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  COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

                                        WEEK OF AUGUST 21-27, 2011 

 

                                            INSIDE THIS UPDATE: 

 

REDISTRICTING: MYSTERY ADJUSTMENTS BENEFIT INCUMBENTS             

    LABOR CONCESSIONS AND SOME TOUGH BOARD ACTION 

            VACATION RENTAL RESTRICTIONS ALMOST SET   

 WATER BOARD ALERT:  SEPT. 1 2011- TIME TO RALLY YET AGAIN  

SAVE WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5, 2011:  MEET ME HALFWAY DINNER 

 

Board of Supervisors 

Board Meeting of August 16, 2011 (Completed) 

Supervisorial District Redistricting.  The Board adopted redistricting map B on a 3 to 2 vote 

with Supervisors Mecham and Teixeira dissenting. This version is scheduled to be 

introduced as an ordinance on August 23, 2011, and a hearing will be set for September 6, 

2011.  The Templeton community continued its push to be included in in its entirety within 

one supervisorial district.  

Mystery Adjustments:  More subtly, some seemingly minor changes were proposed in 

Option B which included a salient extending Bruce Gibson’s 2nd District toward the edge of 

Templeton and some ostensibly minimal adjustments to both the 2nd district and Jim 

Patterson’s 5th District in San Luis Obispo.  Although no one had articulated the purposes 

clearly, we speculated that these adjustments are designed to benefit preservation of the 

current left leaning Board majority.  This was confirmed during the hearing when 

Supervisor Mecham proposed an alternative which did not include the salient.  The Board 

majority (Hill, Patterson, and Gibson) stiffened and rejected the alternative out of hand. It 

turns out that the salient contains 400 or so voters who reportedly trend more 

conservatively.  The salient removes them from Supervisor Patterson’s 5
th

 district and 

places them in Supervisor Gibson’s second district.  In a close election this could have a 

decisive impact.  

The three majority Supervisors voted no on Supervisor Mecham’s alternative and then 

Supervisor Gibson moved option B with the salient.  There was considerable discussion 

filled with rhetoric about how Supervisors don’t just represent their own districts but 

represent everyone.  Supervisor Gibson took pains to justify the salient, saying that the 
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residents of the salient were very similar to his current constituents on the other side of the 

mountains on the coast.  Significantly, the only citizens speaking on his matter were from 

Templeton, and they all opposed the adopted option.  In addition, reportedly there were 40 

e-mails also opposing the salient option.  The Board majority supervisors opined that there 

was insufficient opposition to cause them to change their collective mind. 

This entire situation underscores the importance of voters in all districts remaining alert to 

maneuvers such as these and being involved even though it is not their district.  This is not 

just a problem for Templeton, but may well determine the outcome of future elections and 

hence the future of the massive regulatory scheme now underway.   

CITIZENS SHOULD TAKE ACTION: Call and/or e-mail your 

Supervisors and ask them to reject the 2
nd

 District salient. 

 Background.   As readers may recall from previous weekly updates, after each decennial 

census, counties are required to reconfigure the five districts to account for population 

changes and to adjust the configuration of the districts to be as equal in population as 

possible.  There were five maps under consideration known as Option B, Option B-1, 

Option B-3, Option C, and Option C-1.  These maps should be found on the County’s web 

page at: www.slocounty.ca.gov/Redistricting_2011Redistricting_Maps.htm.  Much of the 

discussion over the past month has focused on keeping all of Templeton (sometimes defined 

as the service district boundary, sometimes as the school district boundary, and sometimes 

both) within the same supervisorial district.  For redistricting purposes, the County 

population is 262,192, which is an increase of 24,424 since 2000.  The official population is 

269,637, which contains 7,445 California Men’s Colony inmates and Atascadero State 

Hospital inmates.  Each district would need to contain 52,438 to have equal population. 

Currently the 1st has 57,998; the 2nd has 50,272; the 3rd, 48,204; the 4th, 55, 386; and the 

5th, 50,332.  The primary requirement under the State Statute and the Federal Voting Rights 

Act is that the districts should be as equal in population as possible.  Secondary 

considerations include topography, geography, contiguity, integrity, compactness, and 

preserving communities of interest (cities, unincorporated towns, school districts, ethnic 

groups, etc.).  

