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  COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF MAY 1 - 7, 2017 

 

 

THIS WEEK 

 

STAFF VESTED IN THE DROUGHT    

 

 INTERIM PLANNING DIRECTOR HIRED FROM 

OUTSIDE 
NATIONAL SEARCH FOR PERMANENT DIR. UNDERWAY 

 

BIG NEW $3 MILLION SALINAS RIVER BASIN 

STUDY TO BE LAUNCHED WITH FEDS                                         
IMPACT NOT SO CLEAR – MORE DATA/MORE TROUBLE?  

 

ATASCADERO/TEMPLETON GROUNDWATER 

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY FORMED 

 

135,000 ACRE SAN JUAN – SHANDON WATER 

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT VOTE APPROVED 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

CALIFORNIA FUEL COST FORUM - THURSDAY 

MAY 4, 2017 - MADONNA INN ROUND ROOM – 

SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 22 IN 

ANNOUNCEMENTS /RSVP INFO 
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LAST WEEK 

 

NO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION LIGHT 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH  

EARTH DAY EXPOSED                   
(SEE PAGE 12)                      

SLO COUNTY’S TAX-SUPPORTED EARTH DAY 

CHARLATANS 

BY MIKE BROWN 

EARTH DAY HAS BECOME POLLUTED BY 

IDEOLOGY AND IGNORANCE 

BY  

HENRY I. MILLER AND JEFF STIER   

 

THE GREEN CULT’S HOLY WEEK              

THE LEFT'S RELIGION OF DESTRUCTION ON FULL 

DISPLAY  

BY BRUCE THORNTON 

http://www.learnliberty.org/speakers/henry-i-miller/
http://www.learnliberty.org/speakers/jeff-stier/
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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, May 2, 2017 (Scheduled) 

 

Item 2 - Drought Report.  The staff is seeking ways to maintain the drought emergency even 

though the Governor has declared that the drought emergency is over. The point is that once 

regulations are adopted they never go away, and the ultimate purpose is to erode your property 

rights and devalue everything so that the government can take it all over. The perpetuation of the 

drought is yet another example of this strategy. 

 

A good example of the staff reasoning is contained in the following paragraph from this month’s 

Public Works Department Drought report. 

 

The Governor’s proclamation rescinds the County emergency ordinance, adopted on August 12, 

2014, limiting outdoor watering to two days a week Mondays and Thursdays for County Services 

Areas (CSA) 23, 16, and 10A. Staff is beginning the process of replacing the drought restrictions 

notification signs in each of the CSAs with new signs that encourage water conservation as a 

way of life, consistent with State requirements. 

 

Why are the County bureaucrats allowed to decide what constitutes your “way of life”? This is 

an example of the utter arrogance and unreality which has typifies their thinking. What if next 

week they decide that bacon or red meat is bad for you?  

 

In the end and given lack of sufficient storage as well as a growing population over the long 

term, you should be impatient and demand real solutions instead of palliative statements. 

 

Check out the following weasel-worded statement, also from the report: 

 

As drought conditions continue to improve, staff anticipates making a recommendation to the 

Board to terminate the Proclamation of Local Emergency due to drought conditions during the 

May 23 Board update. However, staff recognizes that continued response activities will be 

needed to manage the lingering drought impacts within and throughout the county beyond 

termination of the Proclamation of Local Emergency including continuing efforts at building 

resiliency for the future as well as other challenges.  

 

April 17, 2017 Reservoir Levels: 
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Key California Reservoirs Reach Capacity 
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Item 3 - Interim Planning Director.  The Board is being requested to appoint Marvin Rose, the 

former Public Works Director of Sunnyvale as interim Planning and Building Director while it 

conducts a national search for a permanent director. Jim Bergman, who had served as director for 

several years, resigned to become City Manager of Arroyo Grande. He had been a Planner in 

Arroyo Grande some years ago. Rose served as the County’s interim Community Services 

Director in 2015. 

 

The Planning Director job in SLO County is not particularly interesting because there is no 

strategic planning and most work is geared toward processing permitting applications. The 

mindset is based on the theory that there are a finite number of resources in terms of water, land 

availability, road capacity, and air shed capacity. This combined with the fact that both increased 

density and so-called “sprawl” are opposed generally, leaves the department with nothing to plan 

(except more regulations). 

 

For example, officials have given lip service to the need to expand the housing supply, but 

nothing ever happens. Most of the unincorporated county is locked down under a variety of 

moratoria, growth management limits, and the inability to fund capital infrastructure without 
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adopting new taxes and more fees. The impending demise of the Diablo Nuclear Power Plan and 

the denial of various industrial projects do not bode well for economic growth. 

