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THIS WEEK 

 

COUNTY EMPLOYEES CALL FOR STRIKE 

THE SLO COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION REPRESENTS                  

MOST NON-SAFETY EMPLOYEES (ABOUT 1800)    

 

NO BOS MEETING ON NOV. 27  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ON NOV. 29                             
ONE LARGE MARIJUANA OPERATION & ONE SMALLER GROW 

INCHING FORWARD 
  

SLO PENSION TRUST – HEAVY AGENDA                  
RECENT INVESTMENT NEWS NOT SO GOOD 

 

LAST WEEK 

  

 BOS MEETING LITE - NO BIG POLICY  

 

SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION - CANNABIS  
REVISED CANNABIS REGS APPROVED & FORWARDED TO BOS 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                                                    
SEE PAGE 13 

 

Thanks, farmers! 
By Monica Showalter  

Thanks, oil companies! 
By Thomas Lifson  

https://www.americanthinker.com/author/monica_showalter/
https://www.americanthinker.com/author/thomas_lifson/
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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Slo County Employees Association (SLOCEA) Calls For Strike (Schedule and Duration not 

Clear) 

News reports and SLOCEA’s website indicate that the strike could be imminent. SLOCEA is the 

County’s largest employee  union with about 1,800 members (out of a work force of about 

2,800) who perform a variety of critical  functions, including administrative support, information 

technology, skilled building trades, social work, planning, fleet maintenance and management, 

financial operations (payroll and accounting), communications, medical services, road 

maintenance, construction, parks maintenance and operations, filing deeds and other documents, 

and public service at all the counters. 

Background:  As we reported in some detail back on October 14
th

 in the Weekly Update, for 

over a year the County and SLOCEA had been in contract negotiations. The Board had properly 

attempted to follow its strategic financial plan with respect to wage and benefit increases (about 

2% per year). SLOCEA’s demands were higher than the County could afford. The issue, per the 

agreed upon process and State law, was subjected first to mediation, which failed, and then to 

fact-finding by the State Public Employee Relations Board (PERB). 

County Watching Out for Taxpayers:  The County, watching out for the taxpayers, rejected 

the factfinder’s expensive recommendation, and in accordance with State law, the County labor 

ordinance, and current MOU provisions, imposed its last best and final offer. 

Next the County met with the Union bargaining team and negotiated the terms as presented in 

the table below on the next page below: 
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The SLOCEA negotiating team agreed to the provisions, and they were submitted to the 

membership for a ratification vote, but were rejected per the table below: 

   

The County, per the law, then imposed its last best and final offer, which is cited by the Union as 

providing an inadequate increase when juxtaposed with the cost of living in SLO County. 

It is surprising that the Union leadership would call for a strike vote when the margins for 

rejecting the contract were not overwhelming.  

As it is, the new costs attributable to the imposed contract for current FY 2018-19 will be 

$2,855,278 and will increase to $3,942,651 for FY 2019-20. This is a new $6.9 million in the 

budget base building forever. Moreover the contract is retroactive to July 1, 2018, which means 

that the full budget impact will occur in the 18 months between now and June 30, 2020. The new 

$6.9 million results in, that with about 1800 employees in SLOCEA, each one on average will be 

earning $3,833 more in salary and benefits per year than prior to June 30, 2018. 

Note that this amount does not include scheduled 5% annual salary step increases, which are 

mandated under the County’s pay plan for the first 5 years of an employee’s tenure in any 

position class. Thus if an employee serves for 4 years in a given class, he or she would receive 

5% steps  each year. If the employee were promoted to a higher rank, he or she would start over 

and receive a new set of annual 5% step increases plus the negotiated raise in dispute.  

Thus the 2.5% increase plus a 5% step is worth about 8% compounded. Many citizen taxpayers 

may reflect on all this and compare its worth to their own situation. 

SLOCEA Employees Do A Good Job:  From COLAB’s observation standpoint these 

employees do a good job. Facilities, parks, fleet vehicles, streets, and other tangible assets are 

well maintained and reliable. Programs seem to run per Board policy (whether one agrees with it 

or not). The people who man the County’s counters and who answer the phones are invariably 

courteous and helpful. Virtually every front line employee we have encountered has projected a 

professional and competent demeanor. 

