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COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF AUGUST 20 - 26, 2017 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

SPECIAL ITEM ON JAIL DEATHS 

MARIJUANA BUSINESS LICENSE PREVIEW 

PASO BASIN WATER PLANNING 

COORDINATION STRUCTURE TO BE ADOPTED 

 

LAST WEEK 

 

VACATION RENTAL BROKER AIRbnb, INC., TO 

COLLECT TOT FOR COUNTY 

 
 

WATER RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

EXPANDED                                                                 
(BOS SHOULD HAVE STOPPED, REVIEWED THE WHOLE SUBJECT, 

AND EXAMINED REFORMS)  
 

 LOS OSOS SEWER HOLDOUTS COULD BE 

FINED 
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SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                   

(SEE PAGE 13)  

ABETTING VIOLENCE 

By Mike Brown 

 

 U.S. Racists Dishonor Robert E. Lee by Association 

By Edward C. Smith 

  

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, August 22, 2017 (Scheduled) 

Item 1 - Introduction of an ordinance amending Title 6 (Business Licenses and 

Regulations) of the County Code to allow for licensing of cannabis businesses, per 

Board direction. Public hearing to be set for October 3, 2017.   The write-up says that 

the Board expects to adopt regulatory ordinances for recreational marijuana on October 3, 

2017. This item sets a parallel hearing on that date to consider amendments to the County 

Code to provide for business licensing of marijuana operations.  Provisions are 

summarized on the next page below. 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcrrh.org%2Fnews%2Fcategory%2Fcannabis%2Fricardo-baca&psig=AFQjCNHjPWUECVDghTmGF2E7lsfR2QPUFA&ust=1503254328791388
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Item 12 - Hearing to consider the extension of the Marijuana (Cannabis) Interim 

Zoning/Urgency Ordinance No. 3334 pursuant to Section 25123, 25131, and 65858 of 

the California Government Code for a period of up to 12 months. Ordinance No. 

3334 places limits on the cultivation of marijuana and requires all cultivators to 

register with the County of San Luis Obispo; exempt from CEQA.  The current 

interim marijuana regulatory ordinance expires on September 19, 2017. The work on the 

permanent ordinances will not be completed by then. Approval of this item will extend 

for up to 12 months from September 19
th

. 

The write-up contains some interesting data about the industry at this point.  

By November 18, 2016, 455 cultivators applied for registration under the urgency 

ordinance. Of the 455 registrations, 288 were located within the California Valley 

Village Reserve Line (VRL) of the Carrizo planning are. Of the remaining 167 

registrations, 10 were located within the coastal planning areas, 89 were located within 

the North County planning area, 3 were located in the Carrizo planning area (outside of 

California Valley VRL), 4 were located within the San Luis Obispo planning area, and 48 

were located within the South County planning area (the remaining 13 registrations are 

under further review). 

 

 

 

As we have reported previously, a major challenge is how to rationalize a reduction in the 

total number of potential grows if the Board wishes to limit the number.  
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Matters After 1:30 PM 

  

Item 16 - Submittal of a resolution approving a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 

regarding preparation of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Paso Robles 

Groundwater Basin and appointing a member and alternate member to represent 

the County of San Luis Obispo on the Paso Basin Cooperative Committee. Districts 1 

and 5.  This item will, if adopted, approve the County’s membership by MOA in the 

newly forming Paso Basin Cooperative Committee and appoint Supervisors Arnold and 

Peschong as the County representatives. The Committee will coordinate and potentially 

dovetail the various groundwater management plans being developed by member 

agencies in the Paso Water Basin. Ultimately and per the Groundwater Management Act 

of 2014, a plan must be adopted and approved by the State that will bring the water basin 

into hydrologic balance in 20 years. The bottom line is that the agencies will have to 

agree on how to use less water in the future.  

