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 COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF JULY 22 - 28, 2018 

 
 

THIS WEEK 
 

NO BOARD OF SUPES MEETING   

 

OTHER BOARDS DORMANT  

 

LAST WEEK 

  

TREVOR KEITH APPOINTED PLANNING 

DIRECTOR 

 

BOARD RESPONDED TO ALL GRAND JURY 
REPORTS BUT DIDN’T AGREE WITH EVERY THING  

 
GRAND JURY RECOMMENDED 

 HARD DEADLINE ON OCEANO DUNES CLOSURE 

UNLESS STATE PARKS HITS STIPULATED DUST 

REDUCTION TARGETS OVER NEXT 4 YEARS  
HILL/ GIBSON WANTED HARD ACTION NOW      

 

GRAND JURY REPORTS BECKONED HIGHER COSTS FOR 

JAIL FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS 
 

 COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT GETS MORE SHORT 

TERM AND LONG TERM FUNDING                                
SAID IT WOULD HAVE TO CUT SERVICES 
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PLANNING DENIAL OF LOTS WHICH HAVE EXISTED 

IN COUNTY RECORDS SINCE 1905 PRELIMINARILY  

OVERRULED BY BOS – 3/2 WITH HILL/GIBSON 

DISSENTING                                                                                             
ITEM WILL BE BACK IN OCTOBER FOR FLOOR FIGHT                                                 

 

                              

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                                                    
SEE PAGE 12 

 

CA Dems Paint Rosy Picture of Failing California 

BY KATY GRIMES 

  

Financial State of the States 

CALIFORNIA IS 43
RD

 WORST IN THE NATION                      
(EVEN WITH THE WORLD’S 5

TH
 LARGEST ECONOMY!) 

BY TRUTH IN ACCOUNTING 

   
   

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 
No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, July 24, 2018 (Not Scheduled) 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 7, 2018. 

http://www.flashreport.org/blog/author/katy-grimes-2/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&authuser=0&biw=1366&bih=599&tbm=isch&tbnid=_fh8xx8s0hRNBM:&imgrefurl=http://www.twainquotes.com/Skunk.html&docid=iCApzQ7NzGdiRM&imgurl=http://www.twainquotes.com/skunk.gif&w=250&h=243&ei=KHY7Ut6oE4OMrAHOxoDQDw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:43,s:0,i:227&iact=rc&page=3&tbnh=172&tbnw=177&start=32&ndsp=19&tx=72&ty=100
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Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday, July 26, 2018 (Scheduled) 

 

This is a short agenda with no items of major policy concern. Over all, the Commission’s 

agendas have been light all through the first half of 2018.     

 

 

County Pension Board Meeting on Monday, July 23, 2018? (Scheduled) But No Agenda or 

Cancellation Posted 

 

 

But remember the acutuarial accumulated unfunded liability (UAAL) has grown to $616 million 

this year from $558 million last year.  
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And the actuarially adjusted returns aren’t so great: 

 

  
What happens when the recession of 2020 hits? 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
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Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, July 17, 2018 (Completed) 

 

Closed Session - Trevor Keith Appointed Planning Director.  The County’s News Release is 

posted below. Our interactions with Mr. Keith have been professional and positive. Hopefully he 

will be able to help the Board with a strategic approach to overcome the failed polices of no 

growth, no real economic development strategy,  “resource” based management, climate 

hysteria, glacial permitting process, no real housing strategy, no real homeless strategy, anti-

industrial ideology, and planning parochialism. 

 

County Supervisors Vote 5-0 to Name New Planning 

Director  

 

 
Author: Administrative Office  

Date: 7/17/2018 1:33:44 PM  

The longtime senior manager earned the confidence of all five Board members to lead the 

Planning and Building Department.  

 

After a nationwide search and an extensive selection process, the County of San Luis Obispo 

Board of Supervisors unanimously selected Trevor Keith as the next Planning and Building 

Director in closed session today. COLAB NOTE: Also no one who isn’t here already can 

afford a home.  

