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 COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF APRIL 22 -28, 2018 

 

THIS WEEK  

NO REGULAR BOS MEETING   

SPECIAL BOS MEETING MONDAY APRIL 23, 2018            
(CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING DIRECTOR FINALISTS) 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

 

LAST WEEK 

 DAWN ORTIZ-LEGG APPOINTED TO PLANNING 

COMMISSION – HILL’S SUCCESSOR?    

RESOLUTION OPPOSING OFFSHORE OIL AND 

GAS DEVELOPMENT FAILS                                            
(HILL AND GIBSON SAY IT’S NOT STRONG ENOUGH)   

 

BOS UPDATED ON PLANNING DIRECTOR 

CANDIDATES – TOUGH POSITION IN COUNTY 

DEEP STATE WITH LEFTIST TIES  
(PROCESS STILL UNDERWAY) 

 

LAFCO MEETING – NO HEAVY POLICY 
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SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                                          
SEE PAGE 10 

 

EARTH DAY HAS EMBRACED HYSTERIA AND 

ABANDONED SCIENCE  

BY HENRY I. MILLER, JEFF STIER  

__________________ 

Dueling Populisms 

BY VICTOR DAVIS HANSON 

  

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Special Board of Supervisors Meeting of Monday, April 23, 2018 – 9:30 AM (Added to the 

Schedule)  

The meeting will be an executive session during which finalists will be interviewed by the 

Board. The posted position requirements (samples in italics below) doomed the County from the 

start. The requirements pretty much limit eligibility to California planning bureaucrats.   

Minimum Qualifications 

The successful candidate will have experience in urban and rural planning, land use, building, 

and community development; candidates must have previous experience with CEQA and the 

Coastal Act.                   Right here the field is pretty much limited to candidates with 

California experience. If the California approach to planning is so great, why is there such 

a huge housing deficit and homes so expensive?  Why are so many of the cities and counties 

broke?    
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The Director of Planning and Building must support modern approaches and technological 

savvy in management of the Department. Candidates for this position must possess at least five 

years of increasingly responsible management experience in planning and building and a 

Bachelor’s degree in Planning, Public Administration, Geography, Architecture, or a related 

field.  A Masters’ degree is highly desirable.   

What about an MA in real estate development from the NYU Real Estate Institute and the 

ability to provide strategic development vision to replace their economic loss of Diablo, the 

loss of Weatherby Firearms, a possible oil well ban, and other disasters. Or how about 

someone with an MS in Agronomy from Berkeley who has a real understanding of AG 

Economics? 

The Ideal Candidate 

The County of San Luis Obispo is seeking a candidate who will be a responsive and service 

oriented professional providing exceptional leadership and expertise in the management and 

oversight of the various departmental operations. The Planning and Building Director position 

is appointed by the County Administrative Officer and will work closely with the County Board 

of Supervisors. In addition, he or she will have significant interactions with the CAO’s office, the 

Planning Commission, County Counsel’s office and the general community. The new Director 

must ensure the various perspectives and interests of all constituents are considered. This will 

require proactive and effective communications, strong relationship skills, and an ability to 

provide pragmatic and well-founded recommendations.                          

 

This sounds as if the ideal candidate should value process over substance. Moreover, how 

does someone who is a technical planner with a minimum of 5 years’ experience have 

“exceptional leadership and management of various department operations?” What are the 

demonstrated criteria for all that?  If the County Administrator is appointing the Director, 

why is the Board of Supervisors interviewing the finalists? What sort of mixed message 

does this send? 

What specific projects and successful developments have they delivered? 

Land use considerations are an essential focus in this position.  

All right, then: What actually have they produced during their career? For example: how 

many dwelling units in their current position?  How did they help their current employer 

grow revenue without imposing new taxes? 

There are a number of high-profile issues facing the County that will require a Director who is 

technically competent, thoughtful, politically astute, and has the professional integrity to remain 

calm and objective in the face of spirited public debate.       
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But what about their qualifications and skills in areas critical to the County at this time, 

such as: 

 Affordable Housing Strategy 

 Economic and Fiscal Impact Analysis 

 Economic Revitalization & Community Planning 

 Market and Financial Feasibility Analysis 

 Planning for Resilience and Sustainability 

 Public Policy Analysis 

 Public- Private Development 

 Transit –Oriented Development 

 Retail Planning 

Where are examples of the specific studies, Plans, and actual projects that they have] 

authored and/or managed in these areas? What has actually been built? 

Another priority for the department relates to ongoing efforts to streamline development and 

permitting processes and the implementation of a permit tracking system.  

We have been hearing about this one for at least 7 years. The County has spent several 

million on purchasing an installing “permit tracking software.”  What is the status? What 

do the performance measures of volumes and velocities tell us for each of the seven years? 

