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t is no surprise that there is wide agreement that 

the progressive leftist ideology (Marxist) has a 

monopoly in the academic system, especially in 

the area of Liberal Arts. I think everyone agrees about that - 

even the leftists - and they should be quite happy about it.  

Being an academic, with tenure, is about as safe a situation 

as one could ask.   

 

It reminds me of the Medieval Orders, where monks or nuns 

took the vow and joined the cloister where cradle to grave 

security and a uniformity of ideas were assumed. Actually, 

beginning with the Benedictines, the Orders were formed to 

protect the faith from the turbulence of every day problems 

in the Ecclesiastical system. Yes, I realize that many Orders 

were formed to serve the public temporal needs, but the key 

Orders were formed to protect doctrine and conform 

knowledge to it. The Academics have become the keepers of 

the leftist faith.  In the larger political world, the left must 

strategize amid contention and adversity, but in the cloister, 

unanimity prevails.  Consider the modern Orders all 

designed to keep the faith:  Radical feminism, value 

relativists, gay/lesbian interests, environmentalists, and so 

on.  All of these interests must be repeatedly inculcated in 

leftist orthodoxy.  We all may know non leftist gays, 

feminists, environmentalists, and others, but are they 

represented in academia?  Do they present papers at 

conferences and do they select their successors, the next 

generation of professors?  Do they determine which students 

are academically and professionally successful?  For 

diversity of opinion, look to the emerging “Think Tanks”, 

not to academia. 

 

The Catholic Church earned its monopoly of thought and 

faith.   After the Roman Empire faded in the West, the 

Church blended Latin forms and Judeo/Christian faith with 

law and built its world around a non-literate society to which 

it spoke, taught and ministered to in symbols.  Literacy was 

the exclusive property of the acolytes of the church for 

centuries.  Early kings were illiterate. Powerful symbols 

inspired both great and humble to build the soaring 

cathedrals, where the faith was etched in glass and stone.  

The Church was a seamless garment of knowledge and faith 

and law that for centuries succeeded in absorbing challenges 

from the outside world.   In fact, despite all the challenges 

the Church has faced, it stands, today, as the oldest living 

institution in existence. 

 

The spread of literacy was the great challenge to the security 

of the Catholic Church, and especially of the Orders that 

were the doctrinal watchdogs, such as the Dominicans.  The 

Protestant Reformation in the 16th Century was built on the 

supremacy of the Bible, the written Word, in the Christian 

faith.  The literacy for the common man was spurred by the 

excitement of reading the Word for himself.  It was a direct 

challenge to 1,000 years of a monopoly of literacy.   

 

Going back to my original observation:  There is a 

monopoly of knowledge by the left in the Universities and 

Colleges.  As the Gutenberg Press spread the printed word 

and the opportunity for literacy during the Protestant 

Reformation, so, in our day, the internet is spreading the 

diversity of knowledge to the common man.  The Church 

was shocked, and fought back with the Council of Trent, 

1545, when it recognized that it had to begin to teach 

literacy to the elites of the secular world:  The Jesuit Order 

was born.  Great teachers, missionaries and translators of a 

Bible for the secular elite, they were.  One hundred years of 

war followed, as literacy spread not only Protestant 

Christianity but spurred trade, urbanization, and a class of 

bourgeoisie (a commercial class). The Catholics maintained 

parity by adapting and holding on to half of Europe (and 

eventually converting all of Latin America, portions of 

Africa, and portions of Asia). 

 

Will the Left do as well as the Catholics in holding a 

monopoly of power?  Already, after only 150 years of 

intellectual dominance, they are on the defensive and 

becoming vicious to the blasphemers of their politicalized 

secular faith.  This is a sure sign of the weakening grip on 

the monopoly of knowledge.  But just as the Ecclesiastical 

side of the Church organization upheld the Orders; our 

political establishment upholds the keepers of the leftist 

faith.  

 

I have pondered why the non-leftist movements do so poorly 

and fail to capture the imagination of the population at large.  