The area to be covered is displayed in the map below: 
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Item 19 - Added Board Business Agenda Item #19 - Discussion about San Luis 

Obispo County Jail inmate health and safety.  This item was added to the agenda at the 

request of the Board during last week’s meeting. The County staff will report on the 

circumstances leading to the Andrew Holland jail death and its $5 million dollar payment 

to the Holland family. It is not clear from the write-up if the Board has ordered a true 

independent investigation of the actions that contributed to Holland’s death and other 

filed or potential lawsuits alleging mistreatment of prisoners or staff incompetence in 

their treatment. 

Recent news reports indicate that there will be some sort of investigation; however 

Supervisor Gibson is reported as stating that it will be “forward looking and not about 

fixing blame.” 

At this point the write-up and the PowerPoint accompanying this item list procedural 

changes that are being implementing to reduce the risk of future problems. 

The staff report indicates that there is an FBI investigation underway and states that a 

number of County staffers have been interviewed by FBI agents. The FBI investigation is 

reportedly focused on the issue of potential civil rights violations.   

A Damning Indictment:  An attachment to the staff report entitled Changes to Mental 

Health, Medical, and Custody Jail Policies and Procedures (displayed beginning on the 

next page) lists changes that are underway or are to be implemented in the future. Only a 

portion is reproduced here for the sake of space. But it does provide insight into the lack 

of management, substantive procedure, and good practices, which are part of the problem. 

In effect it is a fairly detailed admission of the some of the points of failure. The 

questions for the Board of Supervisors are: Why you didn’t do this in the past, and are 

there broader systemic management and structural problems in the County (not just the 

Sheriff’s Office and the Health Agency) in terms of key values such as: 

Lack of awareness of best practices in the “industry”. 

Situational awareness. 

Sense of urgency. 

Analytical problem solving ability. 

Lack of a clear reporting and accountability structure. 
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There is much more on the list, but for the sake of space and reader patience, we cut it off 

here. The point is why weren’t these good practices being implemented by management 

as a matter of course over the years in the first place? 
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Some further questions for staff: 

a. How did you develop these new protocols in the near term? Or did you obtain them 

from other jurisdictions? If so, which ones? 

b. A critical question for the Board to ask staff is:  if you are now implementing these 

improved practices, how did you fill your work day before? Will there be additional cost? 

Or: 

c. Are you going to be requesting additional staff to carry out these protocols?  

And if not: 

d. Were you overstaffed in the past? 

e. Did you believe in the past that these measures and protocols should be implemented? 

f. If so why did you not implement them? 

g. Was it lack of funding and if so who denied it?  

h. If so, did you bring the problem to the attention of the Board?  

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

  

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, August 15, 2017 (Completed) 

Item 2 - Request to approve a Voluntary Collection Agreement (VCA) with Airbnb, 

Inc. to provide for the collection of Transient Occupancy Tax and related 

assessments. The Board approved an interesting partnership with a private sector 

company. The County will enter into a voluntary agreement with Airbnb, Inc. Airbnb is 

one of the largest websites in the country for owners of vacation rentals to list their 

properties and for customers to make reservations, pay deposits, and so forth.  

Under the arrangement, Airbnb will collect the transient occupancy tax and remit it to the 

County. There is no charge or fee. Reportedly Airbnb feels that this is both an ethical 

practice to level the playing fields with hotels and a great convenience for its potential 

customers. 
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Item 5 - Request to approve revisions to the bylaws of the Water Resources Advisory 

Committee (WRAC) of the Flood Control and Water Conservation District.   The 

Board approved modification of the bylaws of the WRAC to expand membership to 

include the new State Groundwater Act groundwater management agencies  (GSAs) that 

are being formed and to stiffen the rules for attendance and creation of a quorum at its 

monthly meetings. 

The item should not have been on the consent agenda and should have been pulled and 

rescheduled as a Board business item to provide the public better noticing and 

opportunity for consideration.  

