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COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 16 - 22, 2018 

 

THIS WEEK 

 

BACKLOG OF MARIJUANA PERMIT APPS. AND 

ILLEGAL GROW VIOLATIONS SLOWING 

OTHER PLANNING DEPARTMENT WORK                  
STAFF PROPOSES NEW $730,000 PER YEAR UNIT 

COULD A PRIVATE CONTRACTOR DO IT FASTER AND CHEAPER? 

 

JAIL HONOR FARM INMATES LESS HONORABLE  

  
 

PRIVATIZATION OF PUBLIC SAFETY MEDICAL 

SERVICES PROPOSED 

 

PUBLIC FACILITIES FEES REVIEW 

 

REGIONAL WATER BOARD MEETING ON AG 

WATER RUNOFF ON SEPT. 20 & 21 

 

LAFCO CANCELLED 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.oversixty.co.nz/img/-media-31274-hero.CACHE-620x305-crop.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.oversixty.co.nz/lifestyle/family-pets/2016/12/15-guard-dogs-will-make-you-smile/&docid=yIzArrTlV7rqfM&tbnid=FvJ2m2AmH7ke9M:&vet=12ahUKEwjSpvD7xrvdAhUGj1QKHRzMDi04ZBAzKAcwB3oECAEQCA..i&w=620&h=305&bih=581&biw=1350&q=guard dogs&ved=2ahUKEwjSpvD7xrvdAhUGj1QKHRzMDi04ZBAzKAcwB3oECAEQCA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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LAST WEEK 

 

COUNTY FY 2017-18 FINANCIAL RESULTS                     
($9.4 MILLION IN EMPLOYEE RAISES FUNDED WITH YEAR END TRANSFERS) 

Pretty Much a Non Event For BOS 

  

    BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DIRECTOR NOTES STATE 

FUNDING TO COUNTY IS “FREE MONEY”                              
DOES COUNTY MANAGEMENT NEED A RETRAINING  ON OLD PUBLIC 

ADMIN. PRINCIPLE OF ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY? 

 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                                                    
SEE PAGE 12 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR CHANGE: CALIFORNIA 

URGED TO ADOPT MARKET REFORMS  

By Lee Ohanian 

THE ONCE 'GOLDEN STATE' IS BADLY 

TARNISHED 

By Janet Levy 

 

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS     
 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, September 18, 2018 (Scheduled) 

  

Item 13 - Addition of More Staff Planning Department For Marijuana Permitting and 

Enforcement.  A new unit with more staff was proposed for addition to the Planning and 

https://www.americanthinker.com/author/janet_levy/
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Building Department to manage marijuana permitting and enforcement activities. As we have 

noted in past Updates, the County has a huge backlog of permit applications and illegal grow 

violations. 
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Note that the table above indicates that the first full year of the program is projected to require 

44,298 hours of staff time. A regular 40-hour week employee (FTE) works 2080 hours per year. 

However and properly, the staff analysis indicates that the average productive hours per year 

after sick time, vacation, workers comp, training, etc., is only 1500 hours per year. Then if 

44,298 hours of work is required – (44, 298 ÷ 1500 = 21.30) why are 13 FTE projected? Does 

this mean that other staffers will still work on this? 

 

STAFFING COSTS DETAIL 

  
NEW UNIT ORGANIZATION CHART 
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The Planning Department proposed the new unit as part of the 2018-19 Budget. At the time it 

was rejected by the CAO, probably pending a more thorough analysis of the workload. At this 

point the CAO recommends approval. The cost of the unit is to be offset from marijuana 

permitting fees and fines. 

 

a. How long will it take to staff up the unit? 

 

b. On the code enforcement side, how many inspections per day does each inspector do on 

average, and how long do they take per inspection? 

 

c. Could one of the private sector facilitator firms in the area do this cheaper, better, and faster 

while avoiding the addition of long-term pension liability? How much is the accumulated 

projected actuarial cost of Planner III who works for the County for the next 30 years? 

 

d. How much money has the County collected so far in permitting fees and fines? 

