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NEWS ALERT                                  
August 11, 2016 

 

MORE ADAM HILL PROBLEMS - AUGUST 11, 2016 VERSION  

PLEASE READ THE 2 ATTACHED ARTICLES PLUS THE 

ACTUAL EMAILS (Courtesy of the New Times Weekly 

Newspaper)  

 

San Luis Obispo 3
rd

 District Supervisor Adam Hill’s cynical view of the business community 

comes through clearly in his bizarre stream of consciousness Email to former and current 

business owner campaign contributors. His contributors should demand refunds.   If reelected 

Hill is likely to be Chairman of the Board of Supervisors in 2017 under the normal rotation 

pattern. 

 

Shredder 

The following editorial was posted on August 10th, 2016, in the New Times - Volume 31, Issue 

3. 

Big mouth 

Generally speaking, I like 3rd District SLO County Supervisor Adam Hill’s politics, but he 

can’t seem to control his mouth and ego. I think he wants what’s best for the county and his 

constituents, and I worry that his competitor, SLO City Vice Mayor Dan Carpenter, would skew 

the ideological balance of SLO County Board of Supervisors if he beats Hill this November. That 

said, Adam-baby, I think you just dug your own grave by implying via email that “business 

leaders” need to donate to your campaign if they expect your support. 

http://www.newtimesslo.com/news/14185/hill-chides-businesses-for-lack--of-campaign-donations/
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Are you freaking kidding me? Why would you do that? Isn’t that conduct 

unbecoming of an elected official?  

On July 30, Hill sent an email to 11 people, including Leonard Grant of 

RRM Design (which is involved in the huge Laetitia ag cluster development 

coming back before the board for a decision on Aug. 23), Michael Manchak 

and Melissa James of the SLO Economic Vitality Corporation (the EVC 

receives county funding), Bruce G. Ray of the Cannon Corporation and its 

CEO Mike Cannon, Brad Brechwald of the Wallace Group (which has 

already run into problems because of its ties to public officials), attorney Ziyad Naccasha, Brad 

Wilde of Mira Vista Holdings, Susan Lovenburg of California Forward Partnership for 

Economic Prosperity, and SLO City Economic Development Manager Lee Johnson. 

And yes, New Times has its very own copy of the email thanks to someone who was pissed off 

about the way his or her county supervisor conducted himself. And it’s almost hard to believe 

that you, Adam-baby, actually wrote those words. 

“SLO is way to precious about itself, and its businesses [sic] leaders, are often guilty of the 

same, wishing to avoid controversy at all costs,” Hill wrote, adding, “Guess what? Effective 

leaders are controversial, especially in these times.” 

Adam, there’s a difference between being “controversial” and being an obnoxious, egomaniac 

who not-so-slyly suggests that business leaders better write checks to your election campaign—

or else. I know, I know, you didn’t think anyone who counted would find out about the thinly 

veiled you scratch my back, I scratch yours that you threw out there. 

“The EVC is still funded strongly by the county because of me—no one else on the Board of 

Supervisors cares about it. That is the truth. If it is to strengthen going forward, it will take my 

advocacy, and yes pushing,” Hill asserted. 

In other words Manchak and James, bust out your checkbooks if you expect Hill to continue to 

advocate for the SLO EVC. Damn, Adam. Isn’t this a conversation better had in a proverbial 

quiet, smoke-filled backroom? 

Hill goes on to say a “$99 check” is “not going to cut it.” 

Is this guy for real? 

“I have taken more heat than anyone deserves (even with my big mouth) and it has had terrible 

consequences on my health and personal life. So yes, I do get disappointed by the lack of strong 

support from too many business leaders. I don’t really care if people like me as long as they 

recognize the good things I’ve done for the community,” Hill whined. 

Adam, Adam, Adam, you’re the elected official equivalent of a doctor with no bedside manner. 

Maybe there are enough lefties out there willing to forgive your parade of gaffs and insults to 

keep Carpenter out of office, but I wouldn’t count on it.  
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“More business leaders should be like Nick Tompkins and Gary Grossman who never feel like 

they have to make excuses to support me, do so generously, and do so regardless if we agree on 

everything or not,” Hill offered by way of example. Last year developer Grossman gave Hill 

$5,050 in cash and another $7,784 in “non monetary” donations, and this year to date another 

$6,849 in non-monetary donations. Hmm? Back rubs? Gold and diamond-encrusted Swiss 

watches? Lavish parties? Developer Tompkins coughed up a cool grand in 2015 and so far this 

year, another $4,000. Take heed, you pikers! 

Jeez, Adam, just say it: You get what you pay for. I just can’t believe you all but actually said in 

print that you can be bought—and you didn’t call New Times back to defend or explain yourself. 

Are you mad at us again? Come November, you might just find SLO County voters think elected 

officials should conduct themselves like they represent the public.  

Meanwhile, 4th District Supervisor Lynn Compton, who donated money to Carpenter’s 

campaign, must be dizzy with power. She’s the only thing that stands between protecting our 

native trees for another year or signaling to opportunist tree killers that they have a year to do 

their damage before SLO County staff can draft a permanent ordinance to keep people like 

Justin Vineyards and Winery owners Stewart and Lynda Resnick from raping the land and 

planting grapes or whatever. Compton was the fourth vote needed for the four-fifths majority to 

pass the temporary ordinance currently in place, but come next Tuesday, Aug. 16, if she switches 

her vote—and she’s intimated she might—the ordinance goes bye-bye and there’s nothing in 

place to keep dicks like the Resnicks from killing native trees in their greedy grab for more 

profits. 