Why do they lose elections, why are they virtually absent in 

the popular culture and seemingly in disarray in the political 

culture?  I suggest it is because Non-left ideologies, from 

Conservative to Libertarian to Republican are intimately tied 

to the written word and are appealing to a literate public that 

no longer exists in substantial numbers.  The left like, the  

 

 

____________ 
1 Judith M. Ishkanian, Ph.D., is a Historian and was an adjunct professor at the 
University of California at Santa Barbara and Santa Barbara City College for 12 

years. She is currently the President of the Neighborhood Defense League of 

California which works to protect homeowners and families from “smart growth” 
densification schemes, regulatory abuse, and intrusive costly initiatives such as 

“smart” electric meters.  
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THE LEFT COMMUNICATES IN POWERFUL SYMBOLS 

late Medieval Catholic Church, communicates in simple but 

powerful symbols to a semi or illiterate population.  The 

symbols are intuitive and visual, evoking powerful 

emotions.  I don’t believe that the thinking public should 

ever give up classical learning, but non-leftist movement 

should develop its own symbolic language to reach the “low 

information citizen.” 

 

The Catholic Church has kept its identity and dignity intact 

for 2,000 years. Surely today’s (conservative, non-Leftist) 

thinkers and other heirs of the humanist enlightenment could 

rebuild a literate, discerning public worthy of free men and 

women.  

 

Going back to my original thought:  the monopoly of 

knowledge held by the late Medieval Catholic Church in the 

West was ultimately destroyed by the printing press and the 

monopoly of knowledge by the Marxist Left in the modern 

world is already being challenged by the internet and we are 

all feeling its rage and pain.  Three cheers for free thought 

for free people.  True, we do not know where we are in the 

continuum of history, but we must confidently do our part.  
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“We in the West forget the wisdom of the ancient past at 

our own peril” 

ictor Davis Hanson says he lives in the nineteenth 

century—a fact that can get him into some 

trouble. 

“Let me give you an example,” he says. 

Hanson was in the parking lot of a Wal-Mart one day when 

he saw a young woman struggling to move a big screen 

television into her Honda. When he went over to help her, he 

noticed that she was holding an EBT card, a government-

issued debit card for cash and food stamps.  

Hanson told her, “You shouldn’t be using the food card to 

buy the big screen TV.” She told him to mind his own 

business. Despite her anger, Hanson persisted: “If you didn’t 

do that, you would more be self-reliant.” 

Reflecting on that experience, he says, “In the nineteenth 

century, this would never have happened—the government 

giving you an EBT card to subsidize a lifestyle beyond 

necessities.” 

  Hanson may live in the nineteenth century, a time when 

duty and honor were moral imperatives, but he has made his 

academic career studying the ancient past. The lessons of 

Fourth Century BC Greece and Fifth Century AD Rome—

civilizations and their falls due to affluence, leisure, and 

poor political leadership—are never far from the mind of 

this classicist and military historian. 

That’s especially true when he thinks about Greece, the sick 

man of Europe today. “What’s happening in Greece is 

fascinating. The Greeks started rioting because they couldn’t 

borrow more money from Germany to fund their incredible 

public payrolls, lavish pensions, and other goodies.” The 

Greeks, Hanson argues, were essentially acting like spoiled 

children; they should have been writing thank you cards to 

their fiscally prudent northern neighbors who facilitated 

their EU entry, but they instead took to the streets in violent 

protest, invoking images of the Germans as Nazis. 

Not that this should have surprised anyone. “The more you 

give people, the more entitlements they want,” Hanson says. 

“They never say, ‘Thank you, that’s so generous.’ They just 

think, ‘Gosh, don’t ever take that away. We need more.’” 

This culture of dependency, a byproduct of the entitlement 

state and what Hanson calls our “therapeutic culture,” is 

simply a display of human nature at its worst. 

“The Greeks of the ancient world understood human 

nature,” Hanson says. “They knew that people want freedom 

and affluence, but that when you combine the two, you can 

have decadence.” The ancient Greeks knew that virtue 

required a strong moral order that protected people from 

themselves—from their own follies and vices. Hanson 

specifically cites the importance of a “shame culture” in 

checking human behavior. 

“I may have the money to stay at home all day and watch 

Oprah and get pizza delivered to my couch,” he explains, 

“but I better not because it’s a sort of decadence. I may have 

enough money and freedom to line up at the mall to buy the 

latest Adidas-brand tennis shoe, but I shouldn’t do that.” 

