
1 

 

              COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 17-23, 2013  

IMPORTANT STRATEGIC BOARD MEETING ON TUESDAY                    

                     FEBRUARY 19, 2013   
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      WORK ON REVISED AG CLUSTER SUBDIVISION  

 ORDINANCE ABANDONED FOR NOW 

      DITTO FOR EVENTS RESTRICTION ORDINANCE 

(ALTHOUGH EVC WILL BE EXPLORING OPTIONS) 

      SOME PROJECTS TO PROMOTE SMART GROWTH                              

STILL ON LIST:  BOARD SHOULD CANCEL 

 

            

Board of Supervisors Meeting Of Tuesday, February 12, 2013 (Not Scheduled) 

 

 

There was no meeting scheduled.  February 12th was the traditional Abraham Lincoln’s 

birthday, but the combined Presidents Day is observed on Monday, February 18, 2013. 

There was no explanation on the agenda website.  They simply did not post an agenda. 

 

 

                        

Board Meeting of Tuesday, February 19, 2013 (Scheduled) 

 

 Strategic Planning Meeting: This meeting is a strategic planning meeting during which 

the Board will consider some longer-range issues and problems. The order of the day is: 

 

1. General Public Comment for Matters Not on the Agenda. 

 

2. County and State Budget Update. 

 

3. Five-Year Facility and Infrastructure Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

4. Report on Planning and Building Department Priorities.  

 

5. Executive Session. 

 

The Agenda detail may be accessed at the link: 

 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/Meeting.html?year=2013&month=1&

mid=155&activetab=0#current   

 

The meeting is important because the Board may give direction on which Planning and 

Building Department projects (new and revised plans, ordinances, and regulations) should 

be worked on during Fiscal Year 2013-14. In this regard they will make preliminary (non-

binding) budget decisions.  If the Board were to direct the County Administrator to reduce 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/Meeting.html?year=2013&month=1&mid=155&activetab=0#current
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/Meeting.html?year=2013&month=1&mid=155&activetab=0#current
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the General Fund contribution to the Planning Department for next year, they would have to 

lay off some staff and would do less bothersome and intrusive projects. In other words , the 

new Board majority has an opportunity to “turn the water off” on the whole smart growth 

initiative. Specifics are outlined by agenda item below: 

 

Item 4 - Planning and Building Department Priorities and Work Program.  The new 

proposed work program constitutes a significant improvement and departure from those of 

the past 5 years. Significantly, both the Events Ordinance and the attack on the Agricultural 

Cluster Subdivision Ordinance are taken off the work program priority list entirely. The 

language in the Board letter in this regard is significant:  

 

Recommended Deletions from the Top 10 Priorities 

The Special Events ordinance amendments and the amendments to the agricultural cluster 

subdivision program are recommended for removal from the Department’s Top 10 list. Both 

these items remain on Table 3, however they are not current priority items and because of  
this should not be on the Top 10 list. When the Uniquely SLO business cluster returns the 

proposed Special Event ordinance amendments to the Department with their evaluation and 

comments, work can resume including scheduling the amendments for continued public 

hearings before your Board. The amendments to the agricultural cluster subdivision 

provisions need to be reevaluated based on public comments received and the Board’s 

direction from the public hearing held on December 4, 2012. Staff will return 

recommendations on how to proceed within 18-24 months. (Bolded section our emphasis). 

 

 A Political Bet: Note the last sentence above: “ Staff will return recommendations on 

how to proceed within 18-24 months.”  Are they betting on a reconstitution of a leftist, 

pro-“smart growth” Board majority in 2014? This Board should tell them not to waste time 

working on it in the interim. 

 

The 2013-14 Proposed Work Program Top 10 Priorities:  The staff summary of the work 

program is quoted below. The portions marked in yellow should be eliminated by the Board 

because they are implementing tools of the so-called “smart growth” doctrine.  The Board 

should expressly adopt a balanced land use policy, which includes promotion of 

freestanding, single-family houses, estates, and ranchettes. Once this clearly done, analysis 

and consideration of voluntary mixed use, form based zoning, and neighborhood ambiance 

in the unincorporated villages could be a project. This should not be based on prejudice 

against private transportation, freedom of residential choice, and private open space (not 

under the control of nonprofits and the government.) 

 

Proposed Top 10 Priorities 

Based on direction from your Board, the proposed Top 10 list and status is as follows:  

 

 

 

Status: In Progress. The Department received grant funding, and after an RFP process 

hired a consultant to prepare the plan. Residents and stakeholders participated in an 

extensive public engagement process to produce a vision to revitalize historic Highway 1 
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and adjoining streets and blocks. The resulting plan will focus on multi-modal 

transportation improvements and development strategies that foster community identity, 

local economic opportunities, and improved access to services and amenities . The plan 

should be complete by Spring / Summer 2013. 

 

Note: What is multi-modal transportation? Is staff planning requirements to make it 

difficult to use private cars?  