Finally, a critical effort is being made in the permitting and inspection of several thousand 

lateral sewer connections to the recently completed Los Osos sewer treatment plant, the final 

steps of a decades-long public works project. 

Public works has reported that this is 99% done. What is the issue here? 

Internal to the Department, the expectation is to provide progressive leadership and strong 

administration skills while managing, developing, mentoring and motivating staff. Land use 

issues can be challenging and contentious requiring strength of character, excellent 

interpersonal skills, and the ability to effectively address differing perspectives with a 

consummate level of diplomacy, transparency and relationship building. Vision, innovation and 

the ability to nimbly operate and adapt to a changing regulatory environment will be essential in 

this role. 

What about hiring someone who can be an advocate and skilled innovator to reduce the 

regulatory environment? 
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In the end the recruitment, which doesn’t actually address the product oriented skills and 

record of the candidates will end up simply repeating history. A standard California no- 

development planner will come, say nice things, get crushed between the left progressives 

on the Board and deep state left sympathizers within the department, and then leave. 

The Board will still be talking about permit streamlining and our kids and grandkids will 

have to move to Boise or Austin to have home with a backyard for their kids. 

No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday April 24, 2018 (Not Scheduled)  

No meeting is scheduled, as it is a 4
th

 Tuesday. 

Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday April 26, 2018 (Scheduled)   

Item 8 - 83 unit Nipomo motel continued again.  The reason is not provided. At this point staff 

recommends it be continued off calendar until the applicant is actually ready to go forward. 

In general:  The meeting agenda contains minor items from a macro policy standpoint. 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, April 17, 2018 (Completed)  

Item 7 - Request to appoint Dawn Ortiz-Legg as the District 3 representative to the San 

Luis Obispo County Planning Commission.  Supervisor Hill nominated Ms. Ortiz-Legg for the 

Planning Commission. The Board approved the appointment 4/0. Supervisor Peschong was in 

Sacramento supporting AB 1090, a bill which would authorize the California State Public 

Utilities Commission to fund the Diablo closure local mitigation payment of $85 million as well 

as the full $340 million for plant staff retention, retraining, retirement etc. 
1
 

PG&E reports that SB 1090, related to the DCPP Joint Proposal, passed the Senate Energy, 

Utilities, and Communications Committee.  It then passed the Senate Environmental Committee 

with bipartisan support. It will now move to the Senate Appropriations Committee.  

There was no discussion of the appointment as it was on the consent calendar.   

                                                           
1
 PG&E reports that SB 1090, related to the DCPP Joint Proposal, passed the Senate Energy, Utilities, and 

Communications Committee.  It then passed the Senate  Environmental Committee with bipartisan support. It will 
now move to the Senate Appropriations Committee  
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Background:  During her run for Assembly two years ago, KCOY TV interviewed her. Several 

of her quotes are posted below: 

"We have to plan on how we are going to expand our local businesses," Ortiz-Legg said. "] That 

means creating opportunities to make sure that local manufacturers have a smooth pathway so 

they can expand. We need housing in many parts of this district. We have great companies, but 

it's very hard for them to bring in workers if there's no place to house them."  

"Agriculture technology is something I'm really focused on. That's where the future is, Ortiz-

Legg said. "We have a great deal of opportunity with Allan Hancock College and Cal Poly to 

grow that industry here locally."  

We’ll see.  

Wonder where she is on the proposed ballot measure to ban oil wells in San Louis Obispo 

County? 

There is some speculation that this appointment is, in part, to groom her for succeeding 

Supervisor Adam Hill. The circumstances of his potential retirement are not known, at least by 

us. Perhaps, the Dems said, “Finish your term, get out, and well make you a Diversity 

Coordinator II at Cal Poly.”  

Item 27 - Resolution Opposing Offshore Oil and Gas Development.  Hill and Gibson actually 

ended up voting against the Resolution. They did not think it was strong enough and that it 

lacked specificity and clarity. Arnold and Compton voted for it. The tie means that it failed. 

Background:  On March 6
th

 a public speaker requested that the Board pass a Resolution 

opposing the Federal government granting any oil leases off the Coast of SLO County. This was 

in response to an announcement by the Secretary of Interior that the Feds would be opening up 

new areas off the Pacific Coast for Federal oil leasing.  

Since March, the Secretary of the Interior reports that there has not been much interest from the 

oil industry in obtaining new leases. Presumably the investment costs are very high. 

Furthermore, and as far as California goes, any attempt to obtain a lease, let alone actually 

construct the infrastructure, would be opposed by the State, various local governments, and the 

entire apparatus of the progressive left. 

At this point and in the immediate future the issue has little or no practical impact, but provides 

an opportunity to attack any political candidates who do not support the approval of the 

Resolution. 

