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  COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

                                        WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 17-24, 2011 

 

                                            INSIDE THIS UPDATE: 

                        

REDISTRICTING LEAVES BAD TASTE 

BAG BAN CONCEPTUALLY ADOPTED 

VACATION RENTAL RESTRICTIONS ON SEPTEMER 22 2011 

APCD CONSULTANTS: WIND MAKES DUNES DUST NATURALLY! 

  SAVE WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5, 2011:  MEET ME HALFWAY DINNER 

 

Board of Supervisors 

Board Meeting of September 13, 2011 (Completed)      

Redistricting Splits Board.  Templeton residents again appeared and voiced opposition to 

the version 2-B plan tentatively and unanimously adopted by the Board on September 6, 

2011.  Even though the Board, Clerk and County Administrator knew that this was an item 

of considerable interest, it was placed on the consent agenda (No hearing).  This time 

Supervisors Mecham and Teixeira withdrew their support.  Supervisor Mecham indicated he 

had received many communications from residents and had many meetings with citizens 

about the issue.   He pointed out that the citizens were requesting their elected 

representatives to adopt version C, which met all the legal requirements for redistricting. 

Why wouldn’t the Board approve it?  No citizens voiced any opposition to version C. 

Supervisor Teixeira stated, “We are in error if we don’t listen to the people.  We should 

bring it back and listen to the people.” 

Supervisors Gibson, Patterson and Hill all expressed disappointment in Supervisor 

Mecham’s and Supervisor Teixeira’s change of mind.  Hill stated, “I am disappointed in flip 

flopping.  It is disingenuous to say that politics are involved.”  The vote was 3 /2 to adopt 

version 2-B. 

The ordinance will be back on next week’s agenda for the required 2
nd

 reading.  It is 

expected that there will be continuing opposition.  The matter now has a broader context 

than Templeton and has relevancy for the entire County.  Specifically, does the Board 

majority listen to the citizens or ignore them?  Residents of other districts should not ignore 

this situation and may wish to support the Templetonians specifically and the role of public 

opinion in policy formulation in general.  The County went to great lengths to invite citizens 
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to participate in the redistricting process.  There were public meetings and there was staff 

assistance in drawing computerized maps.  In the end, was all this a sham and cover for 

some deeper strategy?  Why is the Board majority clinging so tenaciously to the late 

emerging version 2-B?  Perhaps it contains boundary shifts in and around the City of San 

Luis Obispo that benefit others and have nothing to do with Templeton.  

 

Sale of California Valley Land.  As expected, one of the two solar generating companies 

with California Valley projects (High Plains Ranch I, LLC) submitted a bid for the 415 

surplus parcels that the County had accumulated over the years.  The price was $1.9 million 

which was accepted by the Board.  The sealed bid was handed to Supervisor Hill who 

opened the envelope an announced the results.  The bid was accompanied by a 10% deposit 

check, which was quickly secured by the Clerk.  The land will be added to the 17,000 acres 

already dedicated as open space mitigation required by the County as part of the permit 

conditions.  The County will use the money to bolster reserve accounts.  The Kit Fox will 

have more permanent dedicated environment.  You will pay more for electricity. 

More County Additions to Your Electric Bill.  The Board authorized the County’s 

participation on the Diablo Nuclear Plant Independent Peer Review Panel.  As part of the 

effort to eventually kill nuclear energy in general and the Diablo Nuclear Power Plant in 

particular (and building on the hysteria attendant to the Japanese Tsunami engendered 

leaks), the County is requesting representation on a State review panel.  The California 

Public Utilities Commission (PUC) has formed an Independent Peer Review Panel to 

oversee seismic studies which Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) has been required to 

conduct prior to applying to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for relicensing of the 

Diablo Plant.  As reported in the County’s Agenda item, PG&E originally estimated that the 

seismic studies would cost $16.7 million and applied to the PUC to have the cost built into 

its rate base.  Now PG&E finds that the $16.7 million may not be enough and is applying to 

remove the $16.7 million cap.  The County is taking this opportunity to request that it be 

allowed to appoint a County representative to the Panel.  PG&E confirmed that it is 

agreeable.  Reportedly the PUC is also agreeable. 

