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              COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

WEEK OF JUNE 30-July 6, 2013  

NO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING ON TUESDAY 

JULY 2, 2013 

SLO TRIBUNE/HILL PROPOSE WINE MORITORIUM                         
(In the Name of the Paso Robles Water Basin Crisis)                                                                 

SEE REAL SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 3 

 

No Board Meeting on Tuesday, June 25, 2013 

The Board did not meet on Tuesday, June 25, 2013. 

No Board Meeting on Tuesday, July 2, 2013  

 The Board will not meet on Tuesday, July 2, 2013. 

 

Planning Commission of Thursday, June 27, 2013 (Cancelled) 

The Planning Commission did not meet. Presumably there were no items ready for 

Commission consideration. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 11, 2013. 

 

Supervisor Hill and SLO Tribune: Impose Extensive New Water Restrictions on 

Paso Basin Agriculture 

The San Luis Obispo Tribune has published a series of “investigative” articles about the 

declining water table in the Paso Robles Ground Water Basin. Not that any real 

“investigative” work was really required.  Since 2002 the County has compiled 

thousands of pages of analysis, full color maps, observation well measurements, and 

annual updates about conditions in the basin. It’s not as if the situation was somehow 

hidden. Do they really think they deserve a Pulitzer Prize? The County has also placed a 

moratorium on new home subdivisions in the basin. 

The editorial ignores other actions taken by the Board during its board meeting of May 

7
th

. In fact the Board approved a number of measures designed to deal with the potential 

overdraft of the Paso Robles Water Basin. Recommendations from the Water Resources 

Advisory Committee (WRAC) and the Paso Robles Water Basin Blue Ribbon Advisory 

Committee to examine the feasibility of creating a water management district (a new 

government entity) in an effort to find ways to augment water supplies were approved.  
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The district could also increase regulation of water use. Clearly the new Board majority 

and the staff were in favor of the resource development approach. 

Other approved actions included: 

 Continue with existing Basin Computer modeling efforts.  

 Proceed with evaluation of water supply options associated with State 

Water and the Salinas River Corridor (noting certain Salinas River 

Corridor options may also include use of Nacimiento water and other 

areas of the Basin). 

 Identify a possible emergency program in coordination with the 

Nacimiento Commission. 

The real issue for the Tribune is that a motion proposed by Supervisor Gibson and 

supported by Supervisor Hill during the May 7
th

 meeting calling for more water use 

restrictions (demand management) failed 3-2. Now Hill, in league with and bolstered by 

the Tribune, is trying to force immediate expansion of regulation and curtailment of 

agricultural operations. 

To this end, the “series” culminated in a June 23, 2013 front page editorial calling for 

the Board of Supervisors to imposed severe restrictions on irrigated agriculture 

(especially wineries) which overlie the basin. The Tribune editors call for: 

 An urgency ordinance (an ordinance that will take effect on adoption). 

 Prohibiting agricultural ponds. 

 Requiring water offsets for new irrigated crops. 

 Placing a moratorium on conversion of pastureland to irrigated crops. 

 Metering water consumption on private wells. 

 Notwithstanding that the Board has already directed the staff to examine various 

versions of a water management district, The Tribune calls for the Board of Supervisors 

to create a “water district,” which would impose and enforce further restrictions 

including: 

 Charging pump fees. 

 Limiting vineyard acreage. 

And then to amplify the strategy, the Tribune publishes a letter from Hill on June 25
th

 

criticizing his Board majority colleagues for failure to lead. His letter in part states: 

But if our Board of Supervisors had committed to exploring every option, including a variety 

of urgency land use ordinances, if we had overcome our various philosophical differences for 

the sake of showing a strong and unified front to the people who are afraid of losing their 

homes, I would feel better about the future of the basin and the future of the many 

collaborative efforts needed to address this crisis. 
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But at this moment, based on our failure to do so the last time we had this issue on our 

agenda, (a reference to the May 7
th

 meeting) and based on other issues we’ve seen too 

frequently distorted by ideological coloring and the catered talking points provided by 

special interests, I am not confident we can do what our rural residents deserve: Provide 

strong and unified leadership that can give them some small measure of reassurance. 

Note: Who are the special interests?  What exactly is the substance of the ideological 

coloring? Can Hill name names?  