Long-term impacts of these policies will be disastrous. Note the State of California Energy 

Commission chart below. Much of the foreign oil is coming from the Middle East. This 

endangers the economics of California and the security of the nation. Oil tankers transporting oil 
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over thousands of miles of open ocean sea lanes are extremely vulnerable from both submarines 

and land based air attack. 

We repeat the dramatic graphs below: 
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Ominously, there is also a proposed initiative circulating which would ban new oil wells on land 

in SLO County. In the end it would phase out all oil wells because the initiative language bans 

vital well maintenance activities. 

   

It all makes you wonder. How will we fuel our Air Force, Navy, Marines, and Army in a major 

conflict or series of conflicts if as much as 50% of our petroleum resources must be imported 

over thousands of miles of open sea lanes? The defeat of Imperial Japan and the near defeat of 

Britain in World War II certainly underscore this survival issue. F-35 jet fighters aren’t solar 

powered. Neither are our freight railroads, trucking industry, or 150 million ordinary citizen’s 

home heating oil burners in New York City, New England, the Middle Atlantic States, the upper 

Midwest, etc. In the gasoline crisis of the early ‘70’s some folks in Texas said “Drive 90, freeze 

a Yankee.”  On the current progressive left path, it will be Putin and/or Xi Jinping: “Surrender 

or Freeze.” Are those who support petroleum bans ready to accept Chinese hegemony and/or the 

sending of our sailors, soldiers and, marines into conflicts without sufficient fuel? Their banner 

might as well say: 

BAN AMERICAN SECURITY  
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Item 31 - Closed Session: Consider Public Employee Appointment for the Position of 

Director of the Department of Planning and Building.  It was not known last week exactly 

what stage the recruitment had reached. The Board may have been considering finalists for this 

important and risky position. There have been 3 planning directors plus an interim in the last 9 

years. Some staffers are sympathizers if not members of the progressive left movement. It is 

difficult to root this group out because of civil service, personnel rules, and union protections. It 

is part of the County’s own version of the deep state. 

While the employees are ostensibly supposed to stay out of politics, some will no doubt seek to 

curry favor with the progressive left, which dominates the State and seeks to redenominate the 

Board of Supervisors. Moreover, most have been educated on Cal State University campuses and 

University of California campuses, which are notorious for their intense left leaning. This factor 

combined with the intrinsic activist nature of the left progressive movement cements their loyalty 

and point of view. 

 

Local Agency Formation Commission of Thursday, April 19, 2018 (Completed) 

There were no items on this meeting agenda of substantial policy impact. 

 

California State Lands Commission Meeting of Thursday, April 19, 2018 (Completed)  

Item 72 - PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY (LESSEE): Consider an 

application for an amendment to Lease No. PRC 9105.9, a General Lease – Protective 

Structure Use, of sovereign land located in the intake cove, Diablo Canyon Power Plant 

near Avila Beach, San Luis Obispo County; to extend the lease term to allow periodic 

deployment of the salp bubble curtain. CEQA Consideration: categorical exemption. (PRC 

9105.9; RA# 09617) (A 35; S 17) (Staff: C. Hudson).  This item did not seem to raise the issue 

of the discharge permit that allows PG&E to circulate reactor-cooling water back to the ocean. 

Salps are a type of jellyfish. The curtain (a wall of bubbles) will keep them from being sucked 

into the cooling water intake. Opponents of the plant and nuclear energy did not press for an 

earlier shutdown. Lt. Governor and Gubernatorial candidate Gavin Newson is on the 

Commission (only 3 members) and was not all that friendly when the discharge permit was 

renewed. 
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COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER 

UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES AND FORCES  

 

EARTH DAY HAS EMBRACED HYSTERIA AND 

ABANDONED SCIENCE  

BY HENRY I. MILLER, JEFF STIER  

Sunday is Earth Day, a celebration conceived by then-U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson and first held 

in 1970 as a “symbol of environmental responsibility and stewardship.” In the spirit of the time, 

it was a touchy-feely, consciousness-raising, New Age experience. Most activities were 

organized at the grassroots level. 

In recent years, however, Earth Day has devolved into an occasion for professional 

environmental activists and alarmists to warn of apocalypse, dish anti-technology dirt, and 

proselytize. 

Passion and zeal now trump science, and provability takes a back seat to plausibility. The Earth 

Day Network, which organizes Earth Day events and advocacy, regularly distorts science and 

exaggerates fears in order to advance its Big Government agenda. 

With a theme of “End Plastic Pollution,” this year’s event is no exception. 

The Earth Day organizers have produced a “Plastic Pollution Primer and Action Toolkit,” which 

enumerates all the scary warnings that activists should use to “empower journalists” to frighten 

the public and spur politicians to drastic regulatory action. 

