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 COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF DECEMBER 3 - 9, 2017 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW 
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THIS WEEK  

 

EMPLOYEE PENSION CONTRIBUTIONS RISE                
(SO DID THE COUNTY’S – THAT IS THE TAXPAYER’S)   

 

MUFFED REPORT ON CAVE LANDING RD. –

PIRATES COVE MESS 

 

SLIGHT CEQA PROCESS REFORM – MAYBE  

 

JAIL MEDICAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

REFORMS LISTED BUT NO PROJECT 

STRUCTURE, COSTS, SCHEDULE OR 

PERFORMANCE OUTCOMES PROVIDED 

 

SLOCOG TO ADOPT HIGHWAY PROJECTS 

 

 LAST WEEK 

  

BOS ADOPTS MARIJUANA REGULATORY 

ORDINANCE 3/2 AT SPECIAL MEETING 

 

ORDINANCE MAY BE CHALLENGED IN 

REFERENDUM  

 

HEALTH AGENCY DIRECTOR “RESIGNS”                  
(BUT GETS $120 K SEVERANCE PAY)  
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NO REGULAR BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

MEETING 
  
 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                   

(SEE PAGE 21)  

 

No Takers For California Kool-Aid 

By Andy Caldwell 

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, December 5, 2017 (Scheduled) 

 

Item 35 - Increases in Employee Paid Pension Rates.  This item implements the latest round 

of the employees’ share of pension cost increases. A few years ago the County negotiated a 

provision in its union contracts that requires that the employees pay half of whatever new cost 

increases occur due to actuarial valuations including losses in the pension system. 

The County’s unfunded pension liability increased last year from $501.0 million to $558.9 

million. The net effect is to increase the total annual payments to the system by $2.3 million of 

which the employees must now pay half, or $1.15 million. The total annual cost was $60.9 prior 

to this increase. That cost was shared, $35.4 million by the County and $25.4 million by the 

employees. The County pays a greater share overall because it did not have the share provision 

until recently. The recent history of the increase in payments is displayed in the table below on 

the next page. 
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It should be noted that the employees actually receive what is called a retirement cost offset, as a 

separate part of their compensation. The theory is for the County (you the tax payer) to offset a 

portion of their share of the pension cost so that employees can keep a larger portion of their 

salary. In effect one hand taketh away while the other giveth (you the tax payer). 

It would be helpful by way of perspective for the staff to include a table parallel to the one 

above, which displays the total cost of the offsets. This would provide the board and public with 

a more accurate view of what the retirement program actually costs. 

Also this Board item does not provide the larger context in which this seemingly helpful 

provision actually operates. Thus, and notwithstanding the slight help here, the total picture 

remains dismal. 

1) The table below shows how the total unfunded pension liability has grown over the years. The 

red arrow points to the relevant column.  
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Note that there are some inconsistencies in the tables. The one immediately above shows covered 

payroll for colander year 2016 as $185 million. The table on the prior page shows it as $180 

million. Both tables are from the same actuarial report. 

2) The total unfunded liability is projected to increase each year for the next 9 years and peaks at 

$639 million in 2026. This assumes that the system will earn an average of 7.125% on average 

over those years. 
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3) A problem is that 7.125 % or above has not been achieved in the near term. 

 

 

What happens if the investment return rate ends up an average of 5.25%?  
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Item 37 - Ad Hoc Committee report on the status of the proposed new Animal Shelter.  

Supervisors Peschong and Arnold will report back on their discussions with the Cities of 

Atascadero and Paso Robles.  Originally it was envisioned that the County and the 7 cities would 

share in the cost of construction and operations. Subsequently Paso and Atascadero announced 

that they no longer wished to participate. 

There is no write-up indicating the status. The report will therefore be verbal. 

