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SEE MORE DINNER DETAILS ON PAGES 26 – 30    
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THIS WEEK  

 

  COUNTY TO JOIN ELECTRIC ENERGY SWINDLE? 
(SEE PAGES 6 - 14 FOR THE SHOCKING DETAILS)    

 

   
_______________________________ 

 

COUNTY ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 

POSITIVE 

 

APCD TO PICK CHAIR, DEAL WITH PENSIONS 

& CONSIDER ANOTHER DUNES LAWSUIT 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA LIGHT 

 

LAST WEEK 

 

NO BOS MEETING  

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://q.likesuccess.com/81/4048916-wolf-sheep-clothing.jpg&imgrefurl=http://likesuccess.com/topics/28583/vintage-clothing/11&docid=uvOgsLrtLUqM5M&tbnid=gW28Rdi8qdBNRM:&vet=10ahUKEwjcl_LfjeXYAhXFKWMKHbkvAl04rAIQMwgTKBAwEA..i&w=720&h=603&bih=599&biw=1366&q=wolf in sheeps clothing quotes&ved=0ahUKEwjcl_LfjeXYAhXFKWMKHbkvAl04rAIQMwgTKBAwEA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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LAFCO MEETING SURFACES FIRE DISTRICT 

BUDGET WOES AND SURVIVAL ISSUES                      
WILL COUNTY ULTIMATELY BE ON THE HOOK?   

  

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                                          
SEE PAGE 17   

 

How California Democrats Have Turned The Golden 

State Into A ‘Sh*thole’ Part I 

BY KATY GRIMES  

 

How California Democrats Have Turned The Golden 

State Into A ‘Sh*thole’ Part ll 

BY KATY GRIMES  

 

Why is liberal California the poverty capital of 

America?  
 

By Kerry Jackson 
 

   

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, January 23, 2018 (Scheduled)  

 

Item 8 - Comprehensive Annual Financial Report For FY 2016-17 (CAFR).  This is one of 

the key County documents and is worth a quick read, including the summary sections and the 

http://www.flashreport.org/blog/author/katy-grimes-2/
http://www.flashreport.org/blog/author/katy-grimes-2/
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tables in the Notes to the Financial Statements. The County received a clean audit (called 

unqualified – that is, there are no omissions, deviations from standards, or indicia of reporting 

problems). The report can be accessed at the site: 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/getattachment/a40f5081-7b2e-4e8a-9232-bf9f250633a2/2016-

17.aspx 

 

Item 16 - Request to approve FY 2017-18 through FY 2020-21 renewal agreement for 

cooperative fire protection services with California Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection (CAL FIRE) in the amount of $82,227,069.  The County contracts with Cal Fire 

for fire, rescue, emergency medical response, spills, air crashes, and many other hazards. 

The contract is for 3 years as follows: 

  

The write-up explains the increases: 

The increase in the contract is primarily due to increases to CAL FIRE’s benefit rates and to 

salaries resulting from collective bargaining agreements recently ratified. Firefighter-I salaries 

increased last year due to the statewide minimum wage increase. Although the contract does not 

include any Firefighter-I positions, salary increases were negotiated at the state level for other 

firefighting classifications to alleviate compaction between salary levels 

One factor which could impact this contract and costs in the future is the potential of the 

Cayucos Fire District going out of business, as costs are outstripping revenues. The District has 

applied to LAFCO for dissolution. Relatedly, the Five Cities Fire District in the South County is 

reporting budget problems. (See the LAFCO item B-2 on page 15 for further details.) 

Item 21 - Civil Service Commission Annual Report.  This is a useful annual report, which 

provides a number of charts on hiring, employee demographics, employee discipline and other 

facts that provide insight into the operation of the County government. It can be accessed at the 

link: 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8304/V29ya2luZyAtIEZZMTYtMTdfQ1N

DX0FubnVhbFJlcG9ydCAoQk9TIE1FRVRJTkcpLnBkZg==/12/n/89080.doc  

For example, the chart below shows the County recruitment and hiring activity growing as the 

size of its work force grows. 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/getattachment/a40f5081-7b2e-4e8a-9232-bf9f250633a2/2016-17.aspx
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/getattachment/a40f5081-7b2e-4e8a-9232-bf9f250633a2/2016-17.aspx
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8304/V29ya2luZyAtIEZZMTYtMTdfQ1NDX0FubnVhbFJlcG9ydCAoQk9TIE1FRVRJTkcpLnBkZg==/12/n/89080.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8304/V29ya2luZyAtIEZZMTYtMTdfQ1NDX0FubnVhbFJlcG9ydCAoQk9TIE1FRVRJTkcpLnBkZg==/12/n/89080.doc
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Item 33 - Prado Lane Homeless Services Center Residential Detox Facility.  The Board letter 

and attachments detail a plan for establishing a residential detox facility next to the Homeless 

Services Center, which is currently under construction. The County PowerPoint slides 

summarize the proposal. 
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There is an extensive report on the proposed program at the link: 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8289/Q0FQU0xPIFByYWRvIERldG9

4IFJlcG9ydCAxMi0xOC0xNy5wZGY=/12/n/88903.doc  

   

Concept picture of the homeless services center now under construction. 

 

Item 35 - Socialization of Electrical Energy Production and Distribution by Community 

Choice Aggregation (CCA).  The Board will consider a major policy item – will it direct staff to 

continue to study the feasibility of the County forming or joining a new government entity to 

purchase and distribute electrical energy to its residents and businesses through CCA                                   

(sometimes called community energy)? 

An Analogy:  You probably shop from time to time at a chain supermarket.  Suppose the State 

Legislature passed a law that allows cities and counties to create government joint power 

authorities (JPA’s – special purpose governments) to buy food through long term contracts on 

the open market from anywhere in the world, perhaps cutting out local, regional, and state based 

farms and suppliers. The mass purchasing power of these government entities would allow them 

http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8289/Q0FQU0xPIFByYWRvIERldG94IFJlcG9ydCAxMi0xOC0xNy5wZGY=/12/n/88903.doc
http://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/agenda/sanluisobispo/8289/Q0FQU0xPIFByYWRvIERldG94IFJlcG9ydCAxMi0xOC0xNy5wZGY=/12/n/88903.doc
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-l2ZrSxgg8Qw/VIstTIkmriI/AAAAAAAAC4s/EbGbI0v29Gk/s1600/Outside2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://timwaagblog.blogspot.com/2016/10/slo-homeless-update-50-now-and-new_30.html&docid=oyTi9cwmWLzUSM&tbnid=w0r5txXQ4VnPdM:&vet=10ahUKEwin0KaA6OTYAhVO4WMKHdNDCDEQMwhtKCUwJQ..i&w=1186&h=667&bih=599&biw=1366&q=40 prado road homeless center &ved=0ahUKEwin0KaA6OTYAhVO4WMKHdNDCDEQMwhtKCUwJQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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to buy the food at marginally lower cost than existing supermarkets and then to retail it at 

slightly lower prices than those existing supermarkets. 

