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COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF JULY 2 - 8, 2017 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

 

NO BOARD MEETING THIS WEEK                      

4
TH

 OF JULY 

 

OTHER AGENCIES DORMANT  
 

 

LAST WEEK 
 

NO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING                                                      

SUMMER RECESS 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                                     

(SEE PAGE 8) 

 

ARE WE HEADED FOR A SOLAR WASTE CRISIS? 

By Michael Shellenberger  

  

WHAT TAXPAYERS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE 

CALIFORNIA BUDGET 

By Jon Coupal  
  

http://www.environmentalprogress.org/big-news/2017/6/21/are-we-headed-for-a-solar-waste-crisis
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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, July 4, 2017 

 
Tuesday, July 4

th
 is still a national holiday. So far the State Legislature has not banned it. 

Trouble will start up again on July 11
th

. There is nothing to report so far for this week on 

potential actions by local government agencies. 

 

However, the SLO County Progressives, an ultra-left coalition of Democrats, enviro 

organizations, and generally hostile, disaffected, and depressed self-styled                         

“revolutionaries,”  are actively ramping up to seize even more local political control. Apparently 

they, according to witnesses, have a banner blaming COLAB for what they perceive as public 

policy failures. Of course they were in charge of the White House and SLO County for nearly a 

decade. They have controlled California for several decades. 

 

 

 
  

The website highlights their strategy as directly quoted below:  

 

 

About Us 

 

What We Stand For 
 

 

Mission 

To support and elect progressive Democratic candidates and issues, promote and foster an 

activist grassroots base, and to promote progressive values and principles in San Luis Obispo 

County. 

https://sloprogressives.org/
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Purpose 

The purpose of this club is to: 

1. Stimulate active interest in progressive issues, including, but not limited to:  

1. “Single Payer” Medicare-for-All Healthcare 

2. Campaign Finance Reform including Overturning Citizens United 

3. Open Primaries 

4. Tuition-Free Public College and University 

5. Bold Climate Change Action, including but not limited to:  

1. A Ban on Fracking and Offshore Oil Drilling 

6. Opposition to the Trans Pacific Partnership and other free trade deals deemed detrimental 

to American workers by PSLO. 

7. Support of Labor Unions 

8. Address racial, gender, and economic justice issues. 

2. Elect progressive Democratic candidates who reflect progressive values. 

3. Provide a constructive role for volunteers in Democratic politics. 

4. Register Democratic voters. 

5. Raise money. 

6. Perform other duties and services as will benefit the Democratic Party and of San Luis Obispo 

County. 

Officers 

Co-Chair, Heidi Harmon 

Co-Chair, Nick Andre 

Vice-Chair, Michael Costello 

Operational Director, Samson Blackwell 

Secretary, Tarrah Graves 

Corresponding Secretary, Quinn Brady 

Treasurer, Vacant (Interim Serving) 

Advisory Board 

Bill Ostrander 

Eric Veium     

Bill McCarthy 

https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/


4 
 

Giacomo Longato 

Cody King 

Sherri Stoddard 

Rosemary Canfield 

Angela Nelson 

Donna Helete 

Regional Directors 

 North SLO County 

Deborah Scarborough 

Yvonne Helms 

Susan Robinson 

Melanie Barket 

Dan Cook 

South SLO County 

Steve Lacki 

Jennifer Stover 

Cody King 

 

Communications Group 

The Communications Group is the public face of the club and also keeps members connected. 

Co-Leads, Mackenzie Kroon, Kristine Johnson & Linda Baker 

Signup for a Group 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Lead, Mackenzie Kroon 

MEDIA RELATIONS 

Lead, Amaya Giauque 

OUTREACH 

Lead, Dan Cook 

https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/groups/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
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NEWSLETTER 

Lead, Quinn Brady 

SHOW UP 

Lead, Kristine Johnson 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Lead, Jered Martin 

VIDEO PRODUCTION 

Lead, Luke Bryce 

TROLL TROOP 

Lead, Pending 

 

Operational Groups 

Operational Groups are permanent groups that keep the club running smoothly. They 

also provide support to Working Groups. 

Signup for a Group 

CLUB EVENTS 

Lead, Malcolm McEwen 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

Lead, Donna Lacki 

RESEARCH 

Lead, Tod Sarguis 

North, Jim Lord 

 

Working Groups 

Working Groups focus on issues and specific goals, which may be temporary. 