Item 38 - Muffed Report on Alternatives to Cave Landing Road/Pirate's Cove Safety 

Issues.  The area has become somewhat of a no man’s land where trash, drug paraphernalia, 

illegal camp fires, medical emergencies, illegal parking, and related issues diminish the value of 

the beach and viewpoints on the bluffs as a recreation area that can be enjoyed by the general 

public. 

In 2014 the County developed a plan that included both capital and operational improvements. 

Most of this was rejected by the Coastal Commission. In summary, the Commission found: 

That the Commission take jurisdiction over the CDP application. Staff further recommends that 

the Commission approve a CDP for a slightly modified project. The proposed project would 

significantly improve public access and recreational opportunities along this portion of the coast 

by improving parking and public access amenities, including updating an important link in the 

California Coastal Trail (CCT), and constructing a trail and staircase to Pirate’s Cove beach to 

replace the existing informal accessway. However, the County is proposing to close off all of the 

proposed amenities, including the trail to the beach and the CCT link, between 10 pm and 6 am. 

Although the County has raised valid issues related to criminal activity and public safety in the 

parking lot during nighttime hours, these concerns are focused more on activity in the parking 

lot than along the trail or on the beach. Therefore, to ensure public access is protected and 

maximized, Staff is recommending conditions to limit the closure to the parking lot only, thus 

allowing pedestrians and bicyclists access to the trails and beach. On-street parking is available 

nearby, and could be utilized by nighttime visitors. The recommended condition would limit the 

allowed parking lot closure to a period of five years, and requires monitoring during that time. If 

the County wishes to extend the parking lot closure beyond the five year period, the County 

would need to apply for an amendment to this CDP to do so. Also related to public access, Staff 

is recommending a Signage and Operations plan to ensure public access is protected and 

maximized. 

There are many details in the Commission’s 2014 43-page decision, which rendered the County 

project infeasible. 

Essentially the Commission pre-empted local control and forbade the County to impose 

measures that would promote public safety and would impose behavioral standards so that the 

area could be enjoyed by a broad segment of the public, as opposed to self-defined locals who 

prefer the loose wide open atmosphere. 
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Earlier this summer when the County again began to consider regulating parking and restricting 

night access, the Commission staff wrote to the County indicating that the proposed actions 

would not be accepted by the Commission. 

Staff was then assigned to develop a set of proposed alternatives. The report is weak and presents 

3 alternatives: 

Alternatives to Consider 

1. Manage as a Natural Area as part of the County Park System and install minor improvements 

and night time parking restrictions (CDP required) 

2. Intensify staffing with no physical improvements (no CDP required) 

3. Sell both parcels and retain public access easements (no CDP required) 

First of all, it’s not clear how any of the alternatives would eliminate a number of the 

Coastal Commissions concerns.  

Did the staff meet with the Commission staff to ascertain their attitude towards these? 

Worse yet, no cost data is provided. How could the Board have any idea about the relative 

feasibility of any of these alternatives? 

Alternative 3, selling the parcels, would seem to raise all sorts of problems. Who would buy 

them? Would they be allowed to build a house on them? Aren’t zone changes required and 

then coastal permits? 

It’s almost as if the Parks staff is just flipping the Board off. 
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Matters After 1:30 PM 

  

Item 42 - Receive and file a report on existing California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) practices and procedures, and consider amendments to the County of San Luis 

Obispo CEQA Guidelines.  The issue here relates primarily to how private sector projects 

(housing developments, commercial developments, oil and mineral projects, and so forth) are 

processed under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). It specifically involves 

when the applicant and public are allowed to see the results of the CEQA analysis.  

Under the standard procedures by which most cities and counties administer the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an environmental consulting firm that is expert in CEQA 

prepares a document called the Administrative Draft Environmental Impact Report (ADEIR). 

These consultants are vetted by the counties and cities and are generally placed on a list of 

acceptable firms from which the private sector applicant can choose. 