This notwithstanding, the supermarkets would be required under state law to transport the food 

purchased by the JPA, insure its quality, remain open for 24 hours per day, and sell it at the JPA 

price next to their own food in their own stores, maintain the stores physically, and provide food 

when the JPA food is not available. Under this scenario a benefit claimed by the JPA food 

entities is that the food is produced organically without pesticides, the chickens are cage free, 

and the beef is not fed supplements (if they even allow red meat). This claim is somewhat 

beveled in that grain based staples such as flour, bread, rice products, cereals and related food 

chain fundamentals are heavily dependent on genetically improved strains which have been 

developed over hundreds of years.  As an added feature, for additional cost you can buy food 

which is even more organically originated and certified to be genetically unmanipulated.    

Given the thin margins, the private sector stockholder-owned and independent family-owned 

supermarkets would go out of business. The employees would be laid off, welfare and social 

services would experience greater burdens, property and sales taxes would decline. Eventually 

the JPAs would become local and regional monopolies, and then as the normal government 

inefficiencies metastasized (civil service, defined benefit pensions, amateur boards made up of 

city councilors and county supervisors, patronage vs. business decision),  consolidations would 

occur. Ultimately, we would end up with a huge, inefficient State food monopoly with shortages, 

limited choice, limited hours, and lousy service. Albertsons or Fresh Markets are much better on 

their worst days than the local DMV office, IRS office, or Employment Office.  

Sound farfetched?  This is exactly what is being proposed to the Board of Supervisors with 

respect to the generation, transmission, and retailing of electrical energy. In fact the closure of 

the Diablo Nuclear Power Plant, the ultimate layoff of its local employees, loss of property taxes, 

and the annual loss of nearly $1 billion in direct and indirect economic activity in SLO County 

are in part a direct consequence of the spread of CCA in the PG&E service area. 

The staff report essentially requests the Board to tell the County CEO and Planning Director if it 

wishes them to continue to research one or more alternative CCA approaches. The County did 

participate in a joint study with Santa Barbara County and Ventura County, which found that a 

large tri-county CCA would not work financially, particularly in terms of covering the cost of 

debt that would have to be issued for startup and the acquisition of energy. The problem was also 

complicated by the fact that the SLO County and the northern part of Santa Barbara County are 

served by PG&E,  while southern Santa Barbara County and Ventura County are served by 

Southern California Edison. This structure added financial and operational complexities. 

The same study found that SLO County or a combination of the County, the City of SLO, and 

the other cities might have a feasible path to operating a CCA. 
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The County and the City of SLO also conducted a separate “prefeasibility” study,  which appears 

to indicate that either separate or combined CCAs could work technically in terms of meeting 

electric energy demand, but the study did not address the debt, financial feasibility, rates, and 

other operational issues. Accordingly the study recommends another study: 

  

As a result, the staff requests the Board to consider 3 options: 

1. Take no further action. This direction would formally end the County’s inquiry into CCA. 

2. Further assess the opportunity to participate in the existing Monterey Bay Community Power 

Community Choice Aggregation Program. This option would provide staff direction to continue 

engaging with Monterey Bay Community Power management and initiate conversations with the 

program’s Policy Board members to address specific questions related to local economic benefit 

and economic development opportunities. The amount of staff resources and/or funding needed 

to pursue this option is not fully known at this time; however, staff could return to your Board 

with more information on this option. 

3. Assess local collaborative opportunity to create a new CCA in San Luis Obispo and Northern 

Santa Barbara County. This option would provide staff direction to coordinate with the City of 

San Luis Obispo and other regional jurisdictions on creating a new regional CCA. The amount 

of staff resources and/or funding needed to pursue this option is not fully known at this time; 

however, staff could return to your Board with more information on this option.  

 

It is likely that option 2 (the existing Monterey Bay Community Power Program MBCPP – a 

new government entity consisting of Monterey County, San Benito County, Santa Cruz County, 

and their respective cities) might prove attractive to local CCA advocates. It has just started up: 

is having board meetings, hiring staff and consultants, renting a headquarters, and negotiating 

short term energy contracts with potential suppliers. It has thus gone through all the studies, has 

been approved by the PUC, and has a preliminary financial structure.  SLO County staff and 

MBCPP staff have had conversations.  

The MBCPP is in negotiations with energy suppliers and expects to issue $400 - $500 million in 

short-term contracts (funded by debt) which will cover 2018-2022. These will gradually be 

phased out and replaced by long-term contracts, 25-30 years. The cost of these and the debt 

structure will be a future subject. 
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The list of suppliers with which MBCPP is negotiating dramatically points out the larger impact 

of CCA. That is the deindustrialization of California in terms of electric supply, related jobs, 

community economic benefits (such as property taxes),  and the export of those jobs and benefits 

to other states and nations. A brief summary of MBCPP’s short list of potential suppliers 

demonstrates the horrible truth: 

Excelon:  This corporation seems to be headquartered in Illinois. It lists 7 power plants in 

Illinois, 3 in Pennsylvania, and 3 in Maryland,  and claims to generate around 35,500 megawatts 

(Diablo is about 2200) of power per year, of which 521 (one of the solar farms in SLO county 

claims to generate about this much) are solar. Exelon counts energy from its nuclear plants as 

green energy!  

So MBCPP is buying nuclear produced electricity from back east and counting it as green 

energy, even though the State of California does not count nuclear produced electricity as green 

energy.  Excelon’s corporate website states in part:   

 Excelon’s family of companies represents every stage of the energy value chain. Exelon’s six 

utilities deliver electricity and natural gas to approximately 10 million customers in Delaware, 

the District of Columbia, Illinois, Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania through its Atlantic 

City Electric, BGE, ComEd, Delmarva Power, PECO and Pepco subsidiaries. Exelon is one of 

the largest competitive U.S. power generators, with more than 35,500 megawatts of nuclear, gas, 

wind, solar and hydroelectric generating capacity comprising one of the nation’s cleanest and 

lowest-cost power generation fleets. The company’s Constellation business unit provides energy 

products and services to approximately 2.2 million residential, public sector and business 

customers, including more than two-thirds of the Fortune 100.  

