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NEWSOME RECALL QUALIFIES FOR BALLOT
THIS WEEK
IT SHOULD BE A FAIRLY TENSE WEEK AT THE BOS
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT (GOOD)
SAN JUAN WATER DISTRICT WATER GRAB (BAD/UGLY)
COVID STATS (GOOD)
BUT WE NEED TO GO TO LIVE MEETINGS

VOTING, ALL-MAIL ELECTIONS, AND DOMINION (?)
IT WOULD BE BEST TO REQUIRE VOTE-IN-PERSON FOR ABLE-BODIED

YET ANOTHER BIG HOMELESS PLAN (BAD)
SPENDING AVERAGE OF $93,738 PER HOMELESS PERSON IN COUNTY

LAST WEEK
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NO BOS MEETING LAST WEEK
SLOCOG, APCD, IWMA, & COASTAL COMM DORMANT
ISSUES
ARROYO GRANDE ULTIMATUM:
ADOPT PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENT OR WATER PROJECT DEAD

CAREN AND JIMMIE GO FOR UNION CAMPAIGN DOUGH

MORE FEDERAL TRILLIONS FOR ENVIRO-SOCIALISM

COLAB IN DEPTH
SEE PAGE 20

AWAKENING TO WOKE
The mainstreaming of Marxism is meeting resistance from anti-woke
warriors, but more people must lose their fear and fight back
BY LARRY SAND

BIDEN’S CATASTROPHIC GLOBAL WARMING POLICIES
If you thought last year was bad, wait until these proposed policies tear through the
economy.
BY BRUCE THORNTON
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THIS WEEK’ S HIGHLIGHTS
Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, May 4, 2021 (Scheduled)

Item 3 - Fiscal Year 2019-20 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). The report
is being submitted on the consent calendar and is therefore not likely to be given any public
scrutiny or discussion. The good news is that the report received what is known as “unqualified
opinion” from the County’s independent auditors, which means that in so far as their tests show,
the data in the report is accurate and conforms to national standards for governmental financial
reporting. In short, no one is misrepresenting any information and the facts as presented are true.
The CAFR is one of the most important annual report documents provided by any governmental
agency and should be studied by those who have an interest in government services, efficiency,
reform, and the politics of the agency involved. At first, the 288-page document seems
formidable, but it contains substantial useful information, including the independent auditor’s
opinion report and County management’s reply. It also contains an abundance of information
about finance history, County programs, and how the County raises and expends its money.
Matters such as debt, reserves, bond ratings, taxes, fees, and available balances which can be
expended in some cases are also included.
The elected officials, those who are running for office, and those who wish to participate in
examining and commenting on County policies and issues should read this document. The
document also contains a number of historical and comparative tables, which provide useful
perspective on issues facing the County and community.
There are many governmental accounting conventions that will seem peculiar to readers who are
familiar with private sector accounting. For example, the report indicates that the County has
nearly $1 billion in fixed assets categorized as land and buildings. Many may actually be worth
$0. After all, who would buy a hundred million dollar jail, an obsolete hospital building, a glitzy
$54 million airport terminal, a $14 million animal shelter, or even a $200 million sewer
treatment plant in Los Osos? These have no intrinsic value except for their governmental
purpose. It would be interesting to see what potential operators would pay if the whole system
were privatized.
Some examples of tables from the
statistical section are displayed here:
How much of the $17 billion in growth
from 2011 to 2020 is from new
development and how much is simply
the run-up in home prices? Remember
that $17 new billion only yields $17
million in new property taxes per year, of
which 60 % goes to schools. Meanwhile,
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the government employees and teachers are averaging around 3% cumulative salary increases
each year.
Since the data shows Proposition 13 values, it would be interesting to know the full cash values
in order to help take a strategic view of the economy.

It appears that some of the growth was recovery
from the recession. Why has the assessed value
rate of growth plateaued for the 2nd half of the
decade? Is there a Diablo closure effect, or what
else is causing the stagnation?
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PG&E’s Diablo Plant is closing, Phillips 66 is closing, the City of SLO and the enviros are hell
bent on driving Southern California Natural Gas out of the County, the $ 8 billion solar farm is
assessed at only $823 million (State restricts assessment on green energy to a fraction to the real
cost) and the dunes recreation is closing (which will slug the economy of the 5 cities area).
People are going to have to drink and awful lot of wine and beer to make up the difference.

SLO County income seriously lags the State. Is this because there are so many college students,
convicts, mental hospital patients, and retirees counted in the population?
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A government based economy, especially after Diablo.