The Panel will independently review the proposed scope and content of the seismic study, 

the data, and the ultimate report.  Interestingly and demonstrating that the lines between 

policy and administration in the County are very muddled, Supervisor  Hill stated, “This 

will allow us to hire a seismologist.  I will work with Mr. Grant and Mr. Gibson to choose a 

seismologist.”  

The County has no one on staff who is qualified to perform such a role.  For this reason the 

County will hire an expert consultant for an estimated $250,000 and have PG&E reimburse 

it from funds added into its rate base. 

Oceano Flood Prevention.  The Public Works Department provided a long and meandering 

update on the actions it is taking or considering to forestall flooding of homes, the sewer 

treatment plant, and agricultural fields.  After more than an hour, it was clear that there is no 

certainty that the flooding can be prevented or that Public Works has a tight , prioritized plan 
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in place (let alone executed) to deal with the impending rainy season which is now merely 

weeks away.  For example, when staff presented one aspect of the planning involving the 

use of high speed portable pumps to remove water from lagoons and low spots, Supervisor 

Mecham asked if they had the pumps on hand.  The response was that they have one pump, 

but it must be dedicated to Cambria because of its funding source.  Mecham: “OK, well are 

you ordering other pumps?”  Answer: “We are talking to our suppliers.”  

Eventually Supervisor Gibson intervened and quite crisply (he was frustrated by the lack of 

concrete progress) dictated seven specific actions for the staff to complete and report on by 

October 25, 2011.  This was approved by the Board.  It should be noted that this discussion 

has been going on since last January with no real hard action by staff.  The residents of the 

area should have their evacuation kits at the ready. 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of September 20, 2011. (Scheduled) 

Lobbyist Report.  The Board will receive a report from its Washington Lobbyist, The 

Ferguson Group, on the status of various County Legislative initiatives.  The agenda item 

does not actually contain the status or an evaluation of the particular efforts.  These will 

presumably be included in the actual lobbyist’s presentation.   A key priority of the County 

is to receive more grants for the Los Osos Sewer Project and thereby reduce the amount of 

debt and interest.  The County may also seek to receive a lower interest rate for its 

impending $86 million dollar US Department of Agriculture loan, which is part of the 

financing of the sewer project. 

2010-11 Year End Financial Report.  The report shows that the County lived within its 

revised (lower) appropriations and ended with a slight surplus of $4.95 million resulting in 

the general fund.  Expenditures were 91% of budget and revenues were 91% of budget.   

This was achieved by reductions programmed during earlier quarterly reviews and savings 

by a number of departments that finished the year with expenditures $6.2 under their budget 

estimates, resulting in an accumulated unrestricted general fund reserve of $22.2 million.  A 

portion of the savings occurred as the result of labor concessions negotiated during the 

fiscal year that resulted in personnel costs being lower than originally budgeted.  

Los Osos Sewer Status.  For whatever reason, a status report on the task progress and 

financial status of the Los Osos sewer project was included in the Year End Financial 

Report.  Since this is the largest project in County history, is inherently risky, and enjoys a 

fair amount of controversy, one would think that it would be presented as a free standing 

agenda item with its own public hearing.  Instead, it is buried pages deep in a very detailed 

backup section of the overall report.  

So far, the project has expended $9.8 million of the scheduled $173.4 million budget for the 

plant, collection system, and treated water disposal system.  The report again failed to 

mention that with interest, costs related to prior actions (engineering studies etc.), and the 

debt of the former Los Osos Sewer District, the total cost is $289 million.   Imminent tasks 

include: completion of the design for the collection and recycled water systems; securing of 

all necessary rights of way and real property; selection of a construction management firm; 
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satisfying of the conditions of the State Water Board Loan (recycled water management 

plan etc.); satisfaction of the conditions of the US Department of Agriculture economic 

stimulus loan; issuing of construction contracts for the collection system; and issuing of a 

contract for design of the treatment facility.  