It is also true that SLO County is an expensive place to live due to housing costs, energy costs, 

motor fuel costs, water bills, health insurance, child care, and other necessities. Some of this is a 

function of living in a State with 40 million people crowded into about 6% of the State’s land 
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area. Some of it is due to decades of progressive policies (dare we say Socialist Party policies), 

which have created vast artificial scarcity and costly complexity. 

The ability of the County to raise funds to pay SLOCEA and other employees’ larger salaries and 

benefits is constrained by these policies. For a rank and file employee in a local government, his 

or her employer’s land use policies are destiny.  Housing production, energy production, 

agriculture, ranching, the creation of new 5-star resorts, and many other industries have suffered 

under the constant assault by the progressive left. No one lifted a finger to attempt to retain  the 

PG&E Diablo power plant.  Hardly anyone supported the expansion of the rail parking at the 

Phillips 66 Refinery. Even the expansion of the cannabis industry has been mired in legal and 

bureaucratic rules and process. 

Yet SLOCEA endorsed various progressives in the most recent election and in prior elections. It 

is thereby encouraging its members, their families, and others to vote against their very interests.  

For example: 

SLOCEA Proudly Endorses Jimmy Paulding  
Jimmy Paulding for 4

th
 District Supervisor 

County of San Luis Obispo 

Why is SLOCEA endorsing Jimmy Paulding? 

 The partisan gridlock on the Board of Supervisors has had a direct and negative effect on the County and 

the 1700+ employees that SLOCEA represents  

 Immediate change to the County Board of Supervisors is needed in order to return the County to a state 

of civil discourse on important issues 

 SLOCEA believes Jimmy Paulding will bring rational and non-partisan decision-making to the Board of 

Supervisors 

 

Where do rising property taxes, sales taxes, transient occupancy taxes, and State income taxes 

come from? How do the export base urban and regional  economic multipliers get generated?  

 

No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, November 27, 2018 (Not Scheduled) 

The 27
th

 is a 4
th

 Tuesday of the month, when the Board does not typically meet. Additionally, the 

California State Association of Counties (CSAC) will be holding its annual conference in San 

Diego from November 27-December 30
th

. Some of the Supervisors and other County officials 

are likely to attend. 

The counties will be celebrating the defeat of Proposition 5 (it would have made your home 

assessment portable if you move and it’s lower than the new one) and Proposition 6, the repeal of 
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the SB-1 motor fuel tax and higher vehicle registration fees. The CSAC rent seeking mindset is 

reflected in their posting below: 

Counties Relieved Over Initiative Election Results  

Californians rejected two bold attempts to cut local revenues on Tuesday, handing defeat to both 

Proposition 5 and Proposition 6, although proponents of both measures have already declared their 

intention to continue their efforts. 

Voters also approved both of the housing-related bond measures counties supported, Propositions 1 

and 2, though they rejected Proposition 3, the $8.9 billion water and parks bond. 

Local tax and bond measures also fared well this election, as detailed elsewhere in the Bulletin, 

giving counties much to be thankful for. 

At the urging of counties, CSAC spent considerable time and resources to defeat Proposition 6, 

helping lead a broad coalition of business, labor, and others in opposition. The measure would have 

reduced transportation funding by over $5 billion per year and required future transportation taxes 

to be approved by voters. 

The chief proponent of Proposition 6 has already promised to start targeting certain state legislators 

who increased transportation funding with recall attempts, as he has already successfully done once. 

The association was also active in opposing Proposition 5, which would have expanded an already 

existing property tax break for home-owning seniors and people with disabilities, at the cost of over 

$1 billion per year for local agencies. 

The California Association of Realtors, which wrote Proposition 5 and provided essentially all of its 

funding, has already filed a slightly different ballot measure with the state. It remains to be seen 

whether their intention is to place the measure on the 2020 ballot or simply use it as a bargaining 

chip with the Legislature to achieve their other policy goals. 

The two statewide bonds that voters approved will provide a combined $5.8 billion for affordable 

housing programs, some of it specifically earmarked for veterans, farmworkers, and people who 

have mental illnesses but not homes. The $1.8 billion from Proposition 2, the No Place Like Home 

Act, will provide grants to counties for permanent supportive housing projects for those who are 

homeless or at risk of homelessness and living with a serious mental illness. 

Combined with the passage of many local tax and bond measures, this election was largely a success 

for counties. Local officials can take a moment to rest, knowing that soon enough there will be more 

attempts to reduce local authority and funding.  