How dire is the plastics threat? 

According to the Earth Day website, about as serious as you can possibly get: “From poisoning 

and injuring marine life to the ubiquitous presence of plastics in our food to disrupting human 

hormones and causing major life-threatening diseases and early puberty, the exponential growth 

of plastics is threatening our planet’s survival.” 

http://www.earthday.org/wp-content/uploads/Plastic-Pollution-Primer-and-Action-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.earthday.org/earthday/
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Threatening our planet’s survival? This isn’t hyperbole – it’s hysteria. Even Chicken Little didn’t 

claim the falling sky would destroy Earth. 

The Earth Day campaign forfeits a good opportunity by injecting a toxic mix of politics and junk 

science into “opposition to pollution” – that rare issue where we might have broad consensus. It 

turns genuine environmentalists (like us) into Earth Day skeptics. 

The Earth Day campaign itself isn’t about ending pollution; it’s about ending plastics, foregoing 

their important applications – and stirring panic. 

Consider Bisphenol-A, or BPA, the chemical component of many plastics that environmentalists 

love to demonize. One prominent environmental group claims BPA is “capable of interfering 

with the body’s hormones, particularly estrogen, and scientists have linked BPA exposure to 

diseases, such as cancer and diabetes.” 

The above claim is not true. It is science fiction, not science. 

Repeated independent studies have found that BPA poses no risk to humans at the levels at 

which we are exposed. The most recent analysis of a study conducted by the federal government 

and published in February by the Food and Drug Administration found “minimal effects” for the 

BPA-dosed groups of rodents. And the doses were far higher than humans are ever likely to 

encounter. 

The various marches and demonstrations this Earth Day won’t be limited to the supposed 

calamity of plastic pollution, of course; they’ll feature many other causes as well. 

But instead of a genuine concern for nature, many of those stumping for Earth Day on Sunday 

will more broadly oppose environment-friendly advances in science and technology, such as 

fracking, nuclear power, and genetic engineering to produce new crop plants. 

And if past is prologue, another recurrent theme will be disdain for the capitalist system that 

provides the resources to expend on environmental protection and conservation. 

This Sunday will likely also be heavy on vitriol toward the regulatory rationalization and reforms 

of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA’s new leadership has begun to correct 

the incompetence, disdain for science and corruption of recent decades. 

The Earth Day Network has a “Greening Our Schools” initiative, so it’s not surprising that kids 

holding signs they’re too young to understand are a fixture of Earth Day events. 

https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm598100.htm
http://www.learnliberty.org/blog/hydraulic-fracturing-and-the-ultimate-resource/
https://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/regulation/2017/6/regulation-v40n2-7.pdf
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A frequent Earth Day assignment kids get in schools is to read Rachel Carson’s best-selling 1962 

book “Silent Spring,” an emotionally charged but deeply flawed condemnation of the widespread 

spraying of chemical pesticides for the control of insects. 

As described by Roger Meiners and Andy Morriss in their scholarly yet eminently readable 2012 

analysis, “Silent Spring at 50: Reflections on an Environmental Classic,” Carson exploited her 

reputation as a well-known nature writer to advocate and legitimize “positions linked to a darker 

tradition in American environmental thinking: neo-Malthusian population control and anti-

technology efforts.” 

Carson’s proselytizing and advocacy led to the virtual banning of the pesticide DDT and to 

restrictions on other chemical pesticides, even though “Silent Spring” was replete with gross 

misrepresentations and scholarship so atrocious that if Carson were an academic, she would be 

guilty of misconduct. 

Carson’s observations about DDT were meticulously rebutted point by point by Dr. J. Gordon 

Edwards, a professor of entomology at San Jose State University. He was also a longtime 

member of the Sierra Club and the Audubon Society, and a fellow of the California Academy of 

Sciences. 

In his stunning 1992 essay, “The Lies of Rachel Carson,” Edwards demolished her arguments 

and assertions and called attention to critical omissions, faulty assumptions, and outright 

fabrications in the book. Consider this from Edwards: 

“This implication that DDT is horribly deadly is completely false. Human volunteers have 

ingested as much as 35 milligrams of it a day for nearly two years and suffered no adverse 

effects. Millions of people have lived with DDT intimately during the mosquito spray programs 

and nobody even got sick as a result. The National Academy of Sciences concluded in 1965 that 

‘in a little more than two decades, DDT has prevented 500 million (human) deaths that would 

otherwise have been inevitable.’ The World Health Organization stated that DDT had ‘killed 

more insects and saved more people than any other substance.’” 

One of the United Kingdom’s great contemporary thinkers, Dick Taverne – also known as Lord 

Taverne of Pimlico – discusses in his book, “The March of Unreason,” the New Age philosophy 

that underlies the organizers of Earth Day. 

