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COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF  OCTOBER 7 - 13, 2018 

 

THIS WEEK 

 

BOS STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION  
RAISES SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT POVERTY IN SLO 

COUNTY 

 

WHY ARE HOUSING AND COMMERCIAL BLDG. 

STARTS SO LOW? 

 

3-YEAR FINANCIAL FORECAST POSITIVE IN 

OUT YEARS IF ECONOMY STAYS STRONG 

 

LAST WEEK 

  

 PLAINS OIL PIPELINE PERMITTING WORK 

TO BEGIN 
IMPACTS BOTH SLO AND SANTA BARBARA COUNTIES 

FUTURE OF EXXON MOBIL REFINERY, PHILLIPS 66 REFINERY, & 

SB COUNTY OFF SHORE PLATFORMS ALL IN PLAY 

 

STATE WATER ACT (SGMA) PLANNING STATUS 

REPORT RECEIVED – NO ACTON NEEDED NOW 

 

MAJOR PROPERTY RIGHTS ISSUE IN 

SUBDIVISION CONFIRMATION APPEAL 
BOARD APPROVES 3/2 – GIBSON & HILL OPPOSED                         

“PROPERTY RIGHTS MUST BE VIEWED IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST” 
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CITY OF PISMO APPEALS ONE LOT 

SUBDIVISION IN UNINCORPORATED COUNTY   
 

 

CITIZENS REBUKE SLOCOG FOR VOTING TO 

OPPOSE PROPOSITION 6  - REPEAL OF SB 1 

 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                                                    
SEE PAGE 15 

 

Paso Basin Landowners Victorious in Water Rights 

Trial! 1 

By Greg Grewal   

 

Epitaph for a Dying Culture 

By Victor Davis Hanson  

 

KAVANAUGH IN THE CRUCIBLE 

“The age of Sexual McCarthyism” 

By Suzanne Fields   

 

                                                           
1
 But the County won’t admit it. Read article on page 15 and our note at the end explaining the 

facts. 

https://amgreatness.com/author/victor-davis-hanson/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/suzanne-fields/
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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS     
 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, October 9, 2018 (Scheduled)  

 

 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING 
 

Each October the Board conducts a meeting which is reserved for strategic planning. There are 

no regular business items, planning appeals, or subject specific hearings.  Instead, the Board 

historically received presentations concerning financial projections for the ensuing fiscal year, 

the Planning and Development Department work program, and other random items which came 

to mind such as public facilities fees, the status of the airport, etc. 

 

This year it is positive in that the session is much more focused and is actually becoming more 

strategic. It leads off with a serious presentation by the United Ways of California on poverty in 

the County. It then presents the 2018-19 Budget Forecast. For the first time it also presents a 

longer term financial forecast (3 years); an update on SB 1090 (the successful Legislative Bill 

which will allow the CPUC to allow PG&E to pay Diablo closure mitigation payments to the 

County and other jurisdictions; and then the usual discussion of ongoing and potential future 

Planning and Building Department projects – these are important because the mostly involve 

inventing ways to add regulations, costs, and restrictions.  

 

In any case this is good news, and the CEO, Budget Staff, and Departments that worked on this 

should be congratulated. Budget Director Emily Jackson led the effort. It is possible that the 

Board majority is providing staff some freedom to go beyond the safe ritualistic presentations of 

past years and to begin to surface real issues (other than just worrying about the State Budget 

impact on counties and promoting more regulations). 

 

Here we begin to see a glimmer of hope for the County to begin to assess policy in terms of the 

observable/measurable conditions, significant data , trends and its own workload measures. It 

could then formulate potential policy responses in an overall strategic approach rather than as 

just separate reflexive reactions to the latest State mandates, trendy social beliefs, or political 

expediency.  

 

Pictorially and once fleshed out, the system could conceptually function as shown in the sample 

in the graphic below: 
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This could be tailored to SLO County’s specific needs and emphases. 

 

The official agenda for the day organizes the matters as follows: 

 

 

Item 4 - Presentation from United Ways of California on The Real Cost Measure in 

California 2018.  

 

Item 5 - General Public comment for matters not on the agenda.  

 

Item 6 - Consideration of a report regarding the County’s Fiscal Year 2019-20 financial 

forecast.  

 

Item 7 - Consideration of a report regarding a multi-year financial outlook, FY 2019-20 

through FY 2021-22.  

 

Item 8 - Update on California Senate Bill 1090 (SB1090).  

 

Item 9 - Submittal of a report on Department of Planning and Building Priorities and 

provide staff direction as necessary, and submittal of the Annual General Plan Progress 

Report.  
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This Week’s Update addresses items 4 and 9. We will come back in 2 weeks with the 

financial items: 6, 7, and 8 when the Board is off and there is more time and space. 

 

Rather than present these items in isolation, the discussion below will show how their 

components are interrelated and impact policy. For example land use decisions impact the cost of 

housing and its impact on poverty. 

 

Why Are So Many Californians, Including Residents of San Luis Obispo, Poor? The United 

Way of California Study – The Real Cost Measure in California, which will be presented under 

Agenda Item 4, is a study of the actual cost of living in various parts of California including San 

Luis Obispo County. It t compares families’ (of four) actual incomes to derive a measure of real 

poverty. This is different from the US Census measure, which is less precise because it is 

national and does not take into account California’s extraordinary costs for housing, energy, 

transportation, and taxation. 

 

Some of the data for SLO County is listed in the slides below:  

 

    

 

 

Per the data, the study indicates that 29% of the 4-person family households in SLO County fall 

below the $72,401 metric, which is necessary to make ends meet here. 