The supervisors and staffers from all over the State can celebrate up in the San Diego Grand 

Hyatt’s top floor bar while you try to figure out if you can stay here or if you will have to move 

to the 115 degree heat in Phoenix in order to have a home, a job, and raise a family.  

https://www.counties.org/csac-bulletin-article/california-voters-approve-most-local-tax-measures
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See the box scores for tax measures statewide at the link below. The drum beat is relentless. 

Soon and notwithstanding the failure of the repeal of the gas tax, SLOCOG will be lining up the 

ducks for a new version of Measure J (the ½ cent sales tax increase), which was barely rejected 

two years ago. 

http://californiacityfinance.com/Votes1811prelim.pdf  

 

  

Photo Courtesy of Hyatt Corp.   

 San Luis Obispo County Pension Trust Meeting of Monday, November 26, 2018 

(Scheduled) 

In General:  The Trust Board has a heavy duty agenda with significant reports to review and a 

major decision about whether to begin to rebalance its entire portfolio of investments. It will also 

receive a very detailed report on investment performance from its investment advisors. You can 

see this at Item 8 at the link below, but you will have to scroll down through the previous agenda 

items because the Trust posts them as one massive list. For anyone interested in the stock market, 

it’s worth a look. 

https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Pension-Trust/Board-of-Trustees/Forms-

Documents/Agendas/2018/11-Nov-26-2018-Agenda-Board-Materials-Distrib-v2.aspx  

 

Item 14 - Investment Report For October 2018.  The news is not so good for setting rate costs 

to the County and employees in the future. November is likely to be much worse. The Trust’s 

annual long term assumed rate of return is 7.125% per year. 

http://californiacityfinance.com/Votes1811prelim.pdf
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Pension-Trust/Board-of-Trustees/Forms-Documents/Agendas/2018/11-Nov-26-2018-Agenda-Board-Materials-Distrib-v2.aspx
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Pension-Trust/Board-of-Trustees/Forms-Documents/Agendas/2018/11-Nov-26-2018-Agenda-Board-Materials-Distrib-v2.aspx
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It is interesting that many of the consultant and financial advisory reports as well as the Trust’s 

website and publications show beautiful rural and oceanfront scenes of San Luis Obispo County, 

where the members might look forward to retirement. The way things are going with the market 

and in California in general, many of the retirees will end up in mobile home parks in the 

Quarsite AZ desert (next to I-10). The people enjoying retirement in SLO County will be former 

New York, LA, and San Francisco professionals and entrepreneurs who made it big and can 

afford the housing scarcity and green economy. After you sell the north-of-Montana Ave. house 

in Santa Monica for $4.5 million, affording SLO is a piece of cake. Too bad you can’t transfer 

your 2001 assessment. 

                

 

 

At least it has a swamp cooler. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i2.wp.com/images.cheaprvliving.com/qzt-rvs.jpg?ssl=1&imgrefurl=https://www.cheaprvliving.com/uncategorized/home-snowbird-roosts-quartzsite-az/&docid=qEF_DOd5Z7NWhM&tbnid=QH7pT3WyeXGk8M:&vet=10ahUKEwj8zZ6I7-veAhVly1QKHZj2AFcQMwiBASgYMBg..i&w=640&h=267&bih=643&biw=1366&q=quartzsite az&ved=0ahUKEwj8zZ6I7-veAhVly1QKHZj2AFcQMwiBASgYMBg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLy_6q9ujeAhUJCXwKHZJBAtoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://tucson.com/news/local/column/steller-trailer-tricks-target-tucson-s-poor-and-no-one/article_9b6227ee-bcdf-517d-915e-bb0de0213edc.html&psig=AOvVaw0qw_Iz0E4vrV_LY-HH72U5&ust=1543007832929378
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Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday, November 29, 2018 (Scheduled) 

 

Item 3 - Hearing to consider a request by CFAM Management Group for a Conditional 

Use Permit (DRC2018-00019) to establish an indoor (mixed-light) cannabis cultivation and 

cannabis nursery operation within existing greenhouses totaling 286,632 square-feet (sf) on 

a 39.09-acre parcel. The applicant proposes 22,000 sf of indoor cultivation (growing mature 

plants), and 264,632 sf of indoor nursery (growing immature plants) to support onsite 

cultivation and for sale to offsite licensed operators. The project also includes a 4,284 sf 

tissue culture lab, a 42,797 sf drying and processing facility, and a 4,284 sf administrative 

building. The applicant is also requesting a modification of the parking standards set forth 

in Section 22.18.050.C.1 of the County’s Land Use Ordinance to reduce the required 

number of parking spaces from approximately 600 to 94 spaces.  This is the second large 

vertically integrated marijuana operation to come through the process. This one will be located in 

an existing large greenhouse complex, which had been dedicated to medicinal marijuana in 

recent years. Prior to its conversion to medicinal marijuana use it had been Nipomo’s largest 

greenhouse floral operation. It already has elaborate odor control measures installed. 