The employment contract will go before the Board for final approval on Tuesday, August 7. 

Keith will begin the job on Wednesday, August 8. 

"Even with the diversity of opinion on the Board, Trevor has earned the confidence of all five of 

us,” said John Peschong, the Board of Supervisors Chair and District 1 Supervisor for the 
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County of San Luis Obispo. “Trevor’s professionalism, depth of experience, and knowledge of 

this community made him the obvious choice. We are all looking forward to the leadership he 

brings to this critical role in the County.” 

The County’s Planning and Building Director position is at-will and reports directly to the 

County Administrative Officer. In this role, Keith will oversee more than 100 employees and a 

budget of more than $19 million. He will lead the County’s efforts to implement the land-use 

planning, development and resource-management policies set forth by the County Board of 

Supervisors and Planning Commission. 

“Trevor’s decade of senior management experience in our County’s Planning and Building 

Department combined with his integrity and commitment to service make him an excellent choice 

for the County’s next Planning Director,” said County Administrative Officer Wade Horton. 

Trevor has more than 20 years of both public and private management experience. He has risen 

through the ranks of the County in the past 11 years, most recently serving as a division manager 

for the County Administrative Office. Under his leadership, Trevor has supported key county 

initiatives such as the Stepping Up Initiative, Jail Medical, and planning for the Diablo closure, 

including a role serving on PG&E’s Diablo Canyon Decommissioning Engagement Panel. 

Trevor previously served as a deputy director for the County Planning and Building 

Department. In this role, he led the Energy, Long Range Planning, Housing, Finance, 

Information Systems, and Operation sections and worked closely with the Board of 

Supervisors and planning staff to develop and implement policies and programs on behalf of the 

Board.  

Prior to working at the County of San Luis Obispo, Trevor worked in the environmental and 

planning consulting field analyzing and processing projects for different jurisdictions throughout 

California. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree in ecology and systematic biology and a master’s degree in city 

and regional planning, both from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. 

He received The Tribune’s Top 20 Under 40 Award in 2011 and is also a proud graduate of the 

Leadership San Luis Obispo program. 

“This is a critical time in our County’s history and I look forward to working with an 

exceptional department of professionals in the Planning and Building Department to serve our 

County’s residents,” Keith said.  

Keith’s employment contract will be on the Board Agenda on Tuesday August 7 for final 

approval with an expected start date of August 8.  

For media inquiries, please contact Wade Horton at 805-781-5011 / whorton@co.slo.ca.us or 

Whitney Szentesi at 805-788-2778 / wszentesi@co.slo.ca.us. 
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Item 2 - Civil Grand Jury Report on the County Detention Facilities.  The Board adopted 

staff’s recommended responses. The Jury made a number of findings and recommendations, 

including structural reorganization of the layout of the facility, hiring more jail deputies, 

construction of a psychiatric “hospital” within the jail, and a long-term plan to replace the main 

jail. The County Board, Sheriff, and staff response is that they agree with some of the 

recommendations but that the costs and schedule be dealt with as part of the capital budget 

process over time. 

The Board disagreed that more staffing is needed at this time. 

 

Item 3 - Grand Jury Report: Is There a Health Risk from the Dunes/The Answer My 

Friend is Blowing in the Wind.  Hill and Gibson argued that the County’s response to the Jury 

was too weak. They wanted to take much more aggressive action.   

 

At the Meeting:  During the Board consideration, Hill and Gibson revealed that the Board also 

disagreed over the content of a letter to the Coastal Commission regarding the impact of the dust 

and proposed State Parks remedies. 

 

Hill and Gibson were particularly angry that the Board majority would not accept Finding 

Number 7, which asserts that the Board can terminate vehicular riding activity on the La 

Grande Tract. Hill and Gibson wanted the Board to schedule a future meeting to consider 

that action: 

 

San Luis Obispo County is the owner of most of the land in the La Grande Tract, and the Board 

of Supervisors has the authority to terminate vehicular riding activity on the La Grande Tract.  