 

e. Will there be a lag in revenue vis-a-vis the expenditures due to the backlog? Will the General 

Fund have to assist to backfill this? We will probably see at the time of the 3
rd

 Quarter Financial 

Report in May 2019.  

 

f. Will the County be in compliance with the permit streamlining act? 

 

g. How long will it take to eliminate the backlog? 

 

h. Do the permitting fees and fines in sequence constitute a violation of the 8th Amendment to 

the Constitution?  

 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 

punishments inflicted.  

 

For example, a person has a grow and is registered under the interim ordinance. The permitting 

fees under the permanent ordinance for a minor use permit end up costing $10,000 (all in with 

the base fee, inspections, other departments, etc.). The person can’t afford to pay them, is found 

in violation for the current crop and is fined $1000 per day, and loses the property for default on 

a loan.  

 

The Original Request in May 

BUDGET AUGMENTATION REQUESTS NOT RECOMMENDED 

Title: Funding for Cannabis Ordinance Compliance 

Expense: 

$1,309,995 

Intended Results: 
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1. The Department will process all cannabis-related applications (up to 98) received in FY 

2018-19. 

2. Up to 98 applicants will receive a cannabis-related land use permit and be eligible to 

establish a cannabis-related business within the County. Establishment of cannabis-related 

businesses will enable the Auditor-Controller-Treasurer- Tax Collector to collect tax 

revenue (assuming the tax measure is passed by voters). 

3. Applicants, landowners, business owners, and the general public will have access to 

educational information via an up-to-date webpage about cannabis activities in the County. 

4. Applicants, landowners, business owners, and the general public will have a specific 

person to contact when they have cannabis-related land use questions. 

5. Other County departments will have a specific person to contact when they have 

cannabis issues or questions. 

6. The department will remain in compliance with the Permit Streamlining Act 

(Government Code § 65920 et seq.) and the time limits imposed by the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code § 21000 et seq.).  

 

  
WHY ARE THE PERMITS SO COSTLY? 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/state/california/california-weed/adbqo3/picture201010599/alternates/FREE_1140/Cal Val Pot157 (1)&imgrefurl=https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article201010604.html&docid=Jisw1gMluh-uxM&tbnid=MF1xR6SVjC9ooM:&vet=10ahUKEwjWjrKLmb7dAhWICnwKHad0Dv4QMwhJKBEwEQ..i&w=1140&h=647&bih=581&biw=1350&q=CAL VALLEY MARIJUANA GROWS&ved=0ahUKEwjWjrKLmb7dAhWICnwKHad0Dv4QMwhJKBEwEQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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 Item 23 - Razor Wire for the Sheriff’s Honor Farm – Oxymoron of the Week.  The write- 

up states in part: 

 

Request to 1) amend the fixed asset list for Fund Center (FC) 136 – Sheriff-Coroner to include 

razor ribbon at the Honor Farm campus to deter inmates from leaving without permission.  

 

Reportedly the Honor Farm inmates are becoming less honorable, as increasing numbers of long-

term sentenced prisoners are housed in the County Jail due to the State downshift to County jails 

of those who would formerly be State prisoners. The report indicates that these inmates are more 

“criminally sophisticated” and apparently less honorable, since some climb the existing chain 

link fence and “leave.” Therefore, the need for razor wire. 

 

  
Next Step in PC California 

 

 

Item 27 - Public Facilities Fees (PFF) Annual Report.  This item contains the annual required 

update on how many dollars have been raised by PFF, how much has been expended by function, 

and where it has been expended geographically. Readers will remember that several years ago 

Supervisor Compton figured out that although most of the parks fees were raised in Nipomo, 

most of the money was spent in other parts of the County. 

 

The table below lists the current fee rates. It should be noted that these fees do not include road 

fees and school district fees, which are levied separately. As a result, when permitting fees, the 

costs of hiring permitting consultants, road fees, school fees, in-lieu housing fees, and these PFF 

fees are combined, a typical person building a home may spend tens of thousands of dollars. 

 

The dilemma is how could the County and other jurisdictions raise money for capital 

improvements attributable to development without suppressing the development or adding 

substantially to the price of the related homes and commercial development. 