Background:  The WRAC contains 34 members of which 20 are appointed from the 

County, cities and community service districts, 2 from the Regional Conservation 

districts, 3 by agriculture, 3 from environmental organizations, 1 from the development 

industry, 2 from water companies, 1 from the State prison, 1 from Cuesta College, 

and1from Camp SLO. As noted above, approval of this item will add new members 

representing the new GSAs. These could include the County itself, the 2 new large Paso 

Basin GSAs, the Edna Valley GSA, the Cuyama Valley GSA, the Atascadero-Templeton 

GSA, and others. It’s not clear what happens if a city creates its own GSA. Does it get 

another representative on the WRAC? The bylaws say each entity gets only one, but it’s 

not clear how the issue will eventually be sorted out.  

Aside from the token development community rep and the 3 Ag reps, most of the 

members represent a government agency. No limited government, tax reform, private 

property advocates, groups representing homeowners, business development, or other 

citizen and private concerns are included. Once in a while 1 or 2 of the 5 Board of 

Supervisors-appointed citizen reps will attempt to bring up some concerns, but they are 

outvoted and chastised by the overwhelmingly bureaucratic and environmental interests. 

In the recent past the WRAC has been a strong advocate for increased regulation and the 

expansion of government, water rationing, development moratoria, etc. 

Rural residents are woefully underrepresented in favor of urban residents. The fact that 

WRAC overwhelmingly advocated for the abortive AB 2453 Water Management District, 

which was defeated by almost 80 percent of the voters , underscores how far the majority 

of the members are out of touch. 

Item 8 - Consideration of options and direction to staff to achieve compliance with 

Chapter 8.93 of the County Code requiring connection to the Los Osos Wastewater 

System.  The Board approved measures to compel holdouts to hook up to the Los Osos 

sewer system. There was no public opposition. 

Background: As noted in the paragraph from the write-up below, there are about 185 

unconnected properties. 



13 
 

As of August 2017, approximately 92% of the required connections have been made, 

leaving about 340 properties unconnected. Of that number, 99 are awaiting connection 

through the County’s low-income connection program and 56 respondents to the June 

survey indicated that they are well into the process of connecting, or had already 

connected. Subtracting leaves 185 properties as the focus of this action (4.5% of required 

connections). 

 

 

COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE 

LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES 

AND FORCES  

 

 

ABETTING VIOLENCE 

By Mike Brown 

 

It’s one thing for weak public officials hiding behind their ostensible support for the First 

Amendment to rail about extremist hate groups, but it’s another thing for them to have the 

courage to stand up to armed fascists of any stripe and shut them down before they ravage a 

downtown, beat up innocent citizens, or worse.  If one of these groups ever actually gets in 

power, and you protest, you’ll be sent to the Gulag or shot in a nanosecond. 

From time to time, cities and counties receive requests or demands for parade or assembly 

permits from neo Nazi-groups, the Ku Klux Klan (the Klan), self-styled anarchists, Young 

Communist Youth Brigades, and other thug species. Contrary to the currently accepted vogue by 

cowed public officials, these requests have nothing to do with free speech or the right to 

assembly. The applicants, who are self-described violent extremists, are simply attempting to 

create a theater for more violence. 

These groups are on official FBI and Defense Deparment lists as subversive organizations 

plotting the destruction of the United States. In fact, people who are “members” or who have 
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otherwise associated with them are considered such a threat that they cannot become military 

officers, possess a security clearance, or receive Federal employment.  

Similarly, members and sympathizers are theoretically legally debarred from holding public 

office because it would be impossible to advocate their various doctrines and tactics and at the 

same time adhere to their oaths of public office, which require officials to swear to uphold the 

Constitution and laws of the United States of America and the respective state and localities in 

which the individual proposes to serve. 

Neo-Nazism consists of post-World War II social or political movements seeking to revive the 

ideology of Nazism. The term neo-Nazism can also refer to the ideology of these movements. 

Today’s Nazis are a self-assigned derivative of the National Social German Workers Party, 

which converted Germany into a totalitarian dictatorship with disastrous consequences for tens 

of millions of people and for civilization.  The contemporary Klan is composed of small 

amorphous and fragmented uneducated groups dedicated to violence and intimidation. They are 

simply purveyors of domestic terrorism.  

No one would give a local branch of ISIS, Al-Qaeda, or other terrorist groups a parade permit. 