Taverne deplores the “new kind of fundamentalism” that has infiltrated many environmentalist 

campaigns – an undiscriminating back-to-nature movement that views science and technology as 

https://perc.org/sites/default/files/ps51.pdf
https://perc.org/sites/default/files/ps51.pdf
http://www.21stcenturysciencetech.com/articles/summ02/Carson.html
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the enemy and as a manifestation of an exploitative, rapacious and reductionist attitude toward 

nature. 

That eco-fundamentalism is out of step with current events. Congress, the Trump administration 

and many Americans are now firmly on the side of more sensible, more limited regulation. So it 

would behoove the Earth Day activists to collaborate in good faith and to support advances in 

environment-friendly technologies and business models. 

Among these advances, we would include ridesharing services, Airbnb, modern genetic 

engineering applied to agriculture, and state-of-the art agricultural chemicals. All these things 

enable us to do more with less – but they have been vilified by activists. 

Perhaps adding Lord Taverne’s book to the Earth Day curriculum would allow students to 

consider the issues in a more thoughtful way. But we are not sufficiently naïve to expect that to 

happen. 

Rather, we suspect that activists prefer that their eco-fundamentalism continue to go 

unchallenged. They don’t want reason, science and respect for differing views to interfere with 

their agenda. 

As far as Earth Day is concerned, a more egalitarian, evidence-based approach might advance 

civil society, alleviate human suffering and even help protect the planet. 

Jeff Stier is a senior fellow at the Consumer Choice Center. Henry I. Miller, a physician, 

molecular biologist and former flu virus researcher, is the Robert Wesson fellow in scientific 

philosophy and public policy at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution. He was the founding 

director of the Food and Drug Administration’s Office of Biotechnology. This article was 

orginally posted by FOX NEWS and subsequently  redistributed by Stanford University Hoover 

Institution of April 20, 2018.  

_________________________________ 

DUELING POPULISMS 

BY VICTOR DAVIS HANSON 

http://www.learnliberty.org/blog/the-shared-experiences-of-the-sharing-economy/


14 
 

Populism is seen as both bad and good because people disagree about what it represents and 

intends. In the present age, there are two different sorts of populism. Both strains originated in 

classical times and persist today.    

In antiquity, one type was known by elite writers of that time to be the “bad” populism. It 

appealed to the volatile, landless urban “mob,” or what the Athenians dubbed pejoratively the 

ochlos and the Romans disparagingly called the turba. Their popular unrest was spearheaded by 

the so-called demagogoi (“leaders of the people”) or, in Roman times, the popular tribunes. 

These largely urban protest movements focused on the redistribution of property, higher liturgies 

or taxes on the wealthy, the cancellation of debts, support for greater public employment and 

entitlements, and sometimes imperialism abroad. Centuries later, the French Revolution and 

many of the European upheavals of 1848 reflected some of these same ancient tensions. Those 

modern mobs wanted government-mandated equality of result rather than that of opportunity, 

and they believed egalitarianism should encompass nearly all facets of life. 

This populism operated via redistribution and it was the antecedent of today’s progressive 

movement. Contemporary progressive populists favor higher taxes on the rich, more entitlements 

for the poor, identity politics reparations, and relief from debts such as the cancellation of student 

loans. Various grassroots movements like Occupy Wall Street, Antifa, Black Lives Matter, and 

the Bernie Sanders phenomenon have all promoted such policies. 

But there was always another populism—and in the ancient world, it was considered a “good” 

form of grassroots activism even though its contemporary version is disparaged by the liberal 

press: this political movement stemmed from the conservative and often rural quarters of the 

middle classes. The agrarian agendas of the Gracchi brothers, Roman politicians from the second 

century BC, were quite different from that of the later bread-and-circus urban underclass, in the 

same way that the American revolutionaries emphasized liberty while their French counterparts 

championed egalitarianism. More recently, the populism of the Tea Party is antithetical to that of 

Occupy Wall Street. 

In ancient Greece, these agrarian populists were known as “mesoi” or “middle guys”—those who 

were mostly responsible for the rise of the Greek city-state and constitutional government. Their 

signature ideas were preserving ownership of a family plot, seeing property as the nexus of all 

civic, political, and military life, and passing on farms through codified inheritance laws and 

property rights. The mesoi felt their approach offered stability to the otherwise volatile political 

order. 

