of “green energy 

poverty.” 

To meet the non-binding commitments President 

Obama made last December in Paris, he is 

counting on, among many domestic regulations, 

http://www.cfact.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/waterearthday.jpg
http://www.cfact.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/coldsnow.png
http://www.cfact.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/earthtrees.jpg
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.earthday.org%252Fabout%252Fthe-history-of-earth-day%252F%2523sthash.NkZ6qXDx.dpuf&hmac=e6c72a3f0fca6e54b7f9fbb21cfbc6d1
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.forbes.com%252Fsites%252Ftrevornace%252F2016%252F04%252F12%252Fearth-day-2016-historic-day-earths-future%252F&hmac=417057547b8ff2cce3a82df41f9b0c82
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the Clean Power Plan (CPP). 

 

Last week, on the Senate floor, Senator Jim Inhofe (R-OK), chairman of the Senate 

Environment and Public Works Committee, delivered remarks in advance of Earth Day on the 

unattainability of the U.S. climate commitments. He said: “The Clean Power Plan is the 

centerpiece of the President’s promise to the 

international community that the U.S. will cut 

greenhouse gas emissions by 26% to 28%.” It 

would “cause double-digit electricity price 

increases in 40 states” and “would prevent 

struggling communities from accessing reliable 

and affordable fuel sources, which could 

eventually lead to poor families choosing 

between putting healthy food on the table or turning their heater on in the winter.” 

The Heritage Foundation has just released a report on the devastating economic costs of the Paris 

Climate Agreement, which it calls “a push for un-development for the industrialized world and a 

major obstacle for growth for the developing world.” Because global warming regulations “stifle 

the use of the most efficient and inexpensive forms of electricity, businesses as well as 

households will incur higher electricity costs.” 

The report concludes: “Restricting energy production to meet targets like those of the Paris 

agreement will significantly harm the U.S. economy. Bureaucratically administered mandates, 

taxes, and special interest subsidies will drive family incomes down by thousands of dollars per 

year, drive up energy costs, and eliminate hundreds of thousands of jobs. All of these costs 

would be incurred to achieve only trivial and theoretical impacts on global warming.” 

Real-world experience bears out the both Inhofe’s observations and the Heritage Foundation’s 

conclusions. 

Germany is one of the best examples of green energy poverty, as the country has some of the 

most aggressive greenhouse gas reduction programs that offer generous subsidies for any 

company producing green energy. Based on an extensive study done by green energy believers 

in 2014, I addressed the program’s overall result: raised costs and raised emissions. I stated: 

“After reading the entire 80-page white paper, I was struck with three distinct observations. The 

German experiment has raised energy costs to households and business, the subsidies are 

unsustainable, and, as a result, without intervention, the energy supply is unstable.” At that time, 

I concluded: “The high prices disproportionately hurt the poor, giving birth to the new phrase: 

‘energy poverty.’” 

More recently, others have come to the same 

conclusion (read here and here). On April 13, 

the Wall Street Journal (WSJ) opined: 

“Germany’s 16-year-old Energiewende, or 

energy transformation, already has wrecked the 

country’s energy market in its quest to wean the 

economy off fossil fuels and nuclear power. 

Traditional power plants, including those that 

http://www.cfact.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/meters.png
http://www.cfact.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/germancoal.png
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%253DVYFkvJqhLBY%2526feature%253Dyoutu.be&hmac=46baf08fd5965a0943468d83e57e43bc
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.heritage.org%252Fresearch%252Freports%252F2016%252F04%252Fconsequences-of-paris-protocol-devastating-economic-costs-essentially-zero-environmental-benefits&hmac=cccf8fa897824ed8eddf367074d30968
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.finadvice.ch%252Ffiles%252Fgermany_lessonslearned_final_071014.pdf&hmac=523774015d5ba356425ee1b2dab3e3c9
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.redstate.com%252Fdiary%252Fenergyrabbit%252F2014%252F12%252F15%252Fmarita-noon-germanys-energy-transformation-unsustainable-subsidies-unstable-system%252F&hmac=e29a16d4a727cd85927e7825d3f09530
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.thegwpf.com%252Fits-all-over-german-government-plans-to-stop-and-reverse-wind-power%252F&hmac=a600fe83a5c9f7fba2ae3bf22dcc7a21
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fnotrickszone.com%252F2016%252F03%252F17%252Fgrand-debacle-germanys-renewable-energy-effort-turning-into-a-colossal-costly-and-senseless-failure%252F%2523sthash.BLvkLsTg.Xr1gGaAE.dpbs&hmac=05e92838586893f1de28502a73a911d8
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.wsj.com%252Farticles%252Fwinded-in-germany-1460589766&hmac=ab0e98b965bf27717c36cffa9afb50b0


16 
 

burn cleaner gas, have been closing left and right while soaring electricity prices push industries 

overseas and bankrupt households. Job losses run to the tens of thousands.” 