In the event that the Board fails to meet the statutory deadline of November 1, 2011, a 

Redistricting Commission consisting of the County Assessor, County Superintendent of 

Schools, and the District Attorney draw up the boundaries.  

 

Board Meeting of August 23, 2011(Scheduled) 

Sea Otter Awareness Week.  Supervisor Adam Hill is asking the Board to adopt a 

Resolution which proclaims Sea Otter Awareness Week.  This might seem innocuous. 

However it states as fact that, “these marine mammals still remain vulnerable to land based 

pathogens, disease, and catastrophic events.”  Does anyone have any scientific studies upon 

which the Board of Supervisors would base its adoption of this Resolution?  Will the 

Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board use this kind of action to help justify 
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its current attack on agriculture?  What “catastrophic events” are envisioned that we don’t 

know about?  

Deputy Sheriffs Union, Sheriffs Supervisors, Sheriffs Non-Safety Personnel and 

Dispatchers Accept Two-Tier Pension System and other Concessions:  This is a good first 

step and provides both some immediate and long term savings.  Some categories of 

employees hired after September 4, 2011, will have a less rich retirement system.  Some of 

the civilian members will be going from 3% at 55 benefits to a 2.7 at 55 and others from 2% 

at 55 benefits to 2% at 60. In the near term these employees have agreed to a 2.98% wage 

increase with $488,500 per year.  This is partially offset by 2.98% increase in their share of 

the pension contribution, which saves $395,600. 

The best aspect of the agreement is that the employees have agreed to share 50/50% in any 

actuarial pension cost increases for both the employee shares and county shares. 

Imposed Settlement on Deputy County Counsel Association (DCCA).  The DCCA 

represents the staff attorneys in the County Counsel’s office (these are the lawyers who 

represent the Board of Supervisors and County Departments).  The County and the DCCA 

have been negotiating since 2007.  The County declared impasse in May, 2011, and is now 

ready to impose a contract.  Key provisions would reduce the retirement benefit formula  

from 2% at 55 to 2% at 60, would provide calculation on the final 3-year average instead of 

the highest year, and would mandate the 50/50% cost-sharing provision for any pension cost 

increases.  Notwithstanding that 87% of County employees have agreed to equal or similar 

benefits, the DCCA has refused and in fact sued the County in July, 2010. Congratulations 

to the Supervisors for hanging tough. 

The County should now issue a request for proposals for a private law firm to represent it 

and determine if there are potential cost savings and other advantages.  A major policy issue 

is how could the Legislature allow an entity’s lawyers to be in a union in the first place?  

This is just another example of California's broken government systems.  

Imposed Settlement on the San Luis Obispo County Government Attorneys Union 

(SLOGAU).  SLOGAU represents staff attorneys (deputy district attorneys) in the District 

Attorney’s Office.  The County has also reached impasse with this group and will be 

imposing a contract.  The provisions are parallel with those being imposed in the DCCA 

contract.  SLOGAU has not sued the County. 

Topaz Solar Farm Monitoring.  The staff recommends that the Board approve a $1.3 million 

dollar contract with Aspen Environmental Group, Inc. to monitor the construction 

conditions as Topaz constructs its 550 Megawatt plant. Topaz pays the costs.  As you may 

recall, the County imposed myriad conditions which require monitoring. 

What’s Good for the Goose: Board Opposes State Water Resources Control Board Storm 

Water Discharge Rules.  In a bit of irony, the regulation-obsessed Supervisors are 

complaining to the State Water Board about even more strict, redundant, and expensive 

requirements.  The State Board is proposing permit rules which go beyond the Federal 

National Pollution Discharge Requirements (NPDS). 

Now, if they could just understand how their own regulatory scheme impacts everyone else.  
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OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES  

Next Planning Commission Meeting, August 25, 2011.  In addition to continued mastication 

of the Shandon Plan, the more strict vacation rental requirements will be on the agenda.  

Little new material is posted for the vacation rental ordinance item.  However, there is new 

language which would restrict a property owner to four separate rentals per month.  The 

background material presented previously is displayed below for your convenience. 

Property owners who have vacation rentals or might wish to rent their property in the future 

should come to the Planning Commission meeting and object, or should e-mail the Planning 

Commission at www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/meetings.htm.  It will display the meeting 

date.  Click on the “ecomment” button next to the Agenda button , and a form will open 

which can be filled out and automatically forwarded to the Commission. 