Item 13 - It is recommended that the Board, serving as the Paso Basin - County of San Luis
Obispo Groundwater Sustainability Agency, authorize the Chair to sign and send a letter
to the State Water Resources Control Board that opposes two applications to appropriate
water that were submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board by the ShandonSan Juan Water District. Supervisors Arnold and Peschong are calling upon the Board to
formally request the State Water Resources Water Control Board to reject the District’s
applications for control of certain storm water that may accrue in wet years. It will be interesting
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to see how each Supervisor votes in view of the fears alleging that the District is fronting for out
of County interests and may seek ultimate control of the Basin.
The Shandon-San Juan Water District (SSJWD) appears to have attempted suicide. At this point
it is threatened with forfeiting over $420,000 in State application fees. As we have reported
previously, the District submitted 2 pre-emptive applications to the California State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in an effort to corner the market on surplus storm water that
may occur in Lake Nacimiento and Santa Margarita Lake in wet years. The District would bank
the water in the Paso Basin and sell it to its members and perhaps others outside of the District in
dry years.
Its other partners in the Paso Basin State Groundwater Management Plan (SGMP) were not
notified as required by statute. Details of this omission are included in the background section
below.
After reviewing the two applications, SWRWC responded with two separate letters stating:

Both letters include scathing, highly technical 10-page rejections of each application, detailing
the omissions, lack of data, failure to contact impacted property owners, failure to contact the
entities that operate the reservoirs, failure to consider Monterey County’s live stream rights, and
scores of other problems. The SSJWD is given 90 days from March 5, 2021 to file corrected
applications or face losing over $420,000 in application fees. It seems impossible that the District
could complete the work, because much of it includes securing agreements from other
governments and property owners who were never included in the process in the first place.
Similarly, there are huge amounts of technical data which must be collected, analyzed, and
agreed to by others.
See Addendum I on page 27 of this update to review the full gravamen of the issue. The
Addendum displays the State’s critique of the District’s application related to diversion of
Nacimiento water. It is a good tutorial on the issues involved and how the District fell short.
Ominously, the letters end with the warning:

In other words, don’t waste our time, don’t willfully ignore your partners, and don’t screw with
Mother Nature. Imagine if the District defaults and its members loose over $420,000 in the dues
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which they paid. What if some of the application costs were funded by government grants? If the
District were to lose over $420,000 of its members’ money, it could face charges of misfeasance
for submitting applications which are so fundamentally “defective.” Worse yet, and given the
secrecy of the applications, if the District Board members are found to knowingly have filed
defective applications (to secure first place in line ahead of the other basin partners) and
strategized that they could repair the defects later, they could be subject to charges of fraud upon
the State, County, other water providers, and their members.
In the end, and if the SWRC cuts the District a lot of slack, the key question will be why. That
Board has 4 members who seem to have engineering, legal, and environmental backgrounds.
They are gubernatorial appointments.

Background: On March 16, 2021, the District announced to its members that it had applied to
the State Water Regional Control Board (SWRCB) for up to 14,000 acre-feet of Santa
Margarita Lake water, and 14,200 acre-feet of which they believe is surplus in wet years. It also
applied for 14,000 acre feet of Lake Nacimiento water. It was not clear from the minutes of
recent meetings if the District Board had actually agendized and voted in public to authorize
submittal of the applications to the State. The letter notifying the District’s members of the
application submittal is dated March 16, 2021. The Applications were received by the SWRCB
on February 4, 2021. This evinces a lack of transparency.
Neither SLO County nor Monterey County had any communication or advance discussions
from the District prior to its action. Neither the County Water Resources Advisory Committee
nor the Paso Basin SGMA Coordinating Committee knew anything about this. The water would
originate in Santa Margarita Lake and Nacimiento Lake, from whence it would be released to
future transmission facilities constructed by the District. The water would be banked
underground in the surplus years and sold to its members in the dry years.

No surplus in dry years.
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Some questions and issues for the County:
1. The County did not consider this water in amending its current existing or prospectively
amended County moratorium ordinance. Would this water be exempt? It would seem that under
the County ordinance, all water in the basin is subject to the provision. Or does something in
the Water Code trump the County’s land use approach?

