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                                  COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

                     WEEK OF MAY 11-17, 2014  

                     

VOTER REGISTRATION - MAY 19
TH

 IS THE 

LAST DAY FOR THE JUNE 3
RD

 ELECTION 

GIBSONIAN “LOGIC”                                                     

BUILDING PIPES TO TRANSFER PASO WATER 

TO THE CHORRO VALLEY “IS NOT ABOUT 

MOVING WATER” 

NEW PASO WATER ADVISORY GROUP MOVES “FORWARD”                                                                                                

                   Tuesday, April 22, 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, May 6, 2014 (Completed) 

 

 

Item 21 - Drought Update/Diverting Water Which Could Help the Paso Basin.  The Board 

received an extensive report on various aspects of the drought. It was accompanied by an 

elaborate PowerPoint, which was not available with the published agenda. As predicted in last 

week’s Update, the proposed inter-tie between the Nacimiento pipeline and the State water line, 

which supplies the State Prison, County Jail, County Service Yard, Cuesta College, the National 

Guard, and the City of Morro Bay, was the major issue. The staff reported that the County might 

make it through 2014 without using the Naci water, but if the drought continues it is almost 

certain that it would be needed in 2015. 

 

Supervisor Arnold was rightfully concerned. She noted that most of her constituents heard about 

the project by reading a newspaper. It was clear that the Public Works Department had worked 

extensively on the project without overall Board direction (Perhaps they had direction from one). 

Arnold had many important questions: 

 

Why did the North County Supervisors know nothing about this? 

 

What other alternatives (including some local ones) are being considered? 
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The Board placed an “Urgency Ordinance” moratorium on the Paso Basin because it found that 

there is an imminent threat to public health, safety and welfare due to a lack of water. How does 

sending North County water to the Chorro Valley further impact the Paso Basin problem? 

If the inter-tie is built and used, how long will it be in operation? 

 

How many acre-feet of water might be used? 

 

What about environmental assessment?  

 

Why hasn’t the staff considered the use of surplus City of San Luis Obispo water instead of 

North County water? 

 

Has the Plan been presented to the Nacimiento Commission (the Joint Powers Authority which 

oversees s the Nacimiento Aqueduct project)? 

  

Gibson’s Attempt to Suppress Arnold:  After twenty minutes of great questions Gibson rudely 

interrupted Arnold (as he has repeatedly done in the past) and said, “I want to frame the issue....” 

This means he wanted to stop Arnold from exposing the ramrodding approach. Arnold would not 

let go and added more questions. 

 

Once the questions were completed, Gibson, in one of the more illogical and blatantly deceptive 

attempts to cover things up, stated, “This is nothing about transferring water, this is about 

infrastructure…no one is talking about moving water….”   

 

OK, Bruce, the County is going to spend $150,000 on the inter-tie itself and over $2 million on 

the extension of an aqueduct, but “no one is talking about moving water.” 

 

Of course the politically co-opted County staff rushed to Gibson’s assistance, pointing out that 

this was just a precaution and would only be activated if the drought continued. Likewise, they 

stated that the project was funded by Federal and State grants, so the cost meant nothing. Perhaps 

the staff needs to get a refresher on the structure of US Federalism and how citizens pay Federal 

and State taxes to fund these grants. 

 

In the end it is prudent to be able to move water around, but at the same time, why are other 

scenarios not under consideration, and why is the North County the supplier of choice when its 

unincorporated residents and farms have been subjected to a water/development moratorium? 

 

North County residents need to rise up and assist Arnold in her quest for open policy and 

motivate Mecham to join vigorously to support her. There should be extensive pre-decision 

hearings on the entire matter. North County citizens, although their supervisors are not up for 

election, need to remember that once elected, all  supervisors govern the entire county. 

 

Background:  While this is an emergency and the ability to move water around is important, a 

long-range question arises about the use of North County water to supply the coast, given the 

Paso Basin Water moratorium. It was originally speculated that some of the Nacimiento surplus 

water (the contractor cities and water districts can’t use it all yet) could be sold on a temporary 
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basis for Paso Basin recharge. What if the County determines to send the water down to  Los 

Osos to counter the saltwater intrusion as septic system recharge dries up and another source is 

needed to stem the saltwater migration? Could such a shift become permanent and leave the Paso 

Basin without this resource? 

