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he recently adopted urgency ordinance restricting 

development and water use, and primarily 

impacting agriculturalists, is justified by its 

sponsors and supporters as a time out – a 22.5 month period 

to assess conditions and develop permanent controls and 

plan for supplemental water sources.  

Why couldn’t we have a time out on new regulations, 

ordinances and plans as well? Every week and all over San 

Luis Obispo County, the County, the cities, and other 

government agencies are hosting meetings on new land use 

plans, climate action plans, resilient communities plans, 

water plans, community purchase of green energy 

(community choice aggregation), ever more restrictive 

building codes, housing densification schemes, ever more 

strict and costly water runoff regulations, the banning of oil 

and gas exploration, the banning of nuclear power, the 

banning of off-road vehicles, and further expansion of the 

scope and penetration of government activity. 

If the water/agricultural development moratorium is a good 

idea, what about a parallel reciprocal moratorium on new 

and expanded initiatives for 22.5 months? This would be a 

period where we could catch our breath. We could assess 

the impact of the large number of new encumbrances which 

have been adopted over the past five years.  Statists and 

environmental socialists are always calling for “dialog, 

openness, and involvement.” Wouldn’t a time out for real 

evaluation and discussion confirm their sincerity? 

PLEASE REMEMBER COLAB 

Along these lines and apropos of current and future 

challenges, COLAB of San Luis Obispo County will 

celebrate its 5th Anniversary in 2014.  Thanks to businesses 

of all kinds, farmers, ranchers, professionals, and civic-

minded families and individuals, our membership has 

grown and our focus deepened. COLAB is the preeminent 

government watchdog and the only organization that 

attends and reports weekly on every Board of Supervisors 

meeting. We also cover the Air Pollution Control District, 

San Luis Obispo County Council of Governments, Planning 

Commission, and numerous other regulatory bodies as 

necessary.   Our coverage is comprehensive – including 

issues of land use, regulatory abuse, government finance 

and debt, pension reform, and broader concerns of legal 

compliance, Constitutional rights, and open public 

participation. We expose and fight daily against the endless 

challenges to our civic peace and prosperity. 

 

Please Send In Your Dues/Donations : As the current year 

winds down and 2014 begins, and as our members and 

friends celebrate Christmas and New Year’s, please 

remember COLAB and send in your  2013 your dues if you 

have not had a chance to do so this year.  If you are a 

nonmember, pleased consider joining or if you prefer,   

please send a contribution to COLAB SLO at PO BOX 

13601, San Luis Obispo, and California 93406. An 

explanatory form is provided at the back of this newsletter 

to assist you to join and/or to donate.  Your material support 

enables us to provide the most intense and comprehensive 

government watchdog activities in San Luis Obispo County. 

Also please remember we keep our members’ names and 

donors’ names strictly confidential to insure their privacy 

and independence.  COLAB is a not for profit 501 c. 6 

corporation.  Its membership fees and donations are 

deductible as business expenses. Thanks to all those whose 

generosity has enabled our work. 

 

Save March 27, 2014: In 2014, as we celebrate our 5th 

anniversary, there will be a festive gala dinner event on Thursday 

evening, March 27, 2014 at the Madonna Expo Center. Please 

reserve the date. You may also wish to help sponsor the 

celebration in general or a specific portion such as music, 

lighting, or an auction item. Please let us know. 

BEST WISHES FOR YOUR CIVIC PEACE AND 

PROSPERITY IN 2014! 

ENDLESS CHALLENGES TO OUR CIVIC PEACE AND PROSPERITY 

(THANK YOU AND PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR SUPPORT) 

T 



COLAB San Luis Obispo County  2 Volume 3, Issue 11, December 2013 

 

s COLAB has pointed out repeatedly for the past 

five months, the Board of Supervisors’ precipitous 

adoption of an urgency ordinance (the moratorium) 

to effectively forbid agricultural and residential development 

over four hundred thousand acres of the unincorporated Paso 

Robles Water Basin subverts State law and results in the de 

facto illegal seizure of private property. No matter what 

“emergency, urgency, time out” or other justifications are 

invoked, the result is the same. The government has so 

severely limited the use of private property that some 

owners, through delay, new costs to comply with 

“exception” provisions, and outright property value 

reduction, will suffer irreparable harm. Some reported 

property sales have been terminated as buyers became aware 

of the moratorium.  Real property appraisers have cited 

valuation reductions such as a 100-acre parcel, which was 

worth $10,000 per acre prior to the moratorium (as irrigable 

land), that is now worth only $1,500 per acre (a drop from 

$1,000,000 to only $150,000, or a loss of $850,000 in 

property value).  