2. Last month the Board of Supervisors authorized staff to seek an amendment to State
restrictions on the use of the 17,000 acre-feet of Nacimiento water. Staff has been working with
Monterey County on the issue, as both Naci water and Santa Margarita water are important
components of Monterey County’s Salinas River recharge. There are minimum flow
maintenance requirements. How would this new use impact those requirements? If the San
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Juan District made its applications to the State without consulting with Monterey County, do
officials suspect that elements of SLO County are in cahoots, and could the proposal to amend
the restriction on the Naci water be blown up?
3. How does the San Juan District’s prospective right to the recharged water impact the rights
of the overliers who have confirmed their quiet primary title to water in the Basin? Prescriptors
such as the District would seem to be able to pump an amount of acre-feet equal to their
recharge amount, but what happens in a year when this is exceeded?
4. Two months ago the County Board approved Amendment 18 to the State Water Supply
Contract, which could provide additional water for water banking in the basin. Did the County
ever consider the Santa Margarita and Nacimiento storm water options as well?
5. Was the Water District more nimble than the County in attempting to lock up this source?
6. The District’s notice states that it intends to “ensure” that the water is solely to be used in the
District for agricultural irrigation. What if a future District Board changes policy and wishes to
sell the water to other agencies in SLO County or Santa Barbara County? What about selling
water credits? It seems strange that the District would make such a statement to the SWRCB
when the District’s LAFCO approval of its formation already forbids it from exporting water
outside of the Paso Basin.
7. If water recharged by the San Juan District ultimately causes the Paso Basin water level to
rise above current levels, will more pumping occur, undermining the SGMA GSPs?
8. Since it appears that the District submitted its applications to the State Water Resources
Control Board Division of Water Rights on February 21, 2021, is it first in line if any other
basin prescriptors wish to apply for some of the water? Or are they debarred?
9. State staff margin notes on the District’s applications margins indicated that it paid a fee of
$420,850 for the State to begin its review and processing of the application. If the State
received the application on February 4, 2021, why did the District not inform its membership of
the action until March 16, 2021? The Shandon-San Juan District’s February financial report
indicated that it expended $461,579 between January 14 and February 10,2021. Thus the
$420,850 is most likely the major portion.
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Other portions of the District’s applications provide interesting data. For example, a DWR
study indicates that the Basin has more than 30,400,000 acre-feet of storage capacity. How
much water exists in the basin today? Significantly, this fact was not presented during last
month’s adoption of Amendment 18 of the County’s water supply contract with the State. It
would allow importation of surplus state water for recharge into the Basin. The State could have
a huge interest in facilitating such a move, given the immense storage capacity.
The County’s model never
seemed to consider rain as a
source.
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The San Juan Water District is shown in orange on the map below on the next page:
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Item 16 - COVID Status. The County moved from the red to the orange tier, which allows
additional venues to open and more people inside restaurants and events. There were only two
people in the hospital on Friday as of 1:00PM. Again and as far as we can tell, people are freely
mixing and concentrating in many venues outside government surveillance, which primarily
impacts local retail and hospitality businesses. Again, we request that the Board of Supervisors
discuss when they will go back to in person meetings.
There is fear that the State or Feds may attempt to impose mandatory COVID vaccination passports
for travel and entry into public places. Community organizers may push the Board to take a public
stand against such an illegal law which would violate the 14th amendment and interstate commerce
laws. It’s one thing to prevent COVID entering the country from China, but you can’t require people
to show a vaccination certificate to travel to Nevada or attend the Board of Supervisors meetings.

Daily New Cases (and 14-Day Average)
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2 (1 ICU)**
SLO County Residents with COVID-19 in Hospital

Item 22 - Board of Supervisors Raise. The Board will conduct a hearing on proposed raises for
itself. Two weeks ago the Board voted 3/2 (Peschong and Compton dissenting) to schedule a
hearing on a pay raise for the Board on May 4, 2021. This signals that they will probably vote
against the raise.
The Board letter states in part that the current annual salary for the Board members is
$86,115.12. The increase effective July 11, 2021 will result in an annual salary of $90,417.60.
This increase is estimated to increase Fiscal Year 2021-22 and annual ongoing County costs by
$29,708, provided all Board members elect to receive this increase. The annual increased cost
per individual Board member is approximately $5,942 per year. Apparently, the salaries of the
Board legislative aides, who are subordinates of the Board members, are approaching the point
where they will exceed the Board salaries. Bureaucrats who run the system refer to the problem
as “compaction.” They believe that a superior must always be paid more than their subordinates.