Let’s bury this in a year-end financial report and focus everyone on grocery bags. 

Redistricting.  As noted in the summary of last week’s actions (above), version B-2 will be 

back on the agenda for the 2
nd

 and final reading of the adoption ordinance.  Some 

Templeton residents have expressed the concern that the underlying issue is a strategy to 

fracture Templeton politically to make it easier to add substantial zoning density and permit 

urban style multi story height rules in the future.  This would enable high density and mixed 

use development in line with “smart growth.”  

Homeless Status Report.  The Board will receive a report on the status of homelessness in 

San Luis Obispo County.  The Board will hear that there are 3,774 homeless people in the 

county of which  26% are in the City of San Luis Obispo, 17% were employed (part or full 

time during the year), and 49% are children.  The report lists actions taken during the past 

year to try to remedy the problem: 

 Received permission from the Airport to build a new homeless service center on 

South Higuera St. 

 The Housing Authority Of San Luis Obispo received 50 rental payment vouchers 

reserved for the homeless. 

 A consortium of homeless providers attended a course on “how to implement best 

practices.” 

 The Community Action Agency received a grant to create four new supportive 

housing units. 

 An 18 unit homeless facility was expanded to 20 units. 

 Nonprofit agencies are entering data into a homeless computerized information 

system (the HMIS) for which the County received a grant in 2009.  

The report evinces no strategic approach and obviously the list above is anemic and 

symbolic at best.  We would suggest the following: 

 Place a proven hardcore project manager in charge of the problem.  

 Recognize that the behavioral modification approach attempted over the past two and 

one-half decades has failed.  Recognize that most of these poor people (not counting 

the children) are not going to miraculously morph into self-disciplined workers 

capable of holding a job.  Also recognize that with the County’s and State’s high 

unemployment rates, these folks aren’t in heavy demand -- even with “workforce” 

subsidies 

 Determine the actual housing unit needs (deficit) based on the demographics of the 

homeless population: how many single room occupancy units are needed, how many 

family units, how many group home or other supportive units are needed. 

 Simultaneously seek legislation and build a coalition of other counties and cities to 

switch the billions which are now being spent on rehabilitation, mental health (much 
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of which includes non-clinical activities, such as “why you should get up in the 

morning, how to take the bus, how you feel etc.,” classes on “best practices,” HMIS 

systems, etc., and start a program to build the housing.  Make it an incentive program 

for the private (for profit sector). 

 Eliminate permitting barriers (which would be the acid test).  Deem qualified 

projects proposed in the permitted zoning to be a ministerial permit (no conditional 

use permits etc.).  

 And/or select and pre-permit sites. 

 Use the diverted funding to provide incentives. 

 Build the housing. 

 

 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES  

Planning Commission  

Planning Commission of September 22, 2011(Scheduled)    

Vacation Rental Ordinance.  Please remember that this stricter ordinance will be back for 

what is likely to be final review and approval by the Commission before it is sent forward to 

the Board of Supervisors.  Owners, realtors, property managers, and members of the 

hospitality industry should review the ordinance, attend, and voice their opposition. 

Next Air Pollution Control District (APCD) Meeting, September 28, 2011   

 Dunes Dust Regulation.  The APCD will conduct a hearing on a proposed dunes dust 

“Rule” which could ultimately result in severe negative financial impacts for the hospitality 

industry, realtors, vacation property owners, restaurants, and retailors in the five cities and 

San Luis Obispo. 

 COLAB attended a prefatory workshop conducted by the APCD on Wednesday evening 

September 7, 2011, in Grover Beach.  Supervisor Teixeira and Supervisor Hill attended as 

observers.  Some residents of the Nipomo Mesa and some immediate neighbors of the 

Dunes believe that all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s) driven recreationally on the dunes add to the 

natural dust generation and should be banned or restricted.  

