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  COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF MAY 21 - 27, 2017 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

FORMATION OF MORE GROUNDWATER 

MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 

 

 

GIBSON MOBILIZING CITY COUNCILS 

AGAINST BOARD MAJORITY ON SGMA 

FUNDING  

 
 

LAST WEEK 
 

DUST-UP OVER DUNES DUST AT APCD                          
(HILL USES APCD MEETING TO BLAME BOARD MAJORITY FOR 

WIND DRIVEN DUNES DUST)   

 

ANOTHER SOFTWARE INSTALLATION COST 

OVERRUN - BUT NO MATTER  

 

FINANCIAL, DEBT, AND CAPITAL PROJECT 

PROGRESS REPORTS                                                                 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PROPOSED                             

FY 2017-18 ANNUAL BUDGET 
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FORMATION OF COUNTY GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCIES IN SOUTH COUNTY 

AND THE PASO BASIN 

 

  GROWTH MANAGEMENT RESTRICTIONS 

PERPETUATED                                                                                               
(BUT THEY SAY MORE HOUSING IS A PRIORITY)  

HOW COULD THAT BE? 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH  

(SEE PAGE 12) 

 

Dilbert Disses Global Warming; Liberal Heads 

Explode 

 Scott Adams has gone full-on climate denialist in his latest Dilbert strip, 

causing liberal heads to explode. 

By Mark Delingpole 

  
(SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 13) 

 

Struggling to make California affordable 
 

By Vince Fong  
 

http://media.breitbart.com/media/2017/05/dt170514.jpg
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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
 

SUPERVISOR GIBSON MOBILIZING CITY COUNCILS AGAINST BOARD 

MAJORITY ON STATE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT (SGMA) FUNDING 

IN PROPOSED FY 2017-18 PROPOSED COUNTY BUDGET.  Gibson sent the letter by 

Facebook reproduced below to the Mayors of each of the seven cities in the County, seeking to 

rally them against proposed County funding for compliance with SGMA in those unincorporated 

rural areas that are not part of non County-run existing or proposed water management districts. 

The areas are part of the existing County Water Management District. The letter, reproduced 

below, is self-explanatory.   

 

We will follow up in the future with analysis. Suffice it to say at this point that, should the cities 

determine to become involved in the County budget process in this regard, there will be far 

reaching equity questions on many fronts and in regard to many services.  
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For whatever reason this principle was not an issue for Gibson when the County spent $1 million 

dollars of flood control funding to attempt to force the AB 2453 water district upon residents of 

the Paso Basin. Nor does it seem to be an issue in Gibson’s own district with respect to the Los 

Osos groundwater basin fringe area SGMA planning costs. 

 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, May 23, 2017 (Scheduled) 

 

 

Item 23 - Formation of the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA).  
The Board will consider approving a memorandum of understanding between SLO County and a 

number of other jurisdictions to form a Cuyama Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency per 

State Groundwater Management Act SGMA requirements. The write-up states in part: 

 

The Agreement creates the Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency as a JPA, which is 

a public entity that is legally separate from the parties to the Agreement (commonly referred to 

as the members of the JPA) 2. The stated purpose of the JPA is to implement and comply with 

SGMA in the Cuyama Basin by serving as the GSA, developing, adopting and implementing a 

GSP for the Basin, and sustainably managing the Basin.  



5 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Most of the Cuyama Basin lies within Santa Barbara County, which has taken the lead in 

developing the program. As in other basins Hill and Gibson may raise the issue of funding.  
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Item 24 - Formation of the San Luis Obispo Valley Basin (Edna Valley) Groundwater 
Management Agency (GSA).  This one has a slightly different structure than some of the others 

because the County and City of SLO are the only governments overlying the basin. There are a 

number of private water companies. The write-up state in part: 

 

The City of San Luis Obispo (City) is pursuing forming a GSA for the portion of the San Luis 

Obispo Basin that lies within its city boundary. No other eligible agencies, besides the County, 

are anticipated to form a GSA in the remaining areas. Therefore, staff recommends adopting a 

resolution forming the San Luis Obispo Valley Basin – County of San Luis Obispo Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency to cover all otherwise unrepresented areas within the San Luis Obispo 

Basin, after conducting a public hearing.  

 

Therefore the structure is as depicted in the diagram below: 
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LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  
  

  Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, May 16, 2017 (Completed) 

 

Item 12 - Planning and Building Department Permit Tracking Software Conversion 

Project Overrun. The Board did not discuss this item or ask questions. It was approved 

unanimously on the consent calendar. 