 

 

Item 4 - Car Rentals at the Airport.  The new airport terminal building will begin operation 

this fall. For this reason the County is updating the rental agreements with the 4 companies 

currently serving the airport. There are some rate increases and new facilities. Strangely, the item 

does not indicate how much the County currently receives or how much it would expect to 

receive under the new agreements. The revenue is a component of airport operational revenue. 

 

  

  
 

Item 8 - Owner/voters approve Shandon San Juan Water District.  The district is being 

created to allow the owners to control the planning and implementation of the SGMA plan for 

their area. The election official must certify the vote, which in turn must be approved by the 

Board of Supervisors. Final formation is still subject to Prop 218 assessment vote, which is likely 

to be approved since all the members are volunteers who support the district formation. 
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Item 17 - Salinas River Study.  The County will partner with the United States Department of 

Interior, Bureau of Reclamation to conduct a $3,320,288 basin study of the Salinas and Carmel 

Rivers. The cost sharing is 50/50. The County has been deemed to have already generated most 

of its share because of the prior Paso Basin studies which it has completed, including a 

supplemental water supply options study and the Paso Basin ground water model, which has had 

several iterations. 

 

Of more concern is how will the data from the study be used to affect future County water 

policy? In this regard the write-up states in part: 

 

 Technical analysis to integrate multiple models. 

 

 Estimating hydrologic scenarios under variable climate scenarios consistently 

across basins.  

 

 Updating water balance information under future scenarios consistent with SGMA 

requirements (e.g. at least a 50-year horizon.)  

 

 Developing adaptation and mitigation strategies to meet current and future water 

demands in a way that considers the relationships between neighboring basins, 

facilitates negotiations between Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) and 

identifies additional opportunities utilizing Salinas Dam and Reservoir.  

 

 Providing the structure for inter-GSA coordination on technical issues. 
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The narrative goes on to say: 

 

A Basin Study is a collaborative study, at least 50% cost-shared with non-Federal partners, to 

evaluate the impacts of climate change and help ensure sustainable water supplies by identifying 

strategies to address imbalances in water supply and demand. The non-Federal partners for the 

Salinas and Carmel Rivers Basin Study are the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and 

Water Conservation District (District), Monterey County Water Resources Agency, Monterey 

Regional Water Pollution Control Agency, and the Monterey Peninsula Water Management 

District. Much of the technical work would be performed by Reclamation.  

 

More of your tax money is going to yet another huge study. At this point the basin is under a 

moratorium and subject to the SGMA planning. Now what? 

 

Item 28 - Atascadero Ground Water Sustainability Agency (GSA).  Per the State 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), the Board is voting on adoption of a memorandum of 

agreement (MOA) creating the new GSA. 

 

  
  

The structure and membership are illustrated in the diagram above. Voting and funding are per 

the table below: 
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Finances:  

The costs associated with GSA formation efforts in the high and medium priority basins are 

included in the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District’s Flood 

Control General fiscal year (FY) 2016-17 budget. Costs associated with GSA administration and 

technical studies in areas of basins that are represented by the County for the purposes of SGMA 

compliance, including the Atascadero Basin, will be included in the proposed FY 2017-18 

budget. Preliminary cost estimates for the County’s share of efforts in the Atascadero Basin is 

$16,000 per year for five years, with a total GSP and GSA participation cost over 5 years 

currently estimated at $500,000, shared by all voting participants.  

 

Geographic Area: 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
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No Board of Supervisors Meeting Scheduled for Tuesday, April 25, 2017  

 

No meeting was scheduled as Tuesday, April 25
th

 was a 4
th

 Tuesday. Hope you enjoyed the 

respite.  

 

 

Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday, April 27, 2017 (Completed) 

 

Item 9 - Development Plan/Coastal Development Permit to: 1) allow relocation of a public 

trail to the neighboring property to the west by amending the trail’s legal description in the 

existing access easement (Cave Landing easement), and 2) allow construction of a trail in 

the new trail alignment. The relocated trail is proposed as a 5 foot-wide rural pedestrian 

trail with signage, dodgeway access features, and private property line fencing and signage. 

The project will result in the disturbance of approximately 23,000 square feet for the 

construction of the trail, on two parcels totaling 62.66 acres. The Commission, after much 

wrangling, approved the new trail on a vote of 4/0 (Commissioner Del Campo was absent). 

There were a number of public speakers who made it clear that their real objective is to 

ultimately deny the McCarthy’s the ability to construct their home. Fortunately the Commission 

was able to keep the focus on the trail issue and not conflate the home and trail into an 

impossible Gordian knot.  

 

Even so, the conditions related to the trail, fencing, maintenance, and so forth are oppressive and 

outrageous. Moreover the site is so steep that there should be no trail at all. In fact at the end of 

the meeting, the Commission added a requirement that the McCarthy’s build a side trail to an 

overlook to be constructed at their expense! 