Signup for a Group 

2018 ELECTIONS 

Lead, Michael Costello 

District 4 Lead, Cody King 

North, Melanie Barket 

https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/groups/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/groups/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TASK FORCE 

Lead, Sydnee Raphael 

CITY COUNCILS TASK FORCE 

Lead, Pending 

SINGLE-PAYER HEALTHCARE 

Lead, Kathy Oliver 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 

Lead, Bill Ostrander 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS 

Lead, Dani Nicholson 

IMMIGRATION 

Lead, Yvonne Helms 

CIVICS BOOTCAMP 

Lead, Megan O’Brien 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD TASK FORCE 

Lead, Robyn Berry 

FIRST RESPONDERS TEAM 

Lead, Silvia Suarez 

SHOW OFF 

Lead, Violet Cavanaugh 

VOTER REGISTRATION 

Lead, Rose Bodrian 

TAKE OVER DNC/ELIMINATE SUPERDELEGATES 

Lead, Chris Whipple 

UNITY COMMISSION 

Lead, Dave Akey 

 

Will moderate and conservative groups be organized to meet the onslaught?   

https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
https://sloprogressives.org/contact/
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INDEPENDENCE DAY 

  

Molly Pitcher (Mary Ludwig), an American Revolutionary heroine, loading cannon at the 

Battle of Monmouth, NJ, June 28, 1778. Her husband has fallen from exhaustion beside the 

cannon. (Painting by D.M. Carter, Sons of the Revolution). 

If she could serve cannon, could we show up for a few Board of Supervisors meetings per 

year? Could we walk a few precincts handing out literature next spring? After all, no one is 

actually shooting at us yet. As noted above, the radical left in SLO County is attempting to 

prepare a full on “revolution.” 
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LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 There was no Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, June 27, 2017 (Not Scheduled) 

 

Fortunately there was no meeting scheduled, giving everyone a short respite. 

 

 

COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE 

LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES 

AND FORCES  

 
ARE WE HEADED FOR A SOLAR WASTE CRISIS? 

By Michael Shellenberger  

 

/>  

Boy in Guiyu, China, atop a pile of electronic waste 

Last November, Japan’s Environment Ministry issued a stark warning: the amount of solar panel 

waste Japan produces every year will rise from 10,000 to 800,000 tons by 2040, and the nation 

has no plan for safely disposing of it. 

Neither does California, a world leader in deploying solar panels. Only Europe requires solar 

panel makers to collect and dispose of solar waste at the end of their lives. 

http://www.environmentalprogress.org/big-news/2017/6/21/are-we-headed-for-a-solar-waste-crisis
http://asia.nikkei.com/Tech-Science/Tech/Japan-tries-to-chip-away-at-mountain-of-disused-solar-panels?page=2
http://www.solarwaste.eu/faq/
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All of which raises the question: just how big of a problem is solar waste? 

Environmental Progress investigated the problem to see how the problem compared to the much 

more high-profile issue of nuclear waste.  

We found: 

Solar panels create 300 times more toxic waste per unit of energy than do nuclear power plants. 

If solar and nuclear produce the same amount of electricity over the next 25 years that nuclear 

produced in 2016, and the wastes are stacked on football fields, the nuclear waste would reach 

the height of the Leaning Tower of Pisa (52 meters), while the solar waste would reach the 

height of two Mt. Everests (16 km).  

In countries like China, India, and Ghana, communities living near e-waste dumps often burn the 

waste in order to salvage the valuable copper wires for resale. Since this process requires burning 

off the plastic, the resulting smoke contains toxic fumes that are carcinogenic and teratogenic 

(birth defect-causing) when inhaled. 

 

The study defines as toxic waste the spent fuel assemblies from nuclear plants and the solar 

panels themselves, which contain similar heavy metals and toxins as other electronics, such as 

computers and smartphones. 

