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    COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

                                    WEEK OF NOVEMBER 13-19, 2011 

 

                                           INSIDE THIS UPDATE: 

                    EVENTS ORDINANCE STALLS    

CARRYOUT PLASTIC SHOPPING BAG BAN: PASSES ON FIRST 

READING 7 TO 5; FINAL ADOPTION SCHEDULED                          

             FOR JANUARY 12, 2011 

      OBAMA CARE COULD COST COUNTY $35-40 MILLION 

              DUNES DUST REGULATION UP TO BAT WEDNESDAY 

NOVEMBER 16, 2011, 9AM AT BOARD OF SUPERVIORS   

 MEETING ROOM, 1055 MONTEREY ST., SLO 

 

 

Board of Supervisors 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of November 8, 2011 (Completed)  

Sheriffs Management Association Union Contract. The Board ratified an agreement 

between the   County and the San Luis Obispo County Sheriffs’ Management Association 

(SLOCSMA) on a new three year contract. This item is an important example of the 

County’s ongoing effort to control labor costs and restrict future pension cost growth 

through labor concessions. Two provisions are of immediate benefit: 1) the contract 

contains no general pay raise during its term; and 2) current and future employees will have 

to share any increase in pension costs 50/50 with the County.   

State Legislative Program: The County’s Sacramento Lobbyist, Shaw/Yoder/Antwih, 

reported on the status of County supported legislation. Successes include a law protecting 

employees from violent inmates at the Atascadero State Hospital and enabling legislation 

that will allow the county to use state and Federal grants (if it can successfully win any) to 

lower sewer charges for low and very low income residents who will be served by the Los 

Oslo’s sewer system. 

Background: The most important part of the lobbyist’s report is a list of grim projections 

with respect to the current FY 2011-12 State Budget and the projected FY 2012-13 State 

Budget.  The current fake budget contains automatic reduction triggers scheduled to take 

place if certain revenue projections fail. This is likely to occur and could result in severe 

reductions to the UC and CSU systems as well as Count-run Health and Human Services 
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programs this year. Similarly, local public education could lose $1.5 billion mid-year. Next 

year an $8-10 billion deficit is impending.  This deficit could result in severe cuts to County 

administered social service, health, and justice system programs. This in turn could add 

pressure to spend declining local general fund dollars.  

The real takeaway from this report is that the Board of Supervisors needs to cease adopting 

programs and plans that suppress economic development, job creation, and local revenue 

growth.  

Not Only The Lonely: The Adult Services Program Council Report:  The  Board  

received the report  from its “Adult Services Program Council (ASPC) which   advises the 

Board of Supervisors in implementing policy and providing services that will enhance the 

economic, environmental, and social quality of life for seniors and adults with disabilities.” 

The Council consists of representatives from 45 non-profit agencies, commissions and 

boards and government agencies.   

Poverty Increasing/Resources Decreasing: The important message to the Board of 

Supervisors underscored in the report is that the quality of life for many seniors and adults 

with disabilities in San Luis Obispo County has declined substantially due to the economic 

recession. This should be yet another wake-up call to the Board that its ability to fund basic 

services is in decline and that there is significant economic distress within its service 

jurisdiction.  

Williamson Act Adjustments: The minor changes to the Williamson Act which were 

conceptually approved earlier in the year were adopted by the Board.  Minimum acreages to 

qualify for designation under the agricultural preserve and land conservation contract  are 

increased from 100 to160 acres for Class 3 and 4 soils (dry farm land) and from 100 to 320 

acres for class 6 and 7 soils (grazing land). 

Events Ordinance Stalled: The Board did not adopt the ordinance.  Instead, the draft was 

referred back to staff for considerably more work.  Staff was directed to work with the 

Uniquely SLO Cluster Committee of the Economic Vitality Commission to gain a better 

understanding of the issues and potential solutions from the hospitality industry, agriculture, 

venue operators, and community people.  Staff was also directed to develop data about 

permitting costs and economic impacts.  Most significantly, the issue was continued off 

calendar, which means it does not have a date certain to be placed on the Board agenda for 

further consideration.  It is likely that the new assignments will take some time to complete. 