The project consultant meets with the County and applicant to review the application; description 

of the project; all the plans; and subordinate analyses on water, traffic, air quality, energy use, 

public safety, lighting, noise, biology, etc.; and then proceeds to conduct an analysis of the 

environmental impacts. Once the consultant is done, the ADEIR is formally simultaneously 

released to the applicant, all the concerned agencies involved, and the public. It becomes the 

fundamental document by which people judge the project and formulate their position with 

respect to the project. Usually it is circulated for 45 or more days, where formal comment is 

received. The applicant has the opportunity to rebut and clarify. 

The problem is that in a number of cases, the consultant misconstrues some aspects of the intent, 

content, or facts of the project. These misconceptions become part of the base public record and 

must often be overcome if the project is to survive the process and go forward.  

The applicant has never had a chance to explain to the consultant what is intended or to ask for 

corrections before the ADEIR  (the Draft) is released. 

For this reason and beginning in 2009, some jurisdictions offered their applicants an option of 

reviewing the ADEIR prior to its release. Corrections could be made or problem portions of the 

development eliminated before they became raging public issues.  Eventually the courts ruled 

that if the applicant is allowed to see the Draft, it also must be released to the public. Of course 

this then vitiated much of the benefit of allowing the applicant to see it in the first place.  

San Luis Obispo County is not one of the jurisdictions that provides applicants with the option of 

seeing the ADEIR before it is formally published. 

Under this agenda item the Board will consider three possible alternatives. 



10 
 

1. Leave matters as they are. Applicants will not see the Draft until it is publically published. 

2. Allow them to see the draft and allow the public to see it as well. 

3. Implement a more rigorous process by which the details of the project (particularly the overall 

description) are gone over very carefully to eliminate any mistakes and misunderstandings. The 

process would also include prescheduled sessions for applicants to answer questions and make 

corrections on specific aspects of the consultant's review. In this version they would not see the 

final draft until it is published. 

There are a number of problems with the whole situation: 

1) CEQA is biased against change and human progress. Any increased noise, traffic, reduction of 

open space or anything else is considered a problem which must be “mitigated”.  Thus the 

system is inherently rigged to stop things. Imagine if CEQA had existed when the oil industry 

had started, or the freeways were proposed, or the large housing boom of the 50’s and 60’s 

started, or the Golden Gate Bridge was proposed. Sure the bridge increased traffic. It induced 

development in Marin, Sonoma, and Mendocino counties. It put a huge structure across an 

otherwise pristine ocean view. 

2.) By disallowing the applicant and the owner of the project to see and comment in advance sets 

up form of the Court of the Star Chamber in which the defendant is prosecuted but doesn’t know 

the charges until he is in the court room. 

3. What if we had a countervailing California Human Progress Act (CHPA)? 

After all most of us grew up in and are the beneficiaries of the housing sprawl of the 20th 

century. 

The Golden Gate Bridge is the beloved symbol of California and San Francisco throughout the 

world. 

  

Could you build the Bridge or the Berkeley Campanile today under CEQA?                                                 

After all, both obstruct views of the Pacific Ocean and San Francisco Bay. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://paulselig.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/berkeley-sather-tower.jpg&imgrefurl=https://paulselig.com/2016/01/berkeley-ca/&docid=vtw-gKTokI61OM&tbnid=U2nJPefCazgXrM:&vet=10ahUKEwiWudXJneXXAhUH4IMKHV-xA2IQMwhrKCQwJA..i&w=1024&h=684&bih=599&biw=1366&q=berkeley ca&ved=0ahUKEwiWudXJneXXAhUH4IMKHV-xA2IQMwhrKCQwJA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Item 43 - Stepping Up Program.  This Board item describes various steps proposed to be 

implemented to better coordinate jail and Behavioral Health Department care of mentally ill 

and/or drug and alcohol dependent jail inmates.  

It lists various physical improvements to jail medical facilities, program improvements, 

increased staffing, and strengthened management and monitoring procedures. 