To make these calculations, EP estimated the total number of operational solar panels in 2016 

and assumed they would all be retired in 25 years — the average lifespan of a solar panel. EP 

http://www.cnn.com/2013/05/30/world/asia/china-electronic-waste-e-waste/index.html
http://pulitzercenter.org/reporting/india-rising-tide-e-waste
http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Weekend/story?id=8215714&page=1
http://svtc.org/wp-content/uploads/Silicon_Valley_Toxics_Coalition_-_Toward_a_Just_and_Sust.pdf
http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy12osti/51664.pdf
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then estimated the total amount of spent nuclear fuel assemblies that would be generated over a 

25 year period. EP then divided both estimates by the quantity of electricity they produced to 

come up with the waste per unit of energy measure. 

While nuclear waste is contained in heavy drums and regularly monitored, solar waste outside of 

Europe today ends up in the larger global stream of electronic waste.  

Solar panels contain toxic metals like lead, which can damage the nervous system, as well as 

chromium and cadmium, known carcinogens. All three are known to leach out of existing e-

waste dumps into drinking water supplies.  

The deployment of solar has increased significantly in recent years in response to government 

subsidies and mandates. Global installed capacity more than doubled between 2012 and 2015.  

In 2016, solar provided 1.3% of the world’s electricity, with 301 GW installed. Nuclear reactors 

provided 10% of the world’s electricity in the same year. 

A recent report found that it would take 19 years for Toshiba Environmental Solutions to finish 

recycling all of the solar waste Japan produced by 2020. By 2034, the annual waste production 

will be 70 - 80 times larger than that of 2020. 

 

Methodological notes: 

“Solar” in this analysis exclusively refers to solar photovoltaic. 

For the analysis, EP assumed that each solar panel would last 25 years 

EP estimated that a typical 1 GW nuclear reactor produces 27 tonnes of waste annually. 

EP assumed that, worldwide, each nuclear reactor has a similar burnup. 

http://svtc.org/wp-content/uploads/Silicon_Valley_Toxics_Coalition_-_Toward_a_Just_and_Sust.pdf
http://svtc.org/wp-content/uploads/Silicon_Valley_Toxics_Coalition_-_Toward_a_Just_and_Sust.pdf
http://www.ren21.net/gsr-online/chapter02.php#Solar%20Photovoltaics%20(PV)
http://www.bp.com/en/global/corporate/energy-economics/statistical-review-of-world-energy.html
http://asia.nikkei.com/Tech-Science/Tech/Japan-tries-to-chip-away-at-mountain-of-disused-solar-panels?page=1
http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy12osti/51664.pdf
http://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/nuclear-fuel-cycle/nuclear-wastes/radioactive-waste-management.aspx
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Capacity factors for solar PV and nuclear are derived from 2016 reports from BP Statistical 

Review of World Energy and IAEA PRIS and are assumed to remain constant over the 25 year 

period calculated. 

Nuclear share of world electricity was calculated by dividing world nuclear electricity generation 

by total world electricity generation. 

Solar panel specifications were standardized according to TrinaSolar’s Duomax Dual Glass 60-

Cell Module. 

  

Michael Shellenberger is an award-winning author and environmental policy expert. For a 

quarter-century he has advocated solutions to lift all people out of poverty while lessening 

humankind's environmental impact. This article first appeared in the June 21, 2017 edition of 

Environmental Progress (EP). EP is a Berkeley based not for profit which was founded to 

achieve two big goals: lift all humans out of poverty, and save the natural environment. These 

goals can be achieved by mid-century — but only if we remove the obstacles to cheap, reliable 

and clean energy.   

 

  

 
WHAT TAXPAYERS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE 

CALIFORNIA BUDGET 

By Jon Coupal  

California voters are pretty good at figuring out what is going in the state capital when it hits 

them directly. For example, recent polling shows that citizen awareness of the $5.2 billion annual 

gas and car tax is very high and, incidentally, very negative. 

http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/RDS_2-37_web.pdf
http://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/en/corporate/pdf/energy-economics/statistical-review-2017/bp-statistical-review-of-world-energy-2017-electricity.pdf
http://static.trinasolar.com/sites/default/files/PS-M-0474%20A%20Datasheet_Duomax_PEG5.XX_US_Feb_2017_A.pdf
http://static.trinasolar.com/sites/default/files/PS-M-0474%20A%20Datasheet_Duomax_PEG5.XX_US_Feb_2017_A.pdf
http://www.environmentalprogress.org/big-news/2017/6/27/new-study-finds-solar-households-produce-30-to-60-more-electronic-waste-than-non-solar-households
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But the same can’t be said when it comes to the more complicated and arcane actions of our state 

politicians such as the annual California state budget process. While Californians are painfully 

aware that taxes are very high (they’ve been watching their friends and neighbors moving out of 

state at record pace) they typically have little comprehension of where their tax dollars go. That’s 

not surprising since California ranks dead last in budget transparency according to a recent study 

by U.S. News & World Report. 