 

Essentially a greater proportion of funding from current taxes needs to be directed to 

infrastructure. This in turn will require major reforms in the way that State and local 

governments produce ongoing services. The day of the salaried full time civil service union 

protected career benefited employee is waning. Note that in Item 32 below, the County is 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.oversixty.co.nz/img/-media-31274-hero.CACHE-620x305-crop.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.oversixty.co.nz/lifestyle/family-pets/2016/12/15-guard-dogs-will-make-you-smile/&docid=yIzArrTlV7rqfM&tbnid=FvJ2m2AmH7ke9M:&vet=12ahUKEwjSpvD7xrvdAhUGj1QKHRzMDi04ZBAzKAcwB3oECAEQCA..i&w=620&h=305&bih=581&biw=1350&q=guard dogs&ved=2ahUKEwjSpvD7xrvdAhUGj1QKHRzMDi04ZBAzKAcwB3oECAEQCA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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considering contracting out public safety medical care. Note that SLO County already contracts 

for public defender services, fire, and some maintenance. 
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MATTERS AFTER 1:30 PM 
 

Item 32 - Public Safety Medical Services Choice: County Operation.  The Sheriff and the 

Administrative Office have prepared a very complete analysis comparing in-house operation and 

contracting out of jail medical services. These have come under scrutiny in recent years. The 

recommendation is to contract the services out based both on qualitative and financial analysis. 

The table below depicts the financial benefit. 

 

 

 

 
 

National firms have perfected providing public safety medical services with great success. 

Twenty-eight of the 58 counties in California now contract out.  More are in the process of 

issuing requests for proposals. 

 

The firms which are likely to bid on a contract have very in depth capabilities for both physical 

medicine and behavioral medicine including substance abuse and addiction. 

 

The plan includes assisting employees who could face layoffs with transition to other jobs, 

whether with the County or with the contractor that is ultimately selected. 

 

Lesson Learned and Opportunity:  How about conducting one or two similar analyses every 

year for other services? Health clinics, fleet services, building maintenance, information 

technology, personnel services, planning, community development, parks, social services, and 

others are good examples for review.  

 

No Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) Meeting on Thursday September 20, 

2018 (Not Scheduled) 
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Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (CCRWQCB) Meeting of September 

20 & 21 , 2018 (Scheduled) Watsonville City Council Chambers 275 Main Street - 4th Floor (New 

Building) 

Watsonville . Both days start at 9:00 AM 

  

Item 6 - Agricultural Order 4.0 Stakeholder Panel Discussions  

[Chris Rose, 805\542-4770, chris.rose@waterboards.ca.gov] 

There will be several panels and speakers for this item followed by an opportunity for 

public comment.  The item will begin on Thursday and continue through Friday. 
Thursday’s panelists represent agricultural interests. Friday’s panelists represent 

environmental and environmental justice interests. Opportunity for public comment is 

provided on both Thursday and Friday following panel discussions.  

STAFF REPORT 
Attachment 1: Day One Agricultural Panels 
Attachment 2: Day Two Environmental Panel 

 

This 2-day extravaganza represents the kickoff of what is likely to be an effort to make the rules 

for ag water runoff even more severe and oppressive.  

  

 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

  

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, September 11, 2018 (Completed) 

 

In General:  This was short agenda with only 25 items. Most involved contract approvals for 

previously budgeted programs or reports on various matters.  

 

Revealing Quote of the Day:  Behavioral Health Director Ann Robin, while introducing a new 

mobile mental health service, stated that the funding is being provided by the State, and no 

County or local funding is required. To emphasize the point, she stated, “It’s free money.”  We 

wonder where she thinks the free money comes from and who is the source? 

 

County staffers actually need a class on the State/local financial situation in California and our 

highest taxes in the nation. See the articles in the COLAB In Depth section starting on page 12 

for deeper background on the impact of the public officials regarding your tax dollars as “free 

money.” 

 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/board_info/agendas/2018/september/item6/item6_stfrpt.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/board_info/agendas/2018/september/item6/item6_att1.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/board_info/agendas/2018/september/item6/item6_att2.pdf
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Item 22 - Fiscal Year End 2017-18 Financial Report.  The Board received a presentation on 

the report and profusely thanked the staff for all their work. The Report covered the final results 

of the past fiscal year. The County is in the black for the short term and is slightly benefiting 

from the strong economy. 