The write-up lacks a budget, implementation schedule, operations structure, project manager 

(accountability), current baseline performance statistics, and proposed improvement statistics, as 

well as a timeline for achieving them. 

The Board should direct the new County Administrative Officer (who has previously displayed 

skills in these regards) and the accountable Department Heads to develop a standard project plan 

which contains the requisite items. 

The program is proposed to forestall the types of problems that resulted in the Andrew Holland 

jail death earlier this year. It is also proposed to attempt to divert people who would otherwise be 

incarcerated to alternative mental health and medical facilities that can provide better care than a 

jail. 

 

San Luis Obispo County Council of Governments (SLOCOG) Meeting of Wednesday, 

December 6, 2017 (Scheduled)  

 

Item A-2: 2018 State Transportation Improvement Plan.  This is a rolling 5-year capital 

improvement plan for various road and highway projects. The first 3 charts below list various 

projects. Apparently some of the projects are dependent on SB 1 Sales Tax funds (the tax 

approved last summer by the Legislature without voter approval). Some would have to be 

eliminated if the tax is repealed by the voters in November 2018. The write-up does not seem to 

indicate how much would have to be cut back. The yellow boxes indicate aggregate shortfalls or 

projected surpluses in the funding plans as they now stand. 
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The  separate table below lists large State funded projects. Note for example, the large nimbers 

for continuation of the conversion of  State Highway 46 to a controlled access highway – 

working eastward. Also it seems to contain funding for additional train parking at the SLO 

station. Wonder if they will ever park tank cars there? 
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LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Special Board of Supervisors Meeting of Monday, November 27, 2017 - 9:00 AM 

(Completed)  

 

Item 1 - Continued Public Hearing and Potential Adoption of Marijuana Regulatory 

Ordinance.  The draft 52-page Cannabis Ordinance was approved on a vote of 3/2 (Gibson and 

Hill dissenting). Supervisors Hill and Gibson attacked the ordinance as being too restrictive. 

They are accusing the Board majority, which  tightened and added restrictions to portions of the 

ordinance, of “ regulatory overreach.” 

As of Friday, December 1
st
, it was rumored that Bay Area rapper and marijuana mogul Gilbert 

Milam Jr., better known by his stage name Berner, is about to finance a referendum to rescind 

SLO County’s ordinance. 
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San Francisco news outlet KRON reported last February 17
th

:  

SAN FRANCISCO (KRON) — In California, we are witnessing the birth of a new industry as the 

legalization of recreational marijuana rolls out, and a few trailblazing entrepreneurs are 

already building their empires. 

On Friday, as a part of our in-depth series of reports on the cannabis industry, KRON4 profiles 

one young Bay Area resident who is already a marijuana mogul. 

“Taste so good I can’t pass it,” Gilbert Milam Jr raps in one of his music videos. “When I die, 

I’m smoke my ashes…” 

He is a rapper who raps about the weed game. Otherwise known as Berner, Milam doesn’t just 

rhyme about reefer, he’s a self-described marijuana activist and brand ambassador. 

“Someone to take it and grow it….” Berner said. 

And he’s not talking about growing the pot plants themselves, but rather growing a marijuana 

lifestyle brand. 

 It’s centered around a particular strain of weed with a tasty name developed by his friends 

called Girl Scout cookies. 

“He was like, ‘Bro this is the one.’ It tastes just like Thin Mint cookies and we tasted it and it 

was just like wow, truth be told. It did,” Berner said. 

Berner then turned some of his other rapper buddies like Wiz Khalifa onto the strain. 

“I brought it to a lot of people to try, Wiz, the Rick Rosses, the Currencies, Alchemist, a lot of 

people that have influence,” Berner said. 

And it blew up. 

“Now, it’s one of the biggest strains worldwide….,” Berner said. It’s popping, for sure” 

Berner has the original Cookies logo tattooed on his joint smoking hand. 

“So when I smoke, people can see it, know what time it is,” Berner said. 