 

Background:  This item on the consent calendar sneaked a big cost overrun through the Board 

and past the public. The original project, software contract, and budget were approved on the 

consent calendar of March 15, 2016. The original software contract was for $1,026,588. Now 

they say they need an additional $102,999, “for the purchase of additional Tyler Technologies 

(the vendor) software, maintenance, and customization to complete the implementation of the 

Planning and Building Department’s new permit tracking system.”  

 

Worse yet they request an additional $205,968 in contingency expense .They state, “This 

includes $5,968 identified as additional server infrastructure costs and $200,000 for any 

additional unforeseen professional services or equipment.”  The overrun is summarized in the 

table below: 

 

  
 

Now the project has risen to $2,431,882. They will be back when they attempt to run the full 

operational tests and find they need even more consultant time, more training, and more 

assistance in converting the records from the old system. 

 

Item 13 - Extension and Expansion of the EmPower Energy Home Loan Program.  The 

Board approved a new contract with Santa Barbara County to amend and extend the program. 

Utility rate payers have been paying higher rates to send funds to the California Energy 

Commission, which in turn provided funding to local consortia. In this case Santa Barbara, SLO, 

and Ventura Counties give out energy loans for people to upgrade their heating, windows, 

insulation, and related improvements. 

 

The program has not had a large acceptance by the public. Started in 2014, it has completed only 

220 projects in the tri-county service area. Another 155 are reported as being “underway.” This 

is shocking in that the combined population of the 3 counties is 1,565,000. The State Energy 
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Commission has revised some of the rules and conditions in an effort to attract more customers, 

necessitating the contract amendment. 

 

Item 20 - Financial Reports.  The Board unanimously approved various transfers and received 

the reports. The item was listed as the 3
rd

 Quarter Financial Report. It was actually a 

compendium of that report and several others. The major reports included: 

 

 3
rd

 Quarter Financial Report 

 County Debt Status Report 

 Capital Projects Status/Progress Report 

 

 

 

Item 21 - Introduction of the Proposed 2017-18 Annual County Budget.  The Proposed 

Budget was submitted on the record for study by the Board and the public. The budget, as 

proposed, is balanced. Hill utilized the occasion to criticize potential Federal and State cutbacks 

in Obama Care, Community Development Block Grants, and In-Home Health Care Services 

which would impact the County budget as it presumably backfilled. Both Hill and Gibson also 

again criticized the Board majority for authorizing funding from the County Water District and 

General Fund for mandated and unfunded planning under the State Groundwater Management 

Act (SGMA). They believe overliers in the unincorporated County areas which are not part of a 

city or water district should be taxed. 

 

The actual legal hearings and adoption will take place on Monday, June 12, and Wednesday, 

June14. Actual adoption will take place on June 20. The 933-page document is the most 

important policy formulation tool for any government, including the Board of San Luis Obispo 

County. In past years, the review has been perfunctory. Last year and except for a session on 

requests by not-for-profit agencies, the entire main budget consideration took only 1.5 hours.   

 

COLAB suggested that the Board should set aside a series of 3-hour afternoon sessions between 

now and the formal June review sessions to conduct detailed workshops. There appeared to be no 

interest in expanding the time frame and intensity of the Budget review process. 

 

Background:  We suggested that he Board review the budget by section and department in 

order. Each Department would give a short summary presentation of key issues. The Board 

would then consider both financial and performance measure information in detail. In this regard 

the Board should be provided with the summary account sheets that support the general 

information in the budget document as a reference. In other words, just how much in a particular 

departmental unit within services and supplies is for travel, utilities, overtime, workers 

compensation consultants, etc.? How do salaries and benefits break down?  

 

When asked about the brevity and superficiality of review in past years, we have been told that 

the “staff visits the Board in their offices and answers all their questions.” This is an improper 

way for a public body to consider this important policy setting process for the taxing and 

expenditure of over half of a billion dollars per year. The public cannot be present in the Board 
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offices for these confidential sessions. Just how do things work at the program level? Are the 

performance measures real and expressive of operational efficiency and output?   

 

 

Item 22 - Formation of a Santa Maria Water Basin Fringe Area Groundwater 

Sustainability Area (GSA). The Board approved the formation unanimously.  The staff 

recommended and the Board approved that the County serve as the GSA for the Basin fringe 

areas that are not covered by the Santa Maria Water Basin adjudication (Santa Maria 

Management Area) or other jurisdictions pursuant to the State Groundwater Management Act 

(SGMA). 