 

The McCarthy’s seem to have an unbelievable will and tenacity (not to mention financial ability) 

to continue. The Coastal Commission and the County will now have to deal with the permit for 

the home. The various steps in their long saga are well documented, and we hope that justice 

prevails in the end. The County and the Coastal Commission should be sued and should have to 

pay millions in delays, damages, and suffering for their arbitrary interference. The taxpayers 

should then form a consortium and sue the individual officials involved. Even if the McCarthy’s 

are ultimately able to build the home, the record demonstrates a government taking, and the 

current and past executives and elected officials who allow this to happen should be severely 

punished for their wrongdoing. 

 

Background:  This item is a subcomponent of a story that illustrates how County Planning laws 

and State Coastal Act laws have become unreasonable and subject to staff and intervener 

manipulation. In this case, a family (the McCarthy’s) wishes to build a home on a bluff 

overlooking the ocean on Cave Landing Road above Avila Beach. The home design is very 

contemporary and calculated to take advantage of the views and ambiance of the site. The 

County and Coastal Commission have put them through hell for years even though the lot is 

zoned for a single-family home and meets all the requirements. Processing delays, studies, 

reworked applications, and opposition have characterized the processing. The costs to the 

applicants must be extraordinary. 
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Historically, there has been a hiking trial across the very steep property. At some point the 

powers that be determined that the trail needed to be relocated and rebuilt, and of course, at the 

applicant’s cost. After considerable time and delay back and forth the County and applicant came 

to an agreement. But then a group claiming to represent Native Americans demanded further 

changes, and the staff was required to confer with the representatives. Even after the completion 

of that process the staff has remained wishy-washy about the conclusion. 

 

The Native Americans have continued to express lingering concerns regarding the location of a 

couple segments of the trail and their relation to cultural resource sites. The location of the trail 

in these locations is intended to be outside any mapped resource sites. Due to the heavy 

vegetation and the need to cross some steep slopes, confirmation of site boundaries could not be 

verified during the recent site visit. Staff is recommending confirmation surveys in locations in 

close proximity to identified  resources prior to finalizing the new easement and trail location in 

those areas. Based on the confirmation surveys, the alignment can be adjusted slightly in order 

to provide an adequate buffer from the cultural sites. This has been included in revised 

conditions of approval. 

 

Members of the public also raised concerns about potential impacts to biological resources. The 

applicant is currently having a biologist conduct a spring season update to the existing 

biological report that also addresses the revised alignment to verify that the new alignment will 

not impact any sensitive biological resources. Staff will update the Commission at the hearing, 

on the results of the biological report. 

 

The staff did recommend that the Commission approve the new alignment, but obviously left the 

door open to future harassment and trouble later on. 

 

It is hoped that settlement of the trail issue could help induce the Coastal Commission to approve 

the project, as the trail comports with the Commission’s main mission, which is to promote and 

protect access to the coast.  
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The issue goes beyond the McCarthy application, pertaining to property rights in general and the 

integrity of local government land use plans and zoning. At this point in the evolution of extreme 

government expansion and interference, zoning is simply a condition which allows property 

owners to roll the dice.  

 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH            
In fighting the troublesome, local day-to-day assaults on our freedom and property, it is also 

important to keep in mind the larger underlying ideological, political, and economic causes and 

forces  

EARTH DAY EXPOSED 

 

 

SLO COUNTY’S TAX-SUPPORTED EARTH DAY 

CHARLATANS 

By Mike Brown 

During this past weekend in San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Monica, Davis, Berkeley, 

and elsewhere across California’s leftist archipelago we were again subjected to the annual day 

of indoctrination or ersatz pagan right of spring known has Earth Day.  

The event content, usually billed as a festival, provides exhibits by government agencies, not-for-

profit environmental groups, and vendors of “green” products and services. The usual fare 

includes entertainment in the form of some local bands and rituals conducted by self-appointed 

shamans claiming sacred status on the basis of their alleged ethnicity and superior mystical 

insights. Attendees are encouraged to arrive by bike, mass transit, or other non-polluting 

conveyance. 
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The festivals are partially sponsored by government agencies, vendors, and businesses 

attempting to project an “environmental” corporate ethos.  These supporters’ logos and 

government seals are prominently displayed on promotional materials and during the actual 

events. Government agencies donate the use of parks and other facilities as the venues. 

Occasionally a mayor or county supervisor will drop by for a few minutes during the busiest time 

to pay homage and pledge support for a green future without fossil fuels and industrial facilities.  

It is doubtful that individuals and organizations which question the prevalent revealed green 

enviro-socialist doctrine would be invited or granted equal time and space, even though the 

events are being conducted on public facilities supported by all taxpayers. This lapse, at a 

minimum, would seem to require that the donating/supporting public agencies clearly stipulate 

publicly in advance that the festivals are open and that the sponsors must provide opportunity for 

contrary opinion and representation.    