Powerex Corp:  This is a wholly owned subsidiary of BC Hydro, Canada’s third largest electric 

utility. Its website states: 

Powerex has access to the flexibility of BC Hydro’s world-class integrated system of close to 17 

000 MW of generating capacity - over 12 000 of which are hydroelectric. This system is 

interconnected with the western U.S. by two 500 kilovolt transmission lines on the west coast 

between B.C. and Washington, one 230 kilovolt line connecting B.C. and Washington on the east 

side, and a 500 kilovolt line to the east, connecting B.C. with Alberta.  

Tenaska:  Headquartered in Omaha, Nebraska, Tenaska operates primarily natural gas fired 

plants and a couple of 130 megawatt solar plants. 

TransAlta: Its website states:  We’re currently Canada’s largest generator of wind power and 

operate one of North America’s most advanced coal facilities. In the next few years, we plan to 

add capacity with the majority of our new power fueled by renewable sources. We’re also 

consistently working to enhance the efficiency of our operating fleet and to continuously deliver 

top quartile safety performance.  
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The site further makes it clear that their main energy source is burning coal. 

Mines in Operation 

The fuel for three of our coal-fired plants west of Edmonton, Alberta comes from the Highvale 

Mine, the largest of our surface coal mines, adjacent to our plants. The Whitewood Mine stopped 

mining operations in 2010 and reclamation at this mine is complete. A third mine in Centralia, 

Washington supplied coal to our Centralia plant until November 2006, when TransAlta stopped 

active mining operations to focus on compliance and reclamation activities. Fuel for the 

Centralia plant is now brought by rail from the Powder River Basin in Montana and Wyoming. 

COLAB Note:  How would MBCPP know if a particular chunk of electricity came from coal or 

some other source? It’s all going into the system and mixing.  Even if a particular utility 

attributes a part of its power to solar, if a CCA does business with them, isn’t it supporting their 

fossil fuel sources as well? 

Shell Energy:  Their Website indicates their pedigree:  

As part of the global Shell Trading network, Shell Energy North America is among the largest 

wholesale energy marketers and traders in North America and provides a comprehensive 

portfolio of energy-related products and services. 

With regional offices throughout the US and Canada, Shell Energy North America and its 

subsidiaries trade and market natural gas, wholesale power, environmental and risk 

management products with counterparties and customers throughout the region. Customers 

include large commercial and industrial users, local gas distribution companies, electric 

utilities, independent power producers, energy aggregators, oil and gas producers, 

municipalities, and rural electric cooperatives. 

Shell Energy North America consistently ranks within the top three gas and power marketers in 

North America. 

Capabilities include marketing natural gas within the U.S. and Canada, with a sales volume of 

10.5 billion cubic feet per day; marketing wholesale and retail power, with sales topping 270 

million megawatt hours annually; and participating in nearly all organized power markets, with 

access to over 10,500 megawatts of generating capacity across North America. 

   

Shell Energy facility in the Gulf of 

Mexico. Of course we have banned 

these in California but will import 

“clean” energy from this company 

and export our jobs to Houston.  

The magnitude of the deception 

here goes beyond comprehension.  

https://www.shell.us/energy-and-innovation/energy-from-deepwater/shell-deep-water-portfolio-in-the-gulf-of-mexico.html
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The State of California and its cities and counties are exporting their economic base and energy 

independence in the name of supposedly cheaper green energy.  

 

Some Questions for the Board and staff: 

1. The new authority will have to borrow substantial funding (millions) to establish its PUC-

required reserves prior to receiving PUC approval to start operations. If the authority happens to 

lose money and becomes unable meet its debt obligations for the loan or loans, what is to protect 

the member agencies (including the County’s general fund) from having to pay off the creditors? 

2. Similarly, the new government authority will have to sign short term (hundreds of millions) 

and multi-decade contracts (billions) with electricity generators in order to attempt to achieve the 

price stability and savings necessary for the authority to be competitive with PG&E, let alone be 

able to be lower cost. These contracts are promises to pay. What if something goes wrong, such 

as a drop in natural gas prices, and PG&E rates become much more competitive and customers 

switch out of the authority and back to PG&E? Who will then pay off the contracts – at least 

hundreds of millions of dollars? Won’t the general funds of the member counties and cities be 

the payers of last resort? 

3. What level of commitment, both in terms of financial and staff contribution and action of the 

elected bodies, is necessary from the participating jurisdictions for each phase of the project, i.e. 

a full feasibility study and implementation plan, start-up, and ongoing operations?  

4. Environmental performance: It is asserted that the CCA could achieve more energy efficiency 

than PG&E, but this is uncertain. The amount of greenhouse gas savings is predicated on the 

belief that the new authority would be able to use a greater share of renewable energy than 

PG&E. Ultimately, the implementation of a state or federal cap-and-trade system may impact 

whether the additional renewable energy reduces overall greenhouse gas emissions. 

5. Rate parity: Maintaining relative rate parity with a higher share of renewable energy will be 

challenging. Natural gas prices have fallen sharply from historic highs, reducing the cost of non-

renewable energy. In the long run, factors such as renewable technology costs, expiration of 

federal renewable tax credits, natural gas prices, and greenhouse gas compliance costs will 

influence the ability to maintain rate parity. While these factors cannot be predicted with great 

confidence, the authority would benefit from a significant financial advantage to the extent that it 

invests in its own generation resources, particularly if and when renewable tax credits for private 

developers expire. Before launching an authority, the participating jurisdictions should explore a 

variety of supply portfolios using different cost assumptions for the above factors to determine 

the likelihood of maintaining rate parity while offering a larger share of renewable energy.   
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6. However, if the new authority must construct facilities as noted in item 4 above (in order to 

achieve its green energy goals), what loan guarantees will investors require of the member cities 

and counties before lending the much larger sums of money needed for the authority to construct 

its own generation facilities?  It is unknown whether this would be necessary or how much 

money the cities and counties would need to guarantee.  

7. Local Green Jobs: “Local” would mean jobs created in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo 

Counties. How many permanent local jobs have been created by San Luis Obispo’s aggressive 

solar energy targets and project approvals? It is unknown how many more jobs the new authority 

would create compared to retaining service with PG&E. (The MBCPP will have about 20 

employees to start). 

8. Relatedly, the billions of dollars’ worth of energy-generating facilities at the large solar plants 

in the eastern county are exempt from the property tax. As a government authority, new plants, 

solar farms, and other facilities owned by the authority would be exempt from the property tax. 

How would this compare with a private sector stockholder-owned utility system? Does the 

expansion over time and displacement of private sector facilities set up a financial death spiral, 

particularly for public safety and schools?  