 

 
update Status: In Progress. Plan preparation is underway. A public outreach program, 

including stakeholder interviews, started in 2010 and continued in 2011. On March 29, 

2011, the Board directed staff to undertake a consolidation and reorganization of the Land 

Use Element to streamline and make it user-friendly. A public review draft of the 

consolidated plan and environmental document is available and outreach with the 

Community Advisory Councils has begun. Public hearings before the Planning Commission 

should begin by Summer 2013. 

 

Note - Trick or Treat:  At first glance this project seems beneficial. They are 

consolidating the Land Use and Transportation Elements, eliminating redundant 

portions, and trying to simplify the document.  They have taken great pains to say that 

the changes are structural and do not change any actual land use or regulatory 

standards. The problem is they have placed the commanding strategic growth policy (“ 

smart growth”) on the front of the revised document. Thus the door is opened, that to 

the extent the current rules and standard are inconsistent with the “smart growth” 

doctrine, they would have to make changes. Moreover, the staff would likely begin to 

make interpretations based on the overarching frontend language to which the rest of 

the document is subordinate.  

 

-construction stormwater requirements. 

Status: In Progress. On September 6, 2012, the Central Coastal Regional Water Quality 

Control Board (CCRWQCB) passed Resolution R-3-2012-00-2 that established Post-

Construction Stormwater Management Requirements for Development Projects for 

municipalities throughout the Central Coast Region. Amendments to the Land Use 

Ordinance and Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance will be required to implement these 

requirements. The CCRWQCB gave municipalities one year from adoption of the Resolution 

to make changes to their ordinances and begin implementation.  

 

 

 

Status: In Progress. The Department received a grant to complete a community 

infrastructure needs assessment for the communities of San Miguel, Nipomo, Oceano, and 

Templeton. Public meetings occurred in the communities in late 2012 and a report on the 

survey should be complete by Summer of 2013.  

 

Note: This is a State funded “smart growth grant” designed to insert the doctrine into the 

listed communities.  Stop and give the money back. 
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s Habitat Conservation Plan (Begin Fish and Wildlife 

agency review) and begin Los Osos Community Plan update.  

Status: In Progress. Consultation between agencies and County staff is occurring. Phase I 

includes the agency review draft plan and is scheduled for completion in 2013. Phase II 

includes public review of the draft plan and is scheduled to be completed in 2014. The 

Community Plan update has been authorized for processing by the Board. Some funding for 

preparation of an Environmental Impact Report is in the Department budget, additional 

funding is being requested in FY 13-14 budget. 

 

 

 

Status: In Progress. A revised draft ordinance was prepared based on comments received 

from an Ad Hoc committee of architectural professionals. This was released to the public 

late 2012. Staff has been completing outreach to the Community Advisory Councils. 

Hearings before the Planning Commission are scheduled to begin in March 2013.  

 

This one cuts two ways: If home builders are going to be forced to build in the villages, 

the zoning and structural building requirements needs to be changed to allow the 

added densities, reduced setbacks, reduced side yards, taller buildings, reduced open 

space, reduced parking etc. On the other hand, this is neighborhood densification 

based on climate change and smart growth. 

 

. Status: In Progress. On August 17, 

2010, your Board passed a resolution supporting the development of a Joint Land Use Study 

(JLUS) for Camp Roberts and application for a grant to conduct the study. In March 2011, 

the grant was awarded. After an RFP process, a contract was awarded on July 26, 2011 to 

a consultant for preparation of the JLUS. Data has been collected, two public meetings 

held, and four meetings with the JLUS Technical and Policy Committees. Additional public 

and committee meetings will be held. The JLUS should be completed by the Summer of 

2013. 

 

-permitting for specific photovoltaic systems. 

Status: In Progress. The Department is currently in development of an e-permit for specific 

photovoltaic system permits. This would allow applicants to complete the permitting process 

entirely on-line without having to come into the office. 

 

 (Replaces completed PRGWB Ordinance 

Amendments) 

Status: In Progress. Following a successful community outreach process and preparation of 

an administrative draft plan by the City and Regional Planning Department at Cal Poly, the 

Board, on November 1, 2011, authorized the community plan update. Grant funding was 

received to complete technical background reports which are underway. A public review 

draft is expected to be released in Spring 2013 with public hearings expected to begin in 

late 2013, early 2014 after completion of the environmental review. This comprehensive 
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community-based plan will help shape new growth and development, enhance the quality of 

life, and bring vitality to San Miguel. 

 

-fill development 

Status: In Progress. The Department received a grant to complete amendments that would 

evaluate and revise existing provisions in the Real Property Division Ordinance (Title 21), 

Land Use Ordinance (Title 22) and Coastal Land Use Ordinance (Title 23) which make it 

difficult to develop on in-fill sites in urban areas in compliance with the County’s strategic 

growth policies. A Request for Proposal process was completed and a consultant was 

chosen. Public outreach is occurring and drafts of  these amendments should be available in 

the Summer/Fall of 2013.  

 

 

Note:  Again this one, which is also funded by a State grant, is logically necessary 

under the County’s strategic growth (“smart growth”) Climate Action Plan inspired 

urban concentration schemes.  If you can’t build traditional single-family freestanding 

homes with yards, and cars, and other amenities, you have to change the rules to put 

more density within the existing villages and neighborhoods. Send the money back to 

the State.  