We used to get our marijuana from Latin America and out flowers from Nipomo and Carpinteria. 

Now we get our flowers from Honduras and our marijuana from Nipomo and Carpinteria. 

If approved, which the staff recommends, the site will contain a fully vertically integrated 

production facility. It is not known what the potential sales could be, since these will be 

ultimately subject to market forces. By staging growth in blocks timewise, production could be 

almost continuous. 

Please see the maps on the next page: 
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The site is displayed on the County location map below.
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Item 4 - Hearing to consider a request by Stratton/Hartenberger for a Conditional Use Permit 

(DRC2018-00207) to establish 1 acre (43,560 square feet) of outdoor cannabis cultivation on a 

75.45-acre parcel. Trimming, and packaging of cannabis produced onsite will occur within the 

grow area. All drying and storage of cannabis will occur within two locking onsite seatrain 

containers. No trees or vegetation will be removed for the purpose of proposed operations and no 

artificial lighting is proposed. The project is within the Agricultural land use category located at 

2687 Township Road in Paso Robles.   
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This one looks more like a local type operation where the owner is leasing a little over 1 acre to 

an entity called the Willow Creek Partnership. As of this writing there were no letters of 

opposition in the County record.  

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, November 20, 2018 (Completed) 

In General:  There were no major policy items on this agenda, except for the Executive Session 

where matters pertaining to the PG&E closure mitigation payments as well as labor negotiations 

were listed for consideration. There was a short consent calendar and a number of ceremonial 

resolutions celebrating various community organizations and employee retirements. 

  

Special Planning Commission Meeting of Monday, November 19, 2018 (Completed) 

Item 1 - Revisions to the Cannabis Regulation Ordinance (Completed).  The Commission 

began work on the revisions during its November 8, 2018 meeting and continued working on 

them during a special meeting on the 16
th

. When time ran out, a 2nd special meeting was set for 

Monday the 19
th

.  During this meeting the Commission did finish and forwarded its 

recommendations to the Board of Supervisors for their consideration and possible adoption. 

The current process will not be the last, as staff and the industry (and perhaps the public) have 

further revisions in mind. It is possible that the distance requirement between marijuana grows 

and residences might be revisited. 

Background:  Because the regulation of marijuana is a whole new and complicated field, it was 

expected that the original regulations would have to be modified over time as the staff and 

people in the industry gained practical experience. The staff and Planning Commission parsed 

through the complex 53-page ordinance one page at a time. 

 

The Commission was under pressure to finish and provide a recommendation to the Board of 

Supervisors for its December 4
th

 meeting.  

 

While the general tone of the revisions is to add clarity and reasonableness, the Commission 

seemed to be having some buyer’s remorse about some matters that were believed to have been 

settled previously. For example the County originally adopted a provision that marijuana 

facilities must be separated by 1000 feet from sensitive areas, such as schools, playgrounds, 

parks, etc. (defined as sensitive receptors). However, a grow can be located within 100 ft. of a 

residence. 
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The annotated changes in the current work in progress re-revised ordinance can be reviewed at 

the site below. It does not contain all of the Commission’s final recommendations, which will be 

posted when the Board of Supervisors takes up the issue. 

 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9306/MDFfSW5sYW5kIFB1Ymxp

YyBIZWFyaW5nIERyYWZ0X0ZJTi5wZGY=/12/n/100868.doc  

 

 

COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER 

UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES AND FORCES  
 

Thanks, farmers! 
By Monica Showalter 

  
What am I thankful for?  Well, after writing a lot about Venezuela and the Central American 

caravan, what comes to mind is food? 

Food is not a given, no tyrant can coerce the existence of food, and the reality of socialism 

ensures that many people do not have any.  In Venezuela, the situation is dire.  In Cuba, people 

eat ice to stave off hunger.  In China, a reporter I know taunted an inquisitive Chinese 

communist guard with a reply that his trip to Taiwan was all about its mountains and mountains 

of food.  Even in Central America's drought-plagued highlands, state control ensures that there is 

hunger. 