 

Again as in the Budget item above, Supervisors Gibson and Hill have stated that the County 

Flood District/Water Agency should not fund SGMA planning for residents of unincorporated 

areas who are not taxing themselves for such work. The issue will be an item of major contention 

during the FY 2016-18 adoption process. 

 

 

Item 27 - Hearing to consider adoption of a resolution forming the Paso Basin – County of 

San Luis Obispo Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) pursuant to the State 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).  There were 13 public speakers, all in support of the 

Resolution. The Board unanimously approved the provisions for the County to serve as the 

groundwater sustainability agency (GSA) for those portions of the Paso Robles Water Basin that 

are not already included in another jurisdiction.  

 

Here again, Gibson and Hill asserted that the County Flood Control/Water District should not 

fund SGMA activities in unincorporated areas where the residents are not taxing themselves for 

the related costs. In the case of the Paso basin the issue is more pointed, in that the two 

Supervisors were very angry at the voters of the area who rejected the proposed AB 2453 water 

management district by a vote of almost 80%. The battle will be fought out at budget adoption 

time in June. 

 

EMERGING/ RELATED  ISSUE: The “Relinquishment” Issue Heating Up -  Will the 

Board relinquish its Groundwater Management Authority to the  New Estrella – El – 

Pomar – Creston Water District in the Paso Basin?  The 32,600-acre Estrella - El Pomar - 

Creston Water District has been approved by LAFCO and will almost certainly be approved by 

its sponsoring members. The main purpose of the district is to manage groundwater. One of the 

requirements of formation is that, since the County is already the groundwater management 

agency for the areas covered by the new district, it must relinquish that function to the district by 

a formal vote. At this point there is speculation (particularly by Hill and Gibson) that one or 

more Supervisors might vote against relinquishment. Failure of such a vote to pass would 

essentially vitiate the purpose of the proposed district. 

 

We had thought that in the normal course of the LAFCO process, that agreement would have 

already been obtained. Apparently under the law, the new entity making the relinquishment 

request must be legally in existence first in order to make such a request. In other LAFCO 

proceedings such as formation of a new city, the County, which is relinquishing revenues and 
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powers over what had formerly been unincorporated territory, and the new city incorporators 

must agree to all the terms and conditions prior to LAFCO approval and the actual vote of the 

people.  

 

Item 28 - Submittal of the 2014-2016 Biennial Summary Report of the Resource 

Management System (RMS) (Clerk’s File) that summarizes the condition of the following 

resources throughout the County: water supply and systems, wastewater treatment, roads 

and U.S. Highway 101 interchanges, air quality, parks, and schools. The Summary Report 

(statistics about resource inadequacies) was approved unanimously with minimal discussion. 

COLAB recommended that it be sent back to the Planning commission and staff for broader 

consideration and analysis. 

 

Background:  The RMS is a non-rigorous hodgepodge of data used ultimately to impose water 

moratoria, forestall housing development, and otherwise curtail investment in the future.  It is a 

kind of self-fulfilling prophecy system. It is one of the devices used to support the County’s 

overarching so-called “smart growth” policy, which is really a no growth policy.  

 

By way of background the staff recaps the purpose of the RMS:  

 

The Resource Management System (RMS) focuses on collecting data in order to avoid and 

correct resource deficiencies with regard to five essential resources: water supply, sewage 

disposal, schools, roads, and air quality. This information is compiled every two years in 

Biennial Resource Summary Report (RSR) that guides decisions about balancing development 

with the resources necessary to sustain such development. It focuses on collecting data, 

identifying resource problems, and recommending solutions. The RMS contains “triggers” to 

implement certain actions such as conservation or construction measures to avoid or correct 

resource deficiencies. These triggers are designated as Levels of Severity I, II and III, and are 

tied to generalized time frames to construct improvements or to enhance declining resources. 

The Resource Management System is explained in more detail in the Land Use Element – 

Framework for Planning, Chapter 3.  
 

Population growth and concomitant development are juxtaposed with analysis of resource 

availability to determine which areas should remain shut down or be shut down in the future. The 

key “resources” or problem areas assessed include: 

 

1. Water availability 

2. Sewage disposal capacity 

3. Road level of service (on the standard A-F scale) – particularly arterials and freeway    

interchanges 

4. Parks 

5. School classrooms/overcrowding 

6. Air Pollution  
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San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (APCD) Meeting of Wednesday, 

May 17, 2017 (Completed)  

 

General Public Comment For Matters Not on the Agenda.  Seven residents, who appeared to 

be mainly from the Trilogy Community on the Nipomo Mesa, showed up to plead for the APCD 

and the Board of Supervisors to take strong and immediate action to compel the State Parks 

department to reduce OTV riding on the windy days. This year has been extremely windy and 

the dust problem severe.  