It turns out that the APCD’s expert consultant, Desert Research Institute (DRI) from Reno, 

conducted monitoring and determined that most of the dust occurs naturally and that while 

the ATV’s do stir it up on some days, the dust would continue to blow even in the absence 

of ATV’s.  Nevertheless, the APCD plans to adopt a “fugitive dust rule” in November or 

December, which would result in cumulative fines on the State Parks Department, which 

could ultimately close the Dunes Park.  DRI pointed out that measures such as planting 

some areas and/or covering some areas with hay bales or other friction producing features 

can significantly reduce the blowing dust.  DRI also pointed out that dust is a natural feature 

of sand dunes. 
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A concern is that the APCD could also, at some point in the future, apply “fugitive dust 

rules” to agricultural fields and roads. 

 

Integrated Waste Management Authority. 

Bag Ban.  The Authority conceptually adopted the ban and directed that staff bring back the 

ordinance on November 9, 2011 for a first reading.  If approved on the second reading, 

which would be scheduled in January 2012, the ban would go into effect September 1, 2012.  

All the city council members and all the Supervisors on the IWMA Board voted for the ban 

except for Supervisor Mecham.  Prior to the meeting the IWMA, staff began to back water 

to some degree in that they generated some alternative versions which allow thicker paper 

bags and/or paper bags with handles on the theory that they are somewhat reusable. 

COLAB was involved in a news conference prior to the meeting, which was covered on 

KCOY TV and reported in the SLO Tribune.  Virtually all the public speakers at the hearing 

except COLAB supported the ban or some sort of regulation.  Even the representatives of 

the grocery industry were muted in their concern.  The Sierra Club, ECOSLO, the Surf 

Rider Foundation, and others supported an even stricter ban.  There were slides of dead 

pelicans and trash on beaches.  It was reported that the bags are killing whales.  Student 

classes and landfill workers were marched into the room to show support.  

The plastic bags issued at checkout will be banned.  Thicker paper bags will be permitted 

but the stores will be required to charge for them to provide a disincentive.   The charge will 

be phased in: no charge during the first 3 months, then a 10cent charge for some period to 

be determined and ultimately 25 cents.  The stores will sell the cloth bags.  In the usual 

paean to political correctness, poor people (like people on food stamps) will be given bags 

during the first 9 months.  In a condescending aside, several IWMA Board members 

theorized that poor people know how to conserve things and that they will preserve the bags 

that they are given and “find” other bags in the normal course of things.  

 

COLAB pointed out that attempts to socially engineer human behavior are problematical, 

accumulative, and ultimately a slippery slope.  COLAB also pointed out that paper bags are 

made from trees, which help reduce greenhouse gases.  In fact, San Luis Obispo’s Climate 

Action Plan proposes planting 40,000 trees.  There was much congratulating and 

complimenting of the pro ban speakers by IWMA Board Chair Jim Patterson.  COLAB’S 

comments were reported in the San Luis Obispo Tribune. 
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                            SAVE 

                                    

                 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2011  

                           MEET ME HALF-WAY ANNUAL MEETING 

                                   Join us Wednesday, October 5
th

, 2011 

                   Santa Maria Fair Park, 937 S. Thornburg St., Santa Maria CA 

                  Enjoy a great dinner by Testa Catering and our Guest Speakers 

                                 Victor Davis Hanson and Timothy Sandefur 

No host cocktails will be served at 5:30 PM; Dinner – Auction 6:15 PM                                               

$50 per person/$500 for a table of ten 

                                     PURCHASE TICKETS BY MAIL:  

                           COLAB, PO Box 7523, Santa Maria, CA 93456                                                                         

                                  OR ON LINE: http//www.colabsbc.org 

                                                        Thank you,  

   Andy Caldwell, Executive Director, COLAB of San Luis Obispo                                            

County and COLAB of Santa Barbara County  