Food is a sort of a prima facie evidence that socialism isn't there.  It's a kind of anti-socialism in 

material form.  In America, there is food – so much food that we export food.  Food production 

is still skyrocketing.  And it's not expensive, either.  This is the pride and joy of America, and 

one of the big things we can be thankful for as we celebrate our feasting holiday. 

Food, of course, is about America's farmers, who not only work hard to grow and produce food – 

they put so much attention to it that glorious technology, brought on by America's free markets, 

has enabled the creation of more food than all our people can possibly eat.  One of America's 

greatest heroes is agricultural productivity expert Norman Borlaug, whose Green Revolution fed 

the entire world.  A huge part of the planet is alive because Norman Borlaug lived. 

Here's what Wikipedia says: 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9306/MDFfSW5sYW5kIFB1YmxpYyBIZWFyaW5nIERyYWZ0X0ZJTi5wZGY=/12/n/100868.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/9306/MDFfSW5sYW5kIFB1YmxpYyBIZWFyaW5nIERyYWZ0X0ZJTi5wZGY=/12/n/100868.doc
https://www.americanthinker.com/author/monica_showalter/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/graphics/cornyld.pdf
https://www.investors.com/politics/editorials/thanksgiving-costs-economy/
https://www.mackinac.org/12262
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture_in_the_United_States
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Agriculture is a major industry in the United States, which is a net exporter of food.
[1]

 As of the 

2007 census of agriculture, there were 2.2 million farms, covering an area of 922 million acres 

(3,730,000 km
2
), an average of 418 acres (169 hectares) per farm.

[2]
 Although agricultural 

activity occurs in every state in the union, it is particularly concentrated in the Great Plains, a 

vast expanse of flat, arable land in the center of the nation in the region around the Great 

Lakes known as the Corn Belt.
[3]

 

The U.S. was a leader in seed improvement i.e. hybridization and in expanding uses for crops 

from the work of George Washington Carver to the development of bioplastics and biofuels. 

The mechanization of farming and intensive farming have been major themes in U.S. history, 

including John Deere's steel plow, Cyrus McCormick's mechanical reaper, Eli Whitney's cotton 

gin to the widespread success of the Fordson tractor and the combine harvesters first made from 

them. Modern agriculture in the U.S. ranges from the common hobby farms, small-scale 

producers to large commercial farming covering thousands of acres of cropland or rangeland. 

Take a look again at those corn statistics in this chart here. 

 
Corn grown in Free Soil, Michigan.  Photo by Monica Showalter. 

And corn is just one crop we produce – we produce just about everything, even coffee, the 

glorious Kona coffee of Hawaii, which is the best in the world.  Among the few things we do 

not, such as the awesome tropical fruits of Southeast Asia, we have free trade pacts, along with 

refrigerated shipping, all part of our fabulous system of food production.  You want 

durian?  Jackfruit?  Soursop?  Dragonfruit?  I can get some for you at our local Vietnamese 

market, less than a mile away from me.  Here's another aspect: our government is pretty 

good.  The E. coli outbreak on the nation's romaine lettuce crop is not a nice thing, but notice 

how swiftly the authorities moved in, getting the suspect crops off the shelves and getting word 

out to consumers, all to protect them from being sick.  It's a storm that will pass, and we will 

soon get the romaine back.  Over in England, the lefties at the Guardian were aghast at U.K. 

perceptions of high U.S. food production standards.  The locals know something. 

Here's a cool chart from 2016.  The numbers are simply amazing: 

California produces the most food (by value) in the United States followed by Iowa and 

Nebraska.  

Twelve (12) states generate over $10 billion in agricultural cash reciepts:  California, Iowa, 

Nebraska, Texas, Minnesota, Illinois, Kansas, Wisconsin, Indiana, North Carolina, Ohio & South 

Dakota. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture_in_the_United_States#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census_of_Agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture_in_the_United_States#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Plains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Lakes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Lakes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corn_Belt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture_in_the_United_States#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heterosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington_Carver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bioplastic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biofuel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mechanised_agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intensive_farming
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Deere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrus_McCormick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fordson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combine_harvester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hobby_farm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporate_farming
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/graphics/cornyld.pdf
https://www.fginsight.com/news/news/one-third-of-brits-think-us-food-production-standards-are-higher-than-uks--74817
http://beef2live.com/story-states-produce-food-value-0-107252
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California accounts for 11% of ag cash receipts in the United States. 