Why would they give one to the Klan or Nazis? 

The best response for local public officials is to simply deny the permit. The hate group websites, 

literature, and actual record of performance often evince their real motives and propensity to 

violence. This is sufficient reason to deny the permit.  Members of these groups are generally the 

disaffected dregs of society, educationally deficient, and habitually slothful.  When firmly 

refused a permit, they will often give up and go away on their own lazy accord.  

However and in some cases they may lawyer up and attempt to convince a court to order a 

municipality or county to issue the permit.  If the court should order the permit to be issued, the 

victim jurisdiction should immediately, on the basis of potential civil disorder and danger to the 

public safety and to property, prepare its own declaration of emergency for the period leading up 

to the event and for the event itself. It should request the governor to supplement the local 

declaration with a state declared emergency in advance. These provisions get everyone in the 

swamp - so to speak. 

The oppressed jurisdiction should invoke mutual aid and request both state and Federal 

assistance. It should pre-position large police contingents out of sight but near to the likely field 

of action and deploy overwhelming force. This should be backed up by a large onsite arrest 

processing team, which can cuff the arrestees and place them in prepositioned jail buses for 

transport to an appropriate holding facility without drawing down the forces in immediate 

contact with the active mass of the so-called demonstrators. Streets in the area of the proposed 

“demonstration” should be closed off to traffic in advance, and only public safety vehicles 

allowed. A curfew should be imposed during the hours of darkness if necessary. 
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If the crowd shows the slightest propensity to violence or failure to follow permit requirements, 

or if there is property damage, the police should move in with a swift and powerful force. The 

first rock, broken window, scuffle, or other illegal act triggers the action. In California, the 

demonstrators, rioters, or whatever must be given 2 separate verbal warnings by bullhorn, 1 

minute apart, that they are an illegal assembly and must disperse or they are subject to arrest. 

Upon failure to disperse, the visible police lines should 

drive them backward with munitions   (wooden dowels 

and rubber projectiles) fired from launchers that look 

like shotguns. The projectiles will not kill or severely 

injure but cause severe pain and bruises at close range. 

They can also be bounced off the pavement. A raging 

300-pound Klansmen or Nazi hit in the groin area may 

come away with an improved understanding of civility.  

An Oakland Police Sergeant helps out in Berkeley in the picture above. 

A foam rubber projectile displayed in the picture to 

the left will get the average Klansmen moving fast. 

These may be supplemented by flash grenades to 

promote confusion and panic. Lead agitators should 

be marked with paint balls for future arrest. 

The problem with tear gas is that it is non-specific, 

impacts innocent people, and is often overcome by 

rioters who have gas masks or who can gut it out. Civilian police agencies use CN tear gas, 

which is weaker than the military CS version. A dose of CS will have you incapacitated and 

choking and gagging on the ground in seconds. Use of CS in an urban environment would 

impact many innocent people. 

Stragglers and those who attempt to form again from the perimeter should be arrested by mobile 

arrest squads. 

Once the bulk of the crowd is moving (in flight), a separate prepositioned and previously hidden 

police unit (large in size) can surprise and suppress the mob by hitting it in the flank and rear. At 

this point any non-compliant resistors can be isolated and subdued by baton and/or pepper spray 

and turned over to the roving arrest squads so that the main force can keep pushing the crowd. 

A fenced detention receiving area with pens should be set up in advance and staffed with jail 

personnel and manned by the district attorney’s office to process the arrestees. Emergency 

medical personnel should also be stationed there to deal with injuries and illness. Area fair 

grounds can often supply this purpose, as they are configured to handle both large crowds and 

livestock. It is helpful if the site is remote from the scene of the action and the arrestees are 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.nydailynews.com/news/crime/eric-garner-protests-uc-berkeley-turn-violent-article-1.2036767&psig=AFQjCNGK1Xx4FbikZA1Rs4DnXDk2PvGyGw&ust=1503097466397214
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiv-KT6sN_VAhUO_mMKHS26CYoQjRwIBw&url=https://goingplaceslivinglife.wordpress.com/tag/environment-2/&psig=AFQjCNGK1Xx4FbikZA1Rs4DnXDk2PvGyGw&ust=1503097466397214
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transported there by prison buses. Regular municipal transit buses or school buses will work in a 

pinch. Once the arrestees are in the pens, processing can be conducted slowly so that if 

individuals make bail and are released, the time is inconvenient, for instance, 2 AM. This will 

help prevent them from returning to reinforce their cadres if the event is protracted or multi-day. 