The government officials receive lush taxpayer funded 

pensions. The proceeds of a timely sale of such a 100-acre 

parcel may have been a farmer’s pension fund. Would the 

Board of Supervisors have the guts to place a 22.5-month 

moratorium on County employee retirements? 

Other owners and estate planners are concerned that 

property divisions, the creation of 2nd residential units, and 

other actions necessary to insure the intergenerational 

preservation of family ranches and farms are made further 

complicated and costly as the County enforces the one-to-

one water offset requirement (which is often impossible to 

meet) and applies other conditions and exactions. 

Now and necessarily, two lawsuits (perhaps the first of 

many) have been brought against the County.  

Lawsuit # 1 was filed by a coalition of landowners called 

the Paso Robles Water Integrity Network (PR-WIN). It 

challenges the legality of the Board’s adoption of the 

urgency ordinance, requests that the Superior Court enjoin 

the County from enforcing the ordinance during the 

litigation, and further requests that it ultimately be 

invalidated. The Petition states in part: 

1. Through this action, Petitioner seeks  peremptory writ of 

man date directing the Respondent San Luis Obispo 

County to rescind Ordinance 3246, enacted on August 

27, 2013 and Ordinance 3247, enacted on October 

8,2013.  The County, by and through its Board of 

Supervisors, abused its discretion and failed to proceed 

in a manner prescribed by law when adopting the 

“urgency” ordinances. 

2. Specifically, the County’s findings justifying imposition 

of the urgency ordinances were not supported by 

substantial evidence in the record.  In particular, the 

evidence before the County did not support a finding 

that the ordinances were necessary to eliminate or 

reduce a current or immediate threat to the public health, 

safety or welfare. 

3. In addition, the County lacks the authority under 

California law to pass the ordinances, which improperly 

regulate and shift existing groundwater rights and usage 

priorities in the County.  The county’s authority is 

preempted by Section X, Article 2 of the California 

Constitution and Water Code § 10750, as well as 

established case and common law. 

As COLAB and numerous other citizens and experts 

testified during hearings leading up to adoption and 

extension of the moratorium, the County failed to meet the 

requirements of the State enabling statute for proving an 

imminent threat to public health, safety, and welfare.  The 

Petition clearly cites this flaw: 

15.  In support of adopting Ordinance 3246 as an urgency 

measure under Government Code § 65858, the Board 

specifically found that “continuing to allow the 

establishment of new water-intensive uses within the 

Basin posed a current and immediate threat to the 

people, species, and environs that currently depend on 

that Basin, and to the public, health [sic] and welfare as 

a whole.”  However, the only evidence in the record to 

support that determination was conflicting data 

regarding the trending water levels in the Basin, and the 

testimony that “several” - perhaps as few as 8—existing 

wells in the Basin, unknown age and depth, had gone 

dry, requiring those property owners to truck in water 

from “potentially” unsanitary sources. 

As readers may recall, the Board relied on a general map of 

the basin, showing water level declines in certain sections of 

the basin as the primary evidence. It never field verified or 

investigated any claims of water problems, let alone 

produced any statistically valid map of actual wells with 

problems. The County never actually presented specific 

evidence connecting particular individuals’ or even 

neighborhoods’ problems to an actual imminent threat to 

public safety, health, and welfare. The Board did not 

produce even one case of a disease threat, fire threat, crime 

threat, civil disorder threat, sanitation threat, massive 

economic dislocation threat, or even an individual case of 

economic displacement. There are a reported 8000 wells in 

the Paso Basin. Clearly the biggest threat to public safety, 

health and welfare is the Board of Supervisors itself. 

WATER RIGHTS HOLDERS VS. WATER APPROPRIATORS 
By:  Michael F. Brown 

A 
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Future Lawsuits Will Be Expensive 

Lawsuit # 1 is being litigated for the plaintiffs by San Luis 

Obispo County local land use attorney, Sophia Treder. 