 

A single-family head of household provider would have to earn $38.17 per hour for a full year to 

achieve the $72,000 metric. If both adult members worked full time, they would each have to 

earn $19.09 per hour to achieve the metric. 

 

Those without a high school diploma and even those with only a high school diploma 

disproportionally fall below the metric. 
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Of heads of household without a diploma and those with only a diploma, a full 99 percent fall 

below the real cost measure metric in SLO County (column sets 1 & 2 to the left of the chart). 

 

Similarly, minority households in SLO County disproportionally fall below the metric.    

 

  
 

STRATEGIC POLICY QUESTIONS – CONNECTING THE DOTS: 
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1.  Is SLO County’s scheme of land use regulation, which generally opposes oil and gas, gravel 

mining, manufacturing, materials processing and other industrial uses (which provide relatively 

high paying jobs to workers with only a high school diploma), inherently discriminatory? In 

recent years the County has turned down the Phillips 66 rail spur project, the Santa Margarita 

gravel project, a small oil well project in Huasna Valley, and has driven at least one riverbed 

based gravel operation out of business. Of course the County never lifted a finger for years to 

promote the survival of the Diablo Nuclear Power Plant and hundreds of key labor and trades 

jobs. 

 

A pending expansion of the Price Canyon Oil Field will provide a major test in the future  

 

2.  November’s Ballot Measure G, the so called “anti-fracking ordinance,” which would prohibit 

all new oil and gas wells as well as ultimately force the closure of existing wells, constitutes a 

severe attack on the types of jobs which are needed by the workforce included in the United Way 

presentation. In the context of the United Way data, it is essentially classist and racist. God 

forbid that the delicate and privileged intelligentsia should have to drive past an oil well in their 

$100,000 Tesla, let alone live in a place which is not totally indoctrinated into the church of 

impending global catastrophe with its liturgy of carbon taxes, energy scarcity, and redistribution. 

 

3.  Housing costs are also out of hand due to lack of available zone land, particularly for large 

scale rental projects that can be constructed and operated with economies of scale which promote 

affordability. The lack of zoned land prices these developments out of the County.  

As noted above on page 4 above, Item 9 on the agenda pertains to the policy project work by the 

Planning and Building Department. How do the priority projects stack up in terms of the severe 

problems outlined above? Let’s see:  

 

 

The Planning priorities report at Agenda Item 9 describes very low housing production 

within the unincorporated County, especially for multi-family housing per the table below:  

 

  
It also shows that production of various categories of affordable housing is falling short. 
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For the 2009-14 Housing Plan the County fell short per the table below: 

 

  

 
 

 

Simarly, the 2014-19 Housing Plan has fallen short for the first 3-years, data for 2018 and 2019 

are obviously not in but at the rate things are going, it will not be much better. 
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Last year the Board majority directed staff to prepare a list of actions that could make it easier, 

faster, and less costly to expand the housing supply. The most important was development of a 

list of land areas that could be rezoned for housing. The staff, in a characterization that tipped its 

hand early, labeled the project “housing constraints mapping.” 

 

It then studied 8 areas and delineated all the reasons why they shouldn’t be rezoned. As they 

state in this report: 

 

Residential Development Trends  

 

The rate of residential development has remained generally lower than the rate of 

development that was seen in pre-recession years, as resource constraints (primarily water 

supply) continue to be a significant factor for new development. Fiscal year 2017-2018 saw 

17 percent more homes built than 2016-2017. The trend in multi-family residential 

development has remained very low compared to single-family housing, as shown in Table 8 

(above). 

 

Accordingly, here is a major strategic policy question:  Should the Board of Supervisors accept a 

future in which there is no significant addition of new homes, and particularly rental units, on a 

large scale? If the answer is “yes,” what does that mean to the future of the economy, jobs, future 

generations of young people, and of course the people listed in the United Way Study, which 

leads this whole discussion off? 

 

If the answer is “no,” what is the strategy to eliminate the constraints? Would the workload of 

the Planning Department, Water Agency, and others be prioritized to deal with this issue? Can a 

cafeteria of conservation, recycling, recharge, more storage, acquisition of State water which 

people aren’t using, and desalination be developed? 

 

Commercial Development:  

 

Things aren’t so great on the commercial development front either, as demonstrated in the table 

below. 

  



10 
 

Again, shouldn’t the Board investigate further? No doubt that they will be told once again that 

the lack of employee housing for local businesses is a major problem. 

 

A stunning and Disturbing Graph:  This graphic below, from the United Way Report, depicts 

the relative lack of growth of household median income in California and overall State Domestic 

Product. 

 

1. Does it mean that workers are not benefitting from economic growth? 

 

2. What about State, local, and public education employee earnings? These have increased 

exponentially during the 21 years shown on the graph. Since they are a large part of the 

California economy, how can this be? 

 

3. Will the graph be used to justify increased taxation and redistributive programs, particularly in 

a Governor Gavin Newsome regime – free college for all, Medicare for all, retirement for all, 

subsidized housing, etc.? 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwic3vLv0evdAhXD5p8KHWF4AXYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://editorialcartoonists.com/cartoon/display.cfm/127575&psig=AOvVaw3tl-0vGtYvGghfOUlOUdqj&ust=1538702001784034
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Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday, October 11, 2018 (Scheduled)  

 

 

Item 4 - First Cannabis Dispensary in the Unincorporated County Under the New 

Ordinance – A request by GMFL, Inc. and Sungrown Wellness, Inc., for a Conditional Use 

Permit (DRC2018-00072) to establish two commercial cannabis businesses: (1) a 

distribution facility and (2) a non-storefront dispensary for mobile delivery. The businesses 

would operate in individual suites of an existing 1,236 square-foot building on a 0.28-acre 

parcel. No changes to the building footprint or architecture are proposed. Two secure, 

climate-controlled shipping containers of approximately 160 square feet each are also 

proposed for additional storage. Hours of operation for both businesses would be 8:00 a.m. 

to 8:00 p.m., seven days a week.  The project is in Santa Margarita. The staff recommends 

approval. 