He wears a bling-studded letter C around his neck, and in this video, Berner poses with fans in 

front of that same C logo inside his streetwear clothing store. 

And while this is Haight Street and not Sesame Street, C is for Cookies, the shelves are lined with 

T-shirts, hats, and key chains with the Cookies logo. 

They also sell pot-related paraphernalia, including smell-proof backpacks to carry what inspired 

the line. 
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This is not a small-time operation, with stores in San Francisco, Seattle, and soon, New York. 

The clothing line did $8 million in sales last year. 

“Freshest gear around,” Berner said. There is a Cookies SF medical marijuana dispensary in the 

city, and there are five other California cities where patients can buy cookies and cream, animal cookies, 

and other pot with appetizing names, like sherbet or lemonade. 

“This is skittles in here,” Berner said. 

But some of those strains have been bootlegged, which is why now he and his partners are 

licensing the Cookies brand name for those growing authenticated Cookies weed strains, which 

then can be sold in packages covered in their logo. 

“Now, that’s making it real business, right? Until it became legal, that wasn’t an option,” 

Berner said. “So, we are thinking on how to monetize the hype on Cookies around the world not 

just here at home.” 

But it is not all about the Cookies. Last year, he launched a hemp water line that’s carried in 

stores like Trader Joes and Whole Foods. 

It is vitamin water infused with hemp seed oil, so it has omega-3s, but it won’t get you high 

because it doesn’t have THC. 

 It cures cotton mouth,” Berner said. 

Berner is involved in several other businesses, including Weedmaps, an online cannabis 

directory, and he recently launched his own app where people can rap against each other, called 

Battle App. 

He has got a web documentary series up on Youtube and is working on a movie about the rise of 

designer weed. 

“A lot of people like to say stoners don’t get stuff done,” Berner said. “I work 18-19 hour days.” 

 Now the face of a multimillion dollar brand, the San Francisco native, and high school dropout, 

says he is most excited about inspiring others. 

“The coolest thing about what I do is that people come up and tell me you motivate me, you give 

me the motivation to do my thing, either switch the lifestyle I’m living and go legit, and/or put my 

own money into my business or my dreams,” Berner said. 

While the future of cannabis legalization is hazy, it’s clear Berner is blazing a trail for other 

entrepreneurs. 

Only time will tell how high he and his fellow pot business pioneers will ascend. 
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Berner 

Recision proponents will need to obtain somewhere between 8,000 and 9,000 signatures for the 

measure to qualify. It could be on the June ballot. Apparently SLO County is regarded as one of 

the best places to grow marijuana and as a future primary base for the industry – sort of like 

Saudi Arabia is to oil. 

Welcome to the major leagues. 

Meanwhile Back in SLO County:  The hearing lasted much of the day. Most of the speakers 

were people involved in the marijuana industry who expressed their concern that the ordinance is 

overly restrictive and would force some cultivators out of business because of the minimum 

parcel sizes required for cultivation permits in various zones. The general public has been largely 

absent from the Planning Commission and Board hearings. There appears to be no general 

opposition to permitting the industry in some fashion 

Gibson labeled the Board majority’s position as a “capricious dismantling of the Planning 

Commission’s recommendations.” Hill described it as “wackamo.” 

The Board majority reaffirmed its overall policy as starting out with a moderate approach – that 

is not banning the industry altogether (as some jurisdictions have done) nor permitting maximum 

possible development allowed under the State enabling law. 

Points of contention included a ban on retail sales, acreage restrictions, limitations on the land 

use zones in which cultivation and other activities are permitted, and setback and distance 

requirements for commercial activities, which could render them impossible to be zoned in,  

even where they are legally permitted under the zoning.  

The Ordinance goes into effect on December 31, 2017.  

An important adjunct to the ordinance provides a process by which existing legal grows and 

activities are blended into the new system. 