About ten people spoke at the hearing.  Two were from Santa Margarita with specific 

complaints about events at Santa Margarita Ranch.  These speakers said there are too many 

events (sometimes two per day) and that the Ranch is falsely claiming nonprofit status for 

some events.  Similarly, a speaker from Avilla Beach complained about events at the golf 

course.  Most other speakers offered recommendations for various technical amendments to 

the draft ordinance.  COLAB continued to point out that adopting a more strict and costly 

ordinance during an economic recession would be counterproductive and that being able to 

conduct events is a survival issue for some ranchers and other owners.  Additionally, we 

again requested that the Board direct staff to examine permitting costs and economic issues 

in line with the background paragraph below.   
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 As we pointed out last week, the draft seems to exempt the “Private gatherings of family 

and friends on private property that is owned, leased, or rented by the  host” from the 

provisions of the ordinance.  However, the ordinance then also states: “Private gatherings of 

family and friends on a Residential Vacation Rental site are limited to four times per year. 

More than four private gatherings on a Vacation Rental site are subject to the provisions of 

this section.” This week Supervisor Gibson requested that the staff remove any reference to 

vacation rentals from the Events ordinance altogether. He indicated that events related to the 

vacation rentals should be dealt with in the Vacation Rental Ordinance (also pending). 

Background: County Never Did Financial Impact Analysis:  The County has not conducted 

an economic impact analysis of the policies and procedures inherent in adopting the new 

strict ordinance. COLAB had suggested that the Board request the staff to provide data on 

the time required and applicant costs for various levels of existing Events  Ordinance permits 

and then, based on the new requirements, project (forecast) workloads, velocity, and cost for 

the new ordinance. This should be analyzed and considered prior to adopting the new 

ordinance. 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of November 15, 2011(Scheduled)  

Obama Care Coming to the County: The County Health Department will present an 

informational report to the Board on impending dilemmas which result as The Patients 

Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obama Care) is rolled out in California. The basic 

problem is that many more people will be eligible for health coverage than are now eligible 

under MediCal. Neither the State of California nor the County has the funding to cover 

required local matches, and portions of the “comprehensive benefits” are not funded by the 

Feds or the State. The staff report describes the dilemma in two key sentences:  Upon 

further analysis it became clear that the cost of comprehensive health care services for an 

expanded population would far exceed even doubling of revenue to support such a program. 

Estimates of the cost of covering an anticipated enrollment of roughly 7000 eligible persons 

are closer to 4-6 times the current expenditure, or $30-$45 million, an amount that 

obviously the County cannot afford. 

The Report basically says the staff does not know what to do and welcomes input and 

direction from the Board of Supervisors. Ironically the Board’s solution is to pass more 

regulations and accompanying fees to slow the economy and generate even more eligible 

patients. Banning new ranchetts and estates, banning ATV riding in the Dunes, restricting 

events in agricultural venues and estates, restricting vacation rentals, banning plastic 

grocery bags, and adopting a Climate Action Plan are not going to decrease unemployment 

and poverty.  

 FY 2012-13 Annual Budget Balancing Strategy: This item essentially requests the Board 

to continue the budget policies established four years ago, which provide for a phased 

reduction of County services and staffing while trying to avoid using reserve and one time 

revenues to balance the budget. The real problem is declining property tax and flat sales 

taxes combined with the State’s policy of offloading services and costs to the counties. Here 

again, the County’s scheme of broad regulatory initiatives is not helpful.  Discussion of 

alternate strategic approaches is not included within the report.  What about a moratorium 

on the regulatory initiatives? 
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Shandon Community Plan:  The Plan and Environmental Impact Report are before the 

Board for adoption.  The Plan, if approved, would expand the land area of the 

unincorporated village and coordinate the provision of supporting water, sewer, streets 

improvements, parks and other amenities.  Residents are nervous about new fees, 

mitigations and exactions that might be required to jump start the effort.  

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES  

Planning Commission  

Planning Commission Meeting of November 18, 2011 (Scheduled).  On Friday, 

November 18, 2011, the Commission will conduct an all-day study session from 9AM to 

4PM at the Fairways at Dairy Creek at El Chorro Regional Park, 2990 Dairy Creek Rd.  The 

purpose of the retreat is to Discuss Planning and Building Department organization and 

process, Planning Commission roles and responsibilities, the Planning Commission Agenda 

process and procedures, and Long Range Planning initiatives.  

They could save themselves and the community considerable trouble and recommend a 

moratorium on long range planning initiatives. Staff work (recommendations and reports to 

the Commission and Board of Supervisors) should go through the Director and be signed off 

by the Director. There should be a formal structured project management system. Reports 

from staff on permit applications to Commission and Board should indicate how much the 

applicant has been charged in fees and how long the process has taken, and should disclose 

the cost of any mitigations or exactions which are being imposed. 