United States $395,068,677,000   

Rank  Commodity Cash Receipts Percent 

1 California $44,738,132,000 11.30% 

2 Iowa $31,985,370,000 8.10% 

3 Nebraska $24,465,882,000 6.20% 

4 Texas $22,726,067,000 5.80% 

5 Minnesota $20,580,696,000 5.20% 

6 Illinois $19,649,939,000 5.00% 

7 Kansas $16,223,254,000 4.10% 

8 Wisconsin $12,110,055,000 3.10% 

9 Indiana $12,052,964,000 3.10% 

10 North Carolina $11,706,602,000 3.00% 

11 Ohio $10,066,756,000 2.50% 

12 South Dakota $10,013,470,000 2.50% 

13 Missouri $9,940,400,000 2.50% 

14 Georgia $9,779,096,000 2.50% 

15 Arkansas $9,421,594,000 2.40% 

16 Washington $9,293,914,000 2.40% 

17 North Dakota $8,684,221,000 2.20% 

18 Michigan $8,293,622,000 2.10% 

19 Florida $8,252,525,000 2.10% 

20 Colorado $7,638,232,000 1.90% 

21 Idaho $7,586,979,000 1.90% 

22 Oklahoma $7,038,174,000 1.80% 

23 Pennsylvania $6,868,357,000 1.70% 

24 Mississippi $6,235,891,000 1.60% 

25 Alabama $5,349,114,000 1.40% 

(The whole thing can be seen here.) 

Some closing thoughts from Borlaug and an appreciative congressman: 

http://beef2live.com/story-states-produce-food-value-0-107252
https://www.kbtx.com/content/news/US-Food-Production-Important-to-National-Security-493144741.html
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Nobel Prize Winner Norman Borlaug once observed that countries that can feed themselves have 

many problems and that countries that can't feed themselves only have one problem.  Bill Flores 

is the U.S Representative for Texas' 17th congressional district. 

"Food Security is National Security.  Healthy economies are National Security.  You can't have a 

healthy economy if you've got hungry families.  And again that's another essential element about 

why ag producers in this country are so important and that's why it's so important to get ag policy 

right in this country and all the things that help ag policy.  If you think about ag policy at large, 

that covers tax policy.  It covers regulatory policy.  It covers trade policy.  It covers labor policy 

and immigration." 

Flores is quick to praise the productivity of U.S. farmers. 

"Our farmers grow enough food not only for those of us here in the United States to be well fed 

and to be productive citizens and healthy families.  We grow enough for other economies around 

the world and one of the things that we do with some of the production we have from agriculture 

is to use that for foreign aid." 

Reason enough to give thanks.  

 

Monica Showalter is the Deputy Editor of American Thinker and is a proflic writer appearing in 

publications including New York Observer, RealClearPolitics, Investors’ Business Daily, and 

LifeSiteNew.com . This article first appeared in the November 22, 2018 American Thinker. 

  

Thanks, oil companies! 
By Thomas Lifson  

 
Two of many things to be grateful for today are that: 

1.  America's oil companies are creating, in Bloomberg's headline, "OPEC's worst 

nightmare," and 

2. Barack Obama is no longer in office and able to prevent them from liberating us from 

dependence on hostile powers for our energy. 

Those who have driven any distance to celebrate Thanksgiving realize that oil prices are 

dramatically down, and, while there will be fluctuations ahead, the outlook is positive for 

dramatically increased American oil production.  Via Bloomberg, we learn that the Permian 

Basin in Texas alone is set to disturb sleep in Caracas, Tehran, and Moscow: 

In Houston, the U.S. oil capital, shale executives are trying out different superlatives to describe 

what's coming. "Tsunami,'' they call it.  A "flooding of Biblical proportions'' and "onslaught of 

supply'' are phrases that get tossed around.  Take the hyperbolic industry talk with a pinch of salt, 

but certainly the American oil industry, particularly in the Permian, has raised a buzz loud 

enough to keep OPEC awake. 

https://www.americanthinker.com/author/thomas_lifson/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-11-21/opec-s-worst-nightmare-the-permian-is-about-to-pump-a-lot-more
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"You've got an awful lot of production that can come in very economically,'' said Patricia 

Yarrington, Chevron Corp.'s chief financial officer.  "If you think back four or five years ago, 

when we didn't really understand what shale could do, the marginal barrel was priced much 

higher than what we think the marginal barrel is priced today.'' ... 