9. What is the main goal for promoting a CCA in SLO County: financial reasons, greenhouse gas 

emission reductions, or the increase of local renewable projects? What is the evidence that it will 

accomplish any of these? 

a. If the answer is for local renewables, how many megawatts of renewable projects will actually 

be developed in SLO County as a result of a CCA program – not counting rooftop solar, which is 

happening without a CCA? 

b. Also, if the answer is for local renewables, what specifically will a CCA do to assure that 

more local renewable projects than we are already seeing in the area are started, given that the 

Central Coast already has 2 massive solar projects in the Carrizo Plains and another large project 

under construction in the Parkfield area, all of which provide clean, green energy for PG&E? 

c. If the answer is greenhouse gas emission reductions, what is the benefit since PG&E's energy 

portfolio already stands at 59% greenhouse gas emissions-free with a plan in place to increase 

that to 70% by 2020? How can any CCA do better than that without raising costs?  

10. Are CCAs regulated by any agency on the price they can charge? Is there no PUC oversight? 

11. There have been references made that a CCA will create competition. How is there any 

competition when customers are automatically enrolled into the system even though they may 

have no desire to do so? Shouldn't the process be an opt-in rather than a forced-in system?  

12. How much of the power would be in short-term contracts vs. long-term contracts? How 

would the CCA avoid financial risk to our community if short-term prices increased? 
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13. What is the plan to ensure that there are no financial implications if the CCA is unable to 

adequately forecast the energy load needs for the area?  

Background:  Community choice aggregation (CCA), also known as community choice energy, 

is a provision of California law that allows cities, counties, or joint powers agencies to purchase 

electricity and other necessary electrical services on behalf of the customers in their territories. 

CCAs differ from municipal utility districts in that the investor-owned utility (IOU), in this case 

Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E), continues to own the electricity distribution infrastructure and 

to provide electricity transmission, distribution, supply mixes, and rate structures.  

1. The County participated with Ventura County, ten cities, and the Community Environmental 

Council (a pro-CCA advocate) in a study led by Santa Barbara County (a pro-CCA advocate) to 

examine the feasibility of the County becoming involved in the purchase and distribution of 

electricity as part of a local government joint powers authority. That study, which was peer 

reviewed, found the 3-county proposal to be infeasible and financially unsupportable. 

2. The County also joined a and separate similar study led by the City of San Luis Obispo, which 

suggested another more rigorous study. 

3. The County could take a wait-and-see attitude to determine how the two of the currently 

functioning coastal county CCA programs in the state (Marin and Sonoma) are working out and 

how the Monterey Bay version works out.  

4.  So far, and unfairly, the Board of Supervisors never directed staff to explore alternatives with 

PG&E prior to considering programs which allow the counties and cities to favor competitors of  

PG&E. After all, PG&E is the county’s largest single property tax payer. It is the county’s 

largest private sector employer. The Diablo Power Plant and related activities generate nearly $1 

billion in direct, indirect, and imputed economic activity in SLO County and northern Santa 

Barbara County. Proponents of forming a CCA disparaged PG&E as an obsolete and 

monopolistic means of producing and distributing electricity. They asserted that a CCA authority 

could provide more green energy at less cost than PG&E. Now the plant is closing. This was 

felony bad policy that supporters of a CCA fomented.  

5. Why did the County deliberately undertake a policy study subversive of its largest private 

sector export base company without studying a PG&E alternative?   

6. What about the County’s own operations? Would the County, in the interest of cost savings, 

have the guts to set up a public safety authority and then go out to bid for police, fire, and 

probation services against its own employees? What if Arizona’s private sector Rural Metro 

Corporation said, “Oh yeah, we can increase your response times, reduce time in service, reduce 

sick leave, reduce recidivism, eliminate defined benefit pensions, and produce a more efficient 

and responsive system for 30% less than your current aggregate cost? This is of course is 

political blasphemy. In part this is an ethical question. PG&E electricity already comes from 



14 
 

around 30% renewables. If the ideologues didn’t prohibit hydro and nuclear from being counted 

as non-CO2 renewables, over half of PG&E’s energy would be counted as coming from 

renewable sources. 

In Texas, there is an old saying: “I danced with the one I brung.” Here the County never even 

asked PG&E if it would dance. Instead it demanded reparations for closing Diablo. 

 

Item 36 - Closed Session.  The session contains some significant items including: 

Diablo Decision:  The CPUC rejected the $85 million community impact mitigation program 

which the County and school district negotiated with PG&E. The Board will probably discuss 

next steps. At some point these should be placed on the public agenda. After all, the CPUC 

proceeding is over. 

ARB Inc. vs. County:  This is a lawsuit against the County by one of the contractors on the Los 

Osos Sewer Treatment Plant, which has been reported variously as a claim of $10 million and 

$15 million. ARB claims the engineering specs were faulty and cost it millions. 

Friends of the Oceano Dunes vs. the Coastal Commission:  This action is primarily against 

the Coastal Commission, asserting that the Commission took actions with respect to the dunes 

dust remedy permits approved by the Coastal Commission in 2017. The suit alleges that the 

permits are illegal because the Commission did not conduct CEQA review of the many physical 

and constructed project items included in the dust control project. The County is named as a real 

party in interest in the suit. 

Key Department Head Recruitments:  

 Public Health Agency Director 

 Planning and Building Director 

 Public Works Director 

 

San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (APCD) Meeting of Wednesday, 

January 24, 2018 (Scheduled) 

 

Item A-1: Election of a Chair and Vice-Chair.  If the Board follows its normal rotation, Mayor 

Ed Wagge of Pismo Beach will be elected Chair. 
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In General:  Much of the rest of the agenda consists of routine financial reports and other 

operational reports. The APCD is experiencing pension cost increases. (It is part of the County 

system.) The Board will receive a presentation form the County Pension Trust staff. 

 

Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday, January 25, 2018 (Scheduled) 

In General:  It is a short agenda which does not include items of major countywide policy. The 

items are important to the applicants, and it is good that the Commission is having the meeting to 

take care of them. 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, January 16, 2018 (Not Scheduled) 

The Board does not usually schedule a meeting on a Tuesday following a major holiday. Monday 

January 15
th

 was the commemoration of Martin Luther King. 

 

San Luis Obispo County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) Meeting of 

Thursday, January 18, 2018 (Completed)  

 

Item B-2: 2017 ANNUAL REPORT AND WORK PLAN FOR 2018.  The potential 2018 

work program stimulated a discussion of the potential dissolution of the Cayucos Fire District 

and the fiscal problems of the Five Cities Fire District. Revenues are not keeping up with 

growing expenditures. Rising pension payments are eating away at the service budgets. The 

phenomenon is happening to special districts all over the State and is likely to accelerate as the 

pension costs continue to grow. 