 

There is one letter in the file opposing the permit. Apparently the Margaritans like marijuana 

more than gravel trucks. 
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LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, October 2, 2018 (Completed)  

 

 

Item 17 - Request to authorize the Director of Planning and Building to enter into a 

Memorandum of Understanding with Santa Barbara County establishing a Joint Review 

Panel to guide the environmental analysis of the Plains Pipeline Replacement Project; 

beginning at the Las Flores Pump Station in Santa Barbara County and terminating at the 

Puntland Delivery Point in Kern County.  The item was approved unanimously on the consent 

calendar without comment. 

 

Background:  The action authorizes a partnership between SLO County and Santa Barbara 

County to process the application for the replacement of the Plains Oil Transmission Company’s 

pipeline, known as the Plains Pipeline. Santa Barbara County will take the lead because the 

pipeline originates in coastal Santa Barbara County, and about two thirds of its length is in Santa 

Barbara County. 

 

The actual adoption of this processing agreement is not particularly controversial. However the 

future content of the permit processing, CEQA determinations, and both Planning Commissions’ 

and Board of Supervisors’ votes in both counties in will ultimately be a matter of huge policy 

interest and is most likely to be highly controversial. This is because the pipeline is the one that 

ruptured, spilling over 100,000 gallons of oil into the ocean at Refugio Beach. The subsequent 

shutdown has idled the Exxon Mobil Refinery and a number of offshore oil platforms. This in 

turn has reduced feedstock to the Phillips 66 refinery in Nipomo and other facilities. 

 

Fossil fuel opponents will pull out all the stops to prevent the approval of a new pipeline and its 

re-permitting and licensing. Much of this action is focused in Santa Barbara County but is sure to 

spill over into SLO County. 

 

 

Item 21 - Receive and file a report on the implementation of Sustainable Groundwater  

Management Act (SGMA) efforts in six local priority groundwater basins.  The Board 

received the report without comment on the consent calendar. 

 

Background:  The very complete report contains detailed sub-reports for each SGMA basin. 

The project status is detailed for each basin. This information includes legal and organizational, 

citizen participation, project schedules with steps completed to date, and financial revenue and 

expenditure data. 
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It is much too long and detailed to report here;  however, the very informative report can be 

accessed at the link: 

 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9132/RXhoIEJfQmFzaW5fU25hcHNo

b3RzLnBkZg==/12/n/98845.doc  

  

  

Item 29 - Hearing to consider an appeal by Dennis Fesler of the Director of Planning and 

Building’s determination to deny the issuance of twelve unconditional certificates of 

compliance as requested in the application for Certificates of Compliance C17-0109 

(SUB2017-00029) for twelve parcels ranging in size from 1.2 acres to 11.89 acres, within the 

Residential Rural and Agriculture land use categories located at 2025 Lopez Drive in the 

San Luis Bay Sub-area in the South County Planning Area. Hearing continued from July 

17, 2018.  The Board approved the appeal 3/2 with Hill and Gibson dissenting and complaining 

that property rights must be evaluated in terms of the “public interest.” This was in spite of the 

fact that the lots have been clearly delineated in County documents for over 110 years. This was 

not some new subdivision proposed by a developer, but land owned by a family for generations. 

 

A right that is subject to some politician’s reinterpretation over a century later is not a right.  

 

Background:  The issue was and is an important property rights appeal case involving 

antiquated subdivisions (lots created in the 19
th  

& early 20
th

 Centuries before the adoption of the 

State Subdivision Map Act). The Planning Director had previously denied the recognition 

(confirmation) of 12 lots, which had been laid out in 1905. Two had actually been recognized by 

the County in recent years. In fact, the lots appear on both County land maps and Assessor’s 

Parcel Maps. When the owner came in to request that the remaining lots be recognized, the 

Planning staff denied the request. The matter was then appealed to the Board of Supervisors.  

 

Gibson, Hill, and Staff Attempted to Defeat the Recognition of this Subdivision No Matter 

What:  As we have seen lately in all too many forums, elections mean nothing to the 

environmental socialists and their deep state minions, at any level. They are after your property, 

your independence, and your liberty. In this case they sought to nullify any decision by the 

elected 3-member Board of Supervisors majority and to defeat this property right no matter what. 

In effect, they want to vitiate your votes. Gibson and Hill practically invited a law suit from the 

dais.   

 

If this were not true, why wouldn’t they all vote to protect the owner’s property rights and be 

willing to share in the costs of defending them as a matter of public interest? 

 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9132/RXhoIEJfQmFzaW5fU25hcHNob3RzLnBkZg==/12/n/98845.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9132/RXhoIEJfQmFzaW5fU25hcHNob3RzLnBkZg==/12/n/98845.doc
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These were legal lots in 1905 but not now?   

Item 34 - Hearing to consider an appeal by the City of Pismo Beach of the Subdivision 

Review Board’s approval of the King Vesting Tentative Parcel Map (SUB2015-00064) to 

subdivide a 182 acre parcel into two (2) parcels of 25.9 acres and 156.1 acres each, located 

at the eastern terminus of Highland Drive and Rancho Pismo Drive, adjacent to the north 

eastern boundary of the City of Pismo Beach; also to be considered is the Negative 

Declaration.  The matter was continued off calendar.  