We in the West don’t have that sense of duty and 

responsibility today, he argues, which has serious 

implications for our political future. Though the situation is 

not as bad in the United States as it is in Greece, Hanson 

thinks America is losing its spirit of rugged individualism. 

The welfare state has driven people from the self-reliance 

that sharpens democracy to the dependency that blots it out. 

“We are emasculating our citizens,” he says gloomily. “I’m 

very worried about the future of civilization.” 

Agrarian Wisdom 

A large part of the problem is nature—or, at least, our 

isolation from it due to the rise of technology. 

Though today, Hanson is known as a conservative 

polemicist published by National Review, City Journal, and 

The Weekly Standard, among others, he originally came into 

the public spotlight as an agrarian writer in the Nineties. His 

1997 book Fields Without Dreams: Defending the Agrarian 

Idea is a powerful memoir and eulogy for the agrarian way 

of life. 

The registered Democrat describes his political philosophy 

today as “agrarian conservatism,” a way of looking at the 

world he was born into. 

“My parents taught me at a very early age that no matter 

how educated you are, you have to live in the real physical 

world.” 

He elaborates: “I was brought up on a farm. I was taught 

which way the wind was blowing. Southern wind means 

warmth and rain. I was taught how much dew settled, the  

____________ 
1 This article is used by permission of the author and the Hoover Institution of 

Sanford University. It was first published  on September 13, 2012 in Defining 

Ideas: A Hoover Institution Journal                                      
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phases of the moon. Why the birds are roosting. If you have 

rented bees to pollenate the plums, then the blossoms must 

be open. When I think of a date like February 27, I always 

think ‘this is Santa Rosa’s plum blossom time.’ May 1st? 

That there’s only been one frost in my memory after May 

1st. When I get up in the morning, these are the things I 

think about.” 

Hanson grew up on a 135-acre farm in Selma, California, a 

working class town where he still lives for part of the year. 

From the age of five, he has been engaged in the hard 

physical labor of working the land. “I have plucked peaches, 

put pesticides on crops, driven tractors, and pruned with 

people from Mexico.” Nearly all of the students in his public 

elementary and high school were Mexican-American. “The 

people I see most days of the week these days out in rural 

Selma—few of them have high school degrees.” 

After finishing his undergraduate degree at UC Santa Cruz, 

he headed to Stanford University, where he received his PhD 

in classics. But instead of seeking a tenured-track academic 

position at an elite university, Hanson returned to Selma to 

manage the family farm with his twin brother. That only 

lasted four years, however. When the price of the raisin 

grapes dropped from $1,300 a ton to $450, plunging his 

native San Joaquin Valley into an agricultural depression, 

Hanson was forced to put his Stanford degree to use. 

So he got into his pickup truck and headed to the closest 

university around—CSU Fresno—and asked the academic 

dean for a job. Hanson was dressed in his farmer’s overalls. 

As he approached campus, the tools were clanking around in 

the back of his truck. The dean and others did not believe 

that Hanson had received a doctoral degree from Stanford. 

So the farmer went back home to get his diploma for proof 

and it did the trick. He got a job teaching Greek and Latin to 

mostly Mexican-American immigrant students. 

This was in 1984. “Back then, Fresno had no classics 

program to speak of,” Hanson says. “Between 1984 and 

2004, I was at school 5 days a week. I had 8-10 classes a 

year. I was teaching mostly minority students about art 

history and ancient art. Ten years after I got there, I had a 

program with 6 full time professors. Our students were 

getting into top law schools and graduate programs.” 

A key ingredient to the success of his students was that 

Hanson sought high standards. And he did not suffer fools 

gladly, especially when he was standing at the podium to 

teach. 

If a Mexican-American student mispronounced a word—

whether in English or Latin—Hanson corrected him in class. 

If a bored student pulled out his cell phone during a lecture, 

Hanson confiscated it. If a student complained about how he 

was being treated by his other jealous peers, Hanson 

explained that jealousy is part of human nature. If a student 

missed class because his car broke down, Hanson wanted to 

know why he didn’t have a contingency plan. 

“Our reliance on technology makes us incredibly vulnerable, 

with little back-up when things fail. We don’t realize how 

vulnerable we are,” he says. 