A fundamental question is what happens if these districts are unsustainable. Does the County end 

up as the bag holder? What would be the cost for expanding its contract with Cal Fire? Since the 

districts are already financially at risk, the current revenues are probably not adequate, especially 

given Cal Fire’s deeper service pattern. 
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Background:  The report detailed various LAFCO actions in 2017, including creation of new 

water management districts, annexations, and potential dissolution of the Cayucos Fire District. 

The report also lists potential 2018 considerations including: 

Potential annexations:  

 

of San Luis Obispo 

 

 

-Vina Robles, City of Paso Robles 

 

 

 Joseph’s Church  

Cayucos Fire District Dissolution: 

Dissolution of Cayucos Fire District - The Cayucos Board of Directors submitted an application 

to dissolve the District in 2017. The Board of Supervisors will consider taking action in the first 

quarter of the year on the question regarding future service to the community of Cayucos. The 

application is on hold until the Board of Supervisors considers this question. LAFCO has 

provided information to the Commission, the District, and the public about how the dissolution 

process works and the necessary steps to take. An Information Guide and FAQ were prepared to 

help understand and clarify the process and focus the discussion on the issues.  

The full report can be seen at the link: 

http://nebula.wsimg.com/eba2c78a3fcf65ed37804c73b5c686bd?AccessKeyId=242F22EFFFFD

E4B18755&disposition=0&alloworigin=1  

 

 

 

 

 

http://nebula.wsimg.com/eba2c78a3fcf65ed37804c73b5c686bd?AccessKeyId=242F22EFFFFDE4B18755&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/eba2c78a3fcf65ed37804c73b5c686bd?AccessKeyId=242F22EFFFFDE4B18755&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
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COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE 

LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES 

AND FORCES  

 

 

How California Democrats Have Turned The Golden 

State Into A ‘Sh*thole’ Part I 

BY KATY GRIMES  

This is Part l of a two part series. 

The new word of the week accurately describes California. 

 

Despite so-called “progressives” promising their policies will 

create a Soviet-style worker’s paradise, California’s leftist 

Democrats have turned the once Golden State into a sh*thole 

through decades of leftist policies penalizing and demonizing 

employers, businesses, property owners, innovators, 

entrepreneurs – and really, anyone who wants to work hard and 

get ahead. These hard working people are responding by fleeing 

liberal California for conservative red states. 

The perception across America is that California is the state 

people are leaving. And that perception is accurate. 

More than 1,000 people each day are leaving leftist sh*thole 

blue states and moving to red states. “This migration is changing the economic center of gravity 

in America—moving it relentlessly to the South and West,” according to economist Stephen 

Moore. “California is one of the oil- and gas-richest states in the nation,” which should mean a 

mass inbound migration, “but its ‘green’ politicians are regulating that industry out of 

businesses. So much for caring about working-class Americans,” Moore says. 

http://www.flashreport.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/images-3.jpg
http://www.flashreport.org/blog/author/katy-grimes-2/
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Even the Tech industry isn’t a growth business in California any longer. Cities With Fastest 

Growth In STEM Jobs Are Far From Silicon Valley, according to demographer Joel Kotkin. “In 

some recent months in parts of the Bay Area, The San Jose Mercury reports, the tech job count 

has actually declined. One limiting factor could be high housing costs. A recent report from the 

state Legislative Analyst’s Office showed that many CEOs, particularly in Silicon Valley, regard 

severe housing unaffordability – where you need to earn more than $200,000 annually to buy a 

median-priced house – as their biggest business challenge.” 

And why is that? millennials, the fuel for tech firms, also may not be as urban-centric as some 

have predicted. Their numbers have recently dropped or plateaued in the much-celebrated core 

cities of Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles and New York after rising earlier in the decade. In 

contrast, many Sun Belt areas – Nashville, Charlotte, Houston, Dallas-Fort Worth, Austin, 

Orlando – enjoy stronger net population growth in those between 25 and 34 than coastal 

California and the Northeast. California’s problem is not just people leaving, but talented young 

people not coming here who, years ago during our better days, streamed in. 

My own millennial son, a Naval officer, recently transferred bases from San Diego to Virginia, 

and said he wished he’d made the move a few years ago. While not exactly a super low-tax state 

(but ranked 31 in the Tax Foundation’s 2018 State Business Tax Climate Index, Virginia is much 

better off than CA’s 48th ranking), cost of living, open carry laws, and general non-California 

people and attitudes contributed greatly to his opinion. He spent his first 18 months out of the 

Naval Academy in northern Florida, and appreciated the low-tax, business friendly state so 

much, he’s maintained his residency there. 

California’s Economic Forecast is Dismal 

According to the 10th Edition of Rich States, Poor States: ALEC-Laffer State Economic 

Competitiveness Index for 2017, California ranks 47th in economic outlook. Why? 

Top Marginal Personal Income Tax Rate rank = 50 

Top Marginal Corporate Income Tax Rate = 40 

Personal Income Tax Progressivity = 50 

Sales Tax Burden = 33 

State Liability System Survey = 47 

State Minimum Wage = 48 

Absolute Domestic Migration = 49 

Average Workers’ Compensation Costs = 50 

Right-to-Work State? (No) = 50 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/joelkotkin/2018/01/11/techs-new-hotbeds-cities-with-fastest-growth-in-stem-jobs-are-far-from-silicon-valley/#73bfaa54bed1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joelkotkin/2018/01/11/techs-new-hotbeds-cities-with-fastest-growth-in-stem-jobs-are-far-from-silicon-valley/#73bfaa54bed1
http://www.mercurynews.com/2017/10/20/san-jose-san-francisco-oakland-job-losses-hammer-bay-area-employers-slash-thousands-of-jobs/
http://www.lao.ca.gov/Publications/Detail/3214
https://www.hsh.com/finance/mortgage/salary-home-buying-25-cities.html
https://www.zerohedge.com/news/2017-12-17/exodus-starts-millennials-ditch-city-life
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joelkotkin/2017/08/02/forget-the-urban-stereotypes-what-millennial-america-really-looks-like/
https://www.apartmentlist.com/rentonomics/millennial-population-trends/
https://statetaxindex.org/
https://www.alec.org/publication/rich-states-poor-states-10th-edition/
https://www.alec.org/publication/rich-states-poor-states-10th-edition/
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The ALEC report was for 2017. Since the report was published in April, California’s lawmakers 

and governor have been hard at work further destroying the economic outlook for the state. 

Most recently, the state Public Utilities Commission’s decided to close Diablo Canyon nuclear 

power plant, marking the end of more than a half-century of nuclear power generation in the 

state. This will only serve to dramatically increase our energy costs, which are already the 

highest in the nation. Data from the U.S. Energy Information Administration showed California 

households paying 17.97 cents per kilowatt hour for electricity, or 40.9 percent more than the 

national average of 12.75 cents, CNBC reported. 

