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              COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

WEEK OF JULY AUGUST 5-11, 2012 

DYNAMITING FISH? 

NO WINDMILLS IN SANTA MARGARITA?  

                 

       No Board of Supervisors Meeting Took Place on Tuesday, July 31, 2012   

The San Luis County Board of Supervisors does not meet on the 5
th

 Tuesday of months 

containing 5 Tuesdays.  

 

         Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, August 7, 2012 (Scheduled) 

There are no items of significant policy impact on this agenda.  

Damned if you do and Damned if you don’t Department: There is one item of interest 

related to the Diablo Nuclear Power Plant relicensing. Pacific Gas and Electric has been 

required to conduct extensive seismic studies of earthquake faults and other geologic 

structures under the ocean that have the potential to impact the plant. One set of studies 

requires setting off under water charges that allow scientists to make electronic pictures of 

the underlying geology. The County, of course, has been a very strong advocate for the 

geologic studies.  

A problem has now surfaced. The explosions may disrupt the fish and marine mammals. 

The Board will consider a letter requesting that the study be postponed until the issue of 

disturbing marine life is resolved. The County is also requesting that the State provide 

compensation to fisherman for any economic damage resulting from the explosions. 

Supervisor Bruce Gibson who, is a PhD geophysicist, is leading the chorus.  

      

                                             Bruce and Adam Contemplate Policy 

http://www.google.com/imgres?num=10&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=576&tbm=isch&tbnid=aiUJuyAmDuJMWM:&imgrefurl=http://www.juggernart.com/games/free-online-fishing/blow-fishing.html&docid=obMeBgOQKGuVTM&imgurl=http://www.juggernart.com/games/free-online-fishing/img/screens/blow-fishing.jpg&w=400&h=300&ei=bgwbUOTRDdSzqQGi3oG4Bg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=525&vpy=136&dur=4676&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=134&ty=85&sig=103386525680508527511&page=3&tbnh=124&tbnw=157&start=48&ndsp=26&ved=1t:429,r:9,s:48,i:258
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              Board of Supervisors Meeting of August 14, 2012 to be Cancelled 

The County Administrator is recommending that the August 14
th

 meeting be cancelled due 

to a lack of sufficient items for the agenda.   

 

           Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday, August 9, 2012 (Scheduled) 

Zoning Appeal- Windmill and Water Tank: The Planning Director denied an application 

for a permit to construct a windmill and water tank on a lot in the commercial retail zone in 

Santa Margarita. The owner has a vacant lot on which he grows persimmons. The County 

says that even though the lot is used for agriculture, Ag. accessory uses such as the windmill 

are not permitted in the commercial retail zone. Why?  We wonder what will happen if the 

applicant proposes a Chick-Fil-A restaurant instead? 

 

          

 

The County’s reasoning is bizarre. In fact the proposed structures  and the propagation of  

persimmons do not foreclose more intensive commercial use in the future.  The attractive 

project  would enhance Santa Margarita and might stimulate other activity. Ag. accessory 

structures are permitted in the highway commercial zone, which is not that different from 

the commercial retail zone. What are  the public policy and safety justifications for the 

distinction in this case? 

Transfer of Development Credits (TDC’s). The staff report states that this item is back on 

the agenda for minor language changes (from its last update in 2011). The purpose of the 

ordinance is quoted from the staff report below: 
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There have been no “volunteers” in recent years.  The ordinance and staff write up 

emphasizes  that the use of this “tool” is voluntary. We suspect that it becomes less 

“voluntary” in practical application. For example,  a particular applicant might want to  

subdivide a part of a ranch to add a few houses . Staff discovers that there are environmenal 

constraints (too close to the creek, too many foxes, or whatever) that make the project 

unfeasible. But, the owner can “mitigate” (buy) his or her way out of the problem by 

extinguishing some existing lots which  he or she owns elsewhere. The density represented 

by these lots can then be added to the permitted density inside some of the urban reserve 

line areas (URL’s). The sending (extinguishing owner) could then be compensated for the 

extinguished lots with funds that have been paid to and accumulated by an administering 

not-for-profit land trust empowered by the County to sell the higher densities  to developers 

in the authorized URL’s.  

On the receiving side,  the County promises to allow higher densities in the designated 

URL’s in line with its doctrine of “smart growth densification.” We wonder if the neighbors 

on the receiving end will happily accept the higher densities.  

Imagine,  your tax dollars are being used to pay bureuacrats to create, update, and 

administer this convoluted attack on private property and existing  neighborhoods. 

Shameful! 

Cold Canyon Landfill. This is the continuing review of the proposed life extension and 

expansion of the landfill, which serves the south county. During last month’s session, the 

Commission conducted an item-by-item review of proposed conditions.  Neighbors have 

objected to the continuation of this industrial land use in an area which has become 

increasingly high-end residential over recent decades. The residents believe that the County 

approval of the existing permit to operate the landfill would sunset its use at the end of the 

current life cycle. The residents are concerned with truck traffic, noise, odors , blowing 

trash, and the potential devaluation of their properties when it is realized that the industrial 

use will continue for decades.  

An Interesting Consistency Issue/What’s Good For the Goose?  The Planning 

Commission rejected the application  (now on appeal to the Board of Supervisors) of 

Excelaron Oil to drill 12 oil wells in the Huasna  Valley on the grounds that the industial 

use including  truck traffic, odors, noise, and visual impairments, are incompatible with the 

residential/agricultural valley. Similar to the Cold Canyon situation, Huasna has evolved 

over the years into a high end rural residential area that also retains considerable agriculture.  