 

Attorney Sophia Treder 

 

Lawsuit # 2 is filed by a group of 

individual Paso Robles Water Basin 

overliers, including various vineyard 

owners. The suit is entitled a 

Compliant For Quiet Title. The suit 

requests that the Superior Court 

confirm the plaintiff overliers’ primary water rights, which 

are superior to the County, cities, and special districts. It also 

requests the Court to maintain control of the case 

indefinitely to insure compliance by the defendant San Luis 

Obispo County, Atascadero Mutual Water Company, 

Templeton Community Service Distract, San Miguel 

Community Service District, Community Service Area 16-1, 

and John Does 1-200. The Does are included because it is 

not quite clear at this point what other interests are involved 

in and are benefiting from the urgency ordinance 

moratorium. Pre-trial discovery may uncover behind the 

scenes corporations, interest groups, and individuals who 

will benefit from the appropriation of the overliers’ water 

and its shift to municipal or non-agricultural commercial 

uses such as inter-basin sale or wheeling. Wheeling is a 

practice where water stored in 1 aquifer may be used as a 

credit in a separate geographic aquifer. Since no new water 

is created in the 2nd aquifer, but the storage in the 1st aquifer 

is counted as a credit, the water in the 2nd aquifer is termed 

“paper water.” The practice enables outside interests to 

create development in places where it would not be possible 

under normal requirements. There are some indicia that as 

yet unknown interests are attempting to create and use the 

Paso Basin for such purposes.   

The Petition For A Writ Of Mandate requests: 

 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for judgment against 

Defendants, and each of them, as follows: 

1. For determination and quiet title declaration that the 

right of the lawful holder of each Parcel to extract 

groundwater underlying each parcel and to put such 

groundwater to reasonable and beneficial use on Parcel 

is superior in priority to any and all rights in law or in 

equity of each of the Defendants to extract, use and or 

allocate such groundwater, other tan for reasonable and 

beneficial overlying use as an overlying landholder—- 

in which case such rights would be equal, and for a quiet 

title declaration that Plaintiffs’ overlying groundwater 

rights are undiminished by any claims made by 

Defendants and in the vent that any adverse claim is 

proved, determination of the exact nature, extent and 

amount of any diminishment of each Defendant’s 

groundwater right as to each Parcel owned by each 

Defendant: 

 

Richard G. Zimmer, ESQ 

represents the plaintiff 

overliers. Attorney Zimmer 

has extensive litigation 

experience in some of the 

most complicated water rights 

cases in California. 

Richard G. Zimmer, ESQ    

 

Grapes of Wrath Growing/Future Lawsuits:  We expect 

more lawsuits as damages to individual property owners 

actually begin to occur when the County rejects permits for 

specific projects and/or imposes confiscatory requirements. 

The two current lawsuits do not request damages, only costs 

of undertaking the suits. Future suits that are sure to result 

from enforcement of the ordinance will include costs and 

damages. We wonder if the County has advised its liability 

insurance carrier of the potential risk. Such government 

sponsored insurance carriers are funded by consortiums of 

cities, counties and special districts which band together to 

dilute and share liability risks. Theoretically, lawyers could 

create a large class of basin overliers, which if successful in 

litigation, would be entitled to massive settlement payments 

and damages. A settlement of $1000 per acre, at 400,000 

acres, would put the County bill at $400 million. Imagine the 

financial and political impacts if a large class of damaged 

property owners win costs and damages. If one member of a 

governmental insurance consortium suffers a major loss, all 

members will suffer and will be on the hook for much higher 

premiums. In the case of the example above, it is likely that 

the primary insurance policy limits would be breached and 

the County would have to look to its excess overhead 

liability insurer. It is possible that once informed, carriers 

would request the County to suspend the ordinance. You 

would think that the Board of Supervisors would do a quick 

reality check and would suspend the ordinance immediately.   

 

Continued on Page 4 . . .  
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The Board is being advised and will 

presumably be defended by its in-

house County Counsel Rita Neal. 

Neal is likely advising the Board on 

its risks in executive session. 

COLAB has repeatedly requested 

that the Board advise the public 

whether it will defend against the 

lawsuits. We have not requested that 

the Board disclose any attorney-

client protected defense strategy or 

information, merely that the public be informed of the 

Board’s stand. We also believe that the public should be 

entitled to know how each Supervisor voted or votes (if the 

issues are as yet undecided). It is not known whether the 

Board will hire expert outside water law counsel.  