Nonetheless, here are the main takeaways that every California taxpayer should know. 

First, the budget is huge – over $125 billion in general fund spending – by far the largest budget 

in California history. Since the recovery began after the great recession, taxpayers have infused 

California’s General Fund with $41 billion and special funds by $28 billion. That translates into 

a 63 percent increase since 2010. And property owners have done their part as well. With real 

estate values fully recovered (and then some) property tax revenues are up 72 percent. This is 

where our schools get the lion’s share of their money. 

Second, the budget is only balanced if you ignore debt. The majority party is practically breaking 

their arms trying to pat themselves on the back for a “balanced budget.” This is like a family 

celebrating the fact that they paid all their bills this month but ignoring the fact that they have a 

mortgage that is way beyond their means over the long term. California’s pension debt is, by 

some measurements, close to a trillion dollars. 

Third, the budget is, as usual, full of tricks and questionable accounting. One of the more 

dubious ploys involves borrowing from special funds. This year, there’s a proposal to borrow $6 

billion (with a “b”) from the state’s Surplus Money Investment Fund to reduce the unfunded 

liability of the state’s pension fund, PERS. While there is agreement that appropriating more 

money to PERS now helps to reduce unfunded liability in the future, that payment should come 

from current revenue, not a special account designed to cover ongoing operating expenses.  Let’s 

call this for what it is: Paying your Visa bill with your MasterCard. 

The budget is being praised for adding a couple billion more to the state’s rainy day fund 

(technically called the Budget Stabilization Account) bringing it to over $8.4 billion. But recall 

during the last recession, the budget shortfall was many times that amount. Thus, while it seems 

like a lot of money, the state’s reserve funds remain woefully inadequate. You can’t save a penny 

a day for a couple of years and think it will be enough to fix the roof when it collapses. 

Other trickery includes several dozen so-called “trailer bills.” These are supposed to be budget 

related bills – many are not – that can pass with a simple majority vote and are not subject to 

citizen referendum. Because they can be jammed through on short notice without citizen 

recourse, they are a favorite tool of the majority party to effectuate big policy changes. Two 

examples of this are the gutting of the California Board of Equalization – one of the few state tax 

agencies in America actually accountable to voters – and a blatantly political power grab by 
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changing the law as it relates to recall elections designed solely to throw a lifeline to a tax-and-

spend democrat who cast the deciding vote on the gas and car tax hike. 

Bottom line? The majority party has adopted laws and policies which will unquestionably push 

state spending permanently higher by expanding programs, increasing welfare costs and giving 

their political funders – labor unions – higher compensation via costly collective bargaining 

agreements. Our elected leadership is driving California right off the cliff.  Thelma & Louise 

would be proud. 

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association. This article was posted by 

the June 28 Capitol Weekly .Coupal is a frequent guest on the Andy Caldwell Radio show on AM 

1440 KUHL. 

  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
  

 

.   

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
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Dear Taxpayer: 

 

State Senator Robert Hetzberg, D-Van Nuys, is pushing yet another tax on homeowners.  

 

Hertzberg’s Senate Bill 231 would remove your right to vote on assessments to process 

storm water, and allow new charges to be added to your property tax bill. Hertzberg wants 

you to pay more because it rains. This could cost you hundreds of dollars, or more, 

each year. 

 

Lawmakers will soon vote on SB 231 and now is the time to tell them NO! 

 

Please call your representatives and tell them to vote NO on SB 231 storm water charges, 

NO on new property taxes. 

 

Don’t know who your representatives are? Click here. 

 

Please act now!  Time is of the essence if we are to block another tax increase by the 

Sacramento politicians.  

 

SUPPORT COLAB!                                                                                                                            

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE NEXT PAGE 

http://hjta.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=a40c318dba8ce9a0fc951284f&id=ece94962d6&e=e4f7a2f345
http://hjta.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40c318dba8ce9a0fc951284f&id=c1c88f8312&e=e4f7a2f345
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