Meanwhile, emissions over the past seven years have increased. Last month, Mike 

Shellenberger, President, Environmental Progress and Time magazine “Hero of the 

Environment,” tweeted: “People really want to believe good things about Germany’s energy 

shift, but … its emissions rose.” The WSJ concludes: “The market distortions caused by over-

reliance on expensive but undependable power already have pushed German utilities to rely 

more on cheap and dirty coal-fired power plants to make up the shortfall when renewable 

sources can’t meet demand.” 

Germany is not alone. 

The U.K., according to Reuters, is facing “fuel poverty.” The report states: “The government is 

also under pressure to curb rising energy bills with 2.3 million of Britain’s 27 million households 

deemed fuel poor, meaning the cost of heating their homes leaves them with income below the 

poverty line.” Another account covers the U.K.’s cuts to solar subsidies, saying: “The 

government says the changes were necessary to 

protect bill payers, as the solar incentives are 

levied on household energy bills.” 

The Netherlands, which is already behind in 

meeting its green energy targets, has, according 

to the Washington Post, had to build three new 

coal-fueled power plants—in part, at least, to 

power the high percentage of electric cars. 

Additionally, the country has hundreds of wind turbines that are operating at a loss and are in 

danger of being demolished. A report states: “Subsidies for generating wind energy are in many 

cases no longer cost-effective. Smaller, older windmills in particular are running at a loss, but 

even newer mills are struggling to be profitable with insufficient subsidies.” 

Bringing it closer to home, there is über-green California—where billionaire activist Tom 

Steyer aggressively pushes green energy policies. Headlines tout California as the most 

expensive market for retail gasoline nationwide. But, according to the Institute for Energy 

Research, it also has some of the highest electricity prices in the country—“about 40% higher 

than the national average.” A 2012 report from the Manhattan Institute states that about one 

million California households were living in “energy poverty”—with Latinos and African-

Americans being the hardest hit. With the Golden State’s headlong rush toward lower carbon-

dioxide emissions and greater use of renewables, the energy poverty figure is surely much higher 

today. 

This week, as you hear 

commentators celebrate “the 

most important Earth Day in 

history” and the global 

significance of the signing of 

the Paris Climate Agreement, 

remember the result of 

policies similar to CPP: green 
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energy poverty. Use these stories (there are many more) to talk to your friends. Make this “Green 

Energy Poverty Week” and share it: #GEPW. 

We, however, do not need to be doomed to green energy poverty. There is some good news. 

First, the Paris Climate Agreement is non-binding. Even Todd Stern, U.S. climate envoy, 

acknowledged in the Huffington Post: “What Paris does is put in place a structure that will 

encourage countries to increase their targets every five years.” While the requisite number of 

countries will likely sign it before the election of the next president, the only enforcement 

mechanism is political shaming. 

Even if it were legally binding, as was the Koyto Protocol, Reason Magazine points out what 

happened to countries, like Canada and Japan, which “violated their solemn treaty obligations”—

NOTHING. The Heritage report adds: “History, however, gives little confidence that such 

compliance will even occur. For instance, China is building 350 coal-fired power plants, and has 

plans for another 800.” 

Then there is the legal delay to the implementation of the CPP—which, thanks to a Supreme 

Court decision earlier this year, will be tied up in courts for at least the next two years. Inhofe 

stated: “Without the central component of (Obama’s) international climate agenda, achieving the 

promises made in Paris are mere pipe dreams.” 

“President Obama’s climate pledge is unobtainable and it stands no chance of succeeding in the 

United States,” Inhofe said. “For the sake of the economic well-being of America, that’s a good 

thing.” 

Marita Noon is the executive director for Energy Makes America Great Inc. and the companion 

educational organization, the Citizens’ Alliance for Responsible Energy (CARE). Together they 

work to educate the public and influence policy makers regarding energy, its role in freedom, 

and the American way of life. Combining energy, news, politics, and the environment through 

public events, speaking engagements, and media, the organizations’ combined efforts have made 

Marita “America’s voice for energy.” Marita is also a columnist for Townhall.com and a 

regular contributor to The Energy Tribune ,Conservative Action Alerts, and EPAAbuse.com. 

Additionally her writing can be found in numerous newspapers and websites  April 18, 2016 

 

PLEASE SEE IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES. 

 

 

 

http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.huffingtonpost.com%252Fentry%252Fus-china-climate-paris_us_56fd816fe4b083f5c60741eb&hmac=9ca34c756dfc9fc03e8598890b7253f7
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Freason.com%252Fblog%252F2016%252F04%252F12%252Fwould-president-trump-be-bound-by-the-pa&hmac=c177b8ee4ebb929b90a4e641c3f8c55c
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.washingtonpost.com%252Fnews%252Fvolokh-conspiracy%252Fwp%252F2016%252F02%252F09%252Fsupreme-court-puts-the-brakes-on-the-epas-clean-power-plan%252F&hmac=bde1833c2c73c17c33464c1e41074176
http://energymakesamericagreat.org/
http://www.responsiblenergy.org/
http://www.energytribune.com/
http://www.conservativeactionalerts.com/
http://epaabuse.com/


18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA


19 
 

  

     



20 
 

 

  