Background: The City, County staff, and property owner were admonished to go try to work it 

out and then to come back. 

 

The item was interesting because the City of Pismo Beach is the appellant. The City indicated 

that dividing the parcel into 2 lots will be prefatory to further development and will be growth 

inducing in violation of its voter approved ordinance, which severely restricts future 

development and seeks to prevent development outside its borders. According to the write-up, 
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the entire parcel was once considered for a residential subdivision and annexation to the City, all 

of which was rejected by LAFCO. 

 

San Luis Obispo County Council of Governments Meeting of Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

(Completed) 

 

General Public Comment for Matters Not on the Agenda:  A number of speakers rebuked the 

Board for voting to oppose State Proposition 6, which would repeal the SB-1 Gas Tax. There 

was no response from anyone on the Board. 

 

 

 

COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER 

UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES AND FORCES  
 

 Paso Basin Landowners Victorious in Water Rights 

Trial! 
2
 

By Greg Grewal   

ALL CITIZENS PAY ATTENTION! 

 

The jury’s decision on September 24, 2018 was a devastating blow to the governmental agencies 

who are claiming a “win!” Here is a bit of history for context, important details and a call to 

concerned citizens. 

In November 2013 a group of North County landowners filed an action called Quiet Title, * in 

response to Board of Supervisor discussions about water and an Urgency Ordinance. This 

emergency ordinance punished landowners while the Cities could continue to build new hotels 

and homes. The Quiet Title named San Luis Obispo County, Paso Robles, Atascadero Mutual 

Water Company, Templeton CSD and San Miguel CSD in the action. These landowners simply 

want to Quiet the titles to their properties to protect their right to reasonably use groundwater on 

their properties as guaranteed by the California Constitution. 

The government answers in December 2013 were telling! The primary claim of the government 

entities (not Atascadero Mutual Water Company) was prescription. Prescription* means the 

                                                           
2
 But the County won’t admit it. Read this article and our note at the end explaining the facts. 
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government entities were claiming that they had already taken more water from the basin over a 

five-year shortage, known as “Overdraft.*” The legal elements of prescription are “open, 

notorious, hostile, adverse and continuous with proper “notice” to landowners.” This claim 

confirmed suspicion that the government entities were aggressively pursuing theft and a taking. 

Judge Kirwan in Santa Clara Superior Court determined that a jury trial was appropriate for 

Phase 3 of the case and ordered a jury trial to commence August 26th, 2018. Every day of the 

jury trial, north county residents traveled north to witness the trial. Our group was often 

outnumbered by the government attorneys and their jury consultant team. District five 

Supervisor Debbie Arnold was the only elected official to attend the trial. 

Key witnesses for the government attempted to redefine “overdraft” in order to allow the 

government entities the broadest possible ability to prove prescriptive rights. This fabricated 

definition is completely inconsistent with the State (DWR) and San Luis Obispo County’s own 

water studies (see below). SLO County and Paso Robles’ testimony on cross examination 

included admissions that “There has been no declaration of overdraft for the basin” (Courtney 

Howard, San Luis County Water Resources Division Manager) and “None of the previous 

technical reports have concluded that the Paso Robles groundwater basin is in overdraft.” 

(Christopher Alakel, Paso Robles Water Resources Manager) 

The 12 member jury found that SLO County, Paso Robles, Templeton and San Miguel had 

proven their case for a minuscule amount of water from 28 - 37 years ago (1981-1990). 

Prescription was awarded for only the years 1981-1990. This means that if the basin ever enters a 

true overdraft, the government entities would be able to use the court determined amount of 

water. Those who sell water may only do so in surplus* and in declared shortage they may only 

pump and sell the court determined amount. 

A key piece of information that the government fought hard to keep out of evidence is known as 

Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Agreement or PRIOR Agreement. The agreement was signed 

by SLO County, Paso Robles, San Miguel and a number of landowners in the basin who are 

NOT part of the Quiet Title action on or after August 19, 2005. The agreement states that 

“Landowners wish to preserve their overlying groundwater rights without Municipal Users 

developing or asserting a prescriptive ground water right…” The Agreement also says that it 

cannot be terminated unless “The District (SLO County) has made a determination based on 

published studies that the basin is in a condition of overdraft” and does so in a “noticed public 

hearing.” 

 Why did government entities fight so hard to keep this agreement out of court? Why didn’t SLO 

County fulfill their obligation to the agreement by declaring overdraft? Does this agreement truly 

protect landowners? Is the agreement even valid today? 

Here are a few more questions:  

 Why are government entities spending your tax dollars fighting landowners who 

simply want to protect a basic right? 

 Why try to prove that the basin is in overdraft when County and City employees are 

on the record saying just the opposite? 
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 Why claim that there was notice of overdraft when a scientifically based overdraft 

has NOT been determined or declared?  

 Why did government witnesses who are expected to serve ALL citizens,  make claims 

in public meetings which conflict with their own testimony in court?  

Citizens need to know: 

1) Getting to a jury trial and through the prescription phase was a HUGE WIN and a giant step 

toward a judgement of Quiet Title for landowners. 

2) The jury award of a minuscule amount of prescription for a timeframe from the distant past 

was a HUGE WIN for landowners 

3) The most recent period (2006-2010) over which entities claimed prescription was denied by 

the jury. Additionally, overdraft in 2011 - 2018 was not even claimed by government! Why has 

DWR declared our basin “critically overdrafted?” 

4) The DWR declaration of critical overdraft of the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin is a political 

designation, not based in true science (Fugro 2002, 2005, Anthony Daus, landowner expert, GSI 

Environmental testimony). 

