COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY
WEEK OF AUGUST 3-9, 2014
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NO BOARD MEETING TUESDAY AUGUST 5, 2014
DRAFT SLOCOG SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
STACK-AND-PACK PLAN READY

No Board of Supervisors Meeting Scheduled for July 29, 2014
No Board meeting had been scheduled.
No Board of Supervisors Meeting Scheduled for August 5, 2014
There is no Board of Supervisors meeting scheduled for August 5, 2014. Trouble will resume on
Tuesday, August 12, 2014.

San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG) Meeting of Wednesday, August 6,
2014 (8:30 AM)
Item B-3: Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS).

The SCS is a major tool to implement the SB 375 requirement to reduce private commuting in
cars and light trucks. To achieve this goal, cities and counties must adopt targets through their
council of governments for reduced commuting, which in turn is predicated on concentrating
new residential development in existing urban or urbanizable areas. For San Luis Obispo
County, this means the 7 incorporated cities and the target areas of Nipomo, Oceano, Templeton,
and San Miguel in the unincorporated area.
The write-up is extensive and detailed, and demonstrates that SLOCOG may be prepared to
submit meekly to State power and interference as manifested in AB 32 and SB375. The ability of
the SLOCOG, the County, and the 7 cities to acquire Federal and State transportation funds will
be dependent on having a State approved Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). Approval of this
plan is in part contingent on having an approved SCS component included in the RTP. The SCS
must be approved by the California Air Resources Board. The overall strategy is outlined in the
chart below: (We’re not sure what the inset means.)
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The metrics of the SCS are clear and the stack-and-pack policy is demonstrated in the chart
below:

The SLOCOG Board will be considering which of the 3 scenarios it will direct staff to
incorporate in the SCS.

Note that Rural Residential is set at less than 5% between now and 2035.
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Note that in scenarios 2 and 3 rural residential is restricted to 3% between now and 2035.
Detached (single-family freestanding homes) would decrease to 51% and 39% respectively.
Some issues and questions:
1. The county’s total base greenhouse gas emissions were calculated at 2,370,885 (of which
1,322,578 are from transportation) metric tons per year1. Scenario 3, the most severe and
restrictive, would only reduce 11% or 145,483 (from transportation) transportation. This whole
program is so insignificant that it is meaningless. Remember, about 60% of this is generated on
State highways, where much of the traffic is simply passing through and over which SLO County
officials have no control. Why then are our local elected officials considering severe restrictions
on housing, transportation, and our standard of living in the name of this trivial savings?
By way of perspective, the California Air Resources Board 2012 GHG inventory indicates that
we generate 458 million metric tons statewide. The savings proposed here is 3/100ths of the
total.
1

San Luis Obispo 2005 Countywide Greenhouse Gas Inventory: PMC consultants,
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2. The County’s non-profit business-run economic development arm, the Economic Vitality
Corporation (EVC), just presented its key data to the Board of Supervisors on July 15, 2014. The
data shows that both employers and employees overwhelmingly prefer single-family
freestanding homes with a yard, multi-car garage, and privacy to any other form of living.

Not only do our citizens prefer the single-family freestanding home, but also overwhelmingly
prefer suburban and rural settings. Will the SLOCOG elected officials ignore this and slap their
constituents in the face with a policy that promises to restrict both single-family and the
rural/suburban lifestyle in the name of global warming and “smart growth”?

The full SLOCOG report and be accessed at the link:
https://library.slocog.org/PDFS/AGENCY_MTGS_AGENDAS/SLOCOGBoard/2014/August%
202014/B-3%20%20Draft%202014%20RTP%20%20SCS%20Framework_Admin%20Draft%20Public%20Transportation%20Chapter%20and%2
0Schedule.pdf
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