 

 
 
                                                               Inter-Tie Project and Water line Extension 

 

 

San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, May 13, 2014 

(Scheduled) 

 

Item 11 - Introduction of the Proposed 2014-15 County Budget.  The County Executive 

Officer (CEO) has introduced the proposed 2014-15 Budget. Actual hearings will take place 

beginning on Monday, June 9, 2014 and are likely to continue over onto Wednesday, June 11, 

2014. The Budget is balanced in the narrow sense that anticipated revenues slightly exceed 

proposed expenditures. We say narrowly because the budget does not contain sufficient funds to 

deal with the County’s growing road maintenance deficit (last estimated at $176 million) or the 

maintenance deficits for parks and county buildings (it is not clear if the County knows what 

these numbers are). If proper funding to maintain these key public investments, for which 

taxpayers already paid, were included, the Budget would be severely out of balance. Thus 

current consumption trumps capital investment and maintenance. The rosy picture promulgated 

by the Board and staff covers up this glaring deficiency. 

 

Key revenue sources such as the property tax, general sales tax, and transient occupancy tax 

(hotel tax) are up as the recession recedes. This is enabling the County to restore staff, which was 

reduced by attrition during the recession and to build reserves. COLAB will review the entire 

budget and report prior to June 9
th

. 

The summary charts on the following pages provide very general information. 
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Item 12 - Hearing to Consider Public Testimony Regarding the Renewal of the San Luis 

Obispo County Tourism Business Improvement District (CBID) and Continued Levy of 

Assessments for FY 2014-15.  The ordinance establishing the San Luis Obispo County Tourism 

Business Improvement District (CBID) was originally approved by the Board in May 2009 and 

subsequently renewed each May since then. The ordinance (Section 3.09.050) provides for an 

assessment on all lodging businesses (hotels, motels, bed and breakfasts, vacation rentals), 

existing and future, within the boundaries of the CBID based upon 2% of the paid rent charged 

by the operator per occupied room per night for all transient occupancies. Fifty percent (50%) of 

the assessment is to be used for marketing and promoting the entire CBID area; the other 50% is 

to be used to promote tourism in the Local Area from where the funds are collected. 

 

The item contains data about the activities of the District, future goals and plans, and the annual 

budget of $396,000. The hospitality businesses within the District may terminate the District by a 

vote each year. The key metric of success is the growth of the transient occupancy tax. This is 

somewhat of an approximation because factors other than the existence of the District’s 

promotional activities could impact business. 

 
 

  
  

We wish the large annual report accompanying this item contained some more year-over-year 

measures, such as average room rate per night, occupancy rate, average length of stay, etc. The 
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report contains a marketing plan, lists of activities, and a breakdown of the source of the TOT by 

area. 

 

The District undertook a survey in 2011 which found that potential visitors did not have a clear 

idea of what County has to offer.  While the diverse attractions are a benefit, they also contribute 

to some confusion. Efforts have been made to break this down and establish brand identification. 

Highway 1, Hearst Castle, vineyards, beach towns, and historical attractions such as the Mission 

and State Parks (dunes dust, etc.) all contribute. The question is: What could be the unifying 

brand identification and symbol? Right now it’s Highway 1, but there is no real unifying 

symbolic idea that is instantly recognizable.  

 

 

                             
 

        Up the road.                                                                 Down the Road 

 

 

                              
                              This? But only accessible to a few sweaty hike and bike guys or not at all.                              

       What if you could drive up (or take the gondola) and actually have a martini?                                        

                                                             Priceless                                                             

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=xnOa7buc-YcfhM&tbnid=oMzBufAiDwqfXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://exoticandtravel.com/golden-gate-bridge-tourism-in-san-francisco.html&ei=1rFqU62HKYzyoATi7YDoCA&bvm=bv.66330100,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNFzq1Sl8TxizaaSkSnOH_kzq8HeOQ&ust=1399587647386364
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/siteninja/site-ninja1-com/1379022671/original/Mission_Santa_Barbara_-_copyrighted_1_.JPG?1379022668&imgrefurl=http://www.girlonfirerun.com/attractions&h=1200&w=1600&tbnid=VnGh9U-m3qZnhM:&zoom=1&docid=qAsix_JZAxB6hM&ei=wbNqU5WsKI-jyATt_oK4Bw&tbm=isch&ved=0CHgQMygPMA8&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=226&page=2&start=10&ndsp=15
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=odVwOhj062IjeM&tbnid=YEgXhBHxMOdX2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.solsticeforum.com/forum/f37/wckcc-san-luis-obispo-morro-bay-atascadero-cambria-one-day-run-june-30th-32869/&ei=FbdqU8fnJtLYoATLkoLgCg&bvm=bv.66330100,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEkbfIN7gMQikf8nwSIuXpp9t3zCQ&ust=1399588625441608
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                                       “The Morros” Ritz Carlton (Simulation) 

 

   
 

 

And only uses 50 acres, and unlike a 4,000 acre solar farm, permanently hires hundreds of 

people, and actually pays millions in property taxes, TOT, and sales taxes.  