The SLO Earth Day Alliance, a not-for-profit which runs the local version, states on its website 

that it will reject any applicant for a booth or display for any reason. Mind you, this event was 

conducted on El Chorro Regional Park, a tax supported San Luis Obispo County-owned and 

operated facility. What if the North County Tea Party applied for a booth, paid the fee, and was 

rejected? 

Tax funded government sponsors listed on the Alliance website include the City of San Luis 

Obispo, the Regional Transit Authority, the County Parks Department, SLO Transit, and the City 

of Paso Robles. 

Government exhibitors included: EmPower SLO (a County run energy loan program); First Five 

San Luis Obispo County, (a county run children’s program); County of SLO Public Libraries; 

City of SLO Public Utilities, the SLO County Integrated Waste Management Authority, and the 

Questa Sustainable Resource Center. Were the government staff  people who manned these 

exhibits paid on the clock (by the tax payers) or did they volunteer?  If they volunteered were 

they management employees exempt from overtime? After all, the event was on Saturday. Or 

were they rank and file employees who worked on the clock and received overtime pay? 

Other featured exhibitors, whose key missions are not exactly 

environmental education, included the Atheists United SLO, The SLO 

County Cannabis Business Association, SLO Mothers for Peace, and 

the SLO Democratic Party. Also listed were the usual suspects, 

including the Sierra Club, Surf Rider Foundation, ECOSLO, and the 

SLO County Botanical Garden, as well as a number of commercial 

vendors. 

The SLO Earth Day Alliance, in outlining the theme of the event 

(People, Planet, and Peace), states:                                                               The Scammers’ Logo 

http://earthdayalliance.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/16864676_10154969698904870_6688813526864836798_n.jpg
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People –  There is only one race, the human race. it is important to value cultural, ethnic, racial, 

sexual, religious and spiritual diversity, and to promote the development of respectful 

relationships across the human spectrum.  We all should be helpful to those around us. 

Especially the strongest need to help those in greatest need. People are symbolized with the 

Earth in our hands; we must encourage respect for all life forms, and increase attention to the 

preservation of biodiversity                                                                                                   

Planet –  People are the stewards of the planet and our responsibility is not only for creation 

care, but also to protect and celebrate earth’s environment. We need to teach our children to 

have an understanding of the earth based on science, that all living things are interconnected 

and anything we do to that web of life we ultimately do to ourselves. Planet is symbolized as the 

Earth which everything revolves around; we need to give and live with love, respect and 

gratitude for all Earth’s creations. 

Obviously, many of the sentiments stated here have been components of religious, philosophical, 

scientific, and ethical thinking throughout the world and in many cultures for millennia. But 

disturbingly, part three of the theme statement attacks our national defense in the most pejorative 

terms ( especially the highlighted sentence below): 

 Peace – Our country’s long wars and worldwide military presence are immoral and 

unsustainable (our emphasis). World Peace doesn’t just mean for all to be in a place where 

there is no violence or war, it means for all creation to have the ability to be calm in heart and 

mind. It’s mutually beneficial to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another 

as good neighbors. Peace is symbolized as the Earth’s water; we must strive to thrive with peace 

and clean water for all.  

Just why are “our country’s long wars and worldwide presence immoral and unsustainable”?   

Hogwash!  Were it not for our successful and bloody sacrifices in these wars, we would not have 

the freedom to conduct Earth Day. In all likelihood, and in most of the regimes that have fought 

wars against the United States, the Earth Day Alliance people would be taken out and shot. 

Was the American Civil War to free the slaves immoral and unsustainable? The Confederacy 

never would have given up if Union General Sherman hadn’t burned half of Georgia and South 

Carolina to the ground. How about War I to stop the German Kaiser and Austro-Hungarian 

Empire from conquering Europe? Or what about the Korean War in 1950’s to stop the current 

North Korean dictator/warlord’s grandfather, Kim Il-sung, from enslaving the democratic and 

capitalistic South Koreans? Was it OK that, in the vacuum created by the US abandonment of 
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South Viet Nam, that the Cambodian dictator Pol Pot committed genocide against 3 million of 

his own people? Was it OK for the trained soldiers of Al-Qaeda to seize commercial airliners and 

fly them into office buildings in New York City, killing thousands of innocent civilians and 

responding public safety officers? And what if Korea’s current dictator Kim Jong-un is 

successful in mating nuclear bombs with long range ICBMs? Are the Earth Day Alliance and its 

supporters suggesting that we ignore them? Or that we not counter these acts of aggression? Or 

that we not be prepared to defend ourselves?  