 

Both the public speakers and Air Pollution Control Officer, Larry Allen, cited numerous 

violations by the State Parks Department of conditions of Dust Rule 1001 and conditions and 

process requirements of the court-ordered management agreement. Allen has started enforcement 

actions but was vague on what they are. He also apologized for not taking stronger actions 

sooner.  

 

Supervisor Hill (only he and Arnold were present, as the others were in Sacramento on business 

related to the State Budget and another legislative matters) lashed the State Parks Deparment for 

ten years of continued obfuscation, delay, posturing, and failure to deal with dust problem. 

 

He similarly chastised the APCD and the Board of Supervisors (he blamed the new 3 board 

majority) for not taking definitive action. 

 

It turns out that a new particle monitoring device has become available and the APCD has 

acquired some. These instruments can measure the quantities of carcinogenic silica PM10  sub 

particles much more accurately than older equipment. The reports from the lab on the first round 

of monitoring are due back soon. There is some speculation that the data would show 

exceedances, which would cause the State Air Resources Board to intervene. The APCD and 

impacted residents hope that State Parks will close certain emissive areas on days when there are 

large amounts of blowing dunes dust. 

 

Several Board members suggested that the time has come for the APCD to get beyond all the 

studies and measurements and do a definitive medical cluster study to determine if there are 

actual incidences of dust and PM10 related disease that would definitively show a harmful 

relationship between the dust and public health. COLAB suggested this several years ago in the 

Weekly Update. As a result the County Health Director was in the Board Room when the subject 

item came up on the agenda. She rejected the idea for legal reasons. 

 

Finally, the residents again raise the issue of the County simply closing the La Grande tract, 

which it owns and which is part of the riding area. 

 

We expect an expansive push on all of this as Hill summed up the problem as, “you just have to 

count to 3.” 

 

People who live north of the Santa Ynez Mountains in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo 

Counties live in an extremely windy zone. Except for sheltered valleys such as the one in which 

the old part of the City of San Luis Obispo lies or the valley where the City of Arroyo Grande 
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lies, most of the area is subject howling winds, especially in the spring. Remember, the old 

timers sited their houses in canyons and undulations to the south and east of the prevailing north 

westerlies.   

 

As the early 19
th

 Century English poet Percy Bysshe Shelley wrote in Ode to the West Wind: 

 

Wild Spirit, which art moving everywhere; 

Destroyer and preserver; hear, oh hear! 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item B-6: Independent Auditors Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2015-16.  The actual audit 

report was not an available agenda attachment. There was no hot link to the referenced Clerk’s 

file. 

 

Item B-8 - 2: Request for the APCD to execute a California Energy Commission Grant 

Agreement to prepare a Zero Emission Vehicle Readiness Implementation Plan for the Tri-

Counties.  The grant application was approved to authorize receipt of a State planning grant of 

$300,000 to plan for electric and hydrogen-fueled vehicle recharging stations. It is not clear if the 

grant is funded from your taxes or surcharges on your electric bill.  

 

Item C-1: Hearing to Accept Public Comments and Review the Proposed Fiscal Year 2017-

2018 Air Pollution Control District Budget.  The Board conducted the hearing on its proposed 

budget.  

 

  

COLAB IN DEPTH 
 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE 

LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES AND 

FORCES  

Dilbert Disses Global Warming; Liberal Heads 

Explode 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://dunescenter.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/700x260-wild.png&imgrefurl=http://dunescenter.org/visit-the-dunes/points-of-interest/guadalupe-nipomo-dunes-national-wildlife-refuge/&docid=Ky0vibcoA_KxfM&tbnid=D-51oFycuFifiM:&vet=10ahUKEwjtkff_zfrTAhUC32MKHWpwD0cQMwhUKCUwJQ..i&w=700&h=260&bih=643&biw=1366&q=nipomo dunes riding&ved=0ahUKEwjtkff_zfrTAhUC32MKHWpwD0cQMwhUKCUwJQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stevesatvrentals.com/home/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/PIER_1-700x300.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stevesatvrentals.com/home/oceano-dunes/&docid=wD9pDZsM1uPl3M&tbnid=15XMUAV2lJuLKM:&vet=10ahUKEwimgIa8zvrTAhVGHGMKHZl2C1M4rAIQMwgzKDAwMA..i&w=700&h=300&bih=643&biw=1366&q=nipomo dunes riding&ved=0ahUKEwimgIa8zvrTAhVGHGMKHZl2C1M4rAIQMwgzKDAwMA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1366&bih=643&q=Percy+Bysshe+Shelley&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MKooM0tR4gIxDcuTTJMqtGSyk630k_Lzs_XLizJLSlLz4svzi7KtEktLMvKLAMeIC1Y3AAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjO__WZzPrTAhVBGmMKHYNrDhUQmxMIpgEoATAT
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 Scott Adams has gone full-on climate denialist in his latest Dilbert strip, 