Governor Jerry Brown wants to ban the sale of gas and diesel powered cars in California. There 

are 26 million drivers in California. More than 2 million new vehicles were registered in 

California last year, the most of any state, and only 5% of California’s new vehicle sales in the 

first quarter of 2017 were electric vehicles, Forbes reported. In total, only about 300,000 cars in 

California are “clean vehicles,” and only .4% are electric vehicles. I also beg to differ on 

California’s definition of “clean vehicles” — my Eco-diesel Jeep is extremely clean, but doesn’t 

count as a “clean vehicle.” 

“To achieve Brown’s goals, he will have to compel 99.6 percent of California drivers to trade in 

their gas guzzlers for electric vehicles that they currently find too expensive or too impractical,” 

Christian Britschgi wrote at Reason’s Hit & Run blog. “And that doesn’t even touch on the issue 

of providing enough charging stations for these vehicles, or of generating enough electricity to 

power those stations.” 

Britschgi points out that electric vehicles are mostly owned by California’s wealthy. “A 2016 

Berkeley study found that 83 percent of those making use of California’s electric vehicle subsidy 

program made over $100,000.” 

California isn’t Norway, which is the world leader on using electric cars. And that is because it’s 

freezing cold and frozen in Norway, which relies almost entirely on hydroelectric power. Um, 

with our Mediterranean-like climate, warm, dry summers and mild, wet winters, California isn’t 

Norway. And the leftists in California hate hydroelectric power anyway. 

These articles first appeared  respectively in THE January 15, 2018 and January 17, 2018 

editions of FLASHREPORT. Katy Grimes is the Flash Report Senior Correspondent. Formerly 

an investigative journalist, columnist and Capitol reporter with CalWatchdog, Katy is a longtime 

political analyst. She has written for The Sacramento Union, The Washington Examiner, The San 

Francisco Examiner, The Business Journal, The Sacramento Bee, and the Flash Report. Katy 

has been an influential political blogger since 2004, and can be heard on many talk radio shows 

( including the Andy Caldwell Radio Show) throughout California. She has appeared at COLAB 

events.  

 

http://reason.com/blog/2017/09/28/california-wants-to-ban-all-gas-powered
http://reason.com/blog/2017/07/18/california-doubles-down-on-subsidizing-w
https://www.theguardian.com/world/norway
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How California Democrats Have Turned The Golden 

State Into A ‘Sh*thole’ Part ll 

BY KATY GRIMES 

 

How many ways can California’s leftist Democrats 

turn the Golden State into a sh*thole? In Part l I 

addressed the outbound migration of California’s 

hard working middle class, as well as millennials 

choosing low-tax states to live and work. Despite 

this, California’s ruling party is doubling down on 

business-destroying policies, energy destroying 

policies, education destroying policies, and policies 

destroying California’s abundant natural resources. 

A few examples: 

California just passed a law prohibiting routine use of antibiotics on livestock in the state. 

Governor Jerry Brown wants to ban the sale of gas and diesel powered cars in California. 

The state Public Utilities Commission’s decided to close Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant, 

marking the end of more than a half-century of nuclear power generation in the state. 

California lawmakers passed a vehicle registration fee increase, as high as $175 for many cars. 

California is now a Sanctuary State, harboring millions of illegal aliens, and preventing 

immigration officers from easily accessing criminal illegal aliens in jails and prisons. 

We no longer have a high school exit exam in California, because so many students could not 

pass the easy test during the four years in high school. So leftist Democrats decided to do away 

with the test, rather than address the state’s failing schools. My son passed the exit exam in 9th 

grade. 

California’s pet stores are now banned from selling dogs, cats and rabbits unless they are rescue 

animals. So much for free market principles. 

Employers will no longer be able to ask job applicants about their salary history, compensation 

or benefits. 

California community colleges are now free for first-time college students. Hmmm. Who is 

paying for this? 

http://www.flashreport.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Jerry-Brown-finger-to-head-AP-Paul-Sakuma-640x480.jpg
http://www.flashreport.org/blog/author/katy-grimes-2/
http://www.flashreport.org/blog/2018/01/15/how-california-democrats-have-turned-the-golden-state-into-a-shthole/
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Because of “declining voter turnout,” neighborhood polling places will be replaced with 

elections by mail in California. No fraud here… 

The State of California Agricultural Labor Relations Board is in collusion with the United Farm 

Workers labor union to force the state’s largest non-union farming companies into union 

contracts. Jerry Brown’s corrupt California Supreme Court recently ruled that forced collective 

bargaining is constitutional. Absolutely mind boggling. 

California’s explosion of homeless people is largely thanks to Governor Jerry Brown’s prison 

“realignment” scheme, and two propositions which redefined many serious crimes to justify 

letting hardened criminals and habitual repeat offenders out of jails and prisons. The realignment 

scheme was so bad, the Legislature then had to pass another bill redefining “recidivism.” 

And don’t blame the homeless population in 

California on Ronald Reagan – he did not close 

the state’s mental hospitals as the leftist media 

has incorrectly repeated for 50 years. It was 

President John F. Kennedy who in his October 

31, 1963 legislation –The Community Mental 

Health Act of 1963 — ordered the building of 

1,500 mental health centers so people with 

mental illnesses living in state mental hospitals 

could be treated while working and living at or 

near home. Kennedy’s program closed many             

hospitals over time, known as deinstitutionalization. (This article gives a detailed explanation) 

The streets of many cities are littered with drug addicts, Hepatitis carrying, mentally ill crazy 

people, and bad people. While there are homeless who once were able to survive on the fringes, 

the state has an epic housing shortage, and the cost of living is too high for them now. In just Los 

Angeles alone, there are more than 400 unauthorized tent camps in parks, under bridges, on 

freeway medians and along sidewalks, proving that LA is California’s biggest sh*thole. 

Because of California’s leftist politicians and leftist special interest groups, we’ve got many 

problems, further degrading this once beautiful state. In my own city of Sacramento, the 

downtown neighborhoods are under siege by the criminal homeless population. Crime is 

dramatically up, homes and autos are broken into daily, mail and packages aren’t safe on 

doorsteps, anything on a front porch – including furniture and potted plants – is stolen, and 

homeless live and camp and sell drugs in the 

parks. But because Jerry Brown and Democrats 

and their spin doctors pushed Propositions 47 

and 57, which decriminalized so many crimes 

like theft, and sex crimes, the hands of the police 

are tied. 