Background:  The ability of property owners to rent their property to short term tenants 

(vacationers) is the real issue (a property rights issue) underscored by this item.  Neighbors 

and their civic associations support regulations because the vacationers increase traffic and 

in some cases noise and other nuisances.  There are also many residents whose economic 

survival and ability to retain ownership of the home is enhanced by weekend, weekly, or 

seasonal rentals.  The poor economy, joblessness, ever increasing property taxes, utility 

bills, insurance costs, and an aging population with more folks on fixed incomes may well 

increase the popularity and real need for vacation rental income.  Basic components of the 

revised proposed ordinance are as follows: 

• A Residential Vacation Rental is the use of an existing residence, or a new 

residential structure that has been in conformance with all the standards applicable to 

residential development, as a rental for transient use.  This definition does not apply to the 

rental of the entire residence for periods of thirty days or longer.  

• In Cambria, Cayucos and Los Osos no residential vacation rental shall be located 

within 100 foot  radius and within 200 linear feet of a parcel on the same block on which is 

located any residential vacation rental or other type of visitor serving accommodation.  

• Within the Avila Beach Urban Reserve Line no parcel shall be approved for 

residential vacation rental if it is within 50 feet of another parcel with a residential vacation 

rental.  

In all sections: 

• A notice of the intent to establish a vacation residence shall be submitted to all the 

property owners within 200 foot radius of the site.  The notice must also be submitted to the 

Planning and Building Department, local Sheriff’s substation, the Sheriff’s headquarters, 

and the local fire agency.  The notice shall state the property owner’s intention to establish a 

residential vacation rental and shall include the name, address and phone number of the 

local contact person and the standards for noise, parking, and maximum occupancy.  The 

applicant must file a form certifying that the notice has been sent to all the property owners 

and the Planning Department.  

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/meetings.htm
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• Seven day lockout:  Rental of a residence shall not exceed one individual tenancy 

within seven consecutive calendar days.  For example, if a person or group rents the unit on 

a Friday, the next individual or group cannot rent the same unit until the following Friday. 

No additional occupancy of the residence shall occur within that seven day period.  

Violations that will cause revocation of the Zoning Clearance: 

• Failure to notify the County staff when the contact person changes.  

• Violation of the residential vacation tenancy standards.  

• Violation of the residential vacation maximum occupancy, parking, and noise 

requirements. 

• The inability of County staff or the Sheriff to reach a contact person.  

 

Next Air Pollution Control District (APCD) Meeting, September 28, 2011.   

 

                                                       ALERT 

    CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 

      WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR AGRICULTURAL LAND    

                                   HEARING 

                         THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2011 AT 8:15 AM                                                                         

      895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101 San Luis Obispo, CA 93401   

This could be the culminating and final hearing. The staff report is critical of the 

Agricultural Alternative Proposal:  “Staff evaluated the new information and concluded that, 

like the December 3, 2010 Proposal, some of the Agricultural Industry representatives’ 

proposed recommendations, particularly with respect to third-party groups, are not 

consistent with Water Code section 13269 that applies to waivers of waste discharge 

requirements or were incomplete and unclear, so (they) could not be evaluated…”  This 

statement, in combination with recent negative op-ed newspaper pieces by Control Board 

Director Roger Briggs which advocated for strong regulation of agricultural discharge 

water, suggests that attendance at this hearing is extremely important.  
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                            SAVE 

                                    

                 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2011  

                           MEET ME HALF-WAY ANNUAL MEETING 

                                   Join us Wednesday, October 5
th

, 2011 

                   Santa Maria Fair Park, 937 S. Thornburg St., Santa Maria CA 

                  Enjoy a great dinner by Testa Catering and our Guest Speakers 

                                 Victor Davis Hanson and Diane Dimond 

No host cocktails will be served at 5:30 PM; Dinner – Auction 6:15 PM                                               

$50 per person/$500 for a table of ten 

                                     PURCHASE TICKETS BY MAIL:  

                           COLAB, PO Box 7523, Santa Maria, CA 93456                                                                         

                                  OR ON LINE: http//www.colabsbc.org 

                                                        Thank you,  

Andy Caldwell, Executive Director, COLAB of San Luis Obispo                                            

County and COLAB of Santa Barbara County  