 

Gibson attempted to front out Compton on this particular item. 

 

Background:  The Jury concluded that there is a severe health risk. 

  

A large number of peer-reviewed epidemiological studies9,10 conducted by researchers in the 

US and other countries, combined with exposure assessments11, confirm that exposure to high 

levels of PM2.5-10 air pollution impacts the health of everyone, particularly the very young, 

pregnant women, the elderly, and residents with moderate to serious health issues. These studies 

have shown that even short-term exposure to “Hazardous” particulate levels (as designated by 

US EPA) of PM2.5 and PM10 can negatively affect ordinary, healthy people12. The overarching 

fact is that when particulate matter is recorded at levels that exceed State and Federal shown it 

often does), the health of the local population on the Nipomo Mesa and nearby communities is at 

risk. 

 

They then asserted that off highway riding is the main cause of the dust – not the prevailing 

winds. 
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Studies by the APCD, CARB, and by State Park’s own contractor, Desert Research Institute 

(DRI) have provided convincing evidence that off-highway riding activity is by far the most 

significant contributor to PM2.5 and PM10 standards violations recorded at monitoring stations 

on the Nipomo Mesa and nearby communities. 

 

The Jury stated categorically: 

 

The Board of Supervisors (BoS) has a moral and ethical responsibility to protect the health of 

the residents of San Luis Obispo County.  

  

Its bottom line is that if State Parks fails to meet the various annual dust reduction metrics in the 

stipulated agreement with the APCD, both the Board of Supervisors and the APCD should 

restrict riding activity. 

 

Should the State Parks plan fail to meet its goal of eliminating most of the exceedances of PM2.5 

and PM10 air quality standards within the five-year time-frame proposed, the 2017-2018 Grand 

Jury recommends the BoS and the APCD Hearing Board act decisively in the public interest and 

drastically restrict vehicular riding activity on the La Grande Tract and facilitate relocating the 

camping and riding areas to the southern end of the ODSVRA, near Oso Flaco Lake.  

 

The Jury further asserted that the Board could reduce the health risks by terminating all activity 

on the County owned portion of the La Grande Tract. 

 

The Ability to Eliminate the Health Risk 

 

The BoS has the authority to substantially eliminate the health risk to the residents on the 

Nipomo Mesa and in nearby areas by the act of terminating all vehicular recreational activity on 

the La Grande Tract of the ODSVRA. Remarkably, this can be done at the will of the Board of 

Supervisors and a stroke of their pens.  

 

This would be the Grand Jury’s real preference at this time. 

 

The draft response prepared for the Board did not agree with shutting the La Grande Tract or 

other severe measures at this time. However it is expected that there will be a large group of anti-

riding partisans in attendance attempting to push the Board to immediate and drastic action. 

 

Item 4 - Grand Jury Report – Moving the Dial in the County Jail.  The Board approved the 

staff draft response, including rejection of a number of the Jury’s recommendations to add staff 

and build expanded or new facilities. Cost is the problem.  

 

Background:  The report focused on jail rehabilitative, vocational, and personal development 

programs carried out to help the inmates function better in society after they complete their 

sentences. It is pretty far down in the weeds and many of the recommendations are impractical. It 
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echoes Item 2 above, in that it again cites the physical layout of the jail as an impediment to 

programming. Many of its recommendations would require additional staffing, which in turn 

would require a larger Sheriff Department annual budget. 

 

Policy Takeaways - Items 2 and 4: 

Both reports exhibit substantial time and effort on the part of the volunteer and unpaid grand 

jurors. Indeed the recommendations are positive and could be implemented in a perfect world. In 

general, and this is no criticism of the Grand Jury or SLO Grand Juries in general, our experience 

around the State is that the juries generally recommend improved services, which in turn beckon 

increased expenditures on whatever subjects are involved. 