causing liberal heads to explode. 

By Mark Delingpole 

  

  

Some of his old fans just aren’t happy at this betrayal of The Cause: 

 

It’s a shame to see this as I used to think he was very funny. The Way of the Weasel was an 

awesome book. 

 

 It could be dementia – that is a thing that happens to people  

  

On Scott Adams, his comic strip and thought processes have pretty clearly jumped the shark 

 

The man has become a dangerous idiot. 

 

I guess 30-ish years of minor fame and a little bit of pussy took his brain for a ride. 

 

 

No doubt it is an accident of the pen. But the “climate scientist” in the cartoon bears more than a 

passing resemblance to Michael Mann, globally renowned inventor of the “Hockey Stick” and 

winner – or so he used to claim till he got rumbled – of the Nobel Prize. 

 

 

As Homer would say, this cartoon is funny because it’s true. In fact it sums up pretty much 

everything the layman needs to know about the state of climate “science” and how it abuses the 

public trust. 

 

http://media.breitbart.com/media/2017/05/dt170514.jpg
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So, it starts with truths which are widely accepted – “the basic science of physics and chemistry”. 

 

Then – like a street magician or a confidence trickster – it slips quickly from the realm of evident 

truth into a world of illusion: “We put that data into dozens of different climate models and 

ignore the ones that look wrong to us.” 

 

Anyone who questions this groupthink is labelled a “science denier.” 

 

But as Adams has grasped it has nothing to do with science. Rather it’s about the politically 

driven misapplication of models which have no real-world basis. 

 

This cartoon is by no means Adams’s first brush with WrongThink. 

 

In September last year, he caused more liberal heads to explode by publicly switching his 

allegiance from Hillary Clinton to Donald Trump. 

 

One of his cannier insights was that Trump’s bluster is actually a sign of emotional intelligence 

and deal-making skills rather than a sign – as the progressives continue to believe – that he is a 

dangerous lunatic. 

 

Trump “paces” the public – meaning he matches them in their emotional state, and then some. 

He does that with his extreme responses on immigration, fighting ISIS, stop-and-frisk, etc. Once 

Trump has established himself as the biggest bad-ass on the topic, he is free to “lead,” which we 

see him do by softening his deportation stand, limiting his stop-and-frisk comment to Chicago, 

reversing his first answer on penalties for abortion, and so on. If you are not trained in 

persuasion, Trump looks scary. If you understand pacing and leading, you might see him as the 

safest candidate who has ever gotten this close to the presidency. That’s how I see him. 

 

“Dilbert has gone fascist“, Salon’s Amanda Marcotte responded, with typical verve, wit and 

lightness of touch. 

 

Then in March this year, the jack-booted, blackshirted cartoonist caused further outrage by 

composing one of the best essays ever written as to why the claims of climate alarmists should 

be taken with a huge pinch of salt. 

 

It was titled How To Convince Skeptics That Climate Change Is A Problem. 

 

Here are two of my favorite entries: 

 

Don’t tell me how well your models predict the past. Tell me how many climate models have ever 

been created, since we started doing this sort of thing, and tell me how many have now been 

discarded because they didn’t predict correctly. If the answer is “All of the old ones failed and 

we were totally surprised because they were good at hindcasting,” then why would I trust the 

new ones? 

 

and 
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If skeptics make you retreat to Pascal’s Wager as your main argument for aggressively 

responding the climate change, please understand that you lost the debate. The world is full of 

risks that might happen. We don’t treat all of them as real. And we can’t rank any of these risks 

to know how to allocate our capital to the best path. Should we put a trillion dollars into climate 

remediation or use that money for a missile defense system to better protect us from North 

Korea? 

 

Needless to say, this also caused liberal heads to explode. Here’s a sample from one particularly 

virulent climate activist. 