Item 25 - Submittal of a report on elections and voting systems in San Luis Obispo County,
and request to provide direction to staff regarding which election model to use for future
elections. The Board will receive a lengthy report from the elected County Clerk Recorder (who
is by law the chief county election official) about the 2020 election and the Dominion electronic
voting system. The actual decision in front of the Board is whether to go to an all vote-by-mail
system or to continue to use a mixture of physical voting precincts and vote-by-mail. The Clerk
Recorder recommends going to the all vote-by-mail system, citing cost, security, speed, and
other advantages.
Underlying the discussion is considerable public concern about the Dominion electronic voting
system used by the County, which has been attacked nationally by current and former public
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officials, advocacy attorneys, and a variety of political interest groups. It has been asserted that
the Dominion system is susceptible to manipulation from the outside via internet, county
intranet, Wi-Fi, or telephonics. It has also been asserted that it can be manipulated by its own
software through hidden programs which are built in to the system to obtain specific results for
the progressive left. The State of Arizona Legislature has commissioned an audit to see if it can
discover if these assertions are true.
In this regard the Clerk Recorder’s report summarizes in part:
SECURITY
• Voting system hardware is NEVER connected to the Internet or the County intranet
• All wireless communications disabled
• Voting system hardware operates either
• Stand-alone (e.g. ballot on demand or ballot marking device), or
• On air-gapped network (computers, servers, network switches connected only to one another)
• Physically secured within our office, access limited to authorized Clerk-Recorder staff
• 24x7 video surveillance
It would seem to be a relatively simple matter for County officials to examine the server or
computer or whatever devices handle the Dominion system to see if they contain any modems or
components which can be connected to the outside. For example, the write-up states, “all
wireless communications disabled.” Does this mean that the system comes with wireless
communications capability? How is it disabled?
The hidden program issue is more complicated. For example, it is known that the Chinese Army
and Russian Intelligence agencies have penetrated US military, intelligence, and diplomatic
software programs to obtain tactical and strategic information. They have also done this to
private sector defense contractors and researchers to obtain information and military secrets.
It would require specialists in the field of detecting these programs to determine if the Dominion
system is capable of supporting them and if they in fact exist.
After the 2020 presidential election, Fox News, Rudy Giuliani, several visible attorneys, and
many state, national, and local officials asserted that the election had been stolen via the
Dominion system. Whether or not this occurred in some urban and large county jurisdictions,
we believe that the election was already stolen legally before the ballots were read into the
Dominion system by:
1. Vote harvesting techniques
2. Same day voter registration and voting.
3. Lack of mail ballot chain of custody in many jurisdictions.
4. Multiple day voting – no real election day.
5. Failure of some elections offices to allow designated observers to be close enough to the
counting to actually see what is going on.
6. Wide swings in vote counts in some crucial vote states between the times they shut down
counting at night and when they opened up in the morning to resume.
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7. The use of street money in the larger and medium sized northeastern and upper Midwestern
machine-dominated Democratic Party cities, (street money is handed out in certain precincts to
voters who promised a particular vote if the machine supported candidate wins.
8. Failure to maintain accurate voter lists by including deceased and people who have moved
away and filling out their mail in ballots.
9. Not requiring voter ID.
The problem for the SLO County Board of Supervisors is that the official who is in charge of the
system, and even if it is perfect and absolutely honest, is providing the evaluation. This
circumstance is causing considerable public concern.

MATTERS AFTER 1:30 PM
Item 27 - Request to 1) receive and file an update on initiatives to address regional
homeless needs and provide staff direction as necessary; 2) support implementation of the
adaptive Framework for Regional Homeless Action Plan and Multiyear Efforts
proposed for FY 2021-22 and FY 2022-23; and 3) direct staff to return with a budget
adjustment request to implement said Framework. This is yet another grand plan for dealing
with the homeless population. It contains the usual goals:
1. More mental health and substance abuse services.
2.Transitional housing.
3. More permanent housing.
4. More direct services to illegal homeless campgrounds.
5. Creation of legal (sanctioned) homeless campgrounds.
6. Creation of sanctioned RV homeless parking areas.
7. More shelter space.
Note that the actual numbers seem to have declined since 2013. This does not comport with the
observable conditions on the streets or in the creeks, shopping strip malls, parks, Cal Tran’s
bushes, and other locations. There are several shopping centers on Grand Avenue which seem to
be allowing a few homeless individuals to camp under the porticos of their buildings. Similarly,
often to exit the Vons parking lot on Teff in Nipomo, drivers have to run a gauntlet of people
begging for money. There is a group which clusters next to the KFC across from the Fair
Grounds in Paso. Another large camp exists just west of Higuera off Prado St. up from the big
homeless shelter. The SLO police periodically remove it and it comes back. These conditions
exist all over the urban portions of the County.
The fundamental problem is that the entire philosophy and system is geared toward the
unachievable goal of rehabilitating the mentally ill, drug and alcohol addicted, developmentally
disabled, attention disordered, plain dumb, and otherwise voluntary traditional hobo
populations. Our elected bodies have determined that society must expend whatever is necessary
to “service” the population.
This ignores the problem faced by the majority of the work a day population. The wealthy are
immune in large lot properties or suburban gated communities. They simply say, “I never go
downtown anymore” or “I wouldn’t go to San Luis Obispo on a bet.”
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The problem is that the government is not addressing the problem. Instead it is using Band-Aids.
There need to be secure places to house and treat those who are not able to take care of
themselves and who are a danger to themselves and others. In the case of mental illness, which is
prevalent in the homeless population, there should be a return to institutions to house and care
for those people who cannot care for themselves. In the case of those who like the lifestyle of
drugs, alcohol, and resort to thievery and other threatening behavior to support their lifestyle,
they should be prosecuted and sentenced to meaningful terms of confinement.
Ultimately, we must replace the public officials who have the catch and release mind set and
install people of will, who will adopt strict community standards and courts which will sentence
these individuals. As noted in the bottom table below, the current program costs $139 million per
year locally. That equals $93,728 per each of the 1,483 “unhoused” individuals listed in the table
immediately below. As noted in Agenda Item 3 above, the average per capita income in the
County is $60,004 per year.