 

Background:  After all the puts and takes, the General Fund ended up with a balance of $1.3 

million more than was forecast earlier in the year and at the time of the FY 2018-19 Budget 

consideration. The CAO recommended that most of this be granted to the City of SLO as a 

partial contribution towards the Prado Road interchange with Highway 101. The Board must 

have been satisfied that this was appropriate, as it did not come up in the meeting. 

 

 

 

COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER 

UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES AND FORCES  
 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR CHANGE: CALIFORNIA 

URGED TO ADOPT MARKET REFORMS  

By Lee Ohanian 

 

Image credit: Eric Draper 
 

Once a beacon of opportunity, California’s economy is 

slowing and the state is mired in socially and politically 

fashionable policies, says Lee Ohanian, an economist at the 

Hoover Institution. 

The wiser approach would be to adopt growth-supporting 

policies on taxes, energy, housing and public investment, 

said Ohanian, a Hoover senior fellow whose research 

focuses on economic crises, economic growth, and the 

impact of public policy on the economy. 

“The recent history of California economic policies 

highlights just how important policies are for facilitating 

https://www.hoover.org/profiles/lee-ohanian
https://www.hoover.org/
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economic growth, producing high living standards, and creating economic opportunities for 

everyone,” he said. 

For many years, California was the most rapidly growing state in the country, Ohanian pointed 

out. For example, California’s economy grew at a rate of 2.5 percent last year, falling short of the 

3.3 percent year-over-year growth the Golden State saw in 2016. 

“At the turn of the twentieth century, California was home to less than 2 percent of the 

population. By 1990, California accounted for 12 percent of the population. This remarkable 

growth was fostered by economic policies that were focused squarely on economic growth,” he 

said. 

But California’s policy climate has changed over time, he said, as policies shifted from growth-

supporting policies to ones much more focused on various social and political considerations. 

“Consequently, our growth is much lower than in the past and economic inequality has increased 

to a record high,” he said. 

Taxes, economy 

Ohanian suggested the state of California could enact several reforms to spur growth and solve 

some of its economic and inequality ills. 

“One very important area is tax policies. Currently, California has the highest tax rate for top 

earners across all states, which is 13.3 percent,” he said. 

Factoring in other taxes, such as federal and local taxes, means that the most productive workers 

in California face an overall marginal tax rate approaching 50 percent, Ohanian noted. 

“This is close to the level of tax rates in many Western European countries, such as France, 

Belgium, and Italy. This level of tax rates has been shown in several research studies to be a key 

factor in depressing Western European economies and is doing the same today in California,” he 

said. 

Ohanian said that reducing tax rates is critical for expanding California's economic growth, 

particularly economic growth in the areas of California that remain  depressed, such as the 

Central Valley. 

Public investment 

Another important policy reform is in the area of public investment, he said. 

According to Ohanian, in the 1960s when California was growing very rapidly, state policy 

makers chose to invest as much as 20 percent of the state’s budget in capital projects, including 

new schools, transportation infrastructure, and water infrastructure, such as the massive 

California Water Project. 

“It was widely understood by both Republican and Democratic elected officials that these 

investments were needed to support California’s substantial population and economic growth. 

Today, public investment is only about 2 percent of the budget, which explains why our roads, 

bridges, dams, and school buildings are now failing,” he said. 
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California’s current public investment budgets aren’t even sufficient to deal with depreciation, 

much less build new infrastructure, Ohanian stated.  

“Restoring our capital spending budgets is necessary not only for increasing economic growth 

but also for improving public safety,” he added. 

Business regulations 

Business regulation is yet another area that merits reform, Ohanian said, noting that it’s 

important how a state like California is evaluated for its business climate compared to other 

states. 

“These evaluations range from surveys of chief executive officers to academic studies that 

compare various factors affecting the cost of doing business within a state. Most of these 

assessments rank California near the bottom across states,” he said. 