 

Other Jurisdictions Should Disclose:  The same questions 

pertain to the other defendants. What are the positions of the 

Paso Robles City Council, Board of Directors of the 

Atascadero Mutual Water Company, Templeton Community 

Service District, and so forth? The conversations among the 

defendants must be interesting. How much will each 

defendant pay toward the defense of the case?  Who will be 

in charge? What if one or more of the agencies agree with 

the plaintiffs and want to encourage overliers to obtain their 

quiet title? What a nice bag of Christmas coal, courtesy of 

the Board of Supervisors! 

 

Cindy Steinbeck:  An alert vineyard owner, who is a 

member of a multi-generational San Luis Obispo farming 

family, conducted her own independent investigation of the 

Board’s imposition of the moratorium and its impending 

plans to, in effect, make it permanent through revisions to 

the Plan of Development, ordinance amendments, new 

regulations, confiscatory conservation measures, and 

implementation of various restrictions embedded in the 

adopted County Climate Action Plan and Conservation and 

Open Space Plan. As noted above, various owners have also 

conducted research and have joined in one  

 

 

 

 

 

or both of the lawsuits.  Ms. Steinbeck and her co-litigants 

have provided a significant public service in questioning the 

Board of Supervisors actions in a way that requires their 

actual response. Another vineyard owner, Julie McCloskey, 

has also been a strong and perceptive analyst and advocate 

in questioning the Board of Supervisor’s actions.  

Appallingly, the Board of Supervisors, its staff experts, and 

consultants never raised the issues of the difference between 

water rights holders and municipal appropriators (as well as 

other potential and unknown appropriators) during the 

consideration of the urgency ordinances. The Board 

members never discussed the matter during its public 

reviews.              

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Cindy Steinbeck - Real Leadership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Spy? 

Which Defendants Will Pay? 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=VdExZ6QeTj6PlM&tbnid=hardOlH2iuyCiM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.wlaslo.org/wla-events/countycounselritaneal&ei=M2maUsejHYLroASv4oHwAg&psig=AFQjCNH9o9U66aUeihx4ivvMlLxSe8rJYw&ust=13859375875441
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he Nineteenth Century English Christmas carol, In 

the Bleak Midwinter, recalls earlier centuries when 

winter, especially for most of humanity in the 

northern hemisphere, was indeed very dark and cold1. The 

enviro-socialists and their governmental lackeys would have 

us believe that civilization can abandon fossil fuels and 

things will be just fine –even when the days are at their 

shortest, around the time of the winter solstice (December 

21). A quick examination of California electric power usage 

on December 20, 2013 provides a compelling and disturbing 

reality check. 

The California Independent System Operator (ISO), which 

monitors and balances electrical loads between and among 

the California’s electric utilities and geographic regions, 

provides a nifty real time 24 per hour day online review. The 

ISO Chart replicated from December 20 shows how much 

electricity (in Megawatts) will be required for each hour of 

the day and how much is actually available for each hour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As seen in the chart above, both projected demand and 

available resources peaked around 18:30 (6:30 PM), as 

would be expected in winter. Sunset was about 5:00 PM and 

full darkness came by 6 PM - during the evening commute 

and when tens of millions of Californians were preparing 

dinner, holiday shopping, and otherwise using electricity.2  

Some Troubling Sidelights:  On a hot summer afternoon 

the Actual Demand line often approaches the Available 

Resources line around 1600 (4:00PM), as millions of air 

conditioners ramp up, evening meals are prepared, and other 

activities peak. When the Actual Demand line (often around 

42,000 Megawatts on a hot summer evening) exceeds the 

Available Resources line, blackouts occur in one or more 

sections of the State. To forestall this, the electric utilities 

place requirements in their rate contracts with large 

industrial users (factories, refineries, etc.) that require that 

when such an event becomes imminent, they shut down. 

This economically disruptive occurrence is largely invisible 

to the general public, which assumes everything is OK and 

that there are no energy shortages. Under new State and 

local climate action plans, utilities will be required to 

enforce use controls on individuals and families. The first 

are likely to include prohibitions on using washing machines 

and electric stoves during peak hours. Smart meters enable 

the utilities to measure increased use and thus for the utilities 

to charge higher block rates during peak periods. Future 

smart meters will enable utilities to cut off electricity to 

users who violate use requirements. What if your future 

mandatory electric car needs a charge at such a time? 