ISSUES
Item 1 - City of Arroyo Grande Issues Ultimatum to Water Project Partners. Pismo Beach,
Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach, and the Nipomo Community Service District have been working
on a major water recharge project for several years. They have received a $47 million dollar
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State grant reservation for the project. The idea is to inject extra surface water into the aquifer in
good years and pump it out in bad years.
Suddenly in March, the City of Arroyo Grande City Council unanimously adopted a provision
which would require that all the participant agencies sign what is known as a project labor
agreement (PLA) with major state trade unions. Such agreements require area contractors to use
union labor on the job as a condition of bidding and award. The proponents state that such an
arrangement assures that local tradespeople get the jobs.
Problems Include:
1. PLAs usually make the projects cost more.
2. Many local contractors cannot even bid because they are not parties to union contracts and
don’t want to submit to a master contract.
3. The unions operate with strict rules of seniority about who gets hired. This means that senior
tradesmen from outside of the County who have seniority get first pick.
4. Parties to the PLA have to agree to the PLA pension, health, and other benefit payments even
if they already have one of their own. Often the local workers never benefit from their own and
their employers’ contributions.
Former Supervisor Adam Hill engineered PLAs for the large solar plants built in the eastern
county. You could see the Louisiana and Texas license plates in the parking lots.
Apparently Council member Jimmie Paulding wants to follow in Hill’s ideological footsteps and
has gained substantial trade union campaign funding. The Council appears ready to blow up the
project unless the other governments capitulate.
The ArroyoGrandians and their neighbors should mount a quick recall campaign against the
entire Council. Many folks are ready to fund it, walk the precincts, run, and otherwise help. After
all, why should the labor stooges on the City Council wreck a great job-producing project and
waste a $47 million grant? Moreover the project provides water security in times of drought.
Item 2 - More Biden Trillions to Cement the Democratic-Progressives’ Power. This one is
$1 trillion for something called the American Facilities Plan. This is on top of the $1.9 trillion for
COVID Relief and the pending $2.3 trillion so-called Infrastructure Plan, which doesn’t contain
much infrastructure. Remember all of this is debt and tax increases, including an attack on
inheritance tax relief, which is essential to pass down family farms and ranches. If you have to
move to Idaho, you will get slammed hard on a massively increased capital gains on the sale of
your home. The venerable 1031 Like Kind Exchange program will be abolished or so diminished
that it can’t work.
The table below shows how the program is primarily a reinforcement of old Great Society
programs, which were mostly failures in the first place.
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LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS
No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, April 27, 2021 (Not Scheduled)
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 4, 2021.

No San Luis Obispo County Pension Trust Board Meeting on Monday, April 26, 2021 (Not
Scheduled)
No Pension Trust Meeting in April. The next meeting is set for Monday, May 24, 2021.

COLAB IN DEPTH
IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR
FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE
LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES
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AWAKENING TO WOKE
The mainstreaming of Marxism is meeting resistance from anti-woke
warriors, but more people must lose their fear and fight back
BY LARRY SAND