An annotated version of the  draft ordinance (versus the Planning Commission version) can be 

seen at the website: 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/_AVpSDSxu28/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AVpSDSxu28&docid=7z8Z9qcjKux6BM&tbnid=yV-hMGJkP_A0-M:&vet=10ahUKEwj_9cuBoerXAhVhl1QKHfYdDmA4ZBAzCBooGDAY..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=599&biw=1366&q=berner rapper cookies&ved=0ahUKEwj_9cuBoerXAhVhl1QKHfYdDmA4ZBAzCBooGDAY&iact=mrc&uact=8
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http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8132/MDJfVDIyIFJlZGxpbmUucGR

m/12/n/86808.doc  

A TOOL FOR THE FUTURE 

One of the most interesting and useful aspects of the hearing was a presentation by a Consulting 

firm, Ag Zone services of Monterey which used land use  diagrams to demonstrate the impact of 

various portions of the ordinance on the actual cultivation operations. Separately from the 

substantive policy choices (and whatever one’s position might be) the information was analytical 

and helpful. The tools and concepts would be useful during  all sorts of land use and project 

considerations. 

For example one of the issues was the setback requirements (the distance from the property 

lines) for a marijuana grow. The ordinance as adopted requires a 300 ft., setback, which would 

limit the ability to configure a grow on many parcels. 

For example, on a rectangular 20-acre parcel the 300 feet setback would result in a limitation as  

depicted below: 

  

A 200 ft. setback would alternatively provide the ability to configure larger grow: 

 

 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8132/MDJfVDIyIFJlZGxpbmUucGRm/12/n/86808.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8132/MDJfVDIyIFJlZGxpbmUucGRm/12/n/86808.doc
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Translating this into comparative quantitative data, a 300 ft. setback would result in 

allowable land for a grow as displayed in the chart below: 

  

In contrast, a 200 ft. setback requirement would result in expanded opportunity. 

  

The larger point here is that this is the type of analysis that the County Planning staff should be 

presenting as it recommends both overall policies and conditions on specific project applications. 

The policy choices and fairness become much clearer. 

We hope that they will take the opportunity to work with Ag Zone Services and learn some of 

the techniques and incorporate them in their regular analysis.  
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Imagine what this kind of analyses could do to clarify and generate alternatives  for the dunes 

dust discussion. The County Board members should ask the APCD to schedule a sample 

presentation. 

www.agzone.services   

Item 2 - Hearing to consider an ordinance amending Title 6 (Business Licenses and 

Regulations) of the County Code to allow for licensing of cannabis businesses, per Board 

direction. Continued from November 7, 2017.  The item was approved, and will simply 

include marijuana businesses in the list of entities that must pay the annual $27 per year business 

license fee. 

Item 3 - Closed Session – Part 18, Consider Public Employee Performance Evaluation for 

the Position of County Health Agency Director.  The Board came out of Closed Session and 

announced that Health Agency Director Jeff Hamm had resigned effective next April. It was 

reported that the resignation was accepted unanimously and that Hamm would  receive a six 

month severance payment ($120,000).  

There were concerns related to the care of jail inmates who are alleged to have received less than 

timely attention or who have been denied admittance to the County’s secure mental health 

facility (PHF). Also, and from time to time, the Director did not seem to be forthcoming to 

questions and concerns by Board members during public Board meetings. 

At one point several years ago COLAB presented the Board with suggestions for upgrading the 

usefulness and content of a series of performance measures related to the entire mental health 

program, which Jeff Hamm had presented. Hamm contemptuously rejected our no cost offer to 

meet on the subject, telling Mike Brown that he (Brown) had no idea how to do performance 

measures.
1
 Perhaps Hill and Gibson had issued a job killing fatwah on any County employee 

suspected of or caught talking to Brown. 

Background:  Things were bad enough in relation to the Andrew Holland jail death last winter 

that the County paid $5 million to forestall a lawsuit, which its experts obviously believed it 

would lose. A key issue was whether or not the PHF was full and whether it could have admitted 

Holland, who was denied. This in turn raised questions about communication between managers, 

operation protocols, and related matters. 