Back To Midwinter Bleakness:  The chart below is in 

effect an excerpt from the larger chart, which tracks the use 

of renewables, (solar, wind, hydro, and so forth) as a sub-

segment of the larger picture on December 20, 2013. What is 

so striking and ominous is that solar contributes so little of 

the Available Resource necessary to meet Actual Demand.  

Even after billions in Federal loans and grants, exemption 

from the local property tax (worth billions more over the life 

of a solar plant), and a State edict that 33% of electricity 

must come from “renewable resources by 2013,” solar was 

producing only 2600 megawatts in the middle of the day. 

Obviously it produced nothing until after 7 AM and was 

completely gone by 4:40 PM (the time when the greatest 

demand was occurring). 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Wind       Geothermal       Biomass       Biogas       Small Hydro       Solar                 

 

 

_______________ 

1 Music by Gustave Holst and words by Christina Rossetti.  

2 Note the charts actually run the full 24 hours but we didn’t stay up until midnight to capture 

the final hours. It was all over by 5:00 PM anyhow. 

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER 
By:  Michael Brown 

T 
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For whatever reason the wind went dead by 1 PM. Only 

small Hydro remained at a constant 800 Megawatts. By 5 

PM almost 38 million Californians were completely 

dependent on fossil fuels (28,000 megawatts) and some 

nuclear (about 2500) megawatts) for their electricity. This 

notwithstanding, the anti-nuclear lobby is striving mightily 

to shut down the State’s last nuclear plant (Diablo Canyon in 

San Luis Obispo County) and make sure no new ones are 

ever constructed. Parenthetically, the SLO Board of 

Supervisors majority seems to think that a shutdown or 

failure to relicense the plant will be just fine. By way of 

manipulating the discussion, the politically correct enviro-

socialist left has convinced the politicians to forbid nuclear 

or large-scale hydro to be counted as “renewable.” 

During December 20, 2013, solar only rose above 2000 

megawatts for 5 hours of a 24 our day, (21%). Also during 

December 20, solar was generating electricity at any level 

for only 9 hours of a 24-hour day, (38%). It is expected that 

the Topaz Solar Ranch in San Luis Obispo County will 

generate 550 Megawatts of electricity during peak sunlight 

periods. To achieve this, Topaz has deployed solar arrays 

over a 4,000-acre tract. This equates to 7.27 megawatts per 

acre. At this ratio it would take 232,264 acres (363 square 

miles) of panels to generate the 32,000 megawatts required 

on December 20 at 6:00 PM. The problem is that it was dark 

at 6 PM. It couldn’t generate anything. 

Readers can track the ISO data at the web site: http://

www.caiso.com/outlook/SystemStatus.html  

                                                                

                       

No Wind/No Sun For Much of December 20th ? 
(Even Though It Was A Clear Day) 

http://www.caiso.com/outlook/SystemStatus.html
http://www.caiso.com/outlook/SystemStatus.html
http://www.google.com/imgres?rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&hl=en&authuser=0&biw=1366&bih=589&tbm=isch&tbnid=R63gz03v2xMwnM:&imgrefurl=http://www.buzzle.com/articles/plutonium-uses.html&docid=2C05QhMVbmKdGM&imgurl=http://www.buzzle.com/img/articleImages/488875.-316
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re the recent raves about a new California 

renaissance true? 

Rolling Stone magazine just gushed that California 

Gov. Jerry Brown has brought the state back from the brink 

of "double-digit unemployment, a $26 billion deficit and an 

accumulated 'wall of debt' topping $35 billion." 

Unfortunately, California still faces existential crises. 

The unemployment rate just went back up in July to 8.7 

percent. That is significantly higher than the current national 

average of 7.3 percent. Such a high rate of joblessness is a 

bad omen when the Democratic-controlled Legislature is 

pushing for the mandatory minimum wage to reach $9.25 in 

a little over two years. 