 

 

County Parks System Funding Issues: 

 

Items 14, 15, and 29 all pertain in one way or another to short term and long term funding 

for the County Parks System.  The Board approved an immediate $600,000 bailout as well as a 

policy to approve fee increases and impose new fees for service in the future. It also seemed to 

approve the expansion of the amount of tax funding allocated to the Department. 

 

Background:  There are immediate shortages for this year and larger deficits projected out into 

the future under current budget policies.  

 

Item 14 - Receive and file the San Luis Obispo County Parks Needs Assessment and 

Recreation/Leisure Trends Analysis.  It is an extensive report which contained many 

recommendations. 

Level of Service Recommendations 

Operations/Financial Recommendations 

Programming Recommendations 

Marketing/Communications/Service Delivery Recommendations  

Item 15 - Request to authorize a budget adjustment within Fund Center (FC) 305 – Parks 

in the amount of $135,000 from Parks Reserves to Salaries, Wages, Benefits, for 

unanticipated expenses related to salaries and temporary labor, by 4/5 vote.  The Board 

unanimously approved this short-term request. 

Background:  This request pertained to Fiscal Year 2017-18. The Department overran its salary 

account because insufficient funds were budgeted for raises. Apparently the staff believed that 

the Department did have sufficient funding when it had the Board approve millions in salary 

backfills in the 3
rd

 quarter for many departments.  
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Item 29 - Request to approve a Cost Recovery Policy for the Parks and Recreation 

Department and if adopted, approve a budget adjustment in the amount of $560,738 from 

General Fund Contingencies to FC 305 Parks and Recreation by 4/5ths vote.  As noted 

above the Board unanimously approved the policy of expanding cost recovery options, including 

higher fees and an expanded breadth of fees. It also seemed to approve consideration of injecting 

more tax revenue into the Department from the overall County Budget. 

Background:  The report was very extensive and presented interesting methodologies to allocate 

costs to different categories of users. 

See it at the link: 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8936/QXR0YWNobWVudCBBIC0gQ29zd

CBSZWNvdmVyeSBTdHVkeS5wZGY=/12/n/96639.doc  

Item 30 - Another Appeal of the Denial of a Vacation Rental Permit in Cayucos.  The item 

was withdrawn from the agenda. 

Background:  The Planning Department had denied the permit on the grounds that the proposed 

new unit violates the 100-foot prohibition (no new permits within 100 ft. of an existing permit). 

It appears that this one is within 100 ft. of 3 existing permitted vacation rentals. The Board might 

reverse a denial if there are some unique conditions relative to the site. There appear to be none 

in this case. 

The theory of not allowing over concentration is meant to preserve the permanent residential 

character of neighborhoods. 

Item 31 - Appeal of the Planning Staff Denial of Approval of 11 Existing Lots.  The Board 

preliminarily approved the appeal to allow the lots on a vote of 3/2, with Hill and Gibson 

dissenting vociferously. 

The Findings Trick:  Over the past months, and when the Board majority wanted to approve 

something, Gibson, with Hill joining in, would make a big deal about the lack of findings to 

justify approval of someone’s lot, vacation rental, permit, or whatever. The Planning staff mostly 

provides findings for denial and rarely for approval. When the staff opposes a project, they only 

provide the findings for denial and often leave the Board majority (which is more likely to seek 

ways to approve a project) on its own to struggle. 

It should be noted that even in “No Growth by God and Mother Nature Santa Barbara County,” 

the staff always provides findings both ways – for approval and for denial. 

