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     COLAB 
 PRIOR ACTIONS AND COMING ATTRACTIONS REPORT 
   WEEK OF FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 4, 2011 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 

Board Meeting of February 22, 2011. 

Coastal Commission Nominees:  The Board voted 4-0 (Supervisor Mecham was out on a 

medical matter)   to forward the names of Supervisor Bruce Gibson and Pismo Beach City 

Council Member MaryAnn Reiss to the Governor’s Appointment’s Secretary. When I made 

my comments, Board Chairman Adam Hill interrupted, and said I was not on point and 

should stay on subject. He objected to my characterization of the Commission as being 

unreasonable¸ intrusive and over- zealous in its management of the Coastal Act. He said the 

subject was the nominations, not what anyone thought of the Commission. I pointed out that 

it was absolutely on point because one of these nominees could be our local representative. 

It is context. We need to know the nominees’ positions on property rights, on bringing the 

Commission staff under control, and on supporting local control. 

 

Proposed 2011-12 County Budget:  This was an update by the staff on the projected 2011-12 

Budget gap of $11 to $14 million.  The presentation and discussion was primarily about 

process and schedules. They expect to use a combination of reductions and applicat ion of 

reserves to deal with the problem. It is part of a seven year cut back plan called the “Seven 

Year Pain Plan.”  It used to be a five year Pain plan but will take two years longer than 

expected. They have avoided layoffs in past years but are not so sure that layoffs can be 

avoided this time. When I spoke, I asked the question: “why do governments think they 

should not be subject to layoffs when the private sector in construction, real estate, financial 

services, retail, etc. has had plenty of layoffs?” I pointed out that we were opposed to the 

possible consideration of new taxes and tax increases which had been floated as part of the 

item. These included a County-wide one half cent sales tax for transportation which would 

raise a new $25 million. Apparently the SLOCOG has a research firm looking at public 

opinion on this one. Other ideas for the unincorporated area included an increase in the   

Business License Gross/Receipts tax ($750,000); a 1% increase in the Hotel Tax 

($750,000); and a new Utility Users tax of 5% on electricity, natural gas, and telephone ($5 

million).  I suggested that the County might want to make activities which stimulate the 

economy an overarching budget priority. Since so many people in the County are suffering 

from unemployment, bankruptcies, and foreclosures, a new priority could be appropriate. 

Board Chair Hill commented something to the effect that San Luis Obispo County was in 

much better shape than Santa Barbara County under my administration. He refused to allow 

me to respond. 
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New Women’s Jail:  The Board, on a 4-0 vote, authorized the staff to continue working on 

this $40.5 million dollar project to build a new women’s jail, a new medical unit for all 

inmates, and needed repairs and replacements in the existing jail. This project would be 

partially funded by a $25.1 million dollar State Department of Corrections grant (AB 900). 

The County has set aside funding for the local share.  In addition to the Sheriff, all 

departments of the justice system, including the Superior Court, the District Attorney, the 

Probation Department, and the Behavioral Resources Department (Mental Health) have 

worked on and support the project. There are both severe overcrowding in the Women’s jail 

and inadequate space to conduct mental health, substance abuse, vocational, life skill, and 

other rehabilitative programs. The new facility would address these issues. If the facility is 

built, it could open in 2015. It will require new staffing estimated at $750,000 during the 

first year (this had originally been estimated at $ 1.5 million). The Sheriff indicated that the 

former figure was for full operation but that the facility will not open at full capacity. 

Nevertheless, as salary increases, staffing build up, and other costs are phased in, more 

pressure will be placed on the limited general fund. Again, a strategy to grow the economy 

is important to help supply funding for core County programs. 

Redistricting:  The Board, on a 4-0 vote, accepted staff’s recommendation for the process 

which will reconfigure the boundaries of the 5 Supervisorial Districts. The process must 

begin in April and finish by November 1, 2011. The County Administrative Office will lead 

the effort. There will be workshops in various parts of the County and several public 

hearings, including a final public hearing on the recommended plan. The key rule is that the 

districts must be made as equal in population as possible. Another important rule is that 

communities of interest (cities, ethnic concentrations) not be divided if possible.  One 

question is whether the State prisoners (even though they don’t vote) should be counted.  

 

Board Meeting of March 1, 2011. 

There appear to be no items of policy interest to COLAB on this agenda.  

 

CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD: 

As previously reported, this crucial meeting will take place at the Watsonville City Hall on 

March 17, 2011 at 8:30 A.M. This is the hearing, and perhaps the adoption, of a 

Commission Order which would require farmers and ranchers to treat irrigation water to 

standards of drinking water.  It contains many complex and time consuming reporting 

requirements.  The Commission has dedicated its entire day of March 17
th

 to this issue.  It 

will meet a day early on the 16
th

 to take care of its other business.  It is important that as 

many people as possible attend to show the Commission and State officials such as the 

Governor and legislators how much concern and worry this matter is causing.  To this end a 

bus has been chartered which will leave Santa Maria at 3:30 A.M., Arroyo Grande at 4: 

A.M., San Luis Obispo at 4:30 A.M., and Paso Robles at 5 A.M. To make reservations call 

Mary at the Farm Bureau at 543 3654. Seats will be on a first come, first serve basis. The 
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detailed schedule, pick up points, and other details are attached to the same email which 

transmitted this report. 

 

CALIFORNIA STATE WATER BOARD: On March 1, 2011 the State Water Board will 

consider approving a 30 year 2.6% $ 86.2 million dollar financing package for the Los Osos 

Sewage Treatment system. This is one part of the total $189 million dollar project which 

includes this State assistance, $87.2 million in loans and grants from the US Department of 

Agriculture, and $15.6 million in local financing.  The loans will be repaid from monthly 

assessment fees and monthly service and flow charges on those served by the system. The 

Commission’s staff recommends approval. The County will have until June 30, 2011 to 

accept the contract. It may get a 120 day extension under certain circumstances.  The hearing 

will take place at 9 A.M. in the Joe Serna Jr. California EPA Building at 100 I Street, 

Sacramento. The County is seeking other grants to try and lower the cost to the residents 

and businesses in the service area. 