The world of farming and academia may seem to be at odds. 

As Hanson notes, “What makes you a failure in one makes 

you a success in another.” And yet there is some 

convergence—at least for Hanson. The agrarian basis of our 

civilization, which he describes in his 1995 book The Other 

Greeks: The Family Farm and the Agrarian Roots of 

Western Civilization, is central to our culture. “This is a fact 

that a lot of people may not recognize today,” he says. 

Farming did not just shape the West economically and 

politically, by establishing property rights and other 

institutions of democratic government, but small landowning 

gave the West a set of moral principles to live by. 

“Agrarian wisdom requires self-reliance. If you’re sick, 

there is no sick leave. If you have the flu, you still have to 

irrigate. You don’t have a guaranteed income. There is no 

retirement, no health care. You can’t blame anyone for your 

failures. If you decide to plan 20 acres of almonds, you have 

to decide whether to risk the $80,000. If it goes bad because 

of the weather, you can’t blame the economy. It was your 

choice.” 

While Hanson had his Stanford PhD to fall back on when his 

farm failed, others in the region have not been so lucky. As 

of 2007, six counties in the valley ranked among the poorest 

counties in the country. In Fresno, nearly a third of the 

population lives below the federal poverty line (according to 

figures from 2009). 

To Hanson, the point is that nature runs the family farm like 

a tyrant, and it does not grant any bailouts of the kind 

Greece or the big U.S. banks received. Farmers know all 

about nature’s cruel absolutism, its metronome relentlessly 

ticking toward the end that we are all destined to meet.  This 

instills a tragic sense in farmers—a sense that the ancient 

Greek poets captured beautifully in their verses, which few 

students are required to read anymore, a fact that Hanson 

laments in his 2001 book, Who Killed Homer: The Demise 

of Classical Education and the Recovery of Greek Wisdom. 

PART II OF THIS ARTICLE WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE MARCH 

NEWSLETTER 

Emily Esfahani Smith is the managing editor of the Hoover Institution journal 

Defining Ideas. Her writings have appeared in the Wall Street Journal, Washington 
Times, Daily Beast, and New Criterion. Emily contributed a chapter titled 

“Performance Art: The Faux Creativity of Lady Gaga” to Acculturated, a book 

published in 2011 by Templeton Press. A recent Dartmouth College graduate, she 

was editor of the Dartmouth Review. 

Copyright © 2013 by the Board of Trustees of Leland Stanford Junior University                           
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ong before Phil Mickelson wondered out loud if 

higher taxes will force him to leave the State of 

California, Tiger Woods did just that!  Moving to 

another desirable coastal state, in Tiger's case, 

Florida saved him millions of dollars per year, as he escaped 

California's ridiculously high income tax.  The fact that 

California has since raised the top tax rate again, this time to 

13%, more top earners are leaving and they are taking their 

money and all it represents with them.  

Mickelson's example tells the story of somebody who was 

not only earning money in this state, but a man who wanted 

to reinvest his earnings here.  People who make a lot of 

money invest their excess earnings in a number of ways in 

order to diversify and protect their assets.  In the meantime, 

their investments morph into jobs for other people.  So, the 

people leaving the state because of high taxes will now be 

investing elsewhere for the same reason.    

We all spend money as consumers, buying cars, houses, and 

the like.  But now these people fleeing California will also 

consume elsewhere because most states do not have our high 

sales tax rates either!  

California's once solid gold reputation is now just cracked 

gold patina revealing rust to the core of our former world-

class economy.  The industries that are still left here were 

started when taxes and regulations were more favorable.  

They are now referred to as legacy industries.  The truth of 

the matter is there are no new industry clusters being created 

in California.  Once a startup is ready to grow, they locate 

the manufacturing headquarters out of state or in another 

country altogether.    

I personally know a half-dozen people here on the Central 

Coast who have already moved or are in the course of 

moving to avoid the government taking most all of their 

profit in the form of taxes.  One friend has already moved to 

Washington.  Another to Florida.  They will be able to save 

tens of thousands of dollars each year, and at the same time, 

move into a bigger house for less money than what they 

have here.  Higher quality of life at a lower cost, what is not 

to love?  