Similarly, the complaints of the later Roman agrarians against latifundia—the emergence of vast 

estates—today seems like a proto-Trumpian rant that rural Romans fought endless wars abroad 

for imperial expansion throughout the Mediterranean world without personally benefitting from 

these campaigns. Yet the benefits were, in a Roman context, an endless supply of cheap foreign 

slave laborers, influxes of disruptive global wealth, and corporate consolation of property at 

home. These profits went mostly to a Roman deep state of well-connected senators, imperial 

functionaries, magistrates, legates, provincial governors, and a permanent and expeditionary 

military force. 
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The rise of Donald Trump and those like him reflect some of these same age-old trends. Among 

contemporary conservatives, there was a growing complaint that the Republican Party had often 

forgotten the reminders of Edmund Burke and Alexis de Tocqueville that small property-owners 

were the stewards of conservatism, and of traditional norms and customs. They were seen as 

essential in stabilizing Western consensual systems, due to the pragmatism of their own lives and 

the stability of rural communities. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such centrism in 

the American context set these agrarian property owners against both the absolutism of British 

monarchy and the recklessness of mass revolutionary movements like those in France. 

Obviously America is no longer, a nation largely of yeomen farmers. But the ownership of a 

house, or a business, or a retirement savings plan, along with static populations centered around 

small businesses and well-paying manufacturing jobs, is perhaps the modern equivalent—as are 

traditional and hereditary rural communities in between the two coasts. Yet the trajectory of 

modern Republicanism had been to largely ignore such communities of small property owners 

and the effects that globalization and deindustrialization has had upon small them—a neglect that 

led to startling political repercussions in 2016. 

Before 2016, both Republican and Democratic political elites and establishmentarians in the 

media, Wall Street, the universities, and entertainment largely agreed, albeit for different 

reasons, on a number of issues that had combined to enervate the middle class of the interior. 

In the context of ancient and modern parallels, recent complaints about misspent time, money, 

and lives in wars abroad recall the lamentations of an Everyman character who appears in Livy’s 

Roman history, Spurius Ligustinus. Ligustinus was an impoverished small farmer in the Italian 

countryside who in his fifties recites in anguish to the Roman senate his 22-year career of 

overseas military service as a legionary and centurion. The battle-scarred Spurius’s personal 

tenure was a roadmap of overseas expansion—and a window into both the winners and losers of 

Roman globalization. 

Illegal immigration and open borders have also been accepted as an almost natural expression of 

global labor and consumer markets—with largely positive results for both left and right. Liberals 

and ethnic activists championed those arriving, often illegally and unvetted, from Latin America 

and Mexico, in expectation of their permanent political support. Identity politics has transformed 

the Democratic Party, and, in theory, empowered its electoral opportunities in the American 

Southwest. Republicans, for their part, welcomed the cheap labor and/or deluded themselves into 

thinking that amnestied impoverished illegal immigrants would vote for family-values 

conservatives. 

Neither party worried so much about the insidious erosion of immigration law, much less how 

laws that were otherwise applicable to most Americans could be arbitrarily ignored by a select 

few. That illegal immigration led to overburdened social services and schools, and drove down 

the wages of entry-level American workers was written off as the whines of those who did not 

understand the rules of free-market capitalism and the obsolescence of physical borders. In truth, 

open borders were unstable and did not promote the interests of the American middle classes. 

Illegal immigration reflected more the aristocratic/revolutionary binaries of the French 
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Revolution, as immigration was paradoxically seen as a boon to the economic interests of the 

elite Right and the social justice agendas of the Left. 

There was a similar consensus across party lines to embrace, without much reservation, 

globalization. It was seen not just as a reflection of Western cultural influence and technological 

revolution, but also as something morally and culturally enriching. Nationalism and borders 

would give way to a worldwide homogeneity—even as it left millions of Americans between the 

coasts with stagnant wages, lost jobs, or a sense of alienation from the centers of power in 

America. 

Writing off large swaths of the American interior as the country of losers has been among the 

most radical developments in American history. For those who missed out on the advantages of 

one-world commerce, it was sometimes seen mostly, in Darwinian terms, as their own fault, 

either because they did not, for example, pack up and head to the fracking fields of Texas or 

North Dakota, or because their self-inflicted pathologies excluded them from acquiring the skills 

and education necessary to succeed in the knowledge-based “information” economy. 

Closely connected in 2016 to populist issues of trade and globalization was deindustrialization. 

Another notion took currency: that the age of the smoke stack and assembly line was over. 

America, the idea went, had moved beyond an economy fueled by muscular labor and those who 

provided it. This was a strange mindset. The winners of globalization were materialists par 

excellence—eager consumers of costly appurtenances that relied on hard labor, such as smart 

phones, luxury cars, wood floors, organic fruits and vegetables, and expansive homes. 