 

None of Adams’ concepts are supported in any manner. He produces no research tied to it. 

There is no rigorous method applied to rationalize it. It’s little more than cultish ramblings 

validated by a small loyal following acquired through his previous success as a cartoonist. 

 

As Adams must be painfully aware by now, when you’re taking flak it means you’re over the 

target. Carry on Scott!  

 

This article by James Delingpole first appeared in the May 15, 2017 Brietbart Newsletter. James 

Mark Court Delingpole is an English columnist and novelist who has written for a number of 

publications, including the Daily Mail, Daily Express, The Times, The Daily Telegraph, and The 

Spectator.  

  

Struggling to make California affordable 

By Vince Fong 

 

                             
A housing tract in San Jose, Calif. (Photo: PBK-PG, via Shutterstock) 
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When California residents in the Bay Area making over $100,000 per year are considered “low 

income” and thereby eligible for government subsidies for housing, something is seriously 

wrong.  The San Jose Mercury News recently pointed out how this exacerbates the massive 

teacher shortages in the area.  Other reports show that a majority of Bay Area young 

professionals do not see themselves staying in the area because the cost of living is 

unsurmountable. Not a day goes by where I do not hear about the struggles in the Central Valley 

of being able to afford living and working in California. 

The issue of affordability is hitting critical mass in regions throughout the state.  However, 

Sacramento seems completely disconnected from this reality.  In fact, Sacramento has the entire 

state on the fast lane towards making California even more unaffordable. 

Not only are taxes and fees continuing to pile on at break-neck pace, but there is 

very little desire to curtail the significant cost impact of regulations enacted by 

state agencies. 

By now, people know that Sacramento Democrats passed the largest gas tax in state history—a 

12 cent increase to the gas tax, 20 cent increase to the diesel tax, and up to $175 increase in the 

vehicle license fee.  Now that the gas tax has passed, the legislature is moving on to extend an 

environmental program called cap-and-trade, which the non-partisan Legislative Analyst Office 

reported can impose an additional 73 cent increase per gallon of gasoline.  

But that is just the tip of the spear.  The California Taxpayers Association recently reported that 

California lawmakers have introduced $155 billion in higher taxes and fees—likely one of the 

highest ever identified by the Association. Working class and lower income families are often hit 

hardest by these proposals because they drive up the costs of basic needs, such as housing, 

driving, and groceries. 

Sacramento appears to be tone deaf to the needs of ordinary Californians. Not only are taxes and 

fees continuing to pile on at break-neck pace, but there is very little desire to curtail the 

significant cost impact of regulations enacted by state agencies. Vital industries in the Central 

Valley, which feed and power the entire state, are disproportionately suffering at the hands of 

unelected bureaucrats who continue to impose more costly regulations that further squeeze their 

ability to operate in California. 

Furthermore, the current California economy has not worked for families in the Central 

Valley.  The industries and sectors they depend on for their livelihood is taking the brunt of 

policies and regulations coming out of Sacramento. It has been clear that the Valley’s priorities 

and needs are continuing to be ignored as Sacramento layers on more taxes, fees, and regulatory 

cost burdens in favor of the agendas and special interests of coastal and urban communities. 
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In my capacity as the Vice Chair of the Transportation Committee, I fought the gas tax tooth and 

nail and also pushed common sense legislation requiring an important oversight committee over 

environmental regulations to consider basic economic costs of regulations ushered by the 

California Air Resources Board, which has been given blank check authority by the Legislature 

to enact regulations to meet a lofty greenhouse gas emission reduction target by 2030. This bill, 

AB 1301, was rejected out of hand in the first policy committee hearing. 

Sacramento is sending the wrong message to California families struggling to work and live 

here.  They expect their elected representatives to consider the real world impact of their 

policies.  We cannot continue to squeeze Californians as policies passed in Sacramento increase 

the cost of rent, food, electricity, gasoline and other basic necessities that affect our quality of 

life. Under the status quo, affording to live and work in California will continue to be further out 

of reach for more and more residents. 

As we enter a period on the legislative calendar where Sacramento lawmakers will be voting on 

hundreds of policy proposals, we must first and foremost evaluate these bills through the lens of 

affordability.  We must change courses quickly in order to ensure that all Californians today 

and tomorrow can thrive in our state. 

— 

Assemblyman Vince Fong, R-Kern County, is the vice chair of the Assembly Transportation 

Committee and serves as the Chief Republican Whip. This article first appeared in the May 4, 

2017 edition of Capitol Weekly.  

  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
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ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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