Ohanian said these studies indicate that improvements are needed in many areas affecting 

California’s business environment— for example, the state’s minimum wage, the state’s liability 

system, the state’s workman’s compensation system, and environmental regulations. 

Housing costs, homelessness 

Ohanian urges policy changes to reduce housing costs and homelessness. 

“Out of control land use regulations and restrictions, such as zoning, are making it very hard to 

build new housing,” he said. 

For many years, including the years of rapid population growth, the price of California housing 

was about 35 percent higher than the rest of the country, but was stable, Ohanian said. 

“This means that the price of California housing was not rising any faster than in the rest of the 

country, despite so much population growth,” he added. 

But in the 1980s when land use restrictions began to expand, the price of California housing 

began to climb relative to average prices in the rest of the country, Ohanian said. 

“Now California housing prices are about 200 percent higher than the national average,” he 

noted. “To increase housing affordability, we need to make it easier and less expensive to build.” 

In the current policy environment, California realistically will not build more housing unless it 

develops currently depressed areas, such as the Central Valley and other areas outside of coastal 

California, he said. 

“This would offer the best chance to provide housing for many of the currently homeless,” 

Ohanian said. 

In addition, a sizable fraction of the homeless are mentally ill and/or have drug or alcohol 

dependency problems. This will require treatment facilities, which again would be more cost-

effective if they were built in lower cost inland areas, he added. 

Ohanian said current approaches to treating homelessness are failing. 

“Twenty-five percent of the homeless are in California. San Francisco is planning on spending 

up to $38,000 per year per drug addict, but there is no evidence that these problems are getting 
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any better. In fact, current policy may be leading to more homelessness by making housing more 

expensive and by making drug use more accessible, as in San Francisco, which provides free 

hypodermic needles to addicts. Our housing cost problems and homelessness problems will not 

improve without a substantial change in policies,” he said. 

Education, energy  

Ohanian said California once had some of the best K–12 schools in the country. Yet today it 

ranks near the bottom of school rankings among the states.  

Research by Hoover economists Rick Hanushek and Caroline Hoxby shows that reforms of 

teacher union rules would significantly improve California’s education outcomes, he said. 

“This would include reforming teacher tenure rules,” said Ohanian, adding that Hanushek has 

shown that replacing the bottom 5–10 percent of teachers, with an average quality teacher could 

create up to $100 trillion in additional output and income. 

“However, teacher tenure rules make it virtually impossible to fire a teacher for poor teaching 

performance. Teacher pay should also be based on their effectiveness, but teachers’ unions have 

consistently fought merit pay,” he said. 

Ohanian said that Hoxby’s research shows that the lack of merit-based pay has directed many 

talented individuals away from teaching careers.  

“This means that we have fewer ‘superstar’ teachers in our classrooms. The best teachers are 

incredibly valuable, and we should pay them well. In contrast, we now have tens of thousands of 

children whose education is being negatively affected by poorly performing teachers,” he said. 

Ohanian said that research by Thomas Kane of Harvard shows that a student is actually better off 

not even attending school, rather than going to class with a poorly performing teacher. 

“We need to improve the average quality of teachers and also reduce the number of very poorly 

performing teachers,” he said. 

In terms of energy, California prides itself on leading the way with development of renewable 

energy, such as solar energy and wind power, said Ohanian, noting that California carbon 

emissions are down to 1990 levels, and its next goal is to reduce greenhouse gases 40 percent 

more by 2030. 

“This certainly sounds laudable, but keep in mind that California is only responsible for about 2 

percent of world greenhouse gas emissions. Thus, California can spend a lot of money in 

reducing carbon emissions, but it is just a drop in the world bucket and will make very little 

difference. Meanwhile, these energy policies are increasing California’s cost of living,” he said. 

Beginning in 2020, California will require solar panels on almost all new houses, as well as the 

installation of expensive insulation, windows, and super energy-efficient appliances, according 

to Ohanian. 