California Democrats and Gov. Brown enacted 

AB 109 and AB 117 in 2011, ostensibly to 

http://www.flashreport.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/920x920.jpg
http://www.flashreport.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/1024x1024.jpg
http://canadafreepress.com/article/ca-supreme-court-decision-preordained-by-jerry-brown
http://canadafreepress.com/article/ca-supreme-court-decision-preordained-by-jerry-brown
http://canadafreepress.com/article/ca-supreme-court-decision-preordained-by-jerry-brown
http://www.westernfarmpress.com/labor/calif-supreme-court-forced-collective-bargaining-constitutional
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299883
https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/culture/karen-townsend/2016/05/05/foxs-empire-reagan-dumped-all-mentally-ill-patients-out
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Homeless-Explosion-on-West-Coast-Pushing-Cities-to-Brink-455493753.html
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Homeless-Explosion-on-West-Coast-Pushing-Cities-to-Brink-455493753.html
http://canadafreepress.com/article/gov.-jerry-brown-and-democrats-undermining-law-and-order-dismantling-califo
http://canadafreepress.com/article/gov.-jerry-brown-and-democrats-undermining-law-and-order-dismantling-califo
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reduce the prison population in state facilities. “Prison Realignment” was sold as needed to 

decrease California’s prison population by shifting “new non-violent, non-serious, and non-

sexual offenders” from state prisons to county jails, while concurrently reforming the state’s 

parole system. One result of Realignment is that Sheriff’s Departments now house prisoners in 

county jails who previously would have been sent to state prisons. And those criminals who 

would be sitting in county jails are walking and living on the streets. 

Prop 47 spin doctors titled it the “Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Act.” Yet all Prop 47 

managed to accomplish is to dramatically increase property crime throughout the state. It did 

nothing for schools. 

Prop 47 reduced many drug and theft felonies to misdemeanors, and many others to nothing 

more than a citation. Prop 47 also allows inmates to petition for a reduction in their felony 

sentence if that crime had since been reduced to a misdemeanor. 

“Those behind Prop 57 took their cues from Prop 47, selling the public with assurances that its 

early parole provision only applied to “non-violent” offenders,” Michelle Hanisse wrote in City 

Watch. “That’s news to the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, whose 

published regulations on early parole explicitly include inmates sentenced to prison for violent 

offenses.” 

The first year after Realignment was 

implemented the state’s violent crime rate 

increased by 3.4% while property crime rose by 

7.6%, Prison Legal News reported. However, a 

report by the Public Policy Institute of 

California found “no evidence that realignment 

has had an effect on the most serious offenses, 

murder and rape.” 

As California further degrades, I’m expecting 

ALEC’s 2018 Economic competitiveness report 

to show California in even worse shape, and 

with more outbound migration. Economics drive 

many decisions, but so does the safety and security of our families, homes and 

neighborhoods.  California is no longer safe, nor is it economically feasible or even barely 

reasonable. 

Katy Grimes’s new book, “California’s War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses?” 

co-authored with James Lacy, is available at Amazon . 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.flashreport.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/homeless-Fwy.jpg
http://canadafreepress.com/article/gov.-jerry-brown-and-democrats-undermining-law-and-order-dismantling-califo
http://www.courts.ca.gov/prop47.htm
https://sacramentocitizen.wordpress.com/2017/12/31/pardon-me-governor-brown/
http://www.citywatchla.com/index.php/los-angeles/13683-the-lies-behind-the-selling-of-props-47-57
https://www.prisonlegalnews.org/news/2014/jun/12/consequences-californias-realignment-initiative/
https://www.alec.org/publication/rich-states-poor-states-10th-edition/
https://www.amazon.com/Californias-War-Against-Donald-Trump/dp/1543112722/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505161571&sr=8-1&keywords=katy+grimes
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Why is liberal California the poverty capital of 

America?  
 

By Kerry Jackson 
 

 

 

Guess which state has the highest poverty rate in the country? Not Mississippi, New Mexico, or 

West Virginia, but California, where nearly one out of five residents is poor. That's according to 

the Census Bureau's Supplemental Poverty Measure, which factors in the cost of housing, food, 

utilities and clothing, and which includes noncash government assistance as a form of income. 

 

Given robust job growth and the prosperity generated by several industries, it's worth asking why 

California has fallen behind, especially when the state's per-capita GDP increased approximately 

twice as much as the U.S. average over the five years ending in 2016 (12.5%, compared with 

6.27%). 

 

It's not as though California policymakers have neglected to wage war on poverty. Sacramento 

and local governments have spent massive amounts in the cause. Several state and municipal 

benefit programs overlap with one another; in some cases, individuals with incomes 200% above 

the poverty line receive benefits. California state and local governments spent nearly $958 billion 

from 1992 through 2015 on public welfare programs, including cash-assistance payments, 

vendor payments and "other public welfare," according to the Census Bureau. California, with 

12% of the American population, is home today to about one in three of the nation’s welfare 

recipients. California Democrats have long been free to indulge blue-state ideology while paying 

little or no political price.  

 

The generous spending, then, has not only failed to decrease poverty; it actually seems to have 

made it worse. 

 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, some states — principally Wisconsin, Michigan, and Virginia 

— initiated welfare reform, as did the federal government under President Clinton and a 

Republican Congress. Tied together by a common thread of strong work requirements, these 

overhauls were a big success: Welfare rolls plummeted and millions of former aid recipients 

entered the labor force. 

 

The state and local bureaucracies that implement California's antipoverty programs, however, 

resisted pro-work reforms. In fact, California recipients of state aid receive a disproportionately 

large share of it in no-strings-attached cash disbursements. It's as though welfare reform passed 

California by, leaving a dependency trap in place. Immigrants are falling into it: 55% of 

immigrant families in the state get some kind of means-tested benefits, compared with just 30% 

of natives. 

 

Self-interest in the social-services community may be at fault. As economist William A. 

Niskanen explained back in 1971, public agencies seek to maximize their budgets, through 

http://www.politifact.com/california/statements/2017/jan/20/chad-mayes/true-california-has-nations-highest-poverty-rate-w/
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which they acquire increased power, status, comfort and security. To keep growing its budget, 

and hence its power, a welfare bureaucracy has an incentive to expand its "customer" base. With 

883,000 full-time-equivalent state and local employees in 2014, California has an enormous 

bureaucracy. Many work in social services, and many would lose their jobs if the typical welfare 

client were to move off the welfare rolls. 

 

Further contributing to the poverty problem is California's housing crisis. More than four in 10 

households spent more than 30% of their income on housing in 2015. A shortage of available 

units has driven prices ever higher, far above income increases. And that shortage is a direct 

outgrowth of misguided policies. 