Damned if you do and Damned if you Don’t:  This time and based on frequent chastising 

diatribes by Hill and Gibson in the past on the findings ploy, Compton showed up with findings 

for approval. 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8936/QXR0YWNobWVudCBBIC0gQ29zdCBSZWNvdmVyeSBTdHVkeS5wZGY=/12/n/96639.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8936/QXR0YWNobWVudCBBIC0gQ29zdCBSZWNvdmVyeSBTdHVkeS5wZGY=/12/n/96639.doc
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Guess What?  Gibson accused her of being unscrupulous because he  falsely reasoned that she 

would have had to make up her mind before the hearing. Then he went so far as to accuse her of 

being improperly influenced by one of the applicants, who is alleged to have given her a 

campaign contribution. 

Compton did a nice job of reminding everyone about property rights. 

The matter will have to come back for a final vote in October because County Counsel wants 

time to prepare a staff version of recommended approval findings. Of course this delay will 

provide time for intervenors to assemble and come up with more reasons for denial. 

Background:  This matter  was back on the agenda after being continued from June 19, 2018. 

The applicant is seeking confirmation that 11 lots at 2025 Lopez Drive, east of Arroyo Grande, 

are legal lots. The process, if approved, will provide certificates of conformance, which will 

serve as valid proof of the legality of their establishment. This is often necessary for lots which 

were approved before the passage of the State’s Land Use Map Act. 

The lots were created in 1905. The staff denied the certificates on the grounds that they were 

created before adoption of the Map Act in 1907, and therefore don’t comply.  They cite much 

case law and other precedents to support their position. 

The problem is that the Map Act grandfathered lots which were created by any means, mapped 

and filed with the County prior to 1907, and therefore these are legal. For whatever reason, the 

staff is recommending denial and telling the Board that the applicant should be required to file a 

subdivision application and go through the whole lengthy and costly process de novo.  

The fact that new laws and standards have piled up in the meantime doesn’t mean that the 

government can simply vitiate your property rights. 

One of the points in favor of the applicants is that the County’s automated land use permitting 

record system described these as legal lots. 

 

Local Agency Formation Commission Meeting of Thursday, July 19, 2018 (Scheduled)  

Item B-1: Reorganization-Dissolution of Cayucos Fire Protection District and Activation of 

Fire Authority for County Service Area No. 10 (Cayucos).  The actions were to dissolve the 

Cayucos Fire District and activate the power of County Service District 10 to provide fire and 

emergency services to Cayucos. The matter had previously been approved by both the County 

Board and the Cayucos Fire District. LAFCO is now conducting the formal process.   

The County General Fund will be taking over about 60% of the costs or over $1.5 million per 

year. 



12 
 

 

COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER 

UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES AND FORCES  

 

CA Dems Paint Rosy Picture of Failing California 

By Katy Grimes 

The future of California is not looking as rosy as the state’s Democrat Party politicians want us 

to believe. Whenever challenged on the stability of his economy, Gov. Jerry Brown’s knee-jerk 

retort is, “California is the fifth largest economy on the planet,” as if the size of the economy in 

the most populous state in the nation is relevant. With nearly 40 million people, California now 

feels and looks like a Banana Republic in the cities, as well as rural areas in the state. 

 

A homeless camp at Market Street and 5th Street is photographed on Thursday, May 18, 2017, in 

Oakland, Calif. (Aric Crabb/Bay Area News Group) (camp 20) 

Whether you are forced to check the public defecation map to navigate the streets of San 

Francisco, are on the 57 freeway in Santa Ana looking at miles of homeless tent cities and 

camps, or you are dodging heroin-addicted homeless zombies around the State Capitol and on 

residential streets in Sacramento, the results are the same — Nearly one-third of the nation’s 

homeless population lives in California. 

California today is not the California I grew up in. And our Democrat politicians keep telling us 

to just get used to it. 