Clearly, the City of Charlottesville and the Albemarle County Office of Emergency Services are 

inexperienced in these regards. They do not live in a region where there is a continuous 

onslaught such as the San Francisco Bay area, Chicago, or Ann Arbor. (Note in Ann Arbor, 

Tucson, and Westwood the destructive riots are not about free speech but occur when local state 

universities loose a major football game – so far no one seems to think busting up store windows 

in Westwood because USC won is protected speech.) 

Background – the latest example:  The problem actually began when a City of Charlottesville 

City Councilman Wes Bellamy, who happens to be African American, led a demonstration in 

Emancipation Park (formerly Lee Park) in 2016. The next week he led a protest against a 

restaurant owner who had expressed disagreement with a presentation by a leader of Black Lives 

Matter. Bellamy organized a march to attack a private business because its owner expressed free 

speech. 

As a result he attracted the attention of Jason Kessler, who’s Unite the Right became the permit 

holder organization leading the disaster in Charlottesville last week. As the local newspaper, the 

Charlottesville Daily Progress, reported, “Kessler exposed sexist and homophobic tweets that 

Mr. Bellamy had made from 2009 to 2014. In the ensuing uproar over his fitness as a leader, Mr. 

Bellamy resigned his teaching position at Albemarle High School as well as his seat on the 

Virginia Board of Education, although he retains his city councilor seat.”  

Meanwhile Kessler is running for the City Council. Clearly, a good deal of this issue is about 

local electoral politics, not free speech. 

Parenthetically, Bellamy sounds like the Adam Hill of Albemarle County. Just last week Hill 

again slandered COLAB, former Senator Sam Blakeslee, and Fourth District Supervisor Lynn 

Compton on Facebook, stating: 

"Recall local Repub leaders like COLAB's Mike Brown suspended by his Board for racist 

remarks after 9/11 or Sam Blakeslee shamed into cancelling a fundraiser featuring a black-face 

entertainer or Lynn Compton telling me she hates the words Social Justice. Tired of Repubs 

saying that being accused of racist thinking is actually worse than racism."  

In any case, and back in Virginia, all this led up to Kessler hijacking the Robert E Lee statue 

controversy and turning it into a deadly riot. Eventually, Charlottesville officials belatedly 

realized their danger and attempted to move the proposed “demonstration” to a larger park 

outside the historic and vulnerable downtown.  Kessler and His Unite the Right, legally 

represented by the ACLU, convinced a Federal Judge to issue an injunction against the City and 
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allow the demonstration to be held in Emancipation Park. Note that this week, even the 

obviously chagrined ACLU had buyer’s remorse and announced that it would not support the 

free speech rights of organizations that bring firearms and other weapons to demonstrations. 

Duh? 

Stupidly, the City did not attempt to require the counter-demonstrators to also move their 

demonstration. This different treatment was one of the factors in the judge’s formulation of his 

decision. In his pleading the City Attorney stated: 

“The 2,000 who are coming are coming for one purpose and one purpose only, and that’s to 

protest and counter-demonstrate against Mr. Kessler,” Brown told the judge. “We firmly believe 

there is a threat of violence if it takes place in Emancipation Park. We firmly believe the same 

threat of violence exists if it’s moved to McIntire Park. The key to preventing violence is to keep 

the sides apart and it is easier to keep the sides separate at McIntire because it is bigger.” 

It was very naive of the City to believe the “sides” would stay apart under any circumstance. 