This may drive up the cost of California housing by more than $30,000, he estimated. “This is 

irresponsible in a state where only 30 percent of households can afford the median-priced 

house.” 

https://www.hoover.org/profiles/eric-hanushek
https://www.hoover.org/profiles/caroline-m-hoxby
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Ironically, by raising the cost of housing, Californians are driving and commuting more than ever 

by living farther outside cities with high-paying jobs, such as San Francisco, and spending more 

energy doing so, Ohanian said. 

“This is increasing the very emissions that the state is spending so much to reduce”, he added.          

Lee E. Ohanian is a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution and a professor of economics and 

director of the Ettinger Family Program in Macroeconomic Research at the University of 

California, Los Angeles (UCLA). He is associate director of the Center for the Advanced Study 

in Economic Efficiency at Arizona State University and a research associate at the National 

Bureau of Economic Research, where he codirects the research initiative Macroeconomics 

across Time and Space. He is also a fellow in the Society for the Advancement of Economic 

Theory. This article first appeared in the September 10, 2018 edition of the Stanford University’s 

Hoover Institution Daily Report. 

  

 

The Once 'Golden State' Is Badly Tarnished 
 

By Janet Levy 

 

With crime soaring, rampant homelessness, sanctuary state status attracting the highest illegal 

immigrant population in the country and its “worst state in the U.S. to do business” ranking for 

more than a decade, California and its expansive, debt-ridden, progressive government is 

devolving into a third-world country. In cities such as San Francisco, public defecation is legal, 

drug use is flagrant, and tent cities are designated biohazards. In once pristine San Diego, 

contractors have been spraying down homeless encampments with household bleach to stave off 

a hepatitis A epidemic.  

The so-called “Golden State,” which now has the highest poverty rate in the nation, is tarnished 

beyond recognition with such serious problems that the sublime climate and striking coastline 

may no longer be enough to sustain its reputation and cachet. With laws that benefit criminals 

and illegals, big government that endeavors to control every aspect of residents’ lives from 

plastic bags to straws; sanctioned street, tent, and vehicle dwelling; and an unaffordable 

overhyped bullet train boondoggle that will cost taxpayers almost $100 billion, California is 

headed for economic disaster. 

Rising Crime 

In the past few years, California has instituted criminal justice reform legislation and initiatives, 

ostensibly to reduce budget expenditures and prison overcrowding, which has led invariably to 

the release of more criminals into the state’s population. 

https://www.americanthinker.com/author/janet_levy/
http://www.mercurynews.com/2018/06/13/bubble-watch-is-californias-anti-business-vibe-killing-the-states-economy/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/Neighbors-disgusted-over-despair-on-block-hit-13015964.php
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/09/13/550674476/san-diego-washing-streets-with-bleach-to-combat-hepatitis-a-outbreak
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/news/2018/01/18/states-highest-poverty-rates-calif-fla-la-ny-az.html
https://www.breitbart.com/california/2018/03/18/californias-98-billion-bullet-train-price-tag-due-to-spiking-tunnel-costs/
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 Proposition 47, a referendum passed in 2014, reclassified certain drug possession felonies 

to misdemeanors and required misdemeanor sentencing for theft when the amount 

involved is $950 or less. Drug possession for personal use is now considered a 

misdemeanor. 

 Proposition 57, a statewide ballot proposition passed in 2016, changed parole policies for 

those convicted of nonviolent felonies. But the proposition failed to define “nonviolent 

crimes”. The result was that those committing “nonviolent” crimes such as rape of an 

unconscious or intoxicated person, assault of a police office, domestic violence, hostage 

taking, drive-by shootings, and human trafficking of a child became eligible for early 

parole based on a paper review in lieu of a parole hearing. 

 Assembly Bill 1448 and Assembly Bill 1308 allow for the early release of prisoners who 

are 60 years or older who have served at least 25 years of their sentence and prisoners 

who committed crimes at least 25 years or younger who have served at least 15 years, 

respectively. Both were signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown in 2017. 

 In June this year, Gov. Brown signed into law AB 1810, that gives defendants a chance to 

have their charges dismissed and evidence of their arrest erased from the record if they 

can convince a judge that they suffer from a treatable mental disorder. Such defendants 

could be offered a pretrial diversion of two years to undergo mental health treatment. 