Too many tax-paying Californian earners are leaving California for lower tax, higher-liberty 

states, willing to forgo the beautiful California weather for more freedom. This does not bode 

http://www.flashreport.org/blog/author/katy-grimes-2/
https://www.engadget.com/2014/11/21/san-francisco-human-wasteland-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zFGUfNtMHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zFGUfNtMHU
http://www.flashreport.org/blog/2018/05/31/california-dem-politicians-caused-homeless-crisis-abetted-by-the-media/
http://www.flashreport.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Homeless_Brian_Domingo_for_Governor_2018.jpg
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well for California’s future any longer, with the tone deaf Socialist-Communist-Democrats 

saying we’d all better get used to this. And lest I forget to mention it, this is Jerry Brown’s 

California where our four-term governor wants to outlaw private ownership of automobiles, 

supports universal single-payer health care, and issues in-state “visas” for illegal aliens… and 

constant tax increases are the only way the state and its largest cities seem to operate. 

Even while watching the significant outmigration of the middle class, as well as hundreds of 

millionaires and billionaires, nearly every city has a tax increase on the November ballot. 

Solving Growing City Budget With Tax Increases – AGAIN 

In 2012 when Jerry Brown was getting his Proposition 30 sales and income tax increase on the 

wealthiest Californians, Sacramento city voters also passed Measure U, a “temporary tax” to 

allow the City to enact a half-cent sales tax for six years with all revenue going to the City’s 

General Fund. 

Proponents claimed the “temporary measure” was needed to stop the loss of city services and 

jobs blamed on the recession. The City of Sacramento said Measure U was needed to restore and 

protect City services. “The intent was to restore police and fire services, park maintenance and 

other essential services that were cut between 2008 and 2013.” The city made it appear 

unthinkable that voters would deny police, fire and parks their rightful budgets. 

Most city residents already noticed the loss of city services along with skyrocketing city 

utility/services bills. 

“Budget officials initially projected the tax would generate $31.8 million in the current fiscal 

year,” sacbee.com reported in 2015. “Instead, Measure U dollars are now expected to reach 

$41.5 million this year and remain nearly $10 million above original projections for the next four 

years.” 

But Measure U is set to expire in March 2019. So what does Mayor Darrell Steinberg and the 

City Council do? They put Measure U back on the ballot for November, to double the size of the 

tax and make it permanent, saying “inclusive economic growth” makes it necessary. “I’m 

confident when people see what we can do with a full penny, they will respond favorably,” 

Steinberg said. 

If you aren’t familiar with “inclusive economic growth,” you may want to pour a whiskey when 

you read, “Inclusive growth is economic growth that is distributed fairly across society and 

creates opportunities for all,” according to many “Sustainable growth” organizations. It’s largely 

used in third-world countries, so I’m curious why Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg chose 

this feel-good wording… unless perhaps he agrees that Sacramento is turning into a third world 

city. 

In 2017, a city report found a 30 percent spike in homelessness over the past two years, which 

many in the region felt underestimated the problem. 

https://ballotpedia.org/California_Proposition_30,_Sales_and_Income_Tax_Increase_(2012)
https://ballotpedia.org/City_of_Sacramento_Sales_Tax_Increase,_Measure_U_(November_2012)
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/City-Manager/Major-Projects/MeasureU
https://www.sacbee.com/news/investigations/the-public-eye/article10304234.html
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/news/video/mayor-proposes-raising-measure-u-tax-by-half-cent/vp-AAylKyH
https://www.brookings.edu/research/committing-to-inclusive-growth-lessons-for-metro-areas-from-the-inclusive-economic-development-lab/
http://www.oecd.org/inclusive-growth/#inequality-puts-our-world-at-risk
http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/article160845249.html


14 
 

And to our south, L.A.’s homelessness surged 75% in six years.  

At the root of the financial problem in nearly every California city, as well as at the state, is 

swelling pension obligations, — though no one in Sacramento City Hall wants to admit this is 

what the Measure U tax increase is really about. “As the costs of pensions and employee salaries 

increase, the city of Sacramento is forecasting budget deficits beginning next year,” sacbee.com 

reported. “Those gaps are expected to reach $25 million by 2022.” 