A few obvious disconnects arose. How exactly could millions of Americans out of work be 

deemed to have had the wrong skills and trades when what they used to do well—build, 

fabricate, mine, log, and farm—was ever more essential to the enjoyment of the good American 

life? Did it make sense to fuel an international commercial system in which many of the most 

successful parties warped the rules of engagement to ensure advantages in trade and 

employment? Was it really accurate that manufacturing was irrelevant in the United States, given 

the country’s cheaper power rates, skilled work force, sometimes lower taxes, and less intrusive 

government? 

At best, Democrats talked about transitioning factory workers or coal miners to wind and solar 

industries; at worst, they saw the white working classes of the Midwest as experiencing the same 

lack of opportunities that minorities had suffered, evidenced by their spiraling suicide rates and 

opioid addictions. Republicans believed that the market would sort things out; a community’s 

lost aluminum smelters and fertilizer plants proved that they should be lost. “Creative 

destruction” was simply how the market worked, and it always favored the most efficient 

outcome—efficiency defined in terms of lowest financial outlay, without regard to the social and 

cultural costs exacted. 

We are still in the midst of a populist pushback against the two political parties. The nature and 

themes are ancient—on the one hand, an urban and radical effort to redistribute wealth and use 

government to enforce equality, and, on the other, a counter-revolutionary pushback of the 
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middle classes determined to restore liberty, limited government, sovereign borders, and 

traditional values. 

 This article first appeared in the April13, 2018 edition of Defining Ideas ,a 

publication of the Stanford University Hoover Institution . Victor Davis Hanson is the 

Martin and Illie Anderson Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution; his focus is classics and 

military history. Dr. Hanson is a Professor of classics. Hanson was a National Endowment for 

the Humanities fellow at the Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, 

California (1992–93), a visiting professor of classics at Stanford University (1991–92), the 

annual Wayne and Marcia Buske Distinguished Visiting Fellow in History at Hillsdale College 

(2004–), the Visiting Shifron Professor of Military History at the US Naval Academy (2002–

3),and the William Simon Visiting Professor of Public Policy at Pepperdine University (2010). 

He has appeared at recent COLAB events and on the Andy Caldwell Radio Show on AM 1440 

KUHL. 
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CBIA Announces Inaugural Housing Killers, Housing 
Creators Legislation  

  
As California continues to grapple with an unprecedented housing affordability crisis, the California 
Building Industry Association today announced the release of its inaugural “Housing Killers” and 
“Housing Creators” lists. The lists label specific legislative proposals based on whether they will 
either further exacerbate our state’s housing crisis or help increase housing affordability and 
availability for Californians. 
  
“California’s housing system is broken. Onerous regulations, abusive lawsuits, and new laws that 
drive up costs for new housing construction are major contributors to California’s growing housing 
crisis. Currently our state is falling at least 100,000 units short each year on needed new housing 
and the resulting shortage is causing prices to skyrocket.  With too many Californians struggling to 
make ends meet due to increasing rents or higher mortgages, our organization has decided that now 
is the time to start identifying which proposals will help bring housing relief and which will make 
housing affordability worse,” said Dan Dunmoyer, President and CEO.  
  
The Housing Killers or Creators lists will be updated throughout the session as bills are amended. 
Earlier this year, CBIA announced specific policy criteria which the organization would use to 
analyze legislative proposals and determine if the proposals would help ameliorate or exacerbate the 
affordability crisis. Some of the specific elements of the criteria include: whether the legislation will 
stimulate or slow housing production; decrease or increase the cost to build houses; make housing 
less or more expensive for Californians; encourage or discourage homeownership; or decrease or 
increase regulatory barriers.  
 
This year, CBIA has identified two bills as “Housing Killers” and seven bills as “Housing Creators.”  
  
“The Housing Killers – AB 2447 and AB 2648 – are textbook examples of legislative proposals 
that would impose enormous cost pressures on the housing market,” said Mr. Dunmoyer. 
“Legislation that significantly expands CEQA abuse – a recognized barrier to adding housing supply 
- and needlessly encouraging frivolous lawsuits does nothing to solve the housing crisis.” 
  
AB 2447 significantly expands CEQA – a law already subject to expensive litigation abuse – to now 
include provisions that have nothing to do with environmental analysis and mitigation. The proposal 
effectively prohibits the approval of all housing projects unless it satisfies every new provision, 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LD8YeoG3pnOIQOLTBf0D3-qtABIYHmzSR4WTBhM8F5S3p1eT_C6ihWMPXETIh0jnoFThVTe_njBpnN_h33BJtBvwzcEZwZ9I1CE4dolR3MdeNuCUsJwki-Wl0sDHv5jP7tHRogV6idWgnoJu_UDMDcpxzpoxcg3X9KKjTCG6QAEYB7K1RVOcSCEoD64yqFNhKU6n0yUzPHOEGTHBhdze2J1nck_txTT7fP_ro6NU3SABMg7UGQX3GYZ1c7A_X_Ja&c=ic3z_jAPZZDtg27l_8V7kfBfZRXH5MFCbVJEtYgUvEeRPGWExUlCWA==&ch=oRozSmwcQupesd1imZW-sDbEH6yMBcTZWI64v9JLmlBXVqM9ZbfmNw==
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despite the fact that CEQA allows local jurisdictions to determine whether feasible mitigation has 
been met. AB 2648 is also deeply flawed and redundant, unnecessarily encouraging frivolous 
construction defect lawsuits when California already has the most expansive legal options in the 
nation for an injured party to pursue. Exposing homebuilders to unlimited liability and an increase in 
litigation abuse drives up builders’ costs, which will have an impact on home prices for the 
consumer.  
  