Here in California, the woke train rolls merrily along.
If AB 101 passes in its current version, a one-semester high school course in ethnic studies will be
mandated starting in the 2029–2030 school year. Each school district will get to choose course
content, and those with a Marxist agenda are waiting to pounce. Many wokesters are advocating for
use of the “Equitable Math” toolkit. This blatantly political program has little to do with math, but
rather wants to use the subject to destroy “white supremacy,” a phrase that shows up 43 times. It states
that the “concept of mathematics being purely objective is unequivocally false, and teaching it is even
much less so. Upholding the idea that there are always right and wrong answers perpetuate objectivity
as well as fear of open conflict.”
In Santa Clara County, the Marxists have a foothold. According to documents obtained by
Christopher Rufo, a series of teacher-training sessions on how to deploy ethnic studies in the
classroom were led by Jorge Pacheco, a professor from San Jose State University, who encouraged
teachers to “inject left-wing politics into the classroom and to hide controversial materials from
parents.” Pacheco’s presentation was filled with all the usual Marxist twaddle. As a way to “destroy”
the dominant political regime, he suggests that students “get into the mind of a white man such as
Christopher Columbus and analyze what ideology led these white male settlers to be power and land
hungry and justify stealing indigenous land through genocide.” He adds that the aim is to transform
students into “activist intellectuals” who “decodify systems of oppression” into their component parts,
including “white supremacy, patriarchy, classism, genocide, private property, and God.”
Needless to say, the woke train doesn’t stop at the California border. In fact, with help from the Biden
administration, it could be going national. Just last week, the U.S. Department of Education outlined
priorities for federal grants to schools for the purpose of advancing the woke agenda. The subsidy
would prioritize “projects that incorporate racially, ethnically, culturally, and linguistically diverse
perspectives into teaching and learning.” The document also praises the New York Times’ “landmark
1619 Project,” which has been debunked by just about every scholar who has read it. It also quotes
notorious race hustler Ibram X. Kendi who insists “there is no such thing as a nonracist or race-neutral
policy.”
But thankfully, dissent is growing. In Nevada, a lawsuit has been filed by a black Christian mother of
a biracial boy, who claims that her son’s public school, which puts kids in neatly arranged
oppressor/oppressed boxes, has put the boy in a “psychologically abusive dilemma.”
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Also, a “civil rights violation complaint” has been filed against San Diego schools. The Californians
for Equal Rights Foundation along with five partner organizations have filed the complaint against the
school district for unlawful, discriminatory critical race training of teachers and employees.
Private schools, many of which are as radical as their public school counterparts, have had some
recent pushback. Paul Rossi, a veteran teacher at Grace Church High School in New York City, sent
an articulate and powerful letter to his administration a couple of weeks ago explaining the damage
the school was doing by promoting critical race theory. For his caring and candor, Mr. Rossi was
relieved of his job at the tony $57,000-a-year school.
Additionally, Andrew Guttmann, who just disenrolled his daughter from Brearley, a private allgirls school in New York whose tuition is $54,000 a year, sent a letter to 600 families whose children
attend the institution. In his missive, he accused the school of being obsessed with race and
vehemently objected to being judged by the color of his skin. He also disdained Brearley’s emphasis
on equity and its insistence that there is systemic racism in the U.S. After Guttmann withdrew his
daughter, the head of the school Jane Fried whimpered that Gutmann’s opinions were “deeply
offensive and harmful.”
Across the U.S., rebellion is mounting. Parents Defending Education is a national grassroots
organization whose purpose is to reclaim schools from activists promoting harmful agendas. Its
website maintains, “Through network and coalition building, investigative reporting, litigation, and
engagement on local, state, and national policies, we are fighting indoctrination in the classroom —
and for the restoration of a healthy, non-political education for our kids.” Erika Sanzi, the group’s
leader, writes that even “self-described liberals and lifelong Democrats are extremely alarmed by what
they see as dogmatic classroom activism and outright discrimination in the name of diversity, equity
and inclusion.”
Here in California, many groups have formed as a result of the increasing Marxist threat. In addition
to the aforementioned Californians for Equal Rights Foundation, the Alliance for Constructive Ethnic
Studies, Educators for Quality and Equality and many others have sprung up to fight the CRT beast.
But sadly, many Americans are afraid. In an in-depth piece in City Journal, Christopher Rufo
importantly notes that too many Americans have developed “an acute fear of speaking up about social
and political issues, especially those involving race.” He cites a recent Gallup poll, which found that
“77 percent of conservatives are afraid to share their political beliefs publicly.”
While understandable to an extent, that fear must be overcome. Our culture – and ultimately our
country – are in the balance. If we are to survive as a free people, silence is not an option. Find allies,
join a group, create a group, file a lawsuit, write an op-ed, get involved at your child’s school, demand
to know what they are teaching, and remove your child from her school if she is being lectured by the
Marxist mob. We are now at a point where inaction is unacceptable. The time to act is now!
* * *
Larry Sand, a former classroom teacher, is the president of the non-profit California Teachers
Empowerment Network – a non-partisan, non-political group dedicated to providing teachers and the
general public with reliable and balanced information about professional affiliations and positions on
educational issues. The views presented here are strictly his own.
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BIDEN’S CATASTROPHIC GLOBAL WARMING POLICIES
If you thought last year was bad, wait until these proposed policies tear through the
economy.
BY BRUCE THORNTON
At the “virtual world summit” President Biden announced that he’s committing this country to
cut CO2 emissions to half of 2005 levels by 2030. Just trying to reach this ambitious goal will
require severely damaging the economy in order to achieve something that won’t stop the alleged
catastrophic effects of a rise in temperature that may or may not happen.
If you thought last year’s debacle wrought by self-proclaimed “experts” was bad, just wait until
these proposed policies tear through the economy. Once more, the party that “follows the
science” will wreak havoc by mistaking a dubious hypothesis for a scientific fact.
As the Wall Street Journal writes, previous such policies have done little to stop what are in fact
relatively slight increases in global temperatures. For one obvious thing, whatever suicidal
Western nations do, China and India, the world’s first and third biggest emitters, will undo. Even
“climate czar” John Kerry admitted that whatever reductions in emissions we accomplish, it will
have little impact on warming unless China and India reduce theirs––something both countries
refuse to do, having made it clear that they will not follow the West into economic suicide.
But didn’t China sign the Paris Accord? Yet under that “parchment barrier,” China is not
obligated even to start reducing its emissions until 2030, the same year our emissions are
supposed to be drastically reduced the current administration calculate the huge economic
advantage that will accrue to China in ten years? Meanwhile, the communist regime continues to
build dirty coal-fired energy plants. And, does anybody believe China’s empty promises, given
their record of violating the terms of every agreement it signs with the West, such as WTO and
WHO?
Furthermore, that’s just one roadblock. The policies necessary to reduce emissions by the Paris
Accord’s 26-28% that Biden and the green lobby want, will be devastating to the economy. As
the Journal reports, replacing carbon-based energy with so-called “renewables” would alone ruin