5) SLO County and City of Paso Robles's political actions, since 2008 when they were awarded 

grant money for a banking feasibility study, are highly questionable. 

6) Basin Safe Yield number in 2002 and 2005 (Fugro) was 97,700Acre Feet AND were adjusted 

downward only AFTER Quiet Title was filed (see the 2014, 2016 updates). 

7) The city of Paso Robles groundwater well fields near the airport include 5 wells within a 4 

square mile radius, the center of the “red” where water tables are dropping. (Alakel) Why would 

the City continue to pump from that region? 

8) The Groundwater Sustainability Plan for SGMA is being guided by government agencies that 

have been sneaking around setting up theft while pretending to “work together” with landowners 

Definitions:  

* Quiet Title: The means through which to protect property from trespassing, in this case theft of 

an underground resource and the priority right to use it. 

* CA Constitution: Landowners have the right to reasonable and beneficial use of the water 

under their property on their property. 

* Prescription: The elements of proof are that the theft of the right must be open, notorious, 

hostile, and adverse in “Overdraft.” Prescription is claimed over ENTIRE basin, not just against 

landowners who have chosen to protect their rights in court. 

* Overdraft: “Groundwater levels declining over a period of years and never fully recovering 

even in wet years.” Bulletin 118, Update 2003 
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* Safe Yield: “The maximum quantity of water that can be continuously withdrawn from a 

groundwater basin without adverse effect." DWR, Bulletin 118 (1975) 

* Surplus Water: Basin Safe Annual Yield ~ 97,700AF (Fugro 2002) Landowner pumping ~ 

88,154 (Fugro 2002). ~ 9,000AF of surplus water for sale by government to customers. 

Greg Grewal is a decorated, retired LA City Fireman who owns ranch land in East Paso Robles. 

Greg serves as 5
th

 District County Supervisor Debbie Arnold’s appointee to the Water Resources 

Advisory Council (WRAC). All studies, court testimony and court evidence are public record and 

will be provided upon request to concerned citizens by Mr. Grewal. 

 

  

 

The County issued the Press Release below but didn’t tell the whole 

story per the article above. 

 



19 
 

Jury Affirms Groundwater Rights of Public Water 

Suppliers in Paso Basin  

Author: Administrative Office  

Date: 9/26/2018 4:50:35 PM  

A Santa Clara County jury reached a verdict deciding that public water suppliers have the right 

to use groundwater from the basin as a source of supply for the communities that they serve.   

 

A jury has affirmed this week that public water suppliers have developed and protected the right 

to use groundwater from the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin (“Basin”) as a source of water 

supply for the residents and businesses that they serve.  

“We are very gratified that the jury agreed that families and small businesses in our area have 

just as strong a claim on our shared groundwater supply as do agricultural interests,” said Paso 

Robles Mayor Steve Martin. “Now all our joint attention can turn to developing a plan that 

serves all and ensures a sustainable groundwater supply for future generations.” 

After a month-long trial, a Santa Clara County jury reached a verdict on September 24 deciding 

that the public water suppliers – including the City of Paso Robles, County of San Luis Obispo, 

Templeton Community Services District, and San Miguel Community Services District 

(collectively, the “public water suppliers”) – have the right to use groundwater from the Basin as 

a source of supply for the communities that they serve.  

North County landowners filed a lawsuit against the public water suppliers in 2013 claiming that 

the landowners’ right to use groundwater is superior or prior to those of the public water 

suppliers; and, as a result, during times of shortage, the public water suppliers would have to 

curtail or cease pumping from the Basin while the landowners’ right to pump would remain 

unaffected.  The jury disagreed, and after less than a day of deliberations, found that the public 

water suppliers have established a “prescriptive right” such that they can continue to share in the 

groundwater supply consistent with historical practice, even during times of shortage.  

"We seek to balance the rights of individual property owners with our shared responsibility to 

meet the water needs of our community," said County Administrative Officer Wade Horton. 

“Hopefully, we can all move forward and work together to manage the Basin.” 

For further information, contact County Counsel Rita Neal at rneal@co.slo.a.us or 805-781-

5217, or Paso Robles Public Works Director Dick McKinley at dmckinley@prcity.com or 805-

237-3860.  

 

 THE COUNTY RELEASE OMITS A SIGNIFICANT FACT AS POINTED OUT IN THE 

ARTICLE ABOVE WHICH PRECEDES THE PRESS RELEASE: 
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The 12 member jury found that SLO County, Paso Robles, Templeton and San Miguel had 

proven their case for a minuscule amount of water from 28 - 37 years ago (1981-1990). 

Prescription was awarded for only the years 1981-1990. This means that if the basin ever enters 

a true overdraft, the government entities would be able to use the court determined amount of 

water. Those who sell water may only do so in surplus* and in declared shortage they may only 

pump and sell the court determined amount.   

COLAB Note:  It will be interesting and perhaps shocking to see what the County, the City of 

Paso, and the Community Services Districts spent on the lawsuit in return for a very limited 

number of acre-feet of water once the calculations are completed and certified by the Court. 

 

Epitaph for a Dying Culture 

By Victor Davis Hanson| 

 

The Kavanaugh confirmation hearings and their endless sequelae have ended up as an epitaph for 

a spent culture for which its remedies are felt to be worse than its diseases. Think 338 B.C., A.D. 

476, 1453, or 1939. 