Was the long war to destroy Nazi Germany immoral and unsustainable? Or what about the long 

cold war, which ended in the collapse of the murderous and genocidal Soviet dictatorship? Was 

Hitler (backed by tens of millions of compliant and supporting Germans) practicing tolerance 

and peace? Could millions of Jews and other captive peoples been saved if England and the 

United States were not isolationist and pacifist in the 1930’s and, as a result, on their military 

heels in the early years of the war? Had they been better armed and prepared, they could have 

surgically bombed the sections of the death camps which included rail junctions, gas chambers, 

and crematoria at Auschwitz, Treblinka, and the others, thus saving the lives of millions of 

innocent victims.   

What exactly is “immoral and unsustainable” about defending our families and homes or 

rescuing victims from genocidal dictators? 

The Earth Day charlatans’ political science is even worse than their so-called natural science. 

Taxpayer-supported public agencies shouldn’t be supporting them. 

Mike Brown is the Government Affairs Director of the Coalition of Labor Agriculture and 

Business (COLAB) of San Luis Obispo County. He had a 42-year career as a city manager and 

county executive officer in 4 states including California. He can be reached at 

mike@colabslo.org.   

 

EARTH DAY HAS BECOME POLLUTED BY 

IDEOLOGY AND IGNORANCE 

By  

HENRY I. MILLER AND JEFF STIER  

 

The first Earth Day celebration was conceived by then-US senator Gaylord Nelson and held in 

1970 as a “symbol of environmental responsibility and stewardship.” In the spirit of the time, it 

mailto:mike@colabslo.org
http://www.learnliberty.org/speakers/henry-i-miller/
http://www.learnliberty.org/speakers/jeff-stier/
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was a touchy-feely, consciousness-raising, New Age experience, and most activities were 

organized at the grassroots level. 

In recent years, Earth Day has evolved into an occasion for environmental Cassandras to 

prophesy apocalypse, dish antitechnology dirt, and proselytize. Passion and zeal routinely trump 

science, and provability takes a back seat to plausibility. 

Instead of a genuine concern for nature, many of those stumping for Earth Day this April 22 will 

share opposition to environment-friendly advances in science and technology, such as 

agricultural biotechnology, fracking, and nuclear power. Another pervasive sentiment will be 

disdain for the capitalist system that provides the resources to expend on environmental 

protection and conservation. (It’s no coincidence that poor countries tend to be the most 

polluted.) 

Distortion of Science 

The Earth Day Network, which organizes Earth Day events and advocacy, regularly distorts 

science to advance its cynical agenda. This year’s event, ironically enough, is dedicated to 

“Environmental & Climate Literacy,” which is indeed sorely needed, given Earth Day’s 

manipulation and misappropriation of our commitment to protecting the environment. 

Consider, for example, the network’s disingenuousness about fracking: “Fracking causes a lot of 

environmental harm and poses a threat to the health of a population near a fracking site due to 

contaminated water and the increased risk of asthma and other respiratory illnesses.” In 2011, 

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson conceded that she was “not aware of any proven case where the 

fracking process itself has affected water.” 

In 2013, Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz said he had “not seen any evidence of fracking per se 

contaminating groundwater.” And just last year, the Obama EPA released the findings of its 

major report on fracking, which relied on 950 sources and was expected by activists to make the 

case against the technology. 

The report was unable to cite any confirmed cases of water contamination. Under pressure from 

left-liberal members of Congress in the waning days of the Obama administration, the EPA 

changed the scientific conclusion of the draft report, which originally stated that there was “no 

systemic effect” on drinking water as a result of fracking. 

Without any additional science or cases of contamination, EPA officials who sought to paint 

fracking in the worst possible light but who were confronted by the paucity of documented 

contamination wrote that, in “limited cases,” such as in a rare fracking fluid spill, contamination 

could take place. In other words, not unlike riding your bike through New York’s Central Park, 

fracking is not a zero-risk proposition. 

Earth Day organizers and others pushing for across-the-board fracking bans rather than 

reasonable safeguards wish to “educate” us about the environment by suggesting that we should 

get our energy without any risk whatsoever. 

Environmental Indoctrination of Children 

Even those who can forgive these activists for pressuring regulators and members of Congress to 

cook the books on scientific reports may be troubled by their campaign to indoctrinate students. 

http://www.learnliberty.org/blog/hydraulic-fracturing-and-the-ultimate-resource/
http://www.learnliberty.org/blog/failing-better-what-we-learn-by-confronting-risk-and-uncertainty/
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A few years ago, seventh graders at a tony private school near San Francisco were given an 

unusual Earth Day assignment: make a list of environmental projects that could be accomplished 

with Bill Gates’s fortune. This approach to environmental awareness fits in well with the 

“progressive” worldview that the right to private property is subsidiary to undertakings that 

others think are worthwhile — the redistributive theory of society. 