 

Integrated Waste Management Authority (IWMA) Meeting of November 9, 

2011(Completed)  

Plastic Shopping Bag Ban.  The single bag ban (plastic grocery bag ban) ordinance was 

passed on first reading by a vote of 7 to 5.  A second hearing and reading will take place on 

January 11, 2012, for final adoption.  Supervisors Mecham and Teixeira voted against the 

ordinance, as did Atascadero Mayor O’Malley, Paso Robles City Councilman Hamon, and 

Morrow Bay Councilor Borchard.  Supervisors Gibson, Hill, and Patterson voted to approve 

the ordinance.  City Counselors voting for the Ordinance including Ering of Pismo Beach, 

Ashbaugh of San Luis Obispo, and Molnar of Grover Beach.  Additionally, Special Districts 

representative O’Sullivan voted for the ordinance.  

Background:  Some of the provisions of the ordinance are detailed below:  

Will become effective October 1, 2012. 

Will apply to supermarkets, pharmacies, convenience stores, and any retail stores over 

10,000 sq. ft. 

Will prohibit stores from providing single use plastic carryout bags at the point of sale.  

Illustrative of just how phony this ordinance is, is the fact that plastic bags sold for items 

such meat and fruit, the plastic bags in which home delivered newspapers are wrapped, ice  
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cream bags, and all other similar bags are not included in the ordinance.  Additionally, the 

stores will continue to sell an extensive line of plastic garbage bags, plastic compactor bags, 

plastic freezer bags, and bottled water in plastic bottles.  

Any retailer found to be in violation of any provision of this Ordinance, or who fails to 

comply with any of its requirements, shall upon conviction thereof be punished by 

imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six months, or be fined not more than one 

hundred thousand dollars ($1000), or both.  Each day such violation continues shall be 

considered a separate offence. 

For any violation of this ordinance, the IWMA may sue to recover civil penalties in the 

amount of $1000 per day for every day on which a violation exists. For purposes of 

calculating the civil penalties to be established hereunder, each day on which the retailer 

fails to comply with the requirements of this Ordinance, after having received a written 

notice of violation issued by the IWMA, shall constitute a separate offense. 

The IWMA has provided no analysis of the cost of the inspection and enforcement staff 

required to implement this law.  More and more doubts are being expressed about the 

ordinance.  There is no data about prosecution costs or legal costs for the civil suits.  This 

ordinance is yet another example of an effort which should cease as part of a general County 

moratorium on new regulations and fees. 

 

San Luis Obispo Air Pollution Control District Meeting of November 16, 2011 

(Scheduled) 

Dunes Dust Regulation:  The Regulation, which would require the State Parks Department 

to lower the amount of dust being generated at Oceano Dunes State Park, will be officially 

introduced at 9AM on Wednesday, November 16, 2011.  The hearing will take place in the 

Board of Supervisors meeting room at the County Government Center at 1055 Monterey 

Street in San Luis Obispo.  The Regulation (a law) will require the State Parks Department 

to undertake a phased and growing series of mitigation measures to slow down the blowing 

sand so that impact of the grains do not  generate as much dust above certain relative 

standards.  If it is determined that all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s) are contributing to the 

exceedances, there would be pressure to limit or foreclose their use.
1
  There is a 3-year 

phase in period during which the Parks Department must implement enough measures to 

stop the exceedances. Starting in 2014, exceedances will result in the Parks Deparment 

being fined by the APCD for each exceedance. Repeated exceedances will result in 

progressively increasing accumulative fines. At some point and if the fines become too 

costly, the use of ATV’s and/ or use of the Park could become threatened.  

Restriction or elimination of ATV use will have a negative impact on the hospitality 

industry in the five cities area and San Luis Obispo.  This in turn could threaten jobs, capital 

investment, municipal revenues and public services. Several reputable scientists have 

                                                 
1
 Neither the APCD nor its consultant has proven that ATV’s are a significant source of dust. Long term 

residents of the Nipomo Mesa and other downwind areas have pointed out that there has always been 

dust.  
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challenged the APCD’s studies and consultant reports .  The APCD has ignored them.  The 

APCD should not consider the Regulation until the questions are resolved  

If you live downwind from an area of major sand dunes and sand sheets you are likely to 

have dust.  This Regulation should be aborted.  The Parks Department and the APCD could 

work cooperatively on the experimental dust reduction measures without the adoption of a 

nasty regulation with civil and criminal penalties.  If the  APCD Board and staff believe that 

the experimental mitigations will work, why do they need to adopt a law?  