Also similar to the Cold Canyon (an existing landfill)  situation, the site proposed for the oil 

wells in Huasna is a previously developed oil field.  Of course the landfill provides a public 
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service for which the politicians are ultimately responsible.  Does this mean that the landfill 

will get a pass, while the private sector oil company will be rejected by the  Board of 

Supervisors?  

                          

                    Huasna                                                                 Landfill                

 

 

                                        

                                        Residential Area Near the Landfill 

 

 

                   San Luis Obispo Council Of Governments (SLOCOG)                                                                  

            Meeting of Wednesday August 1, 2012 (Completed)                 

                             

  

Regional Housing Need Allocation (RHNA).   During the August 1, 2012 meeting, 

SLOCOG began the process of allocating mandatory zoned housing units among the 

jurisdictions. Savvy jurisdictions try to keep their assigned number low (especially for 

affordable housing), because failure can mean costs and penalties, as noted below in the 

background.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?num=10&hl=en&sa=G&biw=1366&bih=576&tbm=isch&tbnid=Oxj_iLggo8bedM:&imgrefurl=http://www.newtimesslo.com/news/6242/eir-released-for-huasna-oil-project/&docid=1pVkVzrl525uSM&imgurl=http://www.newtimesslo.com/images/cms/sized/news-what's%20news-Huasna-60.23.jpg&w=480&h=320&ei=SxscUOaRMcn9iwLdsIGABg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=687&vpy=279&dur=12591&hovh=183&hovw=275&tx=160&ty=141&sig=103386525680508527511&page=2&tbnh=120&tbnw=155&start=21&ndsp=27&ved=1t:429,r:17,s:21,i:197
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=576&tbm=isch&tbnid=_qyV6zmmNYtmaM:&imgrefurl=http://www.nopalcactusblog.com/2009/09/28/a-trip-to-cold-canyon/&docid=TVrgSuO-TnYB2M&imgurl=http://www.nopalcactusblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/092709ColdCanyon06.jpg&w=1200&h=900&ei=hxwcUPG6G8jqiQL-9YE4&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1030&vpy=210&dur=1324&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=135&ty=122&sig=103386525680508527511&page=1&tbnh=114&tbnw=160&start=0&ndsp=23&ved=1t:429,r:22,s:0,i:141
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=576&tbm=isch&tbnid=blDjb-Rq0PS4oM:&imgrefurl=http://www.homeaway.com/vacation-rental/p332599?uni_id=3123008&cid=l_trails_1&docid=AuGuTvCROxxmIM&imgurl=http://imagesus.homeaway.com/mda01/38fd2b3c389d2a30a9da66c7cc405b9666fcc8d4&w=400&h=300&ei=th8cUIK_BqbNiwKP8YH4Cg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=90&vpy=2&dur=6081&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=113&ty=103&sig=103386525680508527511&page=3&tbnh=122&tbnw=163&start=49&ndsp=34&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:49,i:230
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Divide and Conquer: COLAB pointed out that the stakes are higher and the law is more 

potent (see More Potent below) because it is now backed up by sanctions that can be 

imposed based on greenhouse gas reduction requirements and the corollary urban 

densification requirements. The SLOCOG Board members missed the point (or did not want 

to deal with it) and were fixated on the usual ritualistic bashing of the State Housing and 

Community Development Department (HCD). COLAB suggested that, since the housing 

allocation process is now a subpart of the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS – also see 

More Potent below), APCD should hold some workshops to explain how the RHNA/SCS 

inter-relationship will work. We also pointed out that we have not heard anything about the  

current status of SCS planning. SLOCOG Board Chair Fred Strong (a Paso Robles City 

Councilman) rebuked the COLAB speaker and said that the SLOCOG would do nothing of 

the kind. The matter would be considered separately by each city and the County. 

Information would be provided to each jurisdiction’s planning director. Perhaps this is a 

divide and conquer strategy.  

Background: Because California and its cities and counties have accumulatively adopted so 

many convoluted land use regulations, affordable housing (even during the current housing 

depression) has become prohibitively expensive. Moreover, builders can survive better by 

constructing large expensive houses. In usual fashion, when the impact of the regulatory 

free market distortions were felt, the State legislature came up with a mandate requiring 

each city and county to adopt a plan to provide zoning (not necessarily build) for a 

stipulated number of housing units per year (the RHNA numbers – pronounced “reena”).  

Every 5 years the State Housing and Community Development Department (HCD) reviews 

the problem and assigns a number to each council of governments (ours is SLOCOG). For 

this cycle, (2014 -2019), the State has set the number at 4,090 for SLOCOG.  In turn, 

SLOCOG must divide up the numbers among the seven cities and the unincorporated 

County. Jurisdictions failing to meet their RHNA quota are subject to State penalties, such 

as the withholding of transportation funds, and are vulnerable to developer and activist 

group lawsuits overturning local zoning decisions.  

More Potent Now: What is different now is that this process will be linked by SLOCOG, 

the California Air Resources Board (CARB), and the APCD to the SB 375 CO2 reduction 

mandates.  The CO2 reduction goals and rules will be used to forestall single-family 

freestanding home development and rural development and to promote the “ smart growth” 

densification scheme. It will also be used to drive anti-car and pro-mass transit schemes. 

SLOCOG is working on a Plan called the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS), which 

will integrate transportation, environmental, and housing mandates into a more powerful 

tool to undermine free markets, free choice about where and how to live, and private 

property.  