The ultimate deployment by the Virginia State Police was the largest in 3 decades, and as 

everyone saw on national television, the preparations and tactics failed.  

Local and State officials need to put their money, resources, and courage where their mouths are 

and quit pretending that the Klan, Nazis, and other violent extremist groups of the left or the 

right are simply going to exercise their rights to free speech.   

Mike Brown is the Government Affairs Director of the Coalition of Labor Agriculture and 

Business (COLAB) of San Luis Obispo County. He had a 42-year career as a city manager and 

county executive officer in 4 states including California. He can be reached at 

mike@colabslo.org.  

 

U.S. Racists Dishonor Robert E. Lee by Association 

By Edward C. Smith 
 

Historian Edward C. Smith contends that General Robert E. Lee, commander of the Confederate 

forces in the Civil War, is being dishonored by racists who claim to revere him while also 

harboring racist sentiments towards blacks. Lee, says Smith, "would not want them, of all 

people, serving as the self-anointed guardians of his memory."   

 

mailto:mike@colabslo.org
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The American Civil War—the single most significant event in all of U.S. history—began on 

April 12, 1861 with the firing on Fort Sumter in South Carolina's Charleston Harbor.  

The war ended exactly four years later to the day on April 12, 1865 with the formal "stacking of 

arms" by the defeated confederate soldiers at Appomattox Courthouse.  

Three days earlier General Robert E. Lee had surrendered his army to General Ulysses S. Grant 

on Palm Sunday April 9.  

Appomattox Courthouse is a simple little village in central Virginia nearly a hundred miles (160 

kilometers) west of Richmond. Visiting the site is a very moving experience. One can almost see 

the ghosts of the men who were present at the surrender ceremony, knowing that never again in 

their lives would they witness such a momentous event.  

For the South, the central figure in the great conflict was none other than Robert E. Lee.  

Two of Lee's ancestors signed the declaration of Independence. His father, Henry "Light Horse 

Harry" Lee, was George Washington's Chief of Staff during the Revolutionary War. And his 

wife, Mary Custis, was George Washington's foster great-granddaughter.  

Suffice it to say there was no American family for whom The Union meant more to than the 

Lees. Nonetheless, like so many others throughout the country (especially in the South), Lee's 

loyalty went first and foremost to his state. Consequently, when Virginia left the Union he felt 

compelled to resign his commission in the United States army—where he had served for more 

than 30 years—and offered his services to the new army of the Confederate States of America.  

Abraham Lincoln was elected on November 4, 1860 and was inaugurated on March 4, 1861. 

Between his election and inauguration 117 days had elapsed, and during that time in the South a 

whole new nation had come into existence. The Constitution was entirely silent on the subject of 

secession. The seceding states earnestly believed that since each one had voluntarily entered into 

the Union, they reserved for themselves their right—as sovereign political entities—to 

voluntarily exit from the Union.  

Lest we forget, South Carolina left alone and could only hope that other states would follow her 

lead—and of course ten additional states eventually did, most notably among them was Virginia.  

General Lee only fought twice outside of Virginia (where 60 percent of all Civil War battles 

were waged) and those battles were at Antietam in Maryland (the single bloodiest day in 

American history) on September 17, 1862, and at the three-day battle of Gettysburg in 

Pennsylvania, July 1 through July 3, which produced more than 50,000 casualties. 

While the North gloriously celebrated July 4, 1863, the South deeply mourned. Not only had it 

been decisively defeated at Gettysburg, but after a siege of several months, General Grant finally 
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captured—on that same day—the vital town of Vicksburg. The capitulation of Vicksburg 

literally cut the Confederacy in half. Thus, Union forces controlled the Mississippi River from 

Minnesota to Louisiana.  

Lee "Was Deeply Religious"  

Robert E. Lee was a deeply religious man, believing that the hand of God was present in all 

human affairs. He and General Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson had achieved a splendid victory at 

the Battle of Chancellorsville on May 2, 1863. Chancellorsville is approximately 50 miles (80 

kilometers) north of Richmond.  