The coordinated effort to destroy Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court 

required the systematic refutation of the entire notion of Western jurisprudence by senators and 

much of the American legal establishment. And there was no hesitation in doing just that on the 

part of Senate Democrats, the #MeToo movement, and the press. And I write this at a moment in 

which conservatives and Republicans still control the majority of governorships, state 

legislatures, the U.S. Senate, the House of Representatives, the Supreme Court and the 

presidency—a reminder that culture so often is far more powerful than politics. 

So, here we were to be left with a new legal and cultural standard in adjudicating future 

disagreements and disputes, an utterly anti-Western standard quite befitting for our new relativist 

age: 

1. The veracity of accusations will hinge on the particular identity, emotions, and ideology 

of the accuser; 

2. Evidence, or lack of it, will be tangential, given the supposed unimpeachable motives of 

the ideologically correct accuser; 

3. The burden of proof and evidence will rest with the accused to disprove the preordained 

assumption of guilt; 

4. Hearsay will be a valuable narrative and constitute legitimate evidence; 

https://amgreatness.com/author/victor-davis-hanson/
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5. Truth is not universal, but individualized. Ford’s “truth” is as valid as the “Truth,” given 

that competing narratives are adjudicated only by access to power. Ford is a victim, 

therefore her truth trumps “their” truth based on evidence and testimony. 

6. Questionable and inconsistent testimony are proof of trauma and therefore exactitude; 

recalling an accusation to someone is proof that the action in the accusation took place. 

7. Statutes of limitations do not exist; any allegation of decades prior is as valid as any in 

the present. All of us are subject at any moment to unsubstantiated accusations from 

decades past that will destroy lives. 

8. Assertion of an alleged crime is unimpeachable proof. Recall of where, when, why, and 

how it took place is irrelevant. 

9. Individual accusations will always be subservient to cosmic causes; individuals are 

irrelevant if they do not serve ideological aims. All accusations fit universal stereotypes 

whose rules of finding guilt or innocence trump those of individual cases. 

10. The accuser establishes the conditions under which charges are investigated; the accused 

nods assent. 

Our cultural traditions are being insidiously rewritten in this new Dark Age. We know now that 

Euripides’s Phaedra should have been believed, as a female accuser of rape. Perhaps university 

presses can either reissue properly corrected editions or ban the Hippolytus entirely. No doubt we 

will ban Racine’s Phèdre as well. Harper Lee’s Tom Robinson deserved his fate because his 

female accuser should have been believed—and perhaps To Kill a Mockingbird  should be 

rewritten as well. In our time, we have finally and only now belatedly realized that Tawana 

Brawley’s voice was stifled. 

History as Melodrama 

In an iconoclastic age, when statues are toppled, and when street names at Stanford University 

are renamed (but, mysteriously, not the politically incorrect name Stanford itself), the past is 

captive to the present. Realities are erased according to current ideological agendas. 

Our pastime is to blame those of the technologically backward and impoverished past. In most 

cases, they accomplished things that our present generation lacks the courage and resilience to 

do—whether navigating the Atlantic in a leaky boat without accurate navigation, homesteading 

on the prairie in an age without machines or modern medicine, or flying a B-17 without fighter 

escort over 1943 Germany. Is it our envy of their courage or own self-hatred for our manifest 

inferiority that forces us to judge figures of the past in our modern courts on the basis of their 

purported race, class, and gender crimes? 

So, history has become melodrama, not tragedy. Figures of the past who were human and not 

perfect, and who prove, according to today’s value systems, not good progressives are thus 

deserving of historical annihilation. The affluence and leisure of the present create the luxury of 

such pampered intellectual indulgence in a way the existential crises of Civil War, the Great 

Depression, and World War II did not. 
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In our own age, the disproven but still legendary tales of “Hands Up, Don’t Shoot,” the Duke 

Lacrosse fantasies, the Rolling Stone folktales, or Lena Dunham’s fictive memoir won out and 

became fact, inasmuch as such lies were not real lies given their service to progressive aims. And 

that is where we are now headed—the world of the Athenian popular court, the Inquisition, the 

Salem Witch Trials, the Star Chamber, the cycles of the French Revolution—except that in all 

those cases, reason and sanity eventually returned. Perhaps not now. We are entering a new Dark 

Ages. 

If we to look to the universities for truth and courage we find increasingly medieval darkness, 

wherein matters of alleged sexual harassment there is no due process for the accused. 

Free speech on campus vanishes if minority views are dubbed “hate” speech or declared merely 

“hurtful.” 

There is little diversity of opinion and even less tolerance of any dissent from majority dogma. 

Obsequiousness so often is redefined as courage; real courage condemned as a crime against the 

people. Campus segregation becomes desirable, if privileged by “safe spaces.” Censorship is 

sensitivity and justified by “trigger warnings.” The apparent absence of bias becomes proof of 

bias if dubbed a “micro-aggression.” Racial discrimination in admissions affirms liberality. 

The sensuality, personal indulgence, and even recklessness of the 1960s still continue, but 

become criminal, if post facto, one party finds his or her immoderation unfulfilling or in 

retrospect embarrassing. Woodstock is now married to the Victorian parlor, the common 

denominator for our self-absorbed generation seems to be to enjoy the refuge of shame and 

honor when gratification proves not gratifying. 

Welcome to the Progressive Church 

If we look to the media, there is an overarching dogma that governs the veracity of all other 

“truths.” “Fake News” is a misnomer, given that the general force of prejudicial media coverage 

is not just falsity, but the effort to substantiate progressive agendas. 

The embryo of modern journalism is either progressive graduate schools or past progressive 

political campaigns and service, and so the media is an extension of the progressive movement. 

The trivial to the substantial are all invented to advance narratives, whether a greedy U.N. 