As may have been expected with lenient policies, violent crime and property crime rates in the 

state increased and will mostly likely soar in the aftermath of some of the newly implemented 

measures.  An FBI study of crime rates from 2014 to 2015 found that 48 California cities saw 

overall increases with 24 experiencing increases in the double digits for property crime, an 

increase directly attributable to Prop. 47, according to Marc Debbaudt, past president of the 

Association of Los Angeles Deputy District Attorneys. 

Homelessness 

  

As of 2017, California had a homeless  

population of over 134,000, or one 

quarter of the nation’s homeless. 

UCLA researcher William Yu noted 

that 26% of California’s homeless are 

severely mentally ill, 18% are chronic 

drug abusers, 9% are veterans and 

24% are victims of domestic abuse. 

Orange County Supervisor, Tod 

Spitzer attributes much of the problem 

to legislation signed by Governor 

Jerry Brown over the past few years 

that markedly decreased the penalties 

for drug use, possession, and petty crimes, thereby reducing arrests and eliminating mandatory 

treatment for drug abuse and mental health treatment. 

Where other states have successfully instituted welfare-to-work programs, California’s liberal 

government has resisted pro-work reforms and retained a system of cash disbursements with no 

http://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/19/californias-homelessness-crisis-a-major-issue-in-governors-race.html
https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/01/californias-proposition-47-crime-and-no-consequences/
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/06/08/californias-dangerous-crime-trifecta/
http://www.ppic.org/blog/new-laws-expand-criminal-justice-reforms/
http://www.ppic.org/blog/new-laws-expand-criminal-justice-reforms/
http://www.vvdailypress.com/news/20180708/ab-1810-adds-to-foolishness-of-props-47-and-57
https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/An-explosion-of-California-property-crimes-6922062.php
http://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/19/californias-homelessness-crisis-a-major-issue-in-governors-race.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/19/californias-homelessness-crisis-a-major-issue-in-governors-race.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-ucla-anderson-forecast-20180613-story.html
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2018/02/26/los-angeles-burbs-crack-down-on-huge-homeless-camp-near-disneyland-fearing-new-skid-row.html
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2018/02/26/los-angeles-burbs-crack-down-on-huge-homeless-camp-near-disneyland-fearing-new-skid-row.html
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-jackson-california-poverty-20180114-story.html
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strings attached. This has led to a state bureaucracy that continues to grow and expand its budget, 

staffing, and client base. Inordinately high housing prices, somewhat driven by restrictive land 

use and environmental regulations, have exacerbated the problem. 

Civil rights organizations such as the ACLU have made the homelessness issue a difficult one to 

tackle. In 2003, the ACLU filed a lawsuit, Jones v. City of Los Angeles, on behalf of homeless 

people who were ticketed and arrested for sleeping on public sidewalks at night. In 2006, the 9th 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled on the lawsuit by striking down the Los Angeles ordinance 

that made it a crime for homeless people to sleep on the streets when no shelter is available. Not 

only is it permissible to pitch a tent in many areas in the state but also vehicle dwelling is 

allowed in Los Angeles residential areas from 6:00 a.m. to 9 p.m. and in business and industrial 

areas from 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

Illegal Immigration 

California, a sanctuary state, is home to at least 4 million illegal immigrants and their children. 

National Economics Editorial, a website that covers economic issues, has estimated that those in 

the state illegally contribute $3.5 billion in taxes while costing California approximately $30.3 

billion annually, or 17.7% of the state budget. According to the Migration Policy Institute (MPI), 

more than half are unskilled, uneducated, and lack English proficiency. 

Services to illegals include welfare, food stamps, meal programs, free immunizations, low-cost 

housing and in-state tuition rates. In addition, children of illegals make up 18% of the public-

school population, straining the already burdened school system by increasing student-to-teacher 

ratios and by impeding the learning process with supplemental, English-language instruction. 