The "wall of debt" is not $35 billion. According to the state 

Budget Crisis Task Force report that was issued in January, 

California debt ranges from a minimum of $167 billion to a 

staggering $335 billion. To close the budget deficit, Brown 

cut expenses, but he also just raised already-high income, 

sales and gas taxes to the nation's top levels. We won't know 

the full effect of those costs on either businesses or the 

ongoing exodus of the more affluent for months to come. 

Yet why was California ever in a fiscal crisis at all? 

World food prices are soaring. California has the best soils, 

weather and farmers in the world. Silicon Valley hosts 

Apple, Google, Intel and Facebook. The state hosts some of 

the nation's largest corporations, such as Wells Fargo, 

Chevron, Hewlett-Packard and Safeway. 

The movie industry in Hollywood, tourism from Disneyland 

to Yosemite, the Napa wine industry, and vast deposits of 

gas and oil should make California more prosperous than 

Switzerland. Its top five universities -- Caltech, Stanford, 

UC Berkeley, UCLA and USC -- usually rate among the top 

20 worldwide. 

Yet despite what God and man in the past have given the 

state, California has often squandered its inheritance. For all 

its costly investments in wind and solar power, California 

electricity rates are the steepest in the nation. The tab falls 

most heavily not on the green elites of the affluent coastal 

communities but on the poor and middle classes 

concentrated in the hotter and colder interior. For many in 

Fresno or Bakersfield, keeping on the air conditioning when 

August temperatures hit 100 is a fantasy from a bygone age. 

Californians pay among the highest gas prices in the 

country. Again, those astronomical costs seem surreal, given 

that the state sits atop huge untapped deposits of gas and oil. 

The California paradox of having among the highest taxes 

and among the worst services is also echoed in state-by-state 

rankings of public school test scores. California continues to 

place near the bottom. 

Do those sky-high California gas taxes translate into superb 

roads? Not yet at least. Reason Foundation's 20th annual 

highway report ranked California roads 47th in the nation. 

In the past 20 years, 3.4 million middle- and upper-middle-

class Californians have fled paradise for low- or no-tax 

states. In contrast, the state currently has had the largest 

influx of residents who immigrated illegally. Although exact 

numbers are impossible to obtain, estimates suggest that 

about 3 million Latin American nationals are residing in 

California.  

What, then, is the state's strategy for recovery? More taxes, 

regulations and government. 

So will California recover its past glory -- or go the way of 

Detroit? It may do both. 

Coastal greens, progressive Bay Area gays, liberal urban 

elites and hip dot-com workers will probably not soon flee 

the temperate, scenic corridor from Berkeley to San Diego. 

Yet for the strapped middle classes in the interior of the Los 

Angeles basin and the Central Valley, there is a perfect 

storm raging. They can ill afford the soaring taxes, high 

unemployment, costly illegal immigration, escalating crime 

rates, substandard roads, record power and gas prices, 

underwater home values and dismal schools. 

In short, the California coastal corridor still resembles 

Germany, while much of the interior is becoming Greece.  

Victor Davis Hanson is a syndicated columnist,  Author, 

former Professor of Classics, and A Senior Fellow of the  

Hoover Institution of Sanford University. 

This article first appeared in the September 12, 2013 San 

Jose Mercury News. 

 

 

Victor Davis Hanson: One California -- or Two? 
By: Victor Davis Hanson 

A 
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eaders may recall that the November Newsletter 

noted that the City of Fort Collins,  Colorado was 

advertising for a new class of Department Head 

called a Sustainability Officer. We predicted that it will 

become a trend.  Not surprisingly, the City of Palo Alto 

appears to be leading the pack in California. The San Jose 

Mercury News did not find the appointment of a liberal arts 

type to the job and increasing Palo Alto’s executive 

overhead costs to be remarkable. 

 

Palo Alto Names First-Ever Chief 

Sustainability Officer 

By Jason Green 

Daily News Staff Report 

Gil Philip Friend, an inaugural member of the Sustainability 

Hall of Fame, has been tapped to be Palo Alto's first-ever 

chief sustainability officer. 

Friend, who will be paid $153,000 annually, was selected by 

City Manager James Keene following a national search and 

recruitment process that included community input, the city 

said in a news release. Monday was his first day on the job. 

COLAB NOTE: The $153,000 is base salary. With benefits, 

this will be a nice $211,140 per year sinecure. Wonder if he 

gets a take home city car to drive around and check the 

environment? It’s probably electric.  