And how interesting that the resources made “available” for the students’ thought experiment 

were not, say, the aggregate net worth of the members of Congress but the wealth of one of the 

nation’s most successful, most innovative entrepreneurs. 

Rachel Carson’s Egregious Lies 

Another Earth Day assignment for those same students was to read Rachel Carson’s best-selling 

1962 book Silent Spring, an emotionally charged but deeply flawed excoriation of the 

widespread spraying of chemical pesticides for the control of insects. As described by Roger 

Meiners and Andy Morriss in their scholarly yet eminently readable 2012 analysis, “Silent 

Spring at 50: Reflections on an Environmental Classic,” Carson exploited her reputation as a 

well-known nature writer to advocate and legitimatize “positions linked to a darker tradition in 

American environmental thinking: neo-Malthusian population control and anti-technology 

efforts.” 

Carson’s proselytizing and advocacy led to the virtual banning of DDT and to restrictions on 

other chemical pesticides even though Silent Spring was replete with gross misrepresentations 

and scholarship so atrocious that if Carson were an academic, she would be guilty of egregious 

misconduct. Carson’s observations about DDT were meticulously rebutted point by point by Dr. 

J. Gordon Edwards, a professor of entomology at San Jose State University, a longtime member 

of the Sierra Club and the Audubon Society, and a fellow of the California Academy of Sciences. 

In his stunning 1992 essay, “The Lies of Rachel Carson,” Edwards demolished her arguments 

and assertions and called attention to critical omissions, faulty assumptions, and outright 

fabrications. Consider this from Edwards: 

This implication that DDT is horribly deadly is completely false. Human volunteers have 

ingested as much as 35 milligrams of it a day for nearly two years and suffered no adverse 

effects. Millions of people have lived with DDT intimately during the mosquito spray programs 

and nobody even got sick as a result. The National Academy of Sciences concluded in 1965 that 

“in a little more than two decades, DDT has prevented 500 million [human] deaths that would 

otherwise have been inevitable.” The World Health Organization stated that DDT had “killed 

more insects and saved more people than any other substance.” 

Meiners and Morriss conclude correctly that the influence of Silent Spring “encourages some of 

the most destructive strains within environmentalism: alarmism, technophobia, failure to 

consider the costs and benefits of alternatives, and the discounting of human well-being around 

the world.” Sounds like the doctrine of the organizers of this year’s Earth Day. 

Ecofundamentalism 

One of the United Kingdom’s great contemporary thinkers, Dick Taverne, aka Lord Taverne of 

Pimlico, discusses the shortcomings of New Age philosophy in his perspicacious book, The 

March of Unreason. Taverne deplores the “new kind of fundamentalism” that has infiltrated 

many environmentalist campaigns — an undiscriminating back-to-nature movement that views 

https://perc.org/sites/default/files/ps51.pdf
https://perc.org/sites/default/files/ps51.pdf
http://www.21stcenturysciencetech.com/articles/summ02/Carson.html
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science and technology as the enemy and as a manifestation of an exploitative, rapacious, and 

reductionist attitude toward nature. It is no coincidence, he believes, that ecofundamentalists are 

strongly represented in antiglobalization and anticapitalism demonstrations worldwide. 

Ecofundamentalists are strongly represented in antiglobalization and anticapitalism demonstrations 

worldwide. 

In this, Taverne echoes the late physician and novelist Michael Crichton, who argued in his 

much-acclaimed novel State of Fear that ecofundamentalists have reinterpreted traditional 

Judeo-Christian beliefs and myths and made a religion of environmentalism. This religion has its 

own Eden and paradise, where mankind lived in a state of grace and unity with nature until 

mankind’s fall, which came not after eating a forbidden fruit, but after partaking of the forbidden 

tree of knowledge — that is, science. This religion also has a judgment day to come for us in this 

polluted world — all of us, that is, except for true environmentalists, who will be saved by 

achieving “sustainability.” 

Environmental Alarmism 

One of Crichton’s characters argues that since the end of the Cold War, environmental alarmism 

in Western nations has filled the void left by the disappearance of the terror of communism and 

nuclear holocaust, and that social control is now maintained by highly exaggerated fears about 

pollution, global warming, chemicals, genetic engineering, and the like. With the military-

industrial complex no longer the primary driver of society, the politico-legal-media complex has 

replaced it. 

This politico-legal-media complex peddles fear in the guise of promoting safety. French writer 

and philosopher Pascal Bruckner captured its tone nicely: “You’ll get what you’ve got coming! 

That is the death wish that our misanthropes address to us. These are not great souls who alert us 

to troubles but tiny minds who wish us suffering if we have the presumption to refuse to listen to 

them. Catastrophe is not their fear but their joy.” 

