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COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
 

WEEK OF AUGUST 6 -13, 2011 
 

 

INSIDE THIS UPDATE:  

ATASCADERO SPHERE OF INFLUENCE EXPANSION APPROVED 

COUNTY WILL TRY TO SELL CALIFORNIA VALLEY LAND (AGAIN) 

CENTRAL COAST WATER BOARD AGRICULTURE ALERT 

 

Board of Supervisors 

Board Meeting August 2, 2011 (Completed)  

Sale of County Owned California Valley Land.  The Board authorized the Director of 

General Services to conduct a public auction to sell (bulk sale) 415 parcels totaling 1,052 

acres in California Valley.  The County had previously attempted to sell this land, but no 

bidders responded.  This will be a second attempt.  The parcels were acquired through tax 

foreclosures over the years.  The minimum price will be $1.9 million.  As we mentioned in a 

prior newsletter, we believe that one of the companies building the solar plants might be a 

potential purchaser because its permit approvals required acquisition of more “mitigation 

land” for local wild life and preservation of “visual resources.”  

County Imposes Smart Growth Principles on City of Atascadero.  The Board approved the 

agreement between the County and City concerning the management of the annexation 

process for the Eagle Ranch area to the south east of the City.  As part of the legal 

procedure which allows cities to grow naturally over time, the City of Atascadero is going 

through a process known as "expanding its sphere of influence."  The procedure is legally 

mandated by the State to promote orderly growth and is managed by a quasi-independent 

local agency called the San Luis Obispo Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO).   

LAFCO is governed by a derivative Board of Directors consisting of two County 

Supervisors, two City Council members, two representatives of special districts, and a 

citizen representative.  The expansion of the sphere of influence often precedes future 

annexation.  The County and the City are entering into a contract to manage the transition, 

which could take place over period of years.  Significantly and in part, the contract states, 

“The County’s Strategic Growth Principles will be considered by the City with the purpose 

of supporting and complementing the City’s vision of the area.  Once annexed, the City’s 

General Plan and/or Specific Plan will be implemented for the Sphere of Influence Area. 

The following goals should be considered in developing the Specific Plan:  

 Creation of walkable and bicycle friendly neighborhoods with logical connections 

and future transit opportunities if feasible. 
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 Planning for a trail system to accommodate pedestrians, bicyclists, and equestrians 

which connects to the existing community. 

 Development of a range of housing opportunities and choices. 

 A land use pattern that clusters development in a manner that reduces environmental 

impacts.” 

The Community Development Director of the City of Atascadero was present to answer 

questions from the Supervisors.  When asked if the City agreed with all the smart growth 

principles, the Director was diplomatic and replied that the City’s strategic growth 

principles were similar to those of the County.  When pressed further on clustering of 

housing into compact projects, he indicated that there would be “some of that” but that there 

would also be large lot development and ranchettes.  

Board Meeting of August 9, 2011(Scheduled) 

There are no items of significant policy concern on the August 9, 2011 Board of Supervisors 

Agenda. 

Agriculture Commissioner’s Annual Crop Report for 2010.  Included on the Board’s agenda 

for information is the 2010 Crop Report.  This is an interesting report which covers the 

gross sales for various categories of agriculture (row crops, wine grapes, cattle, etc.).  The 

County’s gross output grew to $712 million, a 14% increase over 2009.  

 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES  

Planning Commission Meeting of August 4, 2011 (Completed) 

 

Shandon Community Plan.  The Commission resumed its chapter-by-chapter and page-by-

page word smithing of the draft Plan Amendment, which envisions in a larger village center 

which could evolve over many decades. After more than four hours of minute discussion 

and comment by the Commissioners, the matter was continued to the August 25, 2011 

Commission meeting.  The focus will be on the Environmental Impact Report.  The broader 

policy context is whether a village center supported by the County as part of its Strategic 

Growth (smart growth) initiative can be economically successful in this location.   What 

employment, retail, and amenities can be successful and a market basis?  The Commission 

is focused on technical details such as traffic, water, sewer, density, infrastructure , and 

design, which cannot really be planned until the basic economic issues and functions of the 

village center are solved. 

Los Osos Community Service District Friction.  At the last minute the District withdrew its 

appeal.  The letter withdrawing the appeal did not provide a reason.  Because of changes in 

the location of the proposed sewer treatment plant and other facilities, the District 

determined to sell an eleven acre parcel and an eighty acre parcel which it retained after the 

new and separate Los Osos Sewer Authority was created.  Purchase or sale of property by a 

public entity in the unincorporated area must be reviewed by Planning to determine 
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conformation of such actions to the County’s adopted General Plan.  The Planning Director 

found that the proposed sale was not in conformance.  Therefore, the District was appealing 

to the Commission. 

Next Planning Commission Meeting August 25, 2011.  In addition to continued mastication 

of the Shandon Plan, the more strict vacation rental requirements will be on the agenda.  

 

 Next Air Pollution Control District (APCD) Meeting September 28, 2011.   

 

                                                       ALERT 

    CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 

     WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR AGRICULTURAL LAND              

                                  HEARING 

                     THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2011, AT 8:15 AM                                                                         

   895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101 San Luis Obispo, CA 93401   

This could be the culminating and final hearing.  The staff report is critical of the 

Agricultural Alternative Proposal: “Staff evaluated the new information and concluded that, 

like the December 3, 2010 Proposal, some of the Agricultural Industry representatives’ 

proposed recommendations, particularly with respect to third-party groups, are not 

consistent with Water Code section 13269 that applies to waivers of waste discharge 

requirements or were incomplete and unclear, so (they) could not be evaluated…”  This 

statement in combination with recent negative op-ed newspaper pieces by Control Board 

Director Roger Briggs, which advocated for strong regulation of agricultural discharge 

water, suggests that attendance at this hearing is extremely important.  
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