Unfortunately, General Jackson was mortally wounded at night after the battle, mistakenly by his 

own men. When Lee learned of this he was understandably crushed. They were both West Point 

graduates, veterans of the Mexican War, and proud Virginians who had evolved into intimate 

soul mates.  

As an aside, I remember reading many years ago that when General George S. Patton (whose 

ancestors fought for the Confederacy) was reinstated as commander of the American Third Army 

in Europe, he wrote a letter of gratitude to General Eisenhower in which he said, "Ike, from now 

on over here you are Lee and I am your Jackson."  

Lee Pleaded with God to spare Jackson's life and when he died on May 10, Lee was devastated. 

Could it possibly be that Jackson's death, only weeks before the Gettysburg campaign, was a 

divine message to him that he was fighting for the wrong cause?  

Interestingly, on May 11, 1864, the day after the first anniversary of Jackson's death, General Jeb 

Stuart, who in Lee's hierarchy was second only to Jackson, was mortally wounded at the Battle 

of Yellow Tavern and died the following day. For Lee these terrible losses were hardly 

coincidental. He believed that the Almighty had spoken, and clearly not in his favor.  

Thus, General Lee entered into the final months of the war without his two most important 

subordinate commanders. Most of the soldiers continued to bravely fight on, no longer for 

"country," however, but for Lee. For so many of them he was "the country."  

Nonetheless, the Army of Northern Virginia was becoming unglued through desertion because 

so many in the ranks were losing a soldier's greatest weapon, the will to win, and so many began 

to sense the inevitability of imminent defeat.  

Lee, the epitome of the image of the noble, chivalric cavalier, accepted the loss of the quest for 

Southern independence with extraordinary grace. With so much of the South wantonly 

destroyed, he, more so than the vast majority of embittered and vengeful Southerners, knew that 

the war ended with much more than Northern victory and reunification.  
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Through victory an entirely new social order was to be established that would alter the 

relationship between the races forever. Unlike so many other Southerners, Lee embraced the new 

order. After peace had been achieved through unconditional surrender, the South became a vast, 

heavily occupied military zone with black Union soldiers seemingly everywhere.  

One Sunday at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Richmond, a well-dressed, lone black man, whom 

no one in the community—white or black—had ever seen before, had attended the service, 

sitting unnoticed in the last pew.  

Just before communion was to be distributed, he rose and proudly walked down the center aisle 

through the middle of the church where all could see him and approached the communion rail, 

where he knelt. The priest and the congregation were completely aghast and in total shock.  

No one knew what to do…except General Lee. He went to the communion rail and knelt beside 

the black man and they received communion together—and then a steady flow of other church 

members followed the example he had set.  

After the service was over, the black man was never to be seen in Richmond again. It was as if 

he had been sent down from a higher place purposefully for that particular occasion.  

Today, and deservingly so, Lee is honored throughout the country. Only Washington, Jefferson, 

and Lincoln exceed him in monuments and memorials.  

Unfortunately there are many Southerners who claim to cherish Lee and revere the flag for 

which he so nobly fought but still harbor rabidly racist sentiments towards blacks and their long 

delayed social progress. Such people do not honor Lee, instead they disgrace him.  

Lee absolutely never felt what these modern Southerners continue to feel—and certainly he 

would not want them, of all people, serving as the self-anointed guardians of his memory. His 

lasting legacy, in his own words, is, "Before and during the War Between the States I was a 

Virginian. After the war I became an American."  

To be an American, at least for Lee, meant to embrace the new social order that the war had 

established and that the Constitution had codified through the addition of three new amendments 

which abolished slavery (13th) in 1865, made blacks citizens (14th) in 1868, and awarded black 

males the right to vote (15th) in 1870.  

The last five years of Lee's life were happily spent as president of Washington College (now 

Washington and Lee University) in Lexington, Virginia. He died on October 12, 1870, having 

witnessed before his death the passing of the past and the birth of a whole new and more 

equitable America. For the first time Jefferson's soaring rhetoric in the Declaration of 

Independence, written nearly a century before, had finally become reality.  
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