The problem with tax and spend democrats, like the ones 

who now constitute a super-majority in Sacramento, is that 

they think they can make changes in the tax and regulatory 

codes and business will continue as usual.  But, people make 

changes in their lifestyle to adapt to changes in their 

environment all the time.  If it becomes too expensive to live 

here, well then, those that can will simply move elsewhere.  

If you are one of the people whose class-envy has been 

stoked by President Obama and Governor Brown, well, what 

goes around comes around.  You were part of the majority 

who decided to stick it to the rich guy, but the rich guy has 

other options!  You will now not have as many job 

opportunities available for yourself, and the burdens of our 

high tax state and huge welfare class will now 

disproportionately fall on you!    

The very rich know a trick that is not available to you!  They 

can afford to maintain more than one residence.  They will 

claim their main domicile in a State with no income tax, and 

only visit their California abode for a limited time each year.  

They avoid paying state income tax and now you will be 

paying their bill at the end of the year!  They did not get rich 

by being stupid and they won't stay rich by being timid.  

Andy Caldwell is the Executive Director of COLAB and the 

host of The Andy Caldwell Show weekdays from 3-5 pm on 

AM1440 and AM1290.    

 

People have choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake Austin (Texas) -No State Income Tax and World Class 

University, Art, and Music.        

 

 

 

 

Carson Valley (Genoa, Nevada) - No State Income Tax, 20 Minutes to Reno 

Airport, and 25 minutes to Tahoe.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandpoint (Idaho) -7.8 % Max. Income Tax Rate vs. 13.3% 

in California and 1.5 hours to Spokane Airport 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN RICH PEOPLE LEAVE CALIFORNIA 

By: Andy Caldwell 

L 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS: 
 

General Member: $100 – $249 q $ _______ Voting Member: $250 - $5,000 q $ _______ 

Sustaining Member: $5,000 +q $ _______ 

(Sustaining Membership includes a table of 10 at the Annual Fundraiser Dinner) 

 

General members will receive all COLAB updates and newsletters.  Voting privileges are limited to Voting Members and 

Sustainable Members with one vote per membership. 

 

MEMBER INFORMATION: 
 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________________________________ State:  __________________ Zip: ______________ 

 

Phone: ____________________ Fax: ____________________ Email: ______________________________ 
 

How Did You Hear About COLAB? 

Radio  q Internet q Public Hearing q Friend q 
 

COLAB Member(s) /Sponsor(s): _______________________________________________________ 
 

NON MEMBER DONATION/CONTRIBUTION OPTION: 
For those who choose not to join as a member but would like to support COLAB via a contribution/donation. 

I would like to contribute $ _____________ to COLAB and my check or credit card information is enclosed/provided.   
 

Donations/Contributions do not require membership though it is encouraged in order to provide updates and information. 

Memberships and donation will be kept confidential if that is your preference. 

Confidential Donation/Contribution/Membership q 

 

PAYMENT METHOD:         

Check q Visa q MasterCard q Discover q  Amex NOT accepted. 

 

Cardholder Name: ________________________ Signature: ________________________________ 
 

Card Number: ___________________ Expiration Date: _________  Billing Zip Code: _______ 
 

   TODAY’S DATE: ________________________ 

Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business 
San Luis Obispo County 

“Your Property – Your Taxes – Our Future” 

PO Box 13601 – San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 / Phone: 805.548-0340 

Email: colabslo@gmail.com / Website: colabslo.org 

mailto:colabslo@gmail.com
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P.O. Box 13601 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

DONATE!  

We need and appreciate your support!  

Help COLAB protect your property rights!  

COLAB’s mission is to promote the common business interests of its members by providing in-

formation and education on issues which have or may have an impact on its membership.  

To achieve its mission, COLAB will engage in political activities which promote those common business inter-

ests and, in doing so, foster a positive image for agriculture, business, and labor in the community. COLAB 

represents is members before the SLO County Board of Supervisors and any other local or national governing 

body. If necessary, we will take legal or administrative action for the mutual benefit of the members. 

COLAB is a 501 ©(6) non-profit organization. However, by law your donation  is not tax deductible.  

 

 

You may donate by  

sending a check to this address:  

PO Box 13601, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 