Ambassador Nikki Haley’s supposedly ordering self-indulgent $50,000 drapes or Mark Judge 

purportedly recalling, and thus de facto corroborating, Christine Blasey Ford’s accusations. 

If we look to our brave, new technologies—social media, the Internet, the linked world of instant 

communication devices—they prove entirely missionary and ideological. Their reason to be is 

accelerating social and cultural change—albeit with the assumption that their the masters who 

run these technologies assume that their own privilege and vast wealth have insulated themselves 

from any unwelcomed ramifications following from their own ideology and advocacy. 
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So everything from Facebook and Twitter censorship to politically recalibrating the order of 

Google searches serves the larger collective “good.” Even ancient ideas of wealth and poverty 

fade before our current ideology. If riches are used for social change, even if cynically and for 

careerist and self-interested reasons, then how they were obtained or otherwise used is irrelevant; 

if not, then they are proof of greed in their acquisition. Multibillionaire George Soros might be a 

wanted felon in France or have attempted to break the Bank of England and thereby ruin small 

depositors. But his wealth is welcomed because he invests a small percentage of it in progressive 

causes and thereby purchases his own progressive insurance and protection. As did the Catholic 

Church in the Dark Ages of yore, the Progressive Church now sells indulgences. 

If we look to consensual government for hope, we see instead the courts and the permanent 

administrative class more often as the new governance. Their directives are to obstruct or 

overturn residual popular forces of tradition and custom, whether that consists of overriding 

bothersome federal immigration law, or advancing states’ rights ideas of nullification such as 

“sanctuary cities.” 

Few Escape Routes Left 

In this growing Dark Age, nothing is as it was. We have only faint memories of what was normal 

just decades ago. Professional sports become vehicles for promulgating progressive versions of 

social justice. Athletic excellence is increasingly adjudicated on the basis of ideology, despite the 

dark lessons of totalitarian societies that have done just that in the past. 

Hollywood has run out of ideas, reduced either to making pale imitations of classic films or flat 

psychodramas about courageous, perpetually 30-something social justice warriors. Late-night 

comedy, indeed all comedy, has disappeared and turned into a boring regurgitation of 

progressive themes or safe situational banality—reminiscent of the decline of Old Comedy of 

Aristophanes to the psychodramas of Hellenistic New Comedy. Even left-wing comedians such 

as Lenny Bruce, Richard Pryor, or George Carlin could not now exist. 

In science, we are back to the age of silencing Galileo. Dare suggest that human efforts to 

address purported man-caused global warming are not cost-effective, and one’s academic career, 

his funding and status are imperiled. Suggest that research shows not all the accusations of 

sexual harassment of females are to be believed without corroborating evidence, and one is 

damned as a retrograde sexist if not a closet assaulter himself. Imply that the greatest health 

crisis facing black youth is the violence on the streets of a Baltimore or Chicago, and one is a 

supporter of police misconduct. Hint that our sex is almost always innate and biologically 

determined and not usually socially constructed, and one becomes a “-phobia” of some sort. 

Language is in service to the state and progressive agendas, either by the creation of new words 

or refining old ones. “Homosexual” and “transvestism” are not any longer clinical vocabulary, 

but slurs. “White” is not descriptive so much as pejorative. “Liberty” and “freedom” are 

synonymous with selfishness, if not conspiracy. To join “overseas contingency operations” to 
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thwart “man-caused disasters” and “workplace violence” could mean almost anything and thus, 

by design, they mean nothing. 

The result is that, in lieu of pushback, to escape the new Dark Age, tens of millions of Americans 

are increasingly dropping out in search of some sort of physical or mental monastery, an escape, 

a refuge from a vindictive state and from those who crafted and are invested in it. 

Millions no longer watch the Emmys or Grammys or any sort of entertainment awards event. 

They do not go to the movies or even watch new Hollywood releases on their computers or 

televisions. 

Popular music is skipped on the expectation that it is not just vulgar and foul, but incoherently 

politicalized. They more and more pass on professional sports, neither watching nor attending 

what has become condemnatory rituals or lectures on social justice from pampered 

multimillionaire athletes. 

At work, they keep their thoughts to themselves and nod assent to received pieties. 

Courtship resembles a careful script in which a wrong word, an unartful advance can spell career 

destruction. To be safe, would-be couples inquire firsthand about their respective politics and 

traditions. The amoral marketplace, in Brave New World fashion, answers with promises of 

inanimate and mechanical sex partners. 

All scour their past—in fear that something 20, 30, or 50 years prior might resurface, 

immediately become mythologized and thus weaponized to destroy them, especially should they 

have achieved status, public recognition, affluence, or influence. One’s personal privacy is kept 

hidden, not just in disgust with our generation’s therapeutic maladies in which others pour out 

their emotions and fragilities in lieu of an idea, but because any disclosure is expected later to be 

used against oneself. 

An idea of retirement is not merely a house by the lake or a cottage on the coast to die in peace, 

but now a mental refuge in which we are at last free from 24/7 sermonizing and worry over 

thought crimes, both in person and electronically—a world in which a sermonizer on a computer 

screen or in a television set does not lecture us for perceived shortcomings without 

acknowledgment that he is more likely than not to also fail to meet his own standards of 

morality. 

In other words, America is resembling the medieval Balkans, where spent traditionalists fled to 

the mountaintops, abandoned the plains of a dying culture to the new zealots who stormed in 

under the pretense of civilization. 