The tiny-minded misanthropes have enjoyed some dubious “successes.” They have effectively 

banished agricultural biotechnology from Europe, put the chemical industry on the run, and 

placed the pharmaceutical industry in their crosshairs. 

Lord Taverne believes these are ominous trends that are contrary to the principles of the 

Enlightenment, returning us to an era in which inherited dogma and superstition took precedence 

over experimental data. Not only do the practices of ecofundamentalism retard technologies and 

the availability of products which, used responsibly, could dramatically improve and extend 

many lives and protect the environment, but they strangle scientific creativity and technological 

innovation. 

A Defense of Science, Reason, and Democracy 

With Congress, the administration, and many Americans now firmly on the side of more 

sensible, more limited regulation, it would behoove the Earth Day activists to collaborate in good 

faith and to support advances in environment-friendly technologies and business models. Among 

these, we would include ridesharing services, Airbnb, modern genetic engineering applied to 

agriculture, and state-of-the art agricultural chemicals, all of which enable us to do more with 

less but have been vilified by activists. 

http://www.learnliberty.org/blog/the-shared-experiences-of-the-sharing-economy/
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We are not sufficiently naïve to expect that to happen. Rather, we suspect that activists’ 

ecofundamentalism will continue to undermine the health of civilized society and of democracy. 

Lord Taverne observed that when you defend science and reason, you defend democracy itself. 

Well said, Milord, and happy Earth Day to you. 

When you defend science and reason, you defend democracy itself. 

Henry I. Miller, a physician and molecular biologist, is the Robert Wesson Fellow in Scientific 

Philosophy and Public Policy at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution. He was the founding 

director of the FDA’s Office of Biotechnology. Jeff Stier is a senior fellow at the National Center 

for Public Policy Research in Washington, DC, and heads its Risk Analysis Division. 

 

THE GREEN CULT’S HOLY WEEK 

THE LEFT'S RELIGION OF DESTRUCTION ON FULL 

DISPLAY  

BY BRUCE THORNTON 

 

Hard upon Passover and Easter Week comes the two high holy days for the Green Cult, last 

Saturday’s Earth Day, and next Saturday’s People’s Climate March. This two-bit nature-worship 

calls itself “environmentalism,” but like another pseudo-science that ravaged the modern world, 

Marxism, this “ism” is definitely a “wasm,” its contradictions, hypocrisies, and cognitive 

incoherence patent. But just as Marx’s poltergeist lives on in various collectivists ideologies, 

environmentalism exacts a huge cost from those who can least afford it. 

Resource management is an obvious imperative for human beings. We are practically and 

morally obliged to use nature in such a way that we maximize benefits for all people, and leave 

for those who come after us the resources for maintaining and improving their lives. Our earthly 

home is not the wild, the untouched nature that excites our romantic sensibilities, but the garden. 

We develop and improve nature so that people can survive, but also have clean air and water, 

and find aesthetic pleasure and solace in its beauty. But nature per se has no intrinsic value or 

meaning. Nature is matter and the laws of physics, literally inhuman and meaningless. It is 

indifferent to us, this one species of millions, most of which have disappeared. We give meaning 

and value to nature, because we are conscious of our uniqueness and its necessary end. Thus 

nature’s importance rests solely on how it sustains and benefits human beings. 

Until the modern world and the development of revolutionary technologies that freed us from 

nature’s cruelty, people rarely idealized nature. The hard task of providing food made our 

relationship to nature an adversarial one, and our efforts often failed. It wasn’t until 

improvements in agricultural techniques in the 18
th

 century began to liberate more and more 
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people from this drudgery. As late as the early 20
th

 century the majority of people farmed. Today 

two people produce food for a hundred. Freed from the harsh and destructive forces of nature, we 

began to idealize it. Taking for granted a steady supply of abundant, nutritious, and safe food, 

protected from nature’s daily cruelty and violence, we indulge fantasies of “harmony” with 

nature, and curse our encroachments on it. We have turned what Joseph Conrad called a “the 

shackled form of a conquered monster” into a house-pet. 

Industrial capitalism, of course, and its soul-killing technologies are the villains responsible for a 

modern world that pollutes for profit and ravages mother earth. This stance is blatantly 

hypocritical, since most of us today would not last five minutes without the technologies that 

have given us clean water, abundant food, and protection from nature’s fury. Idealizing nature is 

a luxury of the well fed who don’t have to wrestle sustenance from a harsh indifferent 

environment.  