In April, legislative Democrats killed three bipartisan bills that would have made significant 

changes to the future of California’s pension system. Rather than agreeing to reduce the risk 

taxpayers face in the $1.2 trillion public pension and health obligations, particularly if we face 

another recession, Democrats killed the bills, opting to grow the state employee pyramid scheme 

instead. “Sen. Connie Leyva, D-Chino, countered that she wanted to find ways to encourage 

more people to join pension programs instead of 401(k) plans,” sacbee.com reported. “I just 

think we need to do everything we can to get our young people into defined-benefit plans,” she 

said, proving that their only plan is to bring in more state employees. 

“CalPers, CalStrs and the State health plan have a total of $1.2 trillion in unfunded 

liabilities.  For years CalPERS has been lying about their return on investment, claiming it to 

be 7.5%.  Instead in 2014-15, per State Senator John Moorlach, it is actually 2.4%.”   

The pension overhaul bills the committee rejected were: 

Republican Sen. John Moorlach’s Senate Bill 1032, which would make it easier for local 

governments to separate from CalPERS without paying the hefty termination fees that CalPERS 

charges to fund pension obligations for defunct agencies. If an agency quits CalPERS without 

paying the fees, CalPERS slashes the pensions it provides to the agency’s former workers. 

 Moorlach’s SB 1031, which would prohibit pension funds from providing cost-of-living 

adjustments to retirees if the pension fund has less than 80 percent of the assets it would need to 

pay the benefits it owes. Most retired public employees can receive cost-of-living adjustments of 

2 percent each year, but some contracts allow up to 5 percent. Moorlach’s proposal would have 

applied only to state workers hired after Jan. 1, 2019. 

Democrat Sen. Steve Glazer’s SB 1149, which would have allowed new state workers to opt 

for a 401(k) plan instead of a pension. The concept is attractive to younger workers who do not 

intend to be career civil servants. The University of California is offering a similar plan, and 37 

percent of new workers are choosing 401(k) plans instead of pensions. 

Which came first – the explosion of homeless on California streets, rivers, parkways and 

highways, or the unfunded pension crisis? Irresponsible politicians created both. 

There is so much that’s wrong with California, but not so much that it could not be fixed if we 

could just rid ourselves of the irresponsible, selfish, malignant, unstable Democrats in 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-homeless-how-we-got-here-20180201-story.html
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/-/media/Corporate/Files/Finance/Budget/2018-2019-Proposed-Budget/04-The-Forecast.pdf?la=en
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/city-beat/article213527719.html
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/the-state-worker/article209675374.html
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/the-state-worker/article209675374.html
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/the-state-worker/article204340914.html


15 
 

government – the same Democrats who put labor unions over people, illegal aliens over citizens, 

and their own power over the well-being of their constituents. Even New York Magazine 

agrees: Democrats Must Be More Ruthless — When They Have Power – NYMag. 

For more information about California’s public pension crisis, visit Sen. John Moorlach’s 

PENSION CRISIS page – the only CPA in the California Legislature tells the unvarnished 

truth. This article first appeared in the July 17, 2018 edition of Flash Report. Katy Grimes is a 

stellar Sacramento based investigative reporter and columnist. She regularly appears on the 

Andy Caldwell Radio Show on 1440 AM KUHL.   

 

Financial State of the States 

CALIFORNIA IS 43RD WORST IN THE NATION 

BY TRUTH IN ACCOUNTING 

 

You can view a PDF of the report HERE.  

On September 19, Truth in Accounting released its eighth annual Financial State of the States, a 

nationwide analysis of the most recent state government financial information. This 

comprehensive analysis of the 50 states’ finances includes background on new accounting 

standards coming into play, the most up-to-date state finance and pension data, trends across the 

states, and key findings. 