 

"Counties and local governments have imposed restrictive land-use regulations that drove up the 

price of land and dwellings," explains analyst Wendell Cox. "Middle-income households have 

been forced to accept lower standards of living while the less fortunate have been driven into 

poverty by the high cost of housing." The California Environmental Quality Act, passed in 1971, 

is one example; it can add $1 million to the cost of completing a housing development, says 

Todd Williams, an Oakland attorney who chairs the Wendel Rosen Black & Dean land-use 

group. CEQA costs have been known to shut down entire homebuilding projects. CEQA reform 

would help increase housing supply, but there's no real movement to change the law. 

 

Extensive environmental regulations aimed at reducing carbon dioxide emissions make energy 

more expensive, also hurting the poor. By some estimates, California energy costs are as much as 

50% higher than the national average. Jonathan A. Lesser of Continental Economics, author of a 

2015 Manhattan Institute study, "Less Carbon, Higher Prices," found that "in 2012, nearly 1 

million California households faced … energy expenditures exceeding 10% of household 

income. In certain California counties, the rate of energy poverty was as high as 15% of all 

households." A Pacific Research Institute study by Wayne Winegarden found that the rate could 

exceed 17% of median income in some areas. 

 

Looking to help poor and low-income residents, California lawmakers recently passed a measure 

raising the minimum wage from $10 an hour to $15 an hour by 2022 — but a higher minimum 

wage will do nothing for the 60% of Californians who live in poverty and don't have jobs. And 

research indicates that it could cause many who do have jobs to lose them. A Harvard University 

study found evidence that "higher minimum wages increase overall exit rates for restaurants" in 

the Bay Area, where more than a dozen cities and counties, including San Francisco, have 

changed their minimum-wage ordinances in the last five years. "Estimates suggest that a one-

dollar increase in the minimum wage leads to a 14% increase in the likelihood of exit for a 3.5-

star restaurant (which is the median rating)," the report says. These restaurants are a significant 

source of employment for low-skilled and entry-level workers. 

 

Apparently content with futile poverty policies, Sacramento lawmakers can turn their attention to 

what historian Victor Davis Hanson aptly describes as a fixation on "remaking the world." The 

political class wants to build a costly and needless high-speed rail system; talks of secession 

from a United States presided over by Donald Trump; hired former attorney general Eric H. 

Holder Jr. to "resist" Trump's agenda; enacted the first state-level cap-and-trade regime; 

established California as a "sanctuary state" for illegal immigrants; banned plastic bags, 
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threatening the jobs of thousands of workers involved in their manufacture; and is consumed by 

its dedication to "California values." All this only reinforces the rest of America's perception of 

an out-of-touch Left Coast, to the disservice of millions of Californians whose values are more 

traditional, including many of the state's poor residents. 

 

With a permanent majority in the state Senate and the Assembly, a prolonged dominance in the 

executive branch and a weak opposition, California Democrats have long been free to indulge 

blue-state ideology while paying little or no political price. The state's poverty problem is 

unlikely to improve while policymakers remain unwilling to unleash the engines of economic 

prosperity that drove California to its golden years. 

 

Kerry Jackson is the Pacific Research Institute's fellow in California studies. This essay was 

adapted from the winter issue of City Journal, republished in the Los Angeles Times of January 

14, 2018 and subsequently posted on the Hoover Institution of Stanford University’s web site on 

January 16, 2018. 

  

  
 

 

  

   

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW 
 
  

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
https://www.city-journal.org/
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SIT DOWN 

FILET MIGNON DINNER INCLUDING WINE AND 

MADONNA INN’S FABULOUS CAKES 
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GREAT AUCTION ITEMS LIKE A CABIN STAY AT A PRISTINE SIERRA LAKE AT 

A FAMILY RESORT WITH A RESTAURANT AND MANY ACTIVITIES 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://resizer.otstatic.com/v2/photos/large/23752317.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.opentable.com/copper-cafe-and-bakery-at-madonna-inn?page=3&docid=En6HCLaAQklgvM&tbnid=ZQoYEFNaCzkkeM:&vet=10ahUKEwj23snf4N3YAhVprFQKHQQ2BUkQMwh-KDUwNQ..i&w=640&h=640&bih=599&biw=1366&q=madonna inn dinners&ved=0ahUKEwj23snf4N3YAhVprFQKHQQ2BUkQMwh-KDUwNQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://s3-media1.fl.yelpcdn.com/bphoto/cXye_9xz1d-Qm20IrtOn4Q/348s.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.yelp.ca/biz/madonna-inn-copper-cafe-san-luis-obispo?start=40&docid=0jJgFWSll2JA4M&tbnid=OSoKfCbJVORAeM:&vet=10ahUKEwj23snf4N3YAhVprFQKHQQ2BUkQMwhdKBQwFA..i&w=348&h=348&itg=1&bih=599&biw=1366&q=madonna inn dinners&ved=0ahUKEwj23snf4N3YAhVprFQKHQQ2BUkQMwhdKBQwFA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2017/05/22/12/40A9066300000578-4529928-image-a-36_1495451240182.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-4529928/A-glass-red-wine-NOT-good-heart.html&docid=YGe6KOXSLIoSFM&tbnid=j-JGfWW-y0BmYM:&vet=10ahUKEwip46nw5d3YAhUIslQKHc-uB_8QMwjyASgqMCo..i&w=634&h=423&bih=599&biw=1366&q=red wine in the glass&ved=0ahUKEwip46nw5d3YAhUIslQKHc-uB_8QMwjyASgqMCo&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://bnbwebsites.s3.amazonaws.com/3520/red_fir_kit_carson_01.jpg
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VIEW FROM ONE OF THE CABINS 

 

  

 

   
WATER FRONT 

 

  
RESTAURANT 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://bnbwebsites.s3.amazonaws.com/5692/img_0834_1500x600.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.kitcarsonlodge.com/restaurant.htm&docid=qXQ0GmhQv2xLUM&tbnid=CqAjZ1dK8RiOlM:&vet=10ahUKEwjUwenGleDYAhUW42MKHStkAbsQMwhqKCIwIg..i&w=1500&h=600&bih=599&biw=1366&q=kit carson lodge&ved=0ahUKEwjUwenGleDYAhUW42MKHStkAbsQMwhqKCIwIg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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CAMP FIRES 

  

 
The crowd enjoys the auction action. 

  
 

 EVENT PHOTOS BY DICK MASON 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjopcza3t3YAhXrwFQKHWhSAPsQjRwIBw&url=https://pasoroblesdailynews.com/hundreds-attend-annual-colab-dinner-fundraiser/69420/&psig=AOvVaw1yAOLrStbSN-DKYmtOsCod&ust=1516235003874587
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SUPPORT COLAB!                                                                                                                            

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE LAST PAGE BELOW 
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MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 

 

  

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB MIXER 

  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

See the presentation at the link: https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA    

  

AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

 

 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/eEdP4cvf-zA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
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