 

 

Item 20 - Highway 101 Mobility Study.  The San Luis Obispo Council of Governments 

(SLOCOG) is in the process of analyzing needed improvements for the 101 Highway.  SLOCOG 

staff will present the results of its work so far and solicit Board of Supervisors input. The short 

write-up summarizes the issue: 

 

The US 101 Mobility Study has evaluated the US 101 corridor countywide to identify the top 

regional priorities for multimodal improvements and funding strategies. It will be a regional 

effort to help establish capital project priorities that meets the needs of the San Luis Obispo 

Council of Governments (SLOCOG), local agencies including the County, and Caltrans. The 

study is available through the SLOCOG website.  

 

The SLOCOG effort is a process heavy Delphi group laden indoctrination program designed to 

get the community ready to support a sales tax increase measure in 2016 to fund a variety of 

transportation improvements throughout the County. The SLOCOG website block on the 101 

mobility study actually admits this design: 

 
The first phase of the outreach effort for the US 101 Mobility Study was largely focused on anecdotal, 
qualitative views and opinions expressed by the public. At this early stage the goals were as follows: 

 Educate the public about the purpose of the US 101 Corridor Mobility Plan and its relevance to the 
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP); 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fjwgAC5cx_u2mM&tbnid=2p-vxW-QYBp70M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.socketsite.com/archives/2011/06/why_settle_for_a_condo_when_you_could_have_the_whole_re.html&ei=vrpqU9GBFcrqoASug4GABw&bvm=bv.66330100,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNF6z1Bkpelxwb-XZiyQ-hLhmmNgxw&ust=1399589846741817
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://static.myluxury.it/625X0/www/myluxury/it/img/ritz-carlton-logo.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.myluxury.it/articolo/ritz-carlton-si-conferma-la-migliore-catena-alberghiera-nella-soddisfazione-dei-clienti/39189/&docid=bDRIFRP51P7iJM&tbnid=XsgYl_Et6ytdWM&w=550&h=401&ei=nbtqU-jGD5H5oASw14LYCg&ved=0CAUQxiAwAw&iact=c
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 Gauge perceptions traffic/congestion, safety, connectivity via transit and access via bike and pedestrian 
routes along the corridor; and 

 Generally prioritize needs and investments along the 101 corridor. 

  

Meetings were held last year: 

 
We held a series of interactive presentations and workshops over the past several months. These included: 

 City of  Atascadero - Workshop, (May 8) 

 City of Grover Beach - Workshop (May 9) 

 City of San Luis Obispo - Workshop (June 29)     

 Avila Valley Advisory Council (July 8) 

 Cayucos Community Advisory Committee (July 10) 

 Creston Community Advisory Committee (July 17) 

 Los Osos Community Advisory Committee (July 25) 

 Pismo Beach Chamber of Commerce (July 17) 

 South County Community Advisory Committee (July 22) 

 Templeton Community Advisory Committee (July 18) 

 

Per the SLOCOG chart below the public’s highest priority is widening Highway 101. 

 

    
   

 

 

One takeaway (from the age data) is that most of the people who participated won’t be around if 

and when widening does take place. 
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The study is funded with a $466,000 Caltrans grant. We paid $466,000 in our State taxes for 

people to conduct a series of meetings that merely confirmed what everyone already knows. Just 

another example of your State dollars at work.  

 

Item 21 - Appointment of 22 Members to the Paso Robles Groundwater Advisory 

Committee.  This item was on a prior agenda but was pulled and sent back to staff when 

Supervisor Arnold noted that the appointment list had been entirely developed by the Public 

Works Director without consultation with the Supervisors whose districts overlie the basin. The 

list was clearly packed with agency (water district/city) representatives and those supportive of 

the County’s current Paso Basin water policies. In a weak sop to the North County supervisors, 

the Board agreed to add two slots. The previously existing Paso Water Basin Blue Ribbon 

Advisory Committee legally sunset and the new committee are being created to replace it.  

 

The item summary states: 

The Paso Robles Groundwater Basin (Paso Basin) Advisory Committee was formed on 

January 28, 20141, to advise the Board of Supervisors, acting either as the San Luis Obispo 

County Flood Control and Water Conservation District or San Luis Obispo County, concerning 

policy decisions relating to: 

1. Implementation of the Basin Groundwater Management Plan 

2. Development of an “enhanced” AB 3030 Groundwater Management Plan for the Basin 

3. Formation of a new water district 

4. Transition of an initial County-supported district to an independent district 

5. Other policies and ordinances  

 

Wonder why quiet title/adjudication alternatives are not mentioned? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