  
2018 Housing Killers: 
  

 AB 2447 (Reyes) – AB 2447 proposes a gross expansion of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) by inserting social issues into a statute that was intended to cover 
environmental analysis and mitigation. The bill usurps local government land use authority 
by adopting a blanket prohibition on the approval of housing projects that violate its new 
statutory provisions, even when all feasible mitigation has been adopted. The CEQA 
statute requires disclosure and mitigation but leaves local governments to determine 
project approvals once all feasible mitigation has been incorporated. AB 2447 is a massive 
departure from the original intent of CEQA and virtually compels the denial of housing 
projects in those areas that need it the most. 

 AB 2648 (Friedman) – AB 2648 opens home builders up to unlimited liability by completely 
eliminating the 10-year construction defect statute of limitations when it comes to water 
contamination allegations. The bill is unnecessary as there are already a wealth of legal 
options for an injured party to seek redress and it would allow for additional frivolous 
construction defect lawsuits which would be costly for homebuilders and therefore costly 
for home buyers. 

  
2018 Housing Creators: 
  

 AB 1758 (Steinorth) / AB 1979 (Bonta) – AB 1758/AB 1979 would provide prospective first-
time homebuyers in California a tax deduction for deposits into a Homeownership Savings 
Account for the purposes of a down payment or mortgage payment, which will have a 
favorable impact on prospective home-owners ability to buy a home. 

 AB 2353 (Frazier) – AB 2353 decreases the statute of limitations for construction defect 
lawsuits from 10 to 5. This will reduce insurance premiums and self-insured retentions and 
increase the availability of general liability insurance for contractors and homebuilders, 
thereby encouraging increased production and helping to hold down costs. 

 AB 2913 (Wood) – AB 2913 would extend the duration of a building permit from 180 days to 
3 years. This will prevent the builder from having to go back to reapply for a new permit, 
submit updated compliance documentation and potentially pay new (and redundant) fees 
for the same homes previously approved by the local building department. 

 AB 3147 (Caballero) – AB 3147 would prohibit cities and counties from imposing or adding 
new requirements, fees, charges, or other exactions to applicants for housing projects 
once an application is deemed complete by the jurisdiction. This will help provide 
transparency and certainty in the home construction process. 

 AB 3194 (Daly) – AB 3194 will close loopholes that undermine the Housing Accountability 
Act’s applicability and effectiveness and encourage the local approval of housing projects. 

 SB 827 (Wiener) – SB 827 encourages increased housing production in areas with high-
quality transit by exempting these areas from certain restrictive zoning standards. By 
encouraging the production of small and mid-rise apartment buildings, the bill will help 
increase supply, and could help lower prices for Californians.  
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 SB 831 (Wieckowski) - SB 831 will incentivize the production of accessory dwelling units 
(ADUs) by eliminating barriers to their production. ADUs are a useful tool in increasing the 
number of housing units affordable to a wide cross section of Californians.  

  
### 

 
“The Voice of Homebuilding and New Construction in California, the California Building Industry 

Association is a statewide trade association representing thousands of homebuilders, remodelers, 
subcontractors, architects, engineers, designers, and other industry professionals.  

  
More information is available on the Association's Web site, www.cbia.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LD8YeoG3pnOIQOLTBf0D3-qtABIYHmzSR4WTBhM8F5S3p1eT_C6ihXKgWKQU0rus9eH34zHrTfQeUhNWzMlZWSWgp1qoqHzAf0n768joAsb3cg0fwQYd1ARV2dJjhxU5I7r7-31SlG0=&c=ic3z_jAPZZDtg27l_8V7kfBfZRXH5MFCbVJEtYgUvEeRPGWExUlCWA==&ch=oRozSmwcQupesd1imZW-sDbEH6yMBcTZWI64v9JLmlBXVqM9ZbfmNw==
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SUPPORT COLAB!                                                                                                                            

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE LAST PAGE BELOW 

  

MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 

 

  

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB MIXER 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

See the presentation at the link: https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA    

  

AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
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