His letter goes on: 

I am aware that many people believe any land use controls are government infringements. I 

know that many people believe that we could injure our local wine, agricultural and building 

communities with emergency actions. I get that and I respect that, but as someone who has 

spent every day in office working on behalf of economic development with a strong record of 

collaborative successes to show for it, I am comfortable in calling for my colleagues, 

especially our two North County supervisors, to act now to address this crisis which 

threatens not only the future of our economy, but most immediately, threatens the present-

day experiences of thousands of rural residents.  

What is the documentation that supports threats to “present day experiences of thousands of 

County residents?” For example, has Planning and Building actually done a survey to see 

which wells are dry and which ones are in danger? 

 

Positive Leadership and Project Management are what are required. If Hill really 

cares, then the following actions (as we have pointed out in the past) need to be 

undertaken: 

 

Important Short Term Actions:  Development of many of the positive potential 

actions to preserve and augment the Basin will require years. In the meantime, there are 

single-family homes and small Ag. units that have relatively shallow wells. Some have 

gone dry. Some are dry for part of the year. Some are dry in dry years. Some wells are 

experiencing a decline in level, which may mean they will go dry in the future. COLAB 

suggests that the County develop ways to assist these owners in the short term. 

Consideration could be given to: 

 Treat the situation as an emergency operation (like the recovery phase of a 

disaster). 

 Do not declare a legal emergency because the enviro-left members and 

sympathizers could use it to force regulatory measures through adoption 

without review. 

 Obtain real data quickly (as opposed to Hill’s anecdotal tear filled 

phone calls). The information about those wells which are dry and those 

which are declining is anecdotal. The County should take some of the 

planners off smart growth projects and village planning and have them 



 

 

4 

 

survey, interview, tabulate, categorize, and map those properties which 

overlie the basin where owners are reporting problems.  

 Assign the Auditor Controller, County Executive, and other appropriate 

experts to develop a small, distressed owner, low-interest well drilling and 

extended loan program. This is already done for all matter of energy 

projects such as insulation, window retrofit, solar panels, etc.  

 Set up a program to assist the distressed owners to obtain trucked in water 

at the best price, help broker the delivery and payment system, and work 

with water purveyors to optimize the system. 

 Assist small distressed owners and large operators with deep, high volume 

wells to set up water sharing/purchase systems and agreements.  (The help 

my neighbor program.) 

 Assist the large owners with deep wells to optimize recharge beyond 

percolation of recycled and surplus water. 

 Waive permit fees from Planning and Development, Pubic Health, and 

other County departments that regulate well improvement and 

development. 

 Require County departments to provide swift permit issuance.  

 Develop other mechanisms to assist the distressed owners.  

 Create a project team headed by a proven project manager to drive 

forward these and other provisions (which may be developed). The project 

manager should be full time. County Counsel, Auditor Controller, Public 

works, CAO, and other required supportive staff should be assigning 

personnel as needed to the team. The Board and CAO should issue a 

directive to the entire County organization that the team has priority and 

that the project manager has direct authority to command the work 

product, control the time of the assigned members, and otherwise execute 

the project and sub-projects with maximum urgency.   

 Assign appropriate dedicated support staff (admin professional, fiscal, 

human resources). 

 Co-locate the project team members in a large room dedicated for the life 

of the project.  (They would not report to their usual Departmental work 

office).   

 Conduct a project review meeting at 9AM every Friday. The project 

manager, CAO, County Counsel, and all department heads that have an 

assigned team member would be required to attend. (No substitutes except 

for illness or a scheduled vacation.) 
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 Require the team to provide an update to the Board every other Tuesday at 

1:30 PM for the first 3 months of the project operation. Then reassess.  

 Conduct other operations and actions as are determined to be appropriate.   

In other words, execution is everything. Instead of hand wringing and blabbing, 

deliver fast. Execution of this project provides an excellent test of Board resolve 

and the County administration’s ability to manage and deliver outside the box with 

a sense of urgency and skill.   

Moreover, it would provide the best chance of immediate relief to those who are truly 

impacted, demonstrate leadership, forestall ill-conceived regulations (and likely 

litigation), and forestall adjudication, which will surly come if owners are legally 

forbidden to grow grapes, as recommended by the San Luis Obispo Tribune and its 

friend.     

 

___________________________________________________________________________   

 

     

                                            The Cost of Independence Day 
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