This year, the study found that 41 states do not have enough money to pay all of their bills and in 

total the states have racked up over 1.5 trillion dollars in unfunded state debt. The study ranks 

the states according to their Taxpayer Burden or Surplus™, which is each taxpayer's share of 

state bills after available assets have been tapped. Check out the data for your state at the State 

Data La 

 

  

 

http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2018/01/democrats-must-be-more-ruthless-when-they-have-power.html
https://moorlach.cssrc.us/content/pension-crisis
http://www.truthinaccounting.org/library/doclib/FINAL-FSOS-BOOKLET.pdf
http://www.truthinaccounting.org/
http://www.statedatalab.org/about/page/accounting-methodology
http://www.statedatalab.org/
http://www.statedatalab.org/
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Please see the tables on the following pages: 
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 Read the full article here. 

https://www.truthinaccounting.org/news/detail/financial-state-of-the-states-2-2  

This publication is produced by Truth In Accounting and first appeared in September 2017. 

Mission Statement: 

To educate and empower citizens with understandable, reliable, and transparent government 

financial information. 

https://www.truthinaccounting.org/news/detail/financial-state-of-the-states-2-2
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Founded in 2002, Truth in Accounting believes truthful accounting is the key for citizens, 

legislators, and the press to clearly understand the truth about government finances. To be 

knowledgeable participants in their governments' financial decisions, citizens need accurate and 

complete financial information. Our work has focused on encouraging public entities to produce 

financial reports that are comprehensive, clear, and transparent; and informing the public of the 

importance of truthful accounting. 

 

US Published National Debt * 

$21,210,843,112,886 

The Truth 

$105,180,216,600,000 

Each Taxpayer's Share: $689,000 

  

 *As of July 20, 2018 at 5:20 PM. 

 

  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PLEASE SEE FOLLOWING PAGES 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
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Fire Tax Appeal: HJTA Files Opening Brief and 14-Volume 

Appendix 

We’re pleased to provide this update of our ongoing efforts to obtain refunds for property owners 

who paid the state’s now-suspended “fire prevention fee.” 

 

On Wednesday, July 11, 2018, Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association filed its opening brief and 

a fourteen-volume appendix to appeal the trial court’s dismissal of the fire tax case. The fourteen 

volumes supporting the appeal demonstrate the extensive work that had been done by HJTA and 

the Attorney General to prepare the case for trial. 

 

HJTA’s opening brief explains that the merits of the case had been fully briefed on both sides, 

together with a lengthy table of undisputed facts, citations to the evidence supporting those facts, 

a massive compendium of exhibits, and over 600 payer declarations providing the necessary 

sworn witness testimony. The only thing left was for the trial court to give its decision. It was an 

abuse of discretion, and unfair to the more than 800,000 people affected by the fire tax, for the 

trial court to dismiss the case instead of deciding it. 

 

While the gargantuan appendix represents the complexity of the case, HJTA’s opening brief 

presents a concise legal argument to the Court of Appeal. In short, this is a public interest case 

designated by the court as a complex special proceeding exempt from any specific deadline. 

Even if a specific deadline had applied, HJTA’s motion for judgment was timely presented. 

Dismissing a case under such circumstances violates the longstanding public policy of deciding 

cases on their merits. 

 

The brief points out that, although HJTA was successful in supporting legislation that 

discontinued the collection of the fire tax, the case in court still has purpose because it seeks 

refunds of past payments for everyone who filed a Petition for Redetermination. If the court were 
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to agree that, during the years it was collected, the “fire prevention fee” was really a tax, then 

refunds to the class would be in order. 

 

HJTA hopes the Court of Appeal will be persuaded to reverse the trial court’s dismissal of the 

case, and to allow the case to proceed to a decision on the merits. 

 

Thank you for your support of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association. We will continue to 

keep you informed about this and other issues of importance to taxpayers. 

 

Sincerely, Jon Coupal 

President, HJTA 
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SUPPORT COLAB!                                                                                                                            

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE LAST PAGE BELOW 

  

MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 

 

  

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB MIXER 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

See the presentation at the link: https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA    

  

AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
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