"Gil's deep experience and connections will be instrumental 

in making Palo Alto not only the greenest city in America, 

but also a major contributor to advancing world-class 

sustainability strategies that link to the San Francisco Bay 

region and beyond," Keene said in the release. 

   City spokeswoman Claudia Keith added that Friend will 

be tasked with updating Palo Alto's climate protection plan. 

In addition to being one of the first inductees into the 

Sustainability Hall of Fame, Friend was named one of the 10 

most influential sustainability voices in America by The 

Guardian. He got his start in the field in 1972 as a faculty 

participant in Buckminster Fuller Institute's World Game 

Workshop. 

Friend is the founder of Natural Logic Inc., a Berkeley-

based firm that aims to help businesses profit by going 

green. Before that, he was principal of Gil Friend and 

Associates, which provided strategic environmental 

management, planning, business development and marketing 

consultation to businesses, community organizations and 

municipal governments. 

Friend is credited with developing Berkeley's award-winning 

environmental economy strategy in 1993. He also wrote 

"The Truth about Green Business" and a business column on 

sustainability for the Los Angeles Times from 1992 to 1997.  

"Palo Alto is a remarkable city with unmatched assets," 

Friend said. "I've been eager to bring my experience to bear 

in one place and I'm delighted this is it. I'm looking forward 

to working with leaders in the community, business, 

Stanford, and city staff to build on Palo Alto's strong 

foundation and to contribute to a new, regenerative economy 

for the planet." 

Friend earned a bachelor's degree in English from City 

College of New York and a master's degree in ecosystem 

management and systems ecology from Antioch University. 

 

 

 

A New Class of Bureaucrat Proliferates 

R 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS: 
 

General Member: $100 – $249 q $ _______ Voting Member: $250 - $5,000 q $ _______ 

Sustaining Member: $5,000 +q $ _______ 

(Sustaining Membership includes a table of 10 at the Annual Fundraiser Dinner) 

 

General members will receive all COLAB updates and newsletters.  Voting privileges are limited to Voting Members and 

Sustainable Members with one vote per membership. 

 

MEMBER INFORMATION: 
 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________________________ State:  __________________ Zip: ______________ 

 

Phone: ____________________ Fax: ____________________ Email: ______________________________ 
 

How Did You Hear About COLAB? 

Radio  q Internet q Public Hearing q Friend q 
 

COLAB Member(s) /Sponsor(s): _______________________________________________________ 
 

NON MEMBER DONATION/CONTRIBUTION OPTION: 
For those who choose not to join as a member but would like to support COLAB via a contribution/donation. 

I would like to contribute $ _____________ to COLAB and my check or credit card information is enclosed/provided.   
 

Donations/Contributions do not require membership though it is encouraged in order to provide updates and information. 

Memberships and donation will be kept confidential if that is your preference. 

Confidential Donation/Contribution/Membership q 

 

PAYMENT METHOD:         

Check q Visa q MasterCard q Discover q  Amex NOT accepted. 

 

Cardholder Name: ________________________ Signature: ________________________________ 
 

Card Number: ___________________ Expiration Date: _________  Billing Zip Code: _______ 
 

   TODAY’S DATE: ________________________ 

Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business 
San Luis Obispo County 

“Your Property – Your Taxes – Our Future” 

PO Box 13601 – San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 / Phone: 805.548-0340 

Email: colabslo@gmail.com / Website: colabslo.org 
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COLAB San Luis Obispo County  10 Volume 3, Issue 11, December 2013 

 

P.O. Box 13601 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

DONATE!  

We need and appreciate your support!  

Help COLAB protect your property rights!  

COLAB’s mission is to promote the common business interests of its members by providing in-

formation and education on issues which have or may have an impact on its membership.  

To achieve its mission, COLAB will engage in political activities which promote those common business inter-

ests and, in doing so, foster a positive image for agriculture, business, and labor in the community. COLAB 

represents is members before the SLO County Board of Supervisors and any other local or national governing 

body. If necessary, we will take legal or administrative action for the mutual benefit of the members. 

COLAB is a 501 ©(6) non-profit organization. However, by law your donation  is not tax deductible.  

 

 

You may donate by  

sending a check to this address:  

PO Box 13601, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 