Victor Davis Hanson is an American military historian, columnist, former classics professor, 

and scholar of ancient warfare. He was a professor of classics at California State University, 
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Fresno, and is currently the Martin and Illie Anderson Senior Fellow at Stanford University’s 

Hoover Institution. He has been a visiting professor at Hillsdale College since 2004. Hanson 

was awarded the National Humanities Medal in 2007 by President George W. Bush. Hanson is 

also a farmer (growing raisin grapes on a family farm in Selma, California) and a critic of social 

trends related to farming and agrarianism. He is the author most recently of The Second World 

Wars: How the First Global Conflict was Fought and Won (Basic Books). This Article was first 

published on September 30, 2018 by the Center For American Greatness and was subsequently 

posted by the Stanford University Hoover Institution. Dr. Hanson has appeared at COLAB 

events in San Luis Obispo County. 

 

 

KAVANAUGH IN THE CRUCIBLE 

“The age of Sexual McCarthyism” 

By Suzanne Fields 

 

 

Brett Kavanaugh could play the lead in a new version of “The Crucible,” Arthur Miller’s 

celebrated play about an innocent man tested by the mob. The playwright was a man of the left, 

but his play reflects what can happen to a reputation anywhere when the dishonest unleashes 

poison. 

It’s about outrage at the terror created by “subjective reality” when applied without evidence or 

proof. It’s about the personal savagery that can take over a decent society that becomes an 

unthinking mob out to destroy a decent man in the name of morality. 

The playwright wrote “The Crucible” to describe a trial by ordeal. A crucible is a small 

laboratory dish where tests of metal provoke violent reaction when the heat is turned up. Arthur 

Miller uses the metaphor for testing the mettle of human conscience, exploring what happens 

when hysteria is ignited by heated but false accusations. 

Arthur Miller specifically focused on the politics of the 1950s, when Sen. Joseph McCarthy and 

hearings of the U.S. House Un-American Activities Committee created the crucible to punish 

men and women said to be card-carrying Communists, without proof and without witnesses. The 

senator went on fishing expeditions to punish the innocent on the pretense they were conspiring 

https://amzn.to/2ynsk5N
https://amzn.to/2ynsk5N
https://www.washingtontimes.com/staff/suzanne-fields/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/brett-kavanaugh/
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to overthrow the government. “The Crucible” explores the state of the public mind, where new 

sins are created daily and quickly accepted as “the new orthodoxy.” 

Mr. Miller set his play in the Salem, Massachusetts, of 1692 but his play is timeless, exposing 

what happens when the public abandons collective conscience to wallow in the “morass of 

subjectivism.” 

He saw what came to be known as McCarthyism, fostered by the far right in the 1950s, creating 

“a new subjective reality, a veritable mystique which was gradually assuming even a holy 

resonance.” But the screw turns. He would surely see today that the tale of Salem has become a 

tale of the left, with the Democrats of the Senate Judiciary Committee driven by the hysteria of 

intolerance. The destruction of Brett Kavanaugh and his family are loftily dismissed as merely 

collateral damage. 

 “Above all, above all horrors, I saw accepted the notion that conscience was no longer a private 

matter but one of state administration,” Mr. Miller wrote of the America that inspired “The 

Crucible.” In an introduction to his collected plays he wrote that “I saw men handing conscience 

to other men for the opportunity of doing so.” This should be required reading for Chuck 

Schumer and Dianne Feinstein. Then they should read it as a bedtime story for Jeff Flake. 

The turning point in “The Crucible” which destroys the protagonist, an innocent man, turns on a 

woman’s vengeful lie. Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination was not threatened until one woman, 

without a single witness, accused him of a sexual assault, a charge supported only by memories 

clouded by the passage of nearly four decades. Christina Blasey Ford didn’t speak of her 

“trauma” for three decades, and then only in “couples therapy” with her husband. But now she 

says she’s sure it happened, “one hundred percent.” 

No one is calling her a liar, but her memory lapses then and now are prolific and disturbing. 

While much is made of her suffering from post traumatic syndrome (PTS) which has “affected 

her memory,” no one has diagnosed false memory syndrome (FMS), where a person’s identity 

and relationships are affected by memories falsely recalled. This term is not recognized as a 

psychiatric diagnosis, but it has been documented by reputable scientists who have found 

evidence of it, especially in children. But she’s not on trial. He is. 

Alan Dershowitz, a Democrat and Harvard law professor, appeals for fundamental fairness for 

the judge. He says Brett Kavanaugh’s trial by ordeal in the court of public opinion has become a 

trial for his life. “We have come a long way since McCarthyism,” he writes in The Wall Street 

Journal, “but we now live in an age that risks a new form of sexual McCarthyism.” 

“The Crucible” was set in the hysteria of 17th century New England, where young women could 

not halt the chain reaction of accusations. The Kavanaugh hysteria is a 21st century reprise in the 

capital of a deeply troubled country. The #MeToo movement was founded on justified anger 

against powerful men eager to take advantage, and it has devolved into a movement to whip up 

https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/brett-kavanaugh/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/brett-kavanaugh/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/brett-kavanaugh/
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lynch-mob hysteria over any accusation that touches on sexual assault, some proven and some 

not. 

One of the protesters who accosted Jeff Flake in a Senate elevator told him she had been sexually 

assaulted and that if he voted to confirm Mr. Kavanaugh it would mean that “my assault doesn’t 

matter.” It means no such thing. Verdict now, evidence not necessary, is the legacy of Salem, 

extended to our time, our place. We’re capable of better than that. 

• Suzanne Fields is a columnist for The Washington Times and is nationally syndicated. This 

article first appeared in the Washington Times of October 3, 2018 
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DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

See the presentation at the link: https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA    

  

AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

  

NATIONAL RADIO AND TV COMMENTATOR HIGH HEWITT AT COLAB DINNER  
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