the economy, while only lowering global temperatures by a scant 0.17% Celsius, nowhere near
the 1.5 degrees that will supposedly stop the predicted global catastrophe. In any case, most of
the reduction that occurred during the Obama years was due to natural gas replacing coal––a
dividend of the fracking revolution, not Obama’s onerous regulations. So, of course, Biden has
banned fracking on public lands, stopped the Keystone pipeline, and continued the animus
against nuclear power.
The basic fact that the green progressives, which apparently now include Joe Biden, ignore is
that we can’t build enough wind-towers or install enough solar panels to replace carbon-based
energy. Transitioning automobiles to electric power is also a fantasy. We’ve had electric cars for
years, and they still aren’t profitable without government subsidies and bribes. There aren’t
enough high-speed charging stations, nor an electrical grid that could handle the extra
electricity necessary to replace natural gas and gasoline.
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Even worse, the costly side-effects of switching to electric cars are rarely acknowledged by their
promoters. As Kevin Grieve writes on Townhall,
Ironically, in classic socialist fashion, these cars are subsidized with “other people’s money” via
the federal $7500 car tax credit. Never mind the strip mining, toxic chemical leaching, and
massive water consumption of rare metal lithium extraction for non-recycled car batteries. Ignore
the fact that if your electric generation source comes from coal-burning power plants, which is
about 20% of the US grid, you have damaged the environment far more significantly than any
gas-powered vehicle. And you still need to account for the mini toxic hazard that will have been
created when it comes time to dispose of these carcinogenic, half-ton batteries.
But the real scandal is that the catastrophic, anthropogenic global warming hypothesis is getting
pretty wobbly, calling into question the whole pretext for Biden’s exorbitant
program. Numerous scientists are retreating from the predictions of a climate apocalypse. Zeke
Hausfather, Glen Peters, Justin Ritchie, Hadi Dowlatabadi, Roger Pielke Jr., David WallaceWells, and Steven Kooninc are some of the scientists who are “backing away from a worst-case
scenario peddled to the public for years as ‘business as usual,’” as the Journal’s Holman Jenkins
Jr. recently wrote. It seems the “science” is not so “settled” after all. Yet despite this advice from
people doing actual science and casting a skeptical eye on a hypothesis, the Biden cabal is hellbent on going down the “Green New Deal” road and destroying our economy.
So what’s really going on? Grubby self-interest, for one thing. Global warming has been a goldmine for “climate science” researchers, electric car manufacturers, “green energy” subsidies and
consultants, globe-trotting EU and UN functionaries, “renewable energy” businesses, and the
global warming lobby comprising grant-hounds, grifters, celebrities, and carnival acts like Greta
Thunberg. All of this climate advocacy generates billions of dollars a year. How else did Al Gore
become a multi-millionaire who can afford to use private, carbon-spewing jets to attend climatechange confabs?
But there’s a more sinister force at work. For decades the Left has made common cause with the
environmental movement as a tool for discrediting and weakening the free-market economies of
the West. That’s why at global protests the hammer-and-sickle flies next to Greenpeace flags:
both outfits are protesting against the liberal democratic, free-market order that kicked
communism into the dustbin of history. As Andrew Dobson writes, the political
environmentalists represent a “challenge to the political, social and scientific consensus that has
dominated the last two or three hundred years of public life.” The creator and manager of this
consensus has been the West, and for the last century especially the United States. Green crises
like global warming provide opportunities for countries like Germany, as vain about its
environmental purity as it is about its pacifism, to criticize the U.S. and damage its prestige.
Environmentalism, then, is a bludgeon for weakening and dividing the U.S. The powerful myths
of nature going back to the ancient Greeks predispose many people to take seriously claims that
our way of life and consumption are destroying the earth, a sermon preached in school curricula,
government programs, and movies like Avatar and Pocahontas. These assumptions are best
epitomized in the Charter of the Global Greens, a network of Green political parties. First comes
the Mother Nature rhetoric: “We acknowledge that human beings are part of the natural world
and we respect the specific value of all forms including non-human species,” which supposedly
include lethal viruses and bacteria. But dastardly capitalists and industrialists are causing
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“extreme deterioration in the environment,” as well as fomenting “injustice, racism, poverty,
ignorance, corruption, crime and violence, armed conflict and the search for maximum shortterm profit [that] are causing widespread human suffering.”
Such talk is music to the Left’s ears. No matter that actual communist and socialist regimes have
been some of the worst polluters in history, or that free-market capitalism has lifted billions
across the globe from extreme poverty. Catastrophic global warming is the mother of all “crises”
that “shouldn’t go to waste.” Addressing global warming exacts huge costs, both in taxpayer
money and the thousands of regulations that erode profits, drive up prices for consumers, and
make large-scale infrastructure projects more expensive.
More important, it demonizes the democratic-capitalist order, leaving many people, particularly
the callow young, vulnerable to the siren song of socialism and radical climate policies like the
Green New Deal. Just as Marxism benefitted from the crisis of capitalism in the 1930s, so too
today the costs and trade-offs of making the U.S. the freest, richest, most well-fed, leisured, and
entertained people in human history can be manipulated and exaggerated to sell promises of a
better political and social order that will deliver the same high standards of living without
destroying the planet.
That, of course, is a delusion. Actually following through on Biden’s climate policies, which
require a massive increase in federal power, redistribution of wealth, and onerous regulations,
will further move the country toward socialism, while doing nothing to address the “crisis” that
is the pretext for such a fundamental transformation. And, like all collectivist economic regimes,
it will devastate our economy.
For our geopolitical rivals, such an outcome is devoutly to be wished.
This article first appeared in the FrontPage Magazine of April 28, 2021. Bruce S. Thornton, a
research fellow at the Hoover Institution, grew up on a cattle ranch in Fresno County,
California. He received his BA in Latin from the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1975,
as well as his PhD in comparative literature–Greek, Latin, and English–in 1983. Thornton is
currently a professor of classics and humanities at California State University, Fresno. He is the
author of several books on a variety of topics, including Greek Ways: How the Greeks Created
Western Civilization; Searching for Joaquin: Myth, Murieta, and History in California; with
Victor Davis Hanson, Bonfire of the Humanities: Rescuing the Classics in an Impoverished
Age; Decline and Fall: Europe’s Slow-Motion Suicide; and most recently The Wages of
Appeasement: Ancient Athens, Munich, and Obama's America. His numerous essays and reviews
on Greek culture and civilization and their influence on Western civilization, as well as on other
contemporary political and educational issues, have appeared in both scholarly journals and
magazines such as the New Criterion, Commentary, National Review, the Weekly Standard, and
the Claremont Review of Books.
Thornton is also a regular contributor to online magazines such as City Journal and Advancing
a Free Society. He has lectured at many colleges and universities and at venues such as the
Smithsonian Institute, the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, the Army War College, and the Air
Force Academy; he has also appeared on television on the History Channel and
ABC’s Politically Incorrect. His most recent book was released in 2014 by the Hoover Institution
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Press, titled Democracy's Dangers and Discontents: The Tyranny of the Majority from the
Greeks to Obama.