Supposedly the FBI is investigating the Sheriff’s Department to see if any Federal Civil rights 

laws were violated. Nothing has been reported so far. Separately, it does not appear that the 

County is conducting an independent investigation. 

                                                           
1
 Brown served as the Chairman of the International City/ County Management Association’s Center for 

Performance management for 10 years. He was also a member of the National Commission on Performance 
Management.  He led the development of and use of  award winning performance measurement systems in major 
jurisdictions including Hartford, Berkeley, Tucson,  and Santa Barbara County. 

http://www.agzone.services/
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No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, November 28, 2017 ( Not Scheduled) 

No meeting was included in the adopted annual schedule. The California State Association of 

Counties (CSAC) annual meeting started on November 28
th

 in Sacramento. 

 

COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE 

LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES 

AND FORCES  

 

No Takers For California Kool-Aid 

By Andy Caldwell 

Governor Jerry Brown wasn’t getting much love or having much luck while trying to sell the rest 

of the world on his brand of California Kool-Aid. This career politician, who once described his 

governing style as paddling a little to the left, and paddling a little to the right, found himself 

going around in circles as he traveled through Europe being greeted by jeers and smears from 

both sides of the climate change debate.  

Jerry Brown appeared before the European Parliament asserting that both the United States and 

the European Union should implement an emissions market similar to that of California’s Cap 

and Trade pro-gram. This program is costing California producers and consumers billions of 

dollars in higher prices, in addition to the costs associated with lost revenue, in-clouding jobs 

leaving the state. One member of parliament, a politician from Britain, made no apologies as he 

exposed the California plan as nothing less than a tax and spend policy that isolates our state 

from the rest of the US economy, while inflicting a disparate impact upon impoverished 

California residents. To put it mildly, Emperor Brown is not accustomed to people telling him he 

has no clothes! In response, he mocked the parliamentarian for shedding “crocodile tears for the 

poor”!  

During a speech in Germany, the other side let Brown have it. The hecklers challenged Governor 

Brown to keep fossil fuels in the ground to which he replied, “Let’s put you in the ground so that 

we can get on with the show here”! This particular exchange has to do with the practical side of 

Jerry Brown. He knows full well that it will take decades for our transportation sys-tem to shift 

away from fossil fuels. He also recognizes nothing much is going to change until consumers 
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reduce their demands! There is also the inconvenient truth that nobody has figured out how to 

completely rebuild our fueling infrastructure to accommodate renewables in a practical way. 

Finally, Brown fully acknowledges that should we try to shut down the oil and gas industry 

overnight, as the extremists would have us do, we would have 32 million worthless vehicles on 

our hands and suffer the loss of 10 million jobs. Those are Jerry’s words, not mine, and he is 

right!  

Ironically, the man who gave California our nation’s most stringent climate change law, former 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, was also in Germany making speeches. He urged activists to 

“wake up and focus on what really matters” as he has finally realized we have more pressing 

problems to deal with. That is, greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide, have no direct 

deleterious impact upon our health, in fact, the planet dies without them. Conversely, genuine air 

and water pollution, which can be abated, has immediate life and death impacts on tens of 

thousands of people, plants, and animals each and every day. Considering computer-model 

predicted shifts in temperature and sea level rise are still decades away, we have more immediate 

and dire problems to ad-dress than climate change. 

Andy Caldwell is the Executive Director of COLAB of Santa Barbara County, host of the Andy 

Caldwell Radio show on 1490 AM KUHL, and a regular editorialist for the Santa Barbara News 

Press. This article first appeared in the Santa Barbara News Press. 

 

 

   

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
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SUPPORT COLAB!                                                                                                                            

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE LAST PAGE BELOW 

  

MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 

 

  

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB MIXER 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

See the presentation at the link: https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA    

 

  

AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

 

  

https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
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