All you mo-fos who like to complain but not to actually participate in the public process better 

write a letter or show up for public comment to the Board of Supes meeting, or you can resign 

yourself to not complaining about another year of destruction as staff drafts something 

permanent. You can cut down a shit-ton of trees in 12 months.  

While you’re at the meeting, slip Hill a couple of bucks. It sounds like he needs it.  

The Shredder is starting to feel election year fatigue. Send ideas and comments to 

shredder@newtimesslo.com. 

 

The article below is the New Times actual news article on the subject. 

Hill chides businesses for lack of campaign donations 

By CHRIS MCGUINNESS 

SLO County 3rd District Supervisor Adam Hill recently took some prominent local businesses to 

task in a heated email exchange for not donating to his political campaigns. 

mailto:shredder@newtimesslo.com
http://www.newtimesslo.com/files/news-adam_hill_emails_08-11-16.pdf
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The recipients of the emails included Hill and employees of well-known businesses, 

municipalities, and nonprofit organizations, at least two of which have either pending business 

before the Board of Supervisors or receive financial support from the county. 

The exchange began July 30 after Lenny Grant—a principal architect at RRM Design Group, an 

architecture firm that’s worked on several high-profile projects in SLO County—commented on 

a news article about desalination forwarded to the group by SLO County Economic Vitality 

Corporation (EVC) President and CEO Michael Manchak. Manchak indicated that the county 

could produce water with a similar project, and Grant replied that political will and leadership 

would be necessary.  

Hill, who was included in the group, responded by stating that 

“most of the business community” didn’t support such will or 

leadership, including Grant, who he also claimed donated to his 

opponent, SLO City Councilman Dan Carpenter. Hill wrote 

that such businesses were afraid to take sides and “put their 

money where their mouth is.” 

“But most people would rather not support anyone or write a 

$99 check” Hill, who is currently running for re-election, wrote 

from a personal email adress. “That’s not going to cut it.” 

RRM has provided architecture and engineering services for a 

number of large commercial and public building projects in the 

county. Currently, the firm is one of two parties appealing the 

SLO County Planning Commission’s decision to deny a permit 

for the Laetitia project, a planned subdivision of high-end 

ranch-style homes near Nipomo. The appeal is slated to go 

before Hill and the other county supervisors at an Aug. 23 

meeting. 

Campaign finance documents show that neither Grant nor RRM 

contributed to Hill’s campaign in 2015 or 2016. 

“Our business does not write checks to candidates, Adam,” Grant fired back in the email 

exchange. “We can as individuals. I haven’t written a check to your opponent.”  

The spat played out in front of the other recipients in the group. Those included Cannon 

Corporation Engineering consulting firm CEO Michael Cannon, Cannon CFO Bruce Ray, RRM 

principal Victor Montgomery, SLO City Economic Development Manager Lee Johnson, Wallace 

Group engineering firm Principal Brad Brechwald, and others. Two members of the SLO EVC, 

Manchak and Director of Economic Development Melissa James, were also part of the email 

group. 

 
‘YOU GET WHAT YOU 

SUPPORT’ 

In recent emails obtained by 

New Times, SLO County 3rd 

District Supervisor Adam Hill 

slammed local businesses for 

failing to financially support 

candidates, including himself. 

 

 

FILE PHOTO BY STEVE E. MILLER 
 

http://www.rrmdesign.com/
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Assets/PL/EIR/2013/Laetitia/2015+FEIR/Laetitia_Agricultural_Cluster_Original_Appeal.pdf
http://cannoncorp.us/
http://cannoncorp.us/
http://www.wallacegroup.us/
http://www.wallacegroup.us/
http://www.newtimesslo.com/images/cms/full/Lead news-hill emails-8-110.jpg
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The EVC is a nonprofit organization funded by both private and public sponsors, including the 

county. According to the EVC’s website, SLO County was one of the EVC’s biggest sponsors, 

chipping in more than $150,000. 

“There are always excuses as to why people don’t write checks to effected electeds but they are 

excuses and nothing more,” Hill wrote. “The EVC is strongly funded by the county because of 

me—no one else on the [board] cares. That is the truth.” 

Not everyone in the email group got a tongue-lashing. Hill noted that Cannon and Brad Wilde, 

the president of Arizona-based Mira Vista Holdings who was also included in the email group, 

were exceptions. Cannon Corporation donated $2,000 to Hill’s re-election campaign, while 

Cannon himself donated $1,000, according to campaign finance records. Wilde has personally 

donated $7,000 to Hill’s campaign over the last two years. 

Hill also praised two of his biggest donors, local developers Nick Tompkins (NKT Commercial) 

and Gary Grossman (Coastal Community Builders), who were not included in the group of email 

recipients. 

“More business leaders should be like Nick Tompkins and Gary Grossman who never feel like 

they have to make excuses to support me, do so generously, regardless of whether we agree on 

everything or not,” Hill wrote. 

According to campaign finance reports, Tompkins personally donated $5,000 to Hill’s campaign 

between 2015 and 2016. Grossman donated $5,050 in monetary contributions, and more than 

$14,000 in non-monetary contributions for the same two-year period. 

During the campaign Hill has faced criticism from Carpenter over his temperament and his 

close ties to area developers. Hill did not respond to multiple requests for comment about the 

emails. Many of the individuals in the group who recived the emails—including Grant, Cannon, 

Wilde, and Manchak—also did not respond to request for comment from New Times.  

The actual Emails are displayed on the next pages:  

 

http://www.sloevc.org/about/sponsors.php
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