 

 

CAUTION:  What happened to the Energy Wise Plan  (formerly the Climate Action 

Plan)? It contains hundreds of pages of implementing actions. Is anyone working on 

these? If so, which ones? If so, lay them off. 

 

Planning Department Budget:  Much of the development of new regulations and plans by 

the department depends on County discretionary general fund dollars (property tax, sales 

tax, and hotel tax). The revenue received from permitting fees supports plan review, land 

use permits, and building inspections.  This is separate. The Board should cut the non fee 

general fund portion. The Department’s overall budget is $11 million, much of which $6 

million is non-permit local dollars. The staff memo is a bit obfuscatory in this regard: 

 

Currently the Department estimates that in order to complete the revenue generating items 

on Table 1, 38.25 FTE (full time equivalent) positions are needed. The mandated and 

budgeted programs on Tables 2 and 3 require an approximate additional 51.5 FTE 

positions. The Department currently has 89.75 FTE positions on the Position Allocation List 

(PAL) and at this time, 6.75 of these positions are vacant and are under recruitment. Any 

change to the number of FTE positions on the Department PAL would affect the ability to  

complete the programs that are currently budgeted, as well as, the Department’s ability to 

take on any additional work. (Bolded is our emphasis). 

 

PERFECT! First eliminate the current vacancies. Then cut $1 million more and put the 

money into the roads.  

 

Item 2 - County and State Budget Update.  The County Administrative Officer will 

present projections on the County FY 2013-14 Budget, which is currently being prepared. 
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There is no information in the Board letter. This is because it has been the County’s practice 

to present the actual information as a power point during the meeting. Thus, the public has 

no opportunity to review the substance in advance and comment meaningfully. 

 

COLAB has requested for two years that staff power points be included as part of the 

Agenda material in the name of full disclosure and meaningful public input.  There has 

never been an answer other than nothing happens. Most decent jurisdictions require staff to 

include the power points as part of the agenda submission. We are aware of Supervisors in 

one jurisdiction who refuse to consider items on which power points and other information 

have not been included in the online agenda. Not in closed cozy SLO County. 

 

 

Everyone should complain about this on Tuesday. 

 

Item 3 - Five Year Facility and Infrastructure Capital Improvement Forecast.  This is 

one of the most important annual documents produced by a local government. The County 

Administrator’s office has been working for several years to develop an annual process and 

a consolidated document. This has now been achieved, and a very informative and 

professional Capital Budget Book has been produced. In summary, the staff reports: 

 

There are 80 projects in the plan spread over 23 communities and rural areas. The total 

estimated expense over the five year time frame is $347.5 million. The plan includes thirty -

nine facilities projects identified by the General Services Agency with a total estimated 

expense of $96.6 million. It also includes 41 infrastructure projects identified by Public 

Works with a total estimated expense of $250.9 million. 

 

The first year of the plan, FY 2013-14, includes 55 facilities and infrastructure projects with 

potential expenditures totaling $95.7 million. Seventeen facilities projects are proposed by 

the General Services Agency for FY 2013-14 with potential expenditures totaling $25 

million. Thirty-eight infrastructure projects are proposed by Public Works for FY 2013-14 

with potential of expenditures totaling $70.7 million.   

 

The actual Capital Budget document can be seen at: 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/1820/NV95ZWFyX0NJUF9QREZhX3

ZlcnNpb25faW5jbHVkaW5nX2FwcGVuZGl4XzFfdGhyb3VnaF85X2Zvcl9BZ2VuZGEub

mV0LnBkZg==/12/n/12328.doc   

 

 

Executive Session.  The Board will consider developments related to the Paso Robles 

Groundwater Basin development moratorium lawsuit and the Coast National Bank property-

taking lawsuit.  It will also continue work on selecting a replacement for resigning Planning 

and Building Director Jason Giffen. 

  

 

 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/1820/NV95ZWFyX0NJUF9QREZhX3ZlcnNpb25faW5jbHVkaW5nX2FwcGVuZGl4XzFfdGhyb3VnaF85X2Zvcl9BZ2VuZGEubmV0LnBkZg==/12/n/12328.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/1820/NV95ZWFyX0NJUF9QREZhX3ZlcnNpb25faW5jbHVkaW5nX2FwcGVuZGl4XzFfdGhyb3VnaF85X2Zvcl9BZ2VuZGEubmV0LnBkZg==/12/n/12328.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/1820/NV95ZWFyX0NJUF9QREZhX3ZlcnNpb25faW5jbHVkaW5nX2FwcGVuZGl4XzFfdGhyb3VnaF85X2Zvcl9BZ2VuZGEubmV0LnBkZg==/12/n/12328.doc
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                                            Some capital improvements last                                                         

 well after they are paid off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning Commission of Thursday February 14th, 2013 (Cancelled) 

 

There apparently were not sufficient items for a meeting. 

 

 

 

 