The Socialists always end up goose stepping in black boots. Photo courtesy of the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) of China.

ADDENDUM I
(Begins on the next page)
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Will the Shandon – San Juan District be able to complete all this by early June?
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ANDY CALDWELL SHOW NOW LOCAL IN SLO COUNTY
Now you can listen to THE ANDY CALDWELL SHOW
in Santa Barbara, Santa Maria & San Luis Obispo Counties!

We are pleased to announce that The Andy Caldwell Show is now
broadcasting out of San Luis Obispo County on FM 98.5 in addition to AM
1290 Santa Barbara and AM 1440 Santa Maria

The show now covers the broadcast area from Ventura to Templeton THE only show of its kind on the Central Coast covering local, state,
national and international issues!
3:00 – 5:00 PM WEEKDAYS
You can also listen to The Andy Caldwell Show LIVE on the Tune In Radio
App and previously aired shows at:

COUNTY UPDATES OCCUR MONDAYS AT 4:30 PM
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MIKE BROWN IS THE REGULAR MONDAY GUEST AT 4:30

SUPPORT COLAB!
PLEASE COMPLETE THE MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM
ON THE
LAST PAGE BELOW

MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB FORUM

DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM
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AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO
APPEARED AT
A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER

NATIONAL RADIO AND TV COMMENTATOR HIGH HEWITT AT COLAB DINNER

MIKE BROWN RALLIES THE FORCES OUTDOORS DURING COVID LOCKDOWN.
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