August saw the largest annual increase in U.S. oil production in 98 years, according to 

government data.  The American energy industry added, in crude and other oil liquids, nearly 3 

million barrels, roughly the equivalent of what Kuwait pumps, than it did in the same month last 

year.  Total output of 15.9 million barrels a day was more than Russia or Saudi Arabia. 

By the way, "shale" refers to oil liberated via "fracking." 

Bloomberg correctly points out that not only oil production, but pipeline infrastructure to get it to 

market is being put in place.  These massive investments can pay off because fracking 

technology has improved so drastically that even at low oil prices (as low as OPEC can tolerate), 

production and distribution is profitable. 

OPEC's bad dream only deepens next year, when Permian producers expect to iron out 

distribution snags that will add three pipelines and as much as 2 million barrels of oil a day[.] 
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Source: Bloomberg. 

In a slightly longer time frame, even more American oil production is going to be coming 

onstream far from Texas, as the Anchorage Daily News reports: 

The North Slope oil patch is generating a surge of interest not seen in more than a decade, as 

investors eye new opportunities and companies plan billions of dollars in new projects, observers 

say. 

Near-term, the upcoming winter exploration season is expected to be the busiest in five years, 

with ConocoPhillips leading the way, said Chantal Walsh, director of Alaska's Oil and Gas 

Division. 

Long-term, oil companies are looking to complete projects by 2024 that could cost more than 

$10 billion. They could produce thousands of jobs, if developed. 

"The North Slope is back," said Mark Myers, who formerly ran the U.S. Geological Survey and 

Alaska's Natural Resources department.  "It was never gone in my opinion, but it's getting 

recognized now." 

Helping spark "The New Alaskan Oil Rush," in the words of one trade publication, are two giant 

discoveries on the western side of North Slope development.  Officials say there's potential for 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-11-21/opec-s-worst-nightmare-the-permian-is-about-to-pump-a-lot-more
https://www.adn.com/business-economy/energy/2018/11/17/big-exploration-season-and-major-projects-planned-as-oil-companies-see-north-slope-resurgence/?fbclid=IwAR1R5d_ahAweX13K0HyzAUqVvGW1SuIz7F48GF4KEjOYkCSIRV_mPcryhag
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/The-New-Alaskan-Oil-Rush.html
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more discoveries in the region where those were made, in a long-overlooked geological 

formation called the Nanushuk. 

Barack Obama was dead wrong on a lot of subjects, but his dismissive attitude toward increasing 

oil production is one of his most consequential positions that was foolish, harmful to America, 

and logically impossible: 

In 2012, no less an authority than Barack Obama told us that calling for increased production by 

increased drilling – "drill, baby, drill," he called it – was not a plan, but rather "a bumper 

sticker."  Mr. Obama assured us, "You know, we can't just drill our way to lower gas prices," as 

if all the people who disagreed with him were simply refusing to admit that, deep down, they 

were wrong and he was right. 

 

This article first appeared in the November 22,, 2018 American Thinker. Thomas Lifson, editor 

and publisher, calls himself a recovering academic. After graduating from Kenyon College, he 

studied modern Japan, sociology, and business as a graduate student at Harvard (three degrees) 

and joined the faculty at Harvard Business School, where he began the consulting career that 

was to lead him away from academia. He also taught sociology and East Asian studies at 

Harvard and held visiting professorships at Columbia University and the Japanese National 

Museum of Ethnology. As a consultant, he has worked with major companies from the United 

States, Japan, Europe, Asia, and Australasia at the nexus of human, organizational, and 

strategic issues.  
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https://www.americanthinker.com/blog/2018/02/obama_said_we_cant_drill_our_way_to_energy_independence_actually_we_did.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fD2Bm1P50fk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fD2Bm1P50fk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z96ZiaQbwqw
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PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE LAST PAGE BELOW 

 

  

MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 

 

  

 

 

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB FORUM 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
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DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

See the presentation at the link: https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA    

  

AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

  

NATIONAL RADIO AND TV COMMENTATOR HIGH HEWITT AT COLAB DINNER  

https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVqOPwpNTdAhWPCDQIHaC7AVYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/hugh-hewitt/&psig=AOvVaw2KgvCuZhnzSimJIDCbQjwj&ust=1537900749442226


22 
 

 