Worse yet, environmentalism has become the ally of post-Marxist leftism, since both find an 

enemy in free-market capitalism. Raymond Aron explains why: capitalism “has succeeded by 

means which were not laid down in the revolutionary code. Prosperity, power, the tendency 

towards uniformity of economic conditions––these results have been achieved by private 

initiative, by competition, rather than State intervention, in other words by capitalism.” That’s 

why at every G8, International Monetary Fund, and World Bank protest, the Greenpeace flag can 

be seen waving side-by-side with the hammer and sickle. Anything that undermines the politico-

economic order that kicked Marxism into the dustbin of history is collectivism’s ally. 

More perniciously, for secularized moderns who have abandoned traditional faith, 

environmentalism provides an easy, status-rich substitute. Like Christianity, environmentalism 

provides a meaningful narrative that separates the sheep from the goats, the enlightened, morally 

superior saved from the greedy, sinful damned. It has an original sin: the industrial capitalism 

that banished us from our natural garden and subjected us to the alienation of our “air 

conditioned nightmare.” It has its ritual celebrations like Earth Day, its sacraments like recycling 

our waste and buying electric cars, and its eschatology: the inevitable destruction of the planet 

caused by our wanton desecration of nature’s temple. This is the religion taught in our schools 

every day, even as the Judeo-Christian foundations of our civilization are banished from the 

classroom. 

People can believe what they want, no matter how wacky the faith may be. But 

environmentalism has disguised itself as science, and as such has managed to create policies 

harming millions of people across the globe. Rachel Carson’s war against DDT ended up killing 

millions of Africa who were deprived of the insecticide that controlled malaria-bearing 

mosquitoes. The reactionary war against GMOs and “Frankenfoods” is preventing peoples in the 

developing world from feeding more people with less land and pesticides, and denying them 

nutritional additives in food that could prevent diseases like rickets. And now the “climate 

change” alarmists’ war on coal makes it harder to electrify those parts of the world still 

dependent on wood or dung for fuel, the use of which kills four million people a year. 
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The global warming cult is particularly destructive to economic development. About 1.2 billion 

in the world people do not have electricity, making it harder to obtain clean water, develop their 

economies, or even cook their food without damaging their lungs with smoke. In the rich West, 

the pipe-dream of renewable energy has boosted the cost of electricity, worsening energy poverty 

in states like California, where a million people spend more than 10 percent of their income on 

energy. The high cost of gas and electricity because of environmental regulations amounts to a 

regressive tax on the poor, who are hit the hardest. In sweltering San Joaquin Valley counties 

like Madera and Tulare, energy poverty rates are 15 percent, compared to 3-4 percent in cool, 

deep-blue coastal enclaves. Impoverished Kings County averages over $500 a month in electric 

bills, while tony Marin Country, with an average income twice that of Kings County averages 

$200.  

The final insult of the Green Cult is its claims that science, not gratifying myths, lies behind its 

destructive policies. The claims of a “scientific consensus” on the truth of human-generated 

apocalyptic global warming, and the Inquisition conducted against “deniers,” gives the game 

away. Given that we still don’t completely understand the physical mechanisms that drive global 

climate, shutting down debate and demanding fealty to orthodoxy are the opposite of real 

science. Science has become successful by making skepticism its watchword, subjecting 

hypotheses to rigorous testing and criticism before accepting them as facts. The Salem-like 

persecution of those acting like scientists and questioning the climate-change hypothesis 

suggests that science has nothing to do with it. Ideology, status-mongering, or pseudo-religion 

are more important. 

We need to stop recycling old romantic nature-love myths and start thinking about what benefits 

human beings across the globe. Economic development fueled by carbon-based energy has lifted 

billions out of poverty and malnutrition, an improvement the selfish rich’s war on carbon is 

making more difficult. Here at home, worsening energy poverty by regressive taxes, regulatory 

costs, and sluggish economic growth exacerbates the income inequality that most global-

warming alarmists decry. 

But the greater irony is that for those who truly care about the environment, making people 

prosperous is the proven path to taking better care of nature. We improved our environment 

when we didn’t need all our wealth just to eat another day. The developing world can do the 

same thing. We just need to stop letting selfish, self-indulgent, well-fed enviro-cultists determine 

policies whose costs they don’t have to bear.   

Bruce Thornton is a Shillman Journalism Fellow at the Freedom Center, a Research Fellow at 

Stanford's Hoover Institution, and a Professor of Classics and Humanities at the California State 

University. He is the author of nine books and numerous essays on classical culture and its 

influence on Western Civilization. His most recent book, Democracy's Dangers and Discontents 

(Hoover Institution Press), is now available for purchase. This article first appeared in the 

Stanford University Hoover Institution Hoover Daily Report of April 24, 2017.  

http://www.amazon.com/Democracys-Dangers-Discontents-Tyranny-Majority/dp/0817917942
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http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
http://www.colabslo.org/images/PDF/Fuel Forums.pdf
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