Unchecked illegal immigration comes with a marked increase in crime rates. Those who have 

broken the law to come to the United States are overrepresented in murder charges, drug 

trafficking, and gang violence. Increased policing, court, and incarceration costs put additional 

strain on the justice system. In 2014, the U.S. Department of Justice and U.S. Sentencing 

Commission reported that illegal immigrants committed over 13% of all U.S. crime, and a 

particularly high level of violent and drug-related crimes, according to criminologist and law 

enforcement expert Ron Martinelli. A substantial illegal immigrant population coupled with a 

policy signed by Governor Jerry Brown in 2014 that protects criminal illegal immigrants by 

reducing their sentences to fall below federal standards for deportation further aggravates the 

problem. This, at a time when 59% of Californians want to increase deportations of illegals. 

In a measure that would add to costs and incentivize illegal entry, California gubernatorial 

candidate, Gavin Newsom, plans to issue an Executive Order to grant universal healthcare, if 

elected. Former governor Pete Wilson warns that a system that removes all market-based 

competition could produce annual budget shortfalls of $40 billion, add six million illegals to the 

healthcare rolls, encourage medical tourism, and restrict the range of care and increase waiting 

times for California citizens. The resulting elimination of competitive private sector health care 

options would mean that more businesses and sources of tax revenue will leave the state. 

Poor Business Climate 

In 2014, Chief Executive magazine quoted CEO comments like  “California goes out of its way 

to be anti-business,” “California continues to lead in disincentives for growth businesses to stay,” 

and “The regulatory, tax and political environment are crushing.” California’s reputation as the 

http://www.aclu.org/news/aclu-southern-california-wins-historic-victory-homeless-rights-case
https://www.lacity.org/for-residents/popular-information/comprehensive-homeless-strategy-implementation/los-angeles-municipal-code-lamc-8502-vehicle-dwelling
https://www.mrctv.org/blog/california-votes-become-sanctuary-state-putting-illegals-ahead-citizens
https://nationaleconomicseditorial.com/2017/02/21/costs-illegal-immigration-california/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/data/unauthorized-immigrant-population/state/CA
http://www.fairus.org/press-releases/illegal-immigration-costs-california-taxpayers-more-25-billion-year-finds-fair
http://nationaleconomicseditorial.com/2017/02/21/costs-illegal-immigration-california/
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/crime/329589-the-truth-about-crime-illegal-immigrants-and-sanctuary-cities
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/crime/329589-the-truth-about-crime-illegal-immigrants-and-sanctuary-cities
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2018/04/19/shock-poll-59-californians-want-increased-deportations-illegals/
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/influencers/article217284385.html
http://chiefexecutive.net/california-is-the-worst-state-for-business-2014/
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worst state to do business has a lot to do with its high tax rates.  In addition to having the highest 

state income tax in the nation, it has the highest sales tax rate, the 9
th

 highest corporate income 

tax rate, one of the highest property tax rates and the highest gasoline tax rate. Yet, with a 

shortfall of $612 billion when future pensions, bond repayments and other debts are added to the 

budget shortfall, the state is drowning in debt, more than twice as much debt as any other state. 

In addition, the cost of living is 36% higher than the national rate, and, at 23.4%, California has 

the highest poverty rate in the nation, according to former California Assemblyman Steve 

Baldwin.  

California, a world leader in technology, entertainment, agriculture, and a past global trendsetter 

in culture and innovation, has been dominated for decades by a government made up of far-left 

ideologues. These so-called "progressives" have supported an ever-growing and onerous 

regulatory climate that effectively redistributes wealth by adding to an already burdensome rate 

of taxation and expanding entitlement programs. Given the current business environment and 

policies on crime, homelessness, and illegal entry that are likely to continue, the once “Golden 

State” could become a failed state in short order if left unchecked.  In the words of Steve 

Baldwin, “A state cannot chase away the producers and attract the takers year after year without 

economic consequences.”  

Janet Levy, MBA, MSW, is an activist, world traveler, and freelance journalist who has 

contributed to American Thinker, Pajamas Media, Full Disclosure Network, FrontPage 

Magazine, Family Security Matters and other publications. This article first appeared in the 

September 12 edition of American thinker. 
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SUPPORT COLAB!                                                                                                                            

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE LAST PAGE BELOW 

  

MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 

 

  

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB MIXER 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

See the presentation at